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potential for scape-

goating the “Jews” in 

this part of the world 

for serious economic 

problems. Funds being 

raised by Jewish 

Federations and other 
organizations are going 

towards the security of 

Jewish institutions, 

increasing of immediate 

relief for the elderly 

and jobless as the new 

Ukrainian Government 

struggles to maintain 

basic services, and 

contingency plans in 

the event the situation 

f o r  t h e  J e w i s h 

c o m m u n i t y 

deteriorates quickly.  

Hoping for the best, 

but preparing for the 

worst, is the focus of 

Federation and our 

JDC and Jewish Agency 

partners. To date, the 

federation system has 

raised $775,000 for 

Ukrainian relief. 
 

Pew Study 

With the help of the 

NY Jewish Federation’s 

research department, a  

(Continued on page 2) 

 

I just returned from 

three days of meetings 

in NYC with Federa-

tion Intermediate City  

e x e c u t i v e s .  T he 

location of this year’s 

annual conference in 

NYC afforded us an  

opportunity to hear 

presentations from  

members of our top 

n a t i o n a l  a n d 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

organizations in the  

Jewish community in  

addition to the staff of 

the Jewish Federations 

of North America. 

Here are some bullet 

points: 

Ukraine 

Much attention and 

anxiety has been 

focused on the Ukraine 

over the past two 

weeks. A delegation of 

leadership from the 

Ukra in i an  J ew i sh 

community was at 

JFNA offices during our 
conference and we had 

an opportunity to 

receive some firsthand 

updates. First, the 

situation remains very 

delicate and unstable 

for the entire region 

and  the  J ew i sh 

community. Historic, 

economic, and family 

relationships between 

the Jews in the Ukraine 

and Russia remain very 

close and therefore 

very delicate. But 

Russian reports of 

growing neo-Nazi style 

a n t i - S e m i t i sm  i n 

Ukraine remain grossly 

exaggerated. The new 

Ukrainian Government 

has pledged and acted 

to quickly deal with any 

rogue groups seeking 

to use anti-Semitism as 

a tool to generate 

headlines or support. 

That said; all of us are 

all too familiar with the 
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programs is 10 fold 

what it was several 

decades ago and 

growing rapidly. Think 

Birthright Israel, a 

Federation supported 

program.  While we all 
worry about fundraising 

in our annual campaigns, 

t h e  n u m b e r  o f 

“American Friends of 

I s r a e l i  Nonp r o f i t  

Organizations” has 

grown from 275 in 1989 

to over 650 in 2010.  
 

 

Federation Allocations 
 

As you will note in 

another section of this 

Update, our Federation 

has made available 

several “micro grants” 

t o  s u p po r t  o u r 
synagogues and Jewish 

e d u c a t i o n .  I n  a 

discussion of how 

f e d e r a t i o n s  a r e 

allocating their annual 

funds, it was noted that 

only about 1/3 of the 

total group allocates 

c a m p a i g n  f u n d s 

exclusively in the 

tradit ional ,  budget 

subsidy manner. The 

overwhelming majority 

of federations now 

allocate solely, or in 

part, on a program 

based approach and a 

grant based approach. 
 

Annual Campaign VS 

Endowments 
 

Federations raise some   

report on the Pew 

Research Center’s 2013 

Survey of US Jews was 

broken down to focus on 

our size communities. 

There were some 

interesting statistics that 

went  beyond the 

headlines. Taking out the 

large metropolitan cities, 

our community falls into 

a small, select group.  

Fairfield County, plus 

Rockland County, NY, 

and the New Jersey 

counties of Middlesex, 

Monmouth, and Ocean, 

are the only areas of the 

US considered “high 

density” (over 5% of 

total pop.) Jewish 

population centers. (Also 

noted was that Fairfield 

is the only county in this 

group with more than 

one federation…at the 

time of the study, we had 

5.) All the other 

intermediate and small 

federations fall into 

medium or low density 

Jewish population areas. 

