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We usually don't play too many 
competitive counselor games during 
the summer, mostly because their job 
is to mainly encourage and coach the 
kids.  But our staff had done such a 
brilliant job all summer, so during the 
later half of the summer, we gave our 
counselors a chance to compete in a 
friendly soccer match at the half-time 
intermission of soccer finals.  Boy am I 
glad we did.

As time was running out, counselor 
and co-captain of the ETBU men's 
soccer team, Juanse Ramirez, made 
one of the most amazing goals I have 
ever witnessed.  As time was running 
out, fellow co-captain on the men's 

ETBU soccer team, Pete Fitzsimmons, 
launched a long pass across the field.  
The ball bounced straight up, slowly 
drifting high over the out of bounds 
line.  As the ball hovered in mid air on 
its way out of bounds, Juanse leapt 
from in bounds, bicycle kicked the ball 
over his head 30 more yards and it 
landed over the goalie's head for the 
winning goal.  It was simply amazing.

Thinking about it, Juanse's bicycle kick 
goal was a good representation of 
how this summer went at Camp 
Huawni.  I will forever remember that 
goal, and in that single moment, all of 
camp got a little taste of abundant life 
at Camp Huawni. I looked up the 

definition of abundant.  Here's what I 
found: "Abundant" means "present in 
great quantity; more than adequate; 
well or richly supplied".

The summer of 2013 was abundant in 
so many ways.  It's no wonder that our 
theme for this summer was "life 
abundant".   This summer we 
experienced fun, laughter, adversity, 
challenges, meaningful moments, and 
storied traditions in rich supply and in 
great quantity.  The neat thing about 
camp is that we get to experience real 
life, both ups and downs, which is why 
we experience so much growth in just 
a few weeks.

D i d  I  H e a r  S o m e - J u a n s e  “ L i f e  A b u n d a n t ? ”

Every session, campers rate their counselors on a 1 to 5 scale (1=poor, 2=below average, 3=average, 
4=good, 5=excellent).  I’m proud to report that for the entire summer, our campers rated their 
counselors a 4.7  out of 5.  Thank you to our campers for giving candid feedback, and thank you to our 
amazing staff for doing an excellent job this summer!
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My Top 5 Summer Moments
o f  2 0 1 3

Ali’s Infections Attitude – One of this summer’s happiest kids 
was Ali S.  Whether it was a smile or a hug or just a simple “hi,”  Ali 
was always upbeat for the four weeks she was at  camp.  Ali’s joy 
was infectious, and I was just one of many people who benefited.

4
Cooper Calls His Shot –  Babe Ruth once called his shot by 
pointing  at the outfield fence and then smacked a home run on the 
next pitch.  7-yr-old Cooper H. did the same exact  thing during  the 
Woofleball World Series.  Are you kidding me? This kid is a stud!

3
Kemal Leads the Tejas – Our first  ever camper from Turkey, 
Kemal spoke great English, but being new and far away from home 
were major hurdles.  Caring and encouraging, he soon began to take 
a leadership role, especially  on  his Tribal Comp team.  I remember 
Kemal scoring  the winning soccer goal  for the Tejas and being 
swarmed by his teammates.  Only 5 days at camp, he had become 
part of the Huawni family already.

2
Mallory Finishes – This summer, Mallory F. was powering 
through the bike leg of the kids triathlon when she crashed 
hard.  Though our health team was ready to take her the 
infirmary, she hopped back on her bike and finished the race.  
What perseverance!  I’m still inspired by her today.

1
Mike’s Goal to Goal – Session 2 Run for the Roses, our 
campus-wide sprint relay, wasn’t close.  His Caddo were way 
behind, but Mike L. took the baton on the last leg and gave it 
his all from one soccer goal to the other.  With fellow coaches 
and teammates in tow, it was a beautiful example of finishing 
strong and team unity.  In 20 years, I likely won’t remember 
who won, but I’ll remember Mike’s run.  My heart smiles :) 

Bunks Were Full! The word is getting out

about Huawni! We’ve seen a steady increase in 
camper enrollment.  Sessions 1, 2, and 3 were nearly 
at full capacity and Session 4 filled up to about 80 
kids.  We initiated over 150 new campers into the 
Tribe this summer, quite possibly an all-time record. 
In fact, we anticipate there may be modest waiting 
lists for both of our two-week sessions next year. 
More than ever, it will be imperative for our 
returning families to sign up for Returning Camper 
Discount (formerly Priority Enrollment) by 
September 15, 2013.  

