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What people are saying about the Ontario Tree Seed Plant 
 
"Seed management is the foundation of any successful forest restoration 
program. With the help of the Ontario Tree Seed Plant, high-quality, locally 
adapted seed is available to ensure planting projects thrive. This partnership has 
facilitated strategic seed collection and planning, and it ensures that nursery 
stock is produced from seed matched to appropriate sites and adapted to local 
climate." 
— Rob Keen, CEO, Trees Ontario 
 
“The Angus Seed Plant is truly one of the enduring forestry enterprises in the 
Province of Ontario. It has been, over the decades, part of a critical path 
providing the professional means by which Southern Ontario has been 
reforested. Our company has benefited enormously from our historical 
association and we look forward to a continued relationship in building the forests 
of tomorrow.” 
— Paul Fraser, Production Manager, Somerville Nurseries   
 
“As an organization focused on the importance of nature in cities, Evergreen 
wants to congratulate the Ontario Tree Seed Plant for 90 great years of 
leadership in the conservation of Ontario’s forest biodiversity. Through the 
collection, documentation, and redistribution of native seed stock, the Ontario 
Tree Seed Plant is supporting reforestation throughout the province and making 
education on the importance of our forests accessible to the communities where 
we all work. I had the pleasure of being toured around the Seed Plant a few 
years ago and it was an incredible and inspiring experience to see the work 
being done there. Congratulations, we look forward to seeing your great work 
continue well into the future! ” 
— Sue Arndt, Associate Program Director, Urban Ecology, Evergreen 

“Conservation Ontario congratulates the Ontario Tree Seed Plant on its 90th 
anniversary. Conservation Authorities acknowledge the significant role the plant 
has played in making seed available from native tree species from across 
Ontario for reforestation as well as contributing to conserving Ontario’s 
biodiversity.” 
— Kim Gavine, General Manager, Conservation Ontario 

 

 

 

 



What people are asking about the Ontario Tree Seed Plant 
 
 
1. What is the Ontario Tree Seed Plant? 
 

The Tree Seed Plant is the Ontario government’s tree seed bank. The 
plant’s primary purpose is to extract conifer tree seeds from their cones 
and then clean them and store them for distribution. The plant also 
processes tree fruits such as black cherry.  

 
 

2. When did the Ontario Tree Seed Plant start operating? 
 

 The Tree Seed Plant began operation in1923.   
 
 
3. What physical changes have taken place since the plant opened? 
 
 Over time the buildings and equipment have been modernized and 

upgraded to international standards. The plant is the model facility for 
seed processing. 

 
The most recent improvements have been in the areas of better energy 
efficiency. The facility's administrative building, which opened in 2005, is 
the first Ontario government building built to Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) standards, a green building rating system 
that promotes environmental and human health protection. 

 
 
4. How have operations at the tree seed plant changed since 1923? 
 
 The most significant changes have been the Tree Seed Plant’s business 

model. In the early days, the plant provided 100 per cent of the seed to the 
10 provincial tree nurseries. Now the plant works to provide seed to a 
variety of industry clients, partners, and the nursery industry. 

 
 The biggest area of modernization is in materials handling. In the early 

days, the tree seed plant used hand-built wooden racks to store and dry 
seed. Those trays were moved by hand. Today cones are stored on a 
modern stacking rack system, which is moved by forklifts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Can I tour the tree seed plant? 
 
 Yes, tours of the plant are available to local schools, Girl Guides, Boy 

Scouts and other organizations at no charge and by appointment. 
 
 
6. Can the public buy seed from the Tree Seed Plant? 
 
 Yes. The public can buy seed from the Tree Seed Plant. Find out more 

about buying seed for native trees from the facility.  
 
 
7. What happens to the empty cones once the seeds are taken out? 

 Open cones, once a waste product, are now sold to potpourri and 
decorative markets. 

 
8. How does the Tree Seed Plant work with the forestry industry? 
 
 The Tree Seed Plant works very closely with the forest industry. Often the 

forest industry will arrange for cone collections in areas that are being 
harvested. The cones are shipped to the Tree Seed Plant where they are 
processed, and the seed is tested and stored until the forest industry 
needs them shipped to a tree nursery or aerial seeding project. Many 
industry clients maintain large numbers of seed to be prepared for forest 
renewal operations. 

 
  
9. What is the importance of the tree seed plant in protecting 

biodiversity? 
 
 Seed source is essential to the success of tree planting. Ontario is divided 

into 38 geo-climatic zones. Trees grow best in the zone that the seed was 
taken from. 

 
 The trees seed plant works closely with the Forest Gene Conservation 

Association to make sure there is enough seed from each of the geo-
climatic zones so that trees planted in all zones have the best chance of 
growing tall and strong. 

  
Native trees are the ones that have grown in Ontario for hundreds of 
years. They are suited for our climate and thrive here. The tree seed plant 
focuses on native species, which provide the foundation for the diverse 
forest community we rely on for clean air and water.  

 
 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Forests/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_166259.html
http://fgca.net/home/default.aspx
http://fgca.net/home/default.aspx


10. Does the Tree Seed Plant help keep invasive species out of the 
province? 

 
 The Tree Seed Plant ensures the availability of native trees in Ontario. 

Initiatives such as the 50 Million Tree Program and the Tree Atlas 
encourage people to plant native trees rather than invasive trees. 

 
 
11. How does the tree seed plant help fight climate change? 
 
 Trees absorb CO2 from the atmosphere as they breathe and grow. The 

rate CO2 is removed from the air — called carbon sequestration — varies 
according to the species, size and growth rate of the tree. 

 
Generally, a living tree contains roughly 50 per cent water and 50 per cent 
wood. The wood itself is about 50 per cent carbon, which is created by the 
tree from the CO2 that it takes from the air. 
 
By supplying seeds for reforestation and to nurseries for individuals to 
plant trees, the Tree Seed Plant is the starting point for trees’ work in 
helping to fight climate change.  
 

 
12. What can I do to help fight climate change? 
 
 To help fight climate change, you can: 
 

 Plant trees in your yard and around your home. They’ll provide shade 
to cool your home in summer and windbreaks to reduce cold winds in 
winter — reducing your energy needs. 

 
 Plant trees in your community — in parks, around schools, and in 

urban areas. Trees help shade buildings and pavement, reducing the 
heat-island effect and conserving energy. 

 
 Plant trees on your farm or rural property. Trees and woody agriculture 

also protect soil, provide wildlife habitat, shade your home, create 
windbreaks, and keep streams and rivers clean, while helping to fight 
climate change. 

 
Planting trees is something simple everyone can do to help fight climate 
change. No matter where you live, you can plant trees and take a 
proactive, positive step toward keeping our planet healthy.  
 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/ClimateChange/2ColumnSubPage/STDPROD_086474.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/ClimateChange/2ColumnSubPage/STDPROD_085782.html?region=nativeSpecies


If you don’t have property or are unable to plant a tree, organizations such 
as Trees Ontario and Evergreen offer people the option of making a 
donation to have trees planted. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.treesontario.ca/support-us/index.php/gifts
http://info.evergreen.ca/en/donate/gift-of-nature