Some of the differences 

in the density areas are: 

high density = 85% of 

Jews identify by religion / 

low density = 69%. 28% 

intermarriage in high 

density / medium = 46% 
and low = 66%. 63% of 

Jews in high density 

communities provide 

J ewi sh  educa t iona l 

experiences for their 

children as opposed to 

46% in medium and 

36% in low density 

areas. 51% of  Jews 

indicated that most of 

their close friends are 
Jewish as opposed to 

15% and 28% for low 

and medium. The 

bottom line I took 

from the results is that 

even though there are 

s o m e  t r o u b l i n g 

numbers in the Pew 

Study overall, in 

Fairfield County we 

should be marketing 

our community as the 

most positive place to 

be Jewish outside of 

the big cities. And we 

should embrace our 

Jewish opportunities 

and strengthen them. 
 

Connection to Israel 
 

Utilizing results from 

the Cohen Center at 

Brandeis University, it 

was encouraging to 

l e a r n  t h a t  t h e 

connection to the State 

of Israel is higher now 

amongst 18 to 29 year 

olds than it has ever 

been in the history of 

the modern State. 

While this connection 

translates in different 

ways from previous 

g ener a t i on s ,  t he 

number of young 

people who have 

traveled to Israel on 

formal and informal 
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 $888 million dollars 

annually in their 

campaigns. Federation 

related endowments 

have assets in excess of 

$26 billion dollars. 

Today, Federation 
endowment earnings 

contribute 16% of 

a nn u a l  c a mp a i g n 

dollars. In the next ten 

years, endowment 

giving to the annual 

campaign is projected 

to be 37% of the total. 

In our community, the 

Jewish Community 

Foundation assets have 

just gone over the $5 

million dollar level. 

Focus on foundation 

g r o w t h  w i t h 

unrestricted and donor 

advised funds are 

critically important to 

the strength of our 

Jewish community. At 

the same time, in a 

keynote presentation 

to our group by John 

Ruskay, CEO of the 

Jewish Federation of 

N e w  Y o r k ,  a n 

impassioned plea was 

made for federations  

not to dilute the 

importance of or effort 

on the “Annual UJA/

F e d e r a t i o n 

Campaigns”. While 

recognizing that we 

might be living in a 

society where donors 

are increasingly focused  

(Continued on page 3) 
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and able to control 

where their money 

goes, the Jewish value 

of supporting the 

community is the 

foundation of our 

strength. The “annual 

campaign” is the 

expression of this 

precious ideal. It is 

what defines us as a 

community. And while 

it might be difficult and 

results harder and 

harder to come by, we 
will be tremendously 

diminished if we allow 

our annual campaigns 

to wither and die.  

 

 

ISRAEL TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

FIRST TIMERS AND VETERANS HAVE “TRIP OF A LIFETIME” 

Everyone who travels to Israel 

talks about their guide. But the 

group from our community who 

toured together this past 

November all agreed. With a mix 

of 50% first time visitors to Israel 

and some who had traveled on 

trips dozens of times, the reaction 

was unanimous; “best guide ever!” 
 

And now you can have the same 

experience as the JCCS reoffers 

the same trip with the same guide 

and Tour  Company th i s 

September. Contact anyone in the 

photos, or email steve@jccs.org 

for testimonials. In order to 
maintain the special atmosphere of 

this experience and to enable our 

group to see things not available 

to other groups, the trip is limited 

to a maximum of 25 participants.  

 

See the email attachment for the  

itinerary and contact the tour 

company directly (see bottom of 

itinerary) or Steve Wendell for an 

application and more information.   

mailto:steve@jccs.org
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UJA/FEDERATION ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

By Cheryl Green, Campaign Chair 2014 

Campa i gn  2014  i s 

underway and together 

WE can accomplish 

extraordinary things! 
 

Our Jewish Community as 

we know it is changing, 

and along with that change 

co m e s  t r e m e n d o u s 

opportunities.  Our 

campaign currently funds 

numerous programs and 

services including Merkaz, 

Israeli Young Emissaries, PJ 

Library, and much more.  

The beauty of our system 

is that with just one gift to 

our Annual Campaign, you 

can touch countless lives 

locally, in Israel and 

worldwide.  On any given 

day, your gift makes 

available the services of a 

social worker for a family 

in crisis.  On any given 

day, your gift provides safe 

shelter for a rape victim in 

Israel.  On any given day, 

your gift helps hungry Jews 

overseas with l i fe-

sustaining food packages.   
 