Looking Forward
★ Camp Huawni will be turning 50 years old soon!  We are excited to

announce our 50th Anniversary will be held the weekend of August
1, 2015.  We want it to be so great that we’ve begun planning two 

years early!

★ This fall, we’ll be looking for more additions to our already stellar
staff.  Know someone who has integrity, drive, and passion to love

the kids?  They’ll be able to apply starting in September.

★ Camp parties are coming (likely in January and February)! We
would love to see you there as campers, alumnae, or families at

Huawni for the first time!

Thanks to our Huawni families and counseling staff 
for making the summer of 2013 such a blessing.  Life 
abundant happened, and I am so grateful.

Inwauh, Travis



What an exciting time to be part of the Huawni family.  When Daddy 
Earl stood on flagpole hill and envisioned all the things that Camp 
could offer,  I don’t know if he realized it would be going strong 
almost 50 years later.

I happily look back at 1981 and remember my 
first year.  I was 9 years old.  Everyone in 
Houston went to summer camp – Longhorn, 
Mystic, or Waldemar mostly.  However, on the 
recommendation from my grandmother, I went to 
Camp Huawni.  According to her, “everyone who 
was anyone in Kilgore went to Camp Huawni.”  
My mom and dad booked my friend Lacy and me 
on the Greyhound bus to Timpson.  We had a 
shoebox with our lunch in it and a bag of things 
to entertain us.  We sat on the second row 

(because it is safer than the front row and not near the back) and off 
we went.

Our parents had made sure to meet and talk to the bus driver to make 
sure he delivered us to Rusty Marshall in Timpson.  Unfortunately, 
the bus changed drivers in Nacogdoches and never informed the new 
driver of our destination.  In the pouring rain, the bus blew through 
Timpson and, by some divine intervention,  the bus driver realized he 
was supposed to have stopped.  He tried to turn the bus around on the 
highway and ended up stuck in the mud.  The driver got out and 
walked back to the Timpson bus depot.  There, he found Rusty.

Once the bus was unstuck we got our trunks and finally headed to 
camp.  I hated it at first.  I cried everyday.  I remember being carried 
most of the time.  Every counselor and director did anything they 
could to make me okay.  Near the end of the second week, I started to 
like it and have more fun.  By the time my parents came, I cried 
because I didn’t want to go home.  

Since then, I have been to camp every year — as a camper, a 
counselor, or a visitor; to retreats, to weddings, as an alum, and now 
as a parent.  I couldn’t imagine my life without Camp.  I am so 
honored to be President of the Alumnae Association and proud to 
have my kids be part of this great tradition.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
COLBY KERR DOYLE – CHAA PRESIDENT
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Mark Your Calendar!We’re Getting Together!
Event :  Fall Gathering
When :  Saturday, November 6, 2013, 6 PM
Where :  Home of Dana and Sean Stilley

6920 Allen Place Dr.
Ft. Worth, TX 76116

Event :  CHAA Weekend and Auction
When :  April 11-13, 2014
Where :  Camp Huawni

954 CR 4235
Timpson, TX 75975

The Scoop
What’s Been Going On With Your Huawni Friends?

• Steve and Lesa Abney  welcomed baby  girl Evan Kaye Abney  into the world
on Aug. 1, 2013.  She weighed 7 lbs. 9 oz. and was 19.5 inches long.

• Luke and Renee Porter welcomed baby  girl London Anne Porter into the
world on July 26, 2013.  She weighed 8 lbs. 2 oz. and was 20 inches long.

• Charlie and Sarah King welcomed baby  boy  Samuel Robert King into the
world on May 7, 2013 weighing in at 8 lbs. 9 oz.

• Kris and Bethany  Orheim welcomed a baby  boy  on Jan. 24, 2013.  Casey
Allen Orheim was 6 lbs. 15 oz. and 19.5 in. long.

• Micah and Kelly  Smith Howard welcomed twins on Aug. 25, 2013.  Evelyn
“Evie” Jean was born at 8:04 am followed by James Amos at 12:02 pm.

• Wyatt and Claire Lackey  Leavell welcomed another boy  into the world –
Harrison Kidd Leavell – on Aug. 29, 2013.

