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CALL FOR PANELS

  

More than thirty years have passed since the publication of Howard Becker´s milestone work Photography and Sociology. The book provided initial legitimation to a generation of researchers and sociologists that had already started to use images in their research, and it constituted a reference point to the many others who have followed Becker´s scholarly agenda. Since then Visual Sociology has moved forward, growing as a research practice and acquiring recognition as an established field in sociology.  It has also significantly renegotiated its identity expanding its scope and interacting with other fields and disciplines including psychology, anthropology, cultural studies, media and communication studies, semiotics, art and art history.  Visual sociology has moved into the 21st century having established its presence and scientific agenda in at least four areas. 

  

Theory of the Image: the study of the role of visual communications in a postmodern society. Along with the investigation of the role of sight in the exploration and socialization to the world, different theoretical approaches have been taken in the study of the role and ever-changing nature of the image, and are currently providing the basis for the development of methodological and empirical approaches that explore images´ heuristic potential in research. 

  

Methodology: An increasingly rich and complex methodological toolbox has been created that established empirical and commonly acknowledged scientific methods employing images both as data and research tools.  Photo-elicitation, native image making, grounded visual research, re-photography and image content analysis are largely established methods used for an ever increasing spectrum of research themes and interests. 

  

Fieldwork: A range of image based theories and methodological approaches have informed and have been used in research applications that study both classic socio-anthropological subjects as well as an increasing variety of new media based practices and behaviors. Images are collected, used, observed and explored to investigate the social practices in which they are produced and embedded. 

  

Publication of results:  Although probably the weakest area in Visual Sociology, and the one with the most promise, changes in audiovisual production and distribution have profoundly affected the discipline.  Like all professional communities, Visual Sociology is attempting to re-accommodate our practices to the emerging digital and web-based production and distribution modes. Despite the broad interest in new media and multi-media dynamics, universities around the world tend to remain text-and-paper-based. Academia still struggles to adopt and adapt to the changing nature of communication.  

  

The Conference Committee, composed of conference hosts and organizers Pino Losacco and Patrizia Faccioli, and IVSA executive board members Eric Margolis (president of the IVSA) and Francesco Lapenta, will evaluate proposals for panels that will provide an opportunity to reflect on state of the art in research in these four areas. Deadline for the submission of the panel proposals is  January 15st 2010. All proposals should be sent to this E-mail address:  ivsa2010conference@gmail.com. Presentations of Films, Posters, or Videos: The conference will have space for posters (up to 4 feet by 8 feet) and videos. Videos will be shown in rotation in our main auditorium and a special session will be organized to discuss selected works. Please send abstracts plus poster descriptions or video description (only) to Paolo Parmeggiani at this e-mail address: paolo.parmeggiani@uniud.it 

  

PROPOSING A PANEL FOR THE 2010 IVSA CONFERENCE IN BOLOGNA 

  

INFORMATION FOR SESSION ORGANIZERS 


By making the proposal you are agreeing to attend the conference and chair the session.  

  

If your proposed panel is fully populated with papers it will be in the program but will not be part of the call for papers. 

  

We will be putting out the call for papers early in February. Paper abstracts will be sent directly to you for selection.  Although the “official” language for the conference is English, each of the panel abstracts/call for papers will be translated into Italian, Spanish, English, and Portuguese.  As session organizer you will have to decide if you will accept papers in one or more languages.  We are not able to provide simultaneous translations.  However in the conference program abstracts will be translated into all four languages. 

  

Conference rooms will be equipped with computers and projectors.  You need to ask the presenters if they need other equipment and inform the conference committee; we will see if it can be arranged. 

  

Each session will run for two hours.  We have to remind you that chairpersons are entitled to accept a maximum of 5 papers per session and four makes the panel less rushed. Each presentation can take no more that 20 minutes in order to leave time for questions and answers.  As Chair you will have to act as timekeeper to make sure each presentation gets equal time.  No double session are accepted at present. If you receive more then 5 eligible abstracts there are a number of possibilities: 

  

1) Some proposals may be better suited to a poster session.  We will have a space allocated for posters.  Some presenters even used the poster space to set up computers to show videos and other images in a loop. 

  

2) Others that are based on longer film or video projects can be presented in the auditorium where we will have a film series that people can drop in on when they have time.

3) forward the most interesting ones to another chair person (see web site for topics and e-mail addresses) or to the conference committee at ivsa2010conference@gmail.com for inclusion in one of the general panels.

4) suggest to the scholar that the paper, although not included in the first round of selections, is under consideration and they will be informed later in the month about our ability to locate them within a session. 

OR

5) You could also suggest that if they are willing, they could be included in a "waiting list". That basically means that they will attend and register for the conference but allocated a spot on your panel only at the last minute. There are always cancellations, and this might be a way to let other scholars to present their work. You should not have more then 2 scholars on your waiting list (inform the scholars of their position on the waiting list when you reach an agreement). And please be tactful about it, always check who you are dealing with, the waiting list might be perceived as an opportunity by some scholars (for example Ph.D. students) or an unacceptable compromise by senior scholars, so use your own judgment about this.  

  

important:  you are individually responsible for maintaining your own waiting list if you decide to do so AND that only scholars whom you have accepted can be put in the waiting list (conference staff will not deal with this side of the panels organization). 

  

When at the conference we'll collect the waiting lists from you and will help you allocate scholars on a first come first served basis and according to your indications.  On site staff may exercise the privilege to use cancellation spots to allocate scholars with whom we might have reached previous agreements. 

  

If you have questions please do not hesitate to contact ivsa2008 staff members at  ivsa2010conference@gmail.com 

  

We hope to see everyone in Bologna July 20-22!  
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