CNI YOUTH OLYMPICS 2010
It was the vision of the Synodical Youth Fellowship Committee of the Church of North India to organize a historical event which had never taken place in the 40 year history of Church of North India. The SYFC took it as a challenge to gather young people through the medium of sports and organized CNI Youth Olympics from 10th to 15th October, 2010 at Nagpur under the theme “Arise and Shine – Youth in Mission beyond 40 Years”. The motive was to have fellowship and to bring flavors to the 40 Years celebration of the Church of North India.

The Opening Ceremony of the Olympics was blessed by the presence of Mr. Alwan Masih, General Secretary, CNI Synod, Mr. Prem Masih, Acting Treasurer, CNI Synod and Bishops of different Dioceses and Guests. The Olympics was declared open by the General Secretary Mr. Alwan Masih at the St. Ursula’s Ground which was followed by the March Past parade, Tug of War and Athletics events. The opening ceremony was an interesting feature symbolizing the spreading of peace, love and humanity in the 40 years of United Journey of the Church of North India. 514 young people from 21 Dioceses participated in the sporting events to aim the strengthening of inter-diocesan relationship and oneness.

On the first day of the C.N.I YOUTH OLYMPICS 2010 i.e. 10th October 2010 held at Nagpur started with the arrival of delegates from the various Diocese, which was followed by the registration process from 2:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. After the dinner there was Ice Breaking session followed by introduction of all, which helped people know each other better and important announcements were made at the end of the session.
On 11th October 2010 the day started with the mission conference with the inaugural worship then after the keynote address by Mr. Alwan Masih, General Secretary expressed his happiness to see the strong representation of the delegates and had urged the youth to become the stakeholders of the church and also mentioned that youth is present and future of the church. He strongly mentioned the mission statement of the CNI and emphasized that it should be the pillars on which or churches should stand on. Referring to the youth as the chosen one he motivated the youth to come up and take the responsibilities to initiate various actions that would lead to the upliftment of the society and the church. As a member of the youth fellowship for a long time he seemed to understand the temperament of the youth and succeeded in providing a vision and path for the delegates present for the years to come. 
Mr. Samson Gandhi in the 1st Session challenged the youth to be a strong torchbearer for the future. He was focusing that what matters is hearing, concentrate and then put up your actions. He asked the young people to be like David because the youth today like him should take the initiative to pass on the torch in a responsible manner and be dynamic. He also asked to be persuasive, strong, willing full to walk in the right path like a runner does and passes the baton in the right manner once out of the path disqualified in the same way be god fearing and be alert.

The Olympics Opening Ceremony with various events like Throw Ball, Skipping and Short-put which was held at various places which saw great enthusiasm from different participants. The energy and the spirit of competition were reflected in each event. After the lunch the various events resumed again. After getting refreshed the participants then spread their wings of creativity and imagination during the poster painting competition and group dance competition. The Bible quiz was conducted by Fr. Vineeth Koshy, Executive Secretary, and Commission on Youth, NCCI in which there were many interesting questions asked which showed youth’s knowledge and awakening about our Holy Bible.
After the early breakfast on the third day i.e. 12th October 2010, the series of events like Cricket and Football were organized. After the lunch the participants of various Dioceses again departed for the events taking place on the field. Delegates actively took part in the Debate competition which displayed enormous amount of talent, ideas, suggestion and remedies etc about various issues or comments. Solo Singing & Group Song competition which spilled variant colours of music, message and innovation. It also helped others to know about the culture of various regions where the Diocese exists.

The fourth day i.e. 13th October 2010 started with a beautiful note of community service with the delegates initiating in mowing the grass and raking the leaves which was a part of devotion followed by nutritious breakfast. Then again the delegates taking part in field activities departed for it. At 12:00 p.m. After the lunch one more exciting and colourful competition took place that is the Rangoli, which was so soothingly and neatly displayed by the delegates. 

The Olympics came to an end with much gaiety and galaxy of delegates from various Dioceses at the St. Ursula’s Girls High School & Junior College Ground. Burning of crackers, releasing of air balloons marked the closing ceremony which was blessed by the presence of the Most Rev. Dr. Purely Lyngdoh, Moderator CNI Synod, Mr. Alwan Masih, General Secretary, CNI Synod, Bishops of CNI and many overseas delegates from the partner churches.
All the 21 Dioceses who participated in the CNI Youth Olympics received prizes in different categories. Mr. Olympics title was awarded to Mr. Jatan Soren from Calcutta Diocese and Miss Olympics was awarded to Ms. Victoria Patnayak from Phulbani Diocese and the Best Diocese (Over all) was won by Calcutta Diocese.

On the 14th October 2010 the morning church service was held at All Saints’ Cathedral the message was delivered by The Most Revd. And Rt. Hon. Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Rowan Williams, which was to mark the glory of God and to celebrate the 40 years of united journey of the Church of North India.
The CNI YOUTH OLYMPICS 2010 ended as an historical event. It was a great event which is an inspiration for us to work harder day by day. The SYFC specially thank Mr. Noel Joseph, Technical Sports In-charge who worked hard for the smooth conduct and for the success of the CNI Youth Olympics. 
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