Walking Together on a Path of Service
Reflections for the Fast

O inmates of earth and heaven! Behold ye My beauty, and My radiance, and My revelation, and My
effulgence. By God, the True One! | am Trustworthiness and the revelation thereof, and the beauty
thereof. I will recompense whosoever will cleave unto Me, and recognize My rank and station, and hold
fast unto My hem. I am the most great ornament of the people of Baha, and the vesture of glory unto all
who are in the kingdom of creation. | am the supreme instrument for the prosperity of the world, and the
horizon of assurance unto all beings.” Thus have We sent down for thee that which will draw men nigh
unto the Lord of creation.’

Baha'u'llah, Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 38

Day 16 — March 17

Accompaniment: Ability to communicate assurance
Prayer:

Many a chilled heart, O my God, hath been set ablaze with the fire of Thy Cause, and many a slumberer
hath been wakened by the sweetness of Thy voice. How many are the strangers who have sought shelter
beneath the shadow of the tree of Thy oneness, and how numerous the thirsty ones who have panted
after the fountain of Thy living waters in Thy days!

Blessed is he that hath set himself towards Thee, and hasted to attain the Dayspring of the lights of Thy
face. Blessed is he who with all his affections hath turned to the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and
the Fountainhead of Thine inspiration. Blessed is he that hath expended in Thy path what Thou didst
bestow upon him through Thy bounty and favor. Blessed is he who, in his sore longing after Thee, hath
cast away all else except Thyself. Blessed is he who hath enjoyed intimate communion with Thee, and
rid himself of all attachment to anyone save Thee.

I beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Him Who is Thy Name, Who, through the power of thy sovereignty and
might, hath risen above the horizon of His prison, to ordain for everyone what becometh Thee and
beseemeth Thine exaltation.

Thy might, in truth, is equal to all things.
Bah& u’llah

Baha'i Prayers, p. 50

For Meditation:

Walk, therefore, with a sure step and engage with the utmost assurance and confidence in the
promulgation of the divine fragrances, the glorification of the Word of God and firmness in the
Covenant. Rest ye assured that if a soul ariseth in the utmost perseverance and raiseth the Call of the
Kingdom and resolutely promulgateth the Covenant, be he an insignificant ant he shall be enabled to



drive away the formidable elephant from the arena, and if he be a feeble moth he shall cut to pieces the
plumage of the rapacious vulture.

‘Abdu’l-Bahé,
Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, p. 209

O ye loved ones of God! Be ye firm of foot, and fixed of heart, and through the power of the Blessed
Beauty's help, stand ye committed to your purpose. Serve ye the Cause of God. Face ye all nations of the
world with the constancy and the endurance of the people of Baha, that all men may be astounded and
ask how this could be, that your hearts are as well-springs of confidence and faith, and as mines so rich
in the love of God.

‘Abdu’l-Bahj,
Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, p. 219

Faith in the capacity of every individual who shows a desire to serve will prove essential to the efforts of
those who are to elicit from the believers wholehearted participation in the Plan. Unqualified love free
of paternalism will be indispensable if they are to help turn hesitation into courage born of trust in God
and transform a yearning for excitement into a commitment to long-term action. Calm determination
will be vital as they strive to demonstrate how stumbling blocks can be made stepping stones for
progress. And a readiness to listen, with heightened spiritual perception, will be invaluable in
identifying obstacles that may prevent some of the friends from appreciating the imperative of unified
action.

The Universal House of Justice

December 28, 2010

For Reflection:

1. How can | communicate assurance while avoiding empty praise?

2. How will unqualified love assist me in turning hesitation into courage?



