Hello Ladies,

How many of you have a movie (or several) that you can watch over and over? Maybe even to the point of seeing it on TV and dropping everything to watch? Well I’m that way. I have several movies that I will watch over and over and will drop everything I’m doing if they are on TV to watch them again.  

One of these movies is The Sandlot. It’s about summer, baseball and boys growing up. It’s wonderful, and you can hear us sitting around the campfire on s’more night quoting this movie. One of my favorite parts of the movie is when Bennie “pickles” the Beast. This starts out by their last baseball being hit over the fence into the Beast’s back yard. This Beast of course has “eaten a boy” before, and this group of boys is petrified of him. They have to get this baseball back because it is no ordinary ball; it was signed by Babe Ruth. I know you are asking why they were playing with a ball signed by “the Babe”… If you don’t know, you really need to watch this movie because I’m not going to tell you. Well Bennie (one of the main characters) has decided to jump the fence, face the Beast (which is a dog) and get the signed ball back no matter what the cost. Sure enough he does it, and the Beast comes after him - over the fence!! This starts the chase through town, and oh the mess they leave in their wake! They tear up everything in town from the movie theatre to neighborhood streets, pool, and the town picnic. The chase ends back at the sandlot and the Beast’s house. Of course through another series of events the Beast decides he likes the boys, and they are no longer afraid of him. The boys now decide to let the owner of the Beast know they have brought his dog back. They knock and let him know the story about the ball (they leave out the fact that it has a famous signature), and the dog is now back. The owner looks at them and asks, “Why didn’t you knock? I would’ve gotten it for you.”

How many times do we leave a path of destruction or get into a mess when all we need to do is “knock” on God’s door and ask for His help? There are so many times I want to take control and fix things and instead of going to God and praying about it, I leave a mess. As females it doesn’t take a lot to cause a mess. I know we have all done this and even when we get in a mess, it is never too late to go to God. It is, however, A LOT easier to go to Him at the beginning instead of the middle of the mess. He will never leave us; it doesn’t matter how big the mess, and He will always help us through it. As we all go through this next year I want to encourage everyone to go to your knees first and ask God for his help, guidance and wisdom through all your concerns, needs and situations.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]I pray that all of you will have a wonderful school year, and for some of you I am praying for jobs as well and that God will bless you, protect you, reveal Himself to you in mighty ways and that His light will shine through you. 

In Him,
Sally