With the face of our 

community evolving, we 

are making great strides in 

expanding our funding to 

include micro grants for 

joint synagogue programs, 

for synagogue religious 

schools and grants to the 

New Haven JCC and 

Camp Gan Israel to assist 

with bussing of children 

from Eastern Fairfield 

County to summer day 

camp.  This is just the 

beginning in a long list of 

innovations proposed by 

the Thriving Jewish 

Community Initiative 

w a i t i n g  t o  b e 

implemented.  All that is 

required is the necessary 

dollars raised through 

our Annual Campaign.  

Our campaign began with 

t h e  t r e m e n d o u s l y 

successful off-Broadway 

production of The Gong 

Show at the Bijou 

Theatre generously 

donated by Lesl ie 

Goldbloom.   Now it is 

up to us to build on that 

momentum.  
 

As Passover approaches, 

we are once again 

cleansing our homes of 

chametz and we will be 

without those foods we 

enjoy and take for 

granted.   We will have 

the luxury to sit with 

family and friends at the 

Seder table to recall the 

story of our exodus to 

f r eedom and  the 

rebuilding of the Jewish 

people.  We make the 

impossible seem possible 

by working together 

towards a common goal-

a revitalized Jewish 

Community.  Now it is 

up to all of us to make 

those innovations set 

forth by the TJC a reality 

and to no longer do 

without.  To make your 

pledge or to increase 

your pledge to the 2014 

Annual Campaign, please 

call the office at 203-372-

6567 or by e-mail: 

steve@jccs.org.  
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Why Give to the 

Annual  

UJA/Federation 

On any given day, your 

one gift makes a world 

of difference. 
 

*Our Federation and 

JCCS have moved to a 

calendar fiscal year and 

Super Sunday has been 

r e s c h e d u l e d  f o r  

October 19, 2014.  

Watch for details in  

future mailings. 

JDC on the Front Lines 

in Ukraine 

Felix, an elderly client who 

rece i ves food and  

medicine from JDC, at his 

home in Sevastopol. 
 

Amid the ongoing crisis in 

Ukraine, JDC continues its 

work caring for the  

country's most vulnerable 

Jews – like 74-year-old 

Felix of Sevastopol, a city 

of about 340,000 on the  

Crimean peninsula. 
 

A native of Russia, Felix 

moved to Sevastopol at  

 

the age of 30 and quickly 

fell for the charms of the 

port city.  
 

“When I came to 

Sevastopol for the first 

time, I was so impressed 

with its history and 

architecture that I fell in 

love with the city and 

made up my mind to stay 

here forever and ever,” 

he says. 
 

The pensioner has found 

himself totally alone. 

Estranged from his only 

son, Felix relies on JDC 

and our Hesed Shahar 

social welfare center to 

ease his feelings of 

isolation and help meet 

his critical needs. 
 

“The center helps relieve 

my loneliness. I always 

find educated and smart 

people there  former 

professors, doctors, 

journalists, teachers,” he 

says. “There's no greater 

happiness than to be 

around people who 

understand you.” 
 

Now, with fear and 

tension gripping the city, 

Sevastopol ’s Hesed 

provides hope and 

support to Felix and a 

t h o u s a n d  o t h e r 

vulnerable elderly and at-

risk children.  
 

The Hesed is continuing 

its regular programs, but 

activated an emergency 

response and sent  
 

 

(Continued on page 4 
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Sasha and Dasha 

Identical Twins with Matching Passion for Being Jewish 

Sasha and Dasha are 24

-year-old identical twin 

sisters from Belarus. 

"We're very different 

but most people can't 

tell us apart," says 

Sasha, with a laugh. The 
identical sisters grew 

up together, both 

a t t e nd i n g  J e w i s h 

Sunday school and 

Jewish summer camps, 

supervising Birthright 

trips to Israel, and 

participating in the 

Jewish Agency's Masa, a 

s i x - m o n t h  s t ud y 

program in Israel. But 

now the sisters are 

separated; Sasha lives 

in Belarus, while Dasha 

has made aliyah. 
 

Thanks to the Jewish 

A g e n c y ' s  M a s a 

program, they got a 

chance to live in 

Jerusalem where they 

attended classes in 

Hebrew and the 

history of Judaism and 

Israel. 
 

"This country is really 

amazing," says Dasha 

about her new home. 

Next term, she will 

begin studying for a 

master's degree in 

economics at Tel Aviv 

University. "There are 

so many opportunities 

here in Israel, you can 

really develop and 

succeed," she says. 
 