• Colin and Lindsey  Lackey delivered their third baby  girl, Elaina Gayle on Aug.
27, 2013.

• Andrew and Sarah Clendenen are expecting a future camper this September!

• Travis and Mandi Adams are expecting a baby due in February 2014!

• Many  more alum are expecting little ones in the coming months, including
Holly Hill Wiley, Amy Lewis Miller, and Traci Adams Pandya.

• In May, Caleb Homer asked Lauren Patton to marry  him, and she said yes!
They are planning for a wedding next year.

• C1S  Group, Inc., employer of Andrew  Clendenen and Aaron Liles (husband
to Lauren King Liles) was honored in Outdoor Magazine’s 100 Best Places to
work.

• There’s no better radio show  than Chris Watlington and Rob Payne calling
the Roughrider games on KDET – streamed live at www.cbc-radio.com.

Cougar’s Corner
Jim “Cougar” Cowart’s adventures and heartwarming stories 
about his early years at Huawni are often featured in these 
pages.  But during Session 4 this past summer, Cougar joined

 the Huawni staff and made the long awaited voyage into
the 8th Fire in
the same year
he turned 61! 
Look for more 
details about this 
story and more 
of Cougar’s tales 
in future editions 
of the CHAA 
newsletter.  

TREASURER’S REPORT

Hello fellow Huawnians! The 2013-14 membership year has 
started with a bang!  This spring we completed yet another 
extremely successful CHAA membership year.  A huge thank you 
to everyone who participated in the annual Alumni weekend and 
auction – from cleaning out flowerbeds to toting sacks of 
concrete to serving up delicious meals!  And to those who 
donated auction items, bid on those items, and/or offered other 
donations to the CHAA cause, a warm thank you!  

The auction alone raised a whopping $9,975, setting yet another 
record!  Our auctioneer, Mr. Micah Howard, set the tone for the 
evening and made the entire night such fun!  We were also 
blessed with some amazing in-kind donations plus membership 
dues for the year.  All-in-all, we were able to send 19 kids to 
camp on scholarships this summer and that amount totaled over 
$12,000!  What a selfless gift from all those involved and what a 
wonderful way to continue to spread the Huawni magic!

And finally, thank you to all who renewed your membership this 
year.  We are currently standing strong financially due to your 
continued involvement.  We want to see CHAA grow even bigger 
and better in order to give back to camp through scholarships and 
campus improvements.  Please renew your membership if you 
have not already!  Let’s encourage those who are not yet 
members to join!

Love and Inwauh,

Rebecca Palmer Smith
CHAA Treasurer 
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Join Chaa Today!
Not a member?

Just fill out the membership form included with this 
newsletter or visit www.camphuawni.com/alumni/get-
plugged-in.

Also find us on Facebook!  Simply search “Camp 
Huawni Alumni Association” at the top of 
your Facebook home page to get all the 
latest info from CHAA and to keep in 
touch with your camp friends.

‘Tis where I see the sun arisin’ and the pine trees swayin’ tall. . . Breathe the air a freshnin’ and hear the whippoorwill call. . . Where a better youth arises, and the fun never sets. . .

aa

We Love Our Donors
CHAA extends a warm thanks to our donors, auction contributors, 
and all who made the 2013 Alumni weekend possible.  Thank you!

The Abney’s & Southside BBQ
Paper Nest by Lesa Abney

Lesa and Steve Abney
Pam and Mike Adams
Linda and Pat Adams

Mandi and Travis Adams
Megan Bowdon & Omni Hotels

Melissa Murphy Burns
Sarah and Andrew Clendenen

Colby and Jeremy Doyle
The Hilton Heiresses

Kelly and Micah Howard
Kelly and Jeb Howard

The Don Howard Family
Charlie King

Melisa and Lee Lewis

Cristy and Matt Mayfield
Kara and Trey McAfee

David McGinnis
Nest Jewelry

Rebecca Palmer Smith
Jennifer and Landon Ogilvie

Kim and Rob Payne
Michael Anne and Price Pritchard

The Curtis Pritchard Family
The Shelby County Regulators

Royalty Pecan Farm
Amanda Sterrett Designs

Laura West Strawser & NYA Pilates
Steven Taylor

The Trout Family & TNT Fireworks
Audra Weber

Camp Huawni is nearing its 50th Anniversary, and we want you to
help us celebrate on August 1, 2015.  Keep camp in mind, and know that 
we appreciate all who help keep the Huawni tradition alive and well, like the 
wonderful folks listed above.

