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Google's Upcoming Phone: More Details
Posted by: Olga Kharif on August 15

The first mobile phone based on Android, which is software supported by Google, will debut this
fall. We know a lot about the phone’s looks already: Made by HTC, it will have a touch screen
and a slide-out Qwerty keyboard, according to this story. But today, Moe Tanabian, senior
principal at IBB Consulting who has seen the device, has been able to give me a lot more
details on its software.

Software is, in fact, what will make or break this gadget, which some call the gPhone. There
have been plenty of touch-screen iPhone clones already, several of them from HTC. They’ve
done well, but not nearly as well as Apple’s iPhone. Could the Android phone change that?
Perhaps.

Here’s Tanabian’s run-down on the Android phone’s software features:

— If you want to receive push e-mail, you’ll have to use Google’s Gmail. It’s unclear that the
phone will support Microsoft Exchange.

— The phone will have access to upcoming T-Mobile App Store, which will be very similar to
Apple’s store featuring third-party iPhone applications. Only T-Mobile will likely place fewer
restrictions on software developers, so that Android phone users may have more games and
productivity apps to choose from.

— The phone will come with Google’s advertising software pre-installed. Customers who opt in
to receive mobile ads from Google may be offered to buy the phone for a lower price, and may
also pay lower monthly service fees. The Google platform will serve ads based on your
interests and location, provided by the phone.

Tanabian has also provided me a few additional details on the hardware:

— The Android phone’s screen will be larger than the iPhone’s, he believes.

— The handset will feature a track ball, making it easier to navigate menus with one hand.

— Down the road, perhaps the phone may be able to hook into T-Mobile’s Hotspot @Home
service, allowing people to make unlimited calls via the Android phone from home or office.

— The Android phone will hit stores around Thanksgiving, not in September-October, as some
news outlets have reported.

Many of these features sound interesting (Google won't confirm or deny this information). My
only concern: If, indeed, you'll have to use Gmail for push e-mail, that's troubling. Clearly, lots
of people use other services today. And many businesses may be hesitant to abandon their
current e-mail systems.

The Gmail mandate also raises all those old, hairy questions about just how much control
Google will exercise over the Android project. Lots of the world's best independent developers
and software companies actually compete with Google. And if they sense that Google is always
getting the upper hand with Android, they will not back this phone. End users will suffer, as they
won't have access to the best applications out there.
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READER COMMENTS

John Kreuzer
August 15, 2008 02:48 PM

Certainly some interesting developments in the past couple of days. It will be very interesting to
see if the rumors finally prove to be true.

http://kreuzer33.wordpress.com/2008/08/15/google-android -coming-to-t-mobile/

POST A COMMENT

Name Comment

Email

Submit Comments

June 2005 May 2005 April 2005 March 2005
February 2005 January 2005 December 2004

w The industry leader
in Flash technology.

Phatos | Music | Video | Data

BW MALL - SPONSORED LINKS

Mutual Funds at Fidelity Benefit from over 50 years of
fund management experience.

0% Business Credit Card Offers Compare Credit Card
Offers. 0% APR, Cashback Rewards, Frequent Flyer
Programs. Apply online today.

Find the Stock of the Year! Gryphon Financial wants to
offer you the chance to take your investing to a much
higher level.

Would you like a budget friendly Medicare plan? Sign
up for predictable costs and budget-friendly plans at
Humana. Enroll now.

Explore Humana's Medicare Supplement plans. Click
here for more information on Medicare Supplement
plans.

Buy a link now!

Advertising | Special Sections | MarketPlace | Knowledge Centers | Careers | Terms of Use | Disclaimer | Privacy Notice | Ethics Code | Contact Us | Site Map

Copyright 2000-2008 by The McGraw-Hill Companies Inc. All rights reserved.

The McGraw-Hill Companies


http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mgh.bw.general/general;page=t0;t0=middle1;sz=120x40;ord=1234567890
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2005/06/index.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2005/05/index.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2005/04/index.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2005/03/index.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2005/02/index.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2005/01/index.html
http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2004/12/index.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/mgh.bw.technology/special_reports;page=t0;t0=right2;sz=300x250,300x600;ord=1234567890
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=46&rqctid=371&pos=1&lid=494594&cid=78788&pr=2&tstamp=20080815162942&url=http://personal.fidelity.com/products/funds/mutual_funds_overview.shtml.cvsr%3fimm_pid%3d6%26immid%3d00213%26imm_eid%3de4077784%26buf%3d999999
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=46&rqctid=371&pos=2&lid=310582&cid=136468&pr=2&tstamp=20080815162942&url=http://www.creditcards.com/business.php%3fa_aid%3d1013%26a_cid%3d1030%26a_did%3d48508
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=46&rqctid=371&pos=3&lid=507843&cid=137460&pr=2&tstamp=20080815162942&url=http://www.investbrite.com/whitepaper133/%3fPartner%3dIBGryphonBusinessWeekDailyBriefing%26utm_source%3dIndustryBrains%26utm_medium%3dcpc%26utm_content%3dGryphonBusinessWeekDailyBriefing%26utm_campaign%3dIndustryBrainsGryphon
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=46&rqctid=371&pos=4&lid=508746&cid=137576&pr=2&tstamp=20080815162942&url=https://www.humana-medicare.com/ads/humana65booklet.asp%3froie%3dbanbswkmapd04%26KC%3d0305046782%26cm_mmc_o%3d-gyBEYFCjC4wpbzCjCPAlbEwll8wwL4-VKCjCaw0fkbELjPBBLkwf2B5YjMS
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=46&rqctid=371&pos=5&lid=510895&cid=137730&pr=2&tstamp=20080815162942&url=http://www.humana-medicare.com/ad/humanamedsuppsep.asp%3froie%3dbanbswksupp01%26KC%3d0305046820%26cm_mmc_o%3d-gyBEYFCjC4wpbzCjCPAlbEwll8wwL%2520mA55%2520iIioCjCmA55kwFwEfjGEuB
http://www.industrybrains.com/businessweek/
http://www.businessweek.com/advertising.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/adsections/
http://www.businessweek.com/marketplace/index.html
http://knowledgecenter.businessweek.com/
http://www.mcgraw-hill.com/careers/
http://www.businessweek.com/copyrt.htm
http://investing.businessweek.com/research/common/disclaimer/disclaimer.asp
http://www.businessweek.com/privacy.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/ethics.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/contact.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/sitemap.htm