At the moment, Sasha 
isn't planning to make 

aliyah, but she is just as 

passionate about Israel 

and her Jewish identity. 

She works for the 

Jewish Agency in 

Belarus, heads a Jewish 

youth club and she 

staffs various Jewish 

seminars and summer 

camps. In addition to 

her Jewish work, she 

works as an ecologist 

for a construction firm. 

The twins' interest in 

Judaism started when 

they were 9. "Our 

p a r e n t s  w e r e n ' t 

religious or traditional 

but we knew we were 

Jewish; it just didn't 

mean very much," 

Dasha explains. That 

changed, she says, 

when their parents 

enrolled them in a 

S u n d a y  s c h o o l 

program, where their 

aunt worked. 
 

Through the school, 

the girls found out 
about Jewish summer 

camp and, later, about 

Jewish youth groups 

that were active year-

round. "Summer camp 

was special," Sasha 

recalls, singling out the 

experience of Shabbat 
dinner as memorable. 

"We did this in Sunday 

school, but it was 

different in the camp," 

she says. The girls also 

had a chance to 

interact with Israelis 

there and meet many 

other Jewish youth, 

many of whom became 

close friends.  
 

Once they turned 18, 

Sasha and Dasha 

travelled to Israel for 

the first time with the 

T a g l i t - B i r t h r i g h t 

program. "Birthright 

was amazing!" Dasha 

says excitedly. "It was 

great because it really 

s h o w c a s e s  h o w 

incredible Israel is. 

There's so much 

history!" 
 

Sasha agrees. "And the 

Jewish people are truly 

special. You meet so 

many different people 

and learn about all the 

different backgrounds. 

It really was an 

u n f o r g e t t a b l e 

experience." 
(Continued on page 6 ) 

caregivers to clients' 

homes to distribute 

food and medication. 

JDC staff has also 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n 

emergency phone 

c h a i n  t o  s t a y 

connected with clients 

round-the-clock and 

provide for their 

needs. 
 

JDC operates 7 Hesed 

centers in Southern 

Ukraine: Odessa, 

Nikolayev, Kherson, 

Kirovograd as well as 
i n  C r i m e a  i n 

S i m f e r o p o l , 

S e v a s topo l ,  a nd 

Feodosia. The region 

h a s  a  J e w i s h 

population of about 

70,000 and JDC serves 

13,700 vulnerable 

elderly and 1,800 at-

risk children. In 

Crimea alone, the 

Jewish population is 

about 17,000, with 

about 4,000 vulnerable 

elderly and 1,000 at-

risk children. 
 

JDC has also stepped 

up security at its 

Hesed facilities as 

needed. 
 

JDC is primarily 

funded through the 

Jewish Federations of 

North America.  



B A T Y A 

W A S 

J U S T 

F O U R 

Y E A R S 

O L D 

W H E N 

S H E 

M A D E 

A L I Y A H  F R O M 

ETHIOPIA with her 

f a m i l y  d u r i n g 

Operation Solomon. 

F rom ab sorpt i on 

center in Tzfat—where 
she remembers little 

aside from the first 

snowfall she ever 

exper i enced — t hey 

m o v e d  t o  a 

"caravan" (a pre-fab 

house, similar to a 

mobile home) in 

Be'erotayim, a small  
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chance for young 

people to develop a 

J e w i s h  i d e n t i t y . 

"These resources-

the camps, the 

schools, the youth 

gr o ups - w ou l d n ' t 

exist without the 

Federation," says 

S a s h a .  " T h e 

Federation helps us 

feel our Jewish 

identity." 

They both feel that the 

trip changed them. 

"Coming home after 

Taglit was a little bit 

painful. I really wanted to 

go back," Dasha says of 

the passion she felt for 
the country after her 

first visit. Both sisters 

returned later as trip 

counselors, four times 

for Sasha and twice for 

Dasha. 
 

After Taglit, Sasha says, 

her connection with 

Israel continued to 

strength. "I wanted to 

teach others about this 

connection and help 

them experience it in the 

same way I had," she 

said. She became a 

summer camp counselor 

to help young Jews 

establish their Jewish 

identity and understand 

the significance of Israel. 

"I didn't want people just 

going on Birthright 

because it was available 

and free, I wanted them 

to understand what it 

meant, and why Israel is 

important." 
 