Help Us Celebrate

of Huawni
Log H Gifts
($100-$999):
Annette Crawford
Kelly Chirafis Dadabo
Colby and Jeremy Doyle
Kelly and Micah Howard
Cristy and Matt Mayfield
Kara and Trey McAfee
Michael Anne and Price Pritchard 
Adele, Dan, and Audra Weber

Silver Deer Gifts
($1000-$2499):

Mandi and Travis Adams
Dale Resources

Kay and Don Sinclair
Joan Wortley Hunt

Golden Deer Gifts ($2500 & above):
Austin Adams

Camp Huawni Alumni Association Members

Spring has become synonymous with the CHAA weekend for many of our active alum.  It 
is a chance to get back to our second home, share some laughs, remember faces new that 
became good friends, and of course make memories.

First things first: My wife, Sarah, informed me of the new maternity cabin we would be 
staying in called Center’s Holiday Inn.  At first, I felt bad about staying in a climate-
controlled suite instead of a cabin,  but then I woke up Saturday morning and it was near 
60°.  And I felt warm.

Saturday: I got to the main cabin porch just as the sun poked over the trees, and familiar 
faces started filing out of cabins: Lee Lewis then Cougar Cowart from Sun Up, Audra 
Weber out of Pine Top followed by Melissa Lewis (who, by the way, gets my All-Time 
All-Star Alumni Spouse Award... she has been at every alumni weekend I have attended 
AND run the OC, curled enormous hoses,  kept Lee out of trouble, and done it all with a 
smile!).   As the morning warmed up, Pam kindly opened the Two Story for some grub.  
Colby Doyle, Michael Anne Pritchard, and Melissa Murphy soon joined me on the porch 
for breakfast just in time for Travis Adams to start talking up OC Team Run.  I pulled my 
favorite former director’s trick and found something else very important to do.  But in 
fact,  I did.  Steve and Lesa Abney were preparing for that night’s dinner at JOI Ranch, and 
I was glad to help while Price Pritchard and Kara Messer set up for the silent auction.  

Silent Auction: We won’t tell the Dallas Cowboys that Rob Payne won the St. Louis 
Rams autographed helmet.  And we won’t tell Matt Mayfield about Cristy’s wild spending 
spree for camp gear, a Southside BBQ basket,  and a custom-made sign.  A big thanks to 
everyone who participated in the Silent Auction: Kara McAfee, Mike and Pam Adams, 
Kim Shultz, Dana Stilley, Austin Adams, Chris Watlington, Rebecca Smith, Jennifer 
Owens, Colby Doyle, Colby Miller, Caleb Homer, Adele Webber, Megan Bowdon, 
Michael Anne Pritchard, and Amy Miller. 

Live Auction: After live musical entertainment from Chris Watlington, Mike Adams, 
Travis Adams, and Colby Miller,  auctioneer Micah Howard rambled on like a real pro 
with his spotters, Austin and Travis Adams, at his side (the man’s got talent!).  Bidding 
was fierce and not for the faint of heart,  or light of wallet.  George Trout fought like the 
Blue Wolf for Director-For-A-Day.  Jennifer Owens made sparks winning the TNT Big 
Bang Fireworks package.  Colby Doyle and Austin Adams were victors in separate but 
equally bucolic packages of a Day at the Howard Ranch and a weekend stay in Hico, 
respectively.  Dana Stilley will be pampered at the Omni Hotel,  Spa and Bob’s Chop 
House.  Hey Austin, Steve’s Huawni Bean Bag Boards and my new Yeti cooler would tail 
gate nicely at a Rangers game and/or Jimmy Buffet concert.

But seriously, I can’t say enough about our gracious donors.   The proceeds helped dozens 
of families this summer and continued our mission: Scholarship, Fellowship, and 
Maintenance.   I highly recommend you all make plans to attend the 2014 CHAA Weekend 
April 11-13.  Continue the simple staff mantra of “Love the Kids.”

After a very moving Sunday service at the Little Red Church (thank you Steve), the 
weekend was adjourned and we all, very reluctantly, headed back out into the “real 
world.”    

Inwauh – Andrew Clendenen

Join us on Aug. 1, 2015