Involvement from afar 

wasn't enough for either 

of them, however. Once 

Dasha graduated from 

university, both moved 

to Israel for six months. 
Thanks to the Jewish 

Agency's Masa program, 

they got a chance to live 

in Jerusalem where they 

attended classes in 

Hebrew and the history 

of Judaism and Israel. 
 

That's what convinced 

Dasha to make aliyah. 

"The Masa program 

gave me the opportunity 

to live like an Israeli, to 

explore the country, to 

see and live in different 
places, and to get closer 

to Israelis and Israeli 

culture. It gave me the 

chance to find out if 

Israel is the place for me 

to live." 
 

With Dasha living in 

Israel, Sasha says, she 

has another reason to 

go back. At the moment 

though, she feels she is 

needed in Belarus, 

where she wants to 

represent Israel. "People 

in Belarus only know 

Israel through the 

media, where it's 

portrayed as a very 

militaristic and hostile 

place. Now I have the 

opportunity to educate 

my friends-both Jewish 

and non-Jewish-and 

change their opinions of 

Israel, to show them it's 

truly a wonderful place." 

Both agree that summer 

camps and Jewish 

summer schools are a 

necessity for young Jews 

growing up in Belarus 

and other countries in 

the region, often 

providing the only 
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community in Central 

Israel. she began first 

grade in a nearby town. 

When the school bus 

full of Ethiopian 

children pulled up at 

their new school, she 
recalls, the children 

there had climbed on 

the fences and were 

waving to their new 

classmates. "It was a 

very warm welcome," 

she said, smiling at this 

memory. "I loved 

school." 
 

After a few years in 

Be'erotayim, Batya's 

mother, tired of the 

isolation and eager for 

a permanent housing 

solution, moved the 

family to Hadera. 

Although she was only 

in fourth grade, Batya 

was already astute 

enough to be aware of 

the disadvantages 

Ethiopian Israelis faced, 

and confident enough 

to do something about 

it. She began offering 

dance lessons to 

neighborhood children, 

whose parents could 

not afford to pay for 

e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r 

activities. The lessons 

culminated in a 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 

performance that the 

mayor of the city 

attended. 
 

Batya 
  

Helping herself; 

Helping Israel. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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After high school, 

Batya enlisted in the 

army, where she 

served in a special unit 

for the Druze for two 

years, including during 

the Second Lebanon 
War. Despite her 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d 

confidence, Batya felt 

uncertain about her 

future as the end of 

her army service 

approached. She wasn't 

sure what do to 

next—she was really 

interested in academic 

studies, but simply 

didn't know where to 

start. 
 

Fortunately, a week 

after she was released 

from her army duty, 

she received an 

invitation to take part 

in a "Released from 

Duty" conference, 

organized jointly by a 

youth center and the 

Hadera city hall. She 

was intrigued—here 

was an opportunity to 

learn how to prepare 

for life as an adult 

civilian. 
 

“We learned what it 

means to be a citizen, 

the responsibilities you 

have as a grownup, and 

h o w  t o  t a k e 
responsibility for your 

life. They teach you 

basics like opening a 

bank account to how 

to be accepted to 

academic studies.” 
 

" T h i s  i n v i t a t i o n 

answered my deepest 

needs," she said. 

During the seminar, 

Batya filled out a 

questionnaire about 

her interests and goals. 
There was a section 

about volunteering, and 

she indicated that she'd 

be glad to volunteer at 

the youth center itself. 

"They called me after 

one or two weeks, and 

offered me the chance 

to participate in a 

Young Leadership 

course." It gave her a 

sense of purpose: 

"When you are 

released from the 

army, it's not easy to 

find a job, or figure out 

what to do or where 

t o  d o . "  I n 

disadvantaged areas 

l i k e  H a d e r a , 

e m p l o y m e n t  i s 

especially hard to find. 

During the four-month 

young  l eader sh ip 

course, "We learned 

what it means to be a 

c i t i z e n ,  t h e 

responsibilities you 

have as a grownup, and 

h o w  t o  t a k e 

responsibility for your 

life. They teach you 

basics like opening a 

bank account to how 

to be accepted to 

academic studies." "We 

study, got information 

about scholarships she 

could apply for—and 

help applying. 
 

The center offers a 

kind of cultural melting 

pot, providing a venue 

w here  E t h i op i an 

immigrants can meet 
Russian immigrants, 

other olim, and native 

Israelis as well. "We all 

had the same goal," 

Batya says of the other 

young people she met 

there. "We want to 

improve our city, 

reduce violence, and 

change the sad reality 

that some families can't 

afford to send their 

kids to afterschool 

activities." 
 

Batya, who is now 23, 

proudly states, "Today 

I am a second-year law 

student at The College 

o f  M a n a g e m e n t 

Academic Studies. 

What I am most 

interested in i s 

constitutional law, 

where we study the 

basic and natural rights 

of every human being." 

In addition to her own 

studies, Batya is 

t u t o r i n g  t h r e e 

s i s t e r s — " t h r e e 

charming girls who I 

really love. These girls 

are being raised only  

were given the tools to 

build a business plan, 

to develop an idea and 

accomplish a vision." 
 

JDC's Centers for 

Young Adults are 

located in cities with 

l a r g e  i m m i g r a n t 

populations. Open to 
all young adults, they 

serve as a central 

venue for projects to 

help young immigrants 

find their place in 

Israeli society. The 

centers provide a wide 

range of counseling and 

orientation services 

under one roof, 

including guidance 

r e ga rd i n g  h i g her 

e d u c a t i o n  a n d 

vocational training, job 

skills and life skills. 
 

Recently released 

soldiers like Batya are 

frequently unaware of 

all the options available 

to them, especially 

when they come from 

poor neighborhoods 

with few positive role 

models. "The center 

offers and reveals us to 

all kinds of things that 

exist," —things, Batya 

says, that she might 

have figured out 

eventually, but that the 

youth center brought 
to her attention. She 

received guidance and 

direction to help her 

figure out what to 

(Continued on page 8 ) 
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HELPS FUND KESHER PROJECT  

rhy thms  u s in g  mus i c a l 

instruments or scarves, and 

singing in a group around the 

piano. 
 

The group has bonded into a 

loving family and visitors to its 

meetings leave with a very 

warm and special feeling. The 

participants' enthusiasm and joy 

in learning and sharing with 

each other is truly wonderful 

for them, for their families, and 

for the volunteers who work 

with them. 
 

For more information, contact 

Rhea Farbman, Kesher Project 

Director: 

rheasmusic@aol.com    

Our two Federation, Young, 

Israeli Emissaries, Omer and 

Ya’ara, join the members of 

Kesher for an exciting 

program of Israeli music and 

dance.  
 

The Kesher Project is a 

privately funded, not for 

profit, program that kindles 

the light of Judaism in 

developmentally challenged 

adults. The program meets at 

Congregation B'nai Israel. 
 

It focuses on the ritual and 

spirit of Jewish holidays and 

incorporates arts and crafts 

and snacks with the 

traditional Jewish songs of 

each holiday. There is dancing 

to piano music, moving to 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

by their father, and he is 

doing a tremendous job. 

Sometimes we study; 

sometimes we sing, 

dance and just have fun." 

Batya's proud of being a 

role model to them and 

it's clear that she's as 

attached to the girls as 

they are to her. Grateful 

for the opportunities she 

herself has been offered, 

s h e  r e g a r d s  h e r 

relationship with the girls 

as a way of giving back. 
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Save  

the  

Date 

Cocktails 
for a 
Cause 

 

May 
29th 

mailto:rheasmusic@aol.com
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FEDERATION APPROVES MICRO GRANTS TO SUPPORT SYNAGOGUES 
 

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR JOINT SYNAGOGUE PROGRAMS AND RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS 

 

Two new UJA/Federation 

(JCCS) initiatives recognizing 

the positive collaborative work 

synagogues are engaged in to 

promote Jewish continuity in 

our community and the 

importance of our synagogue 

religious schools have been 

announced by Karen Ferleger, 

JCCS Board Chair and Andrea 

Gottschall, UJA/Federation 

Allocations Committee Chair.  
 

In announcing these new 

initiatives recommended by 

the Allocations Committee 

and approved by the JCCS 
Board of Directors at their 

March meeting, Andrea noted; 

“As we look towards the 

future and the role of our 

Federation following the sale of 

the JCC building,, we are able 

to refocus our attention on the 

TJC process and conclusions 

from that important community 

s t u d y .  S y n a g o g u e   

collaboration and effective use 

of resources was a priority 

identified during the TJC 

process. This year's Federation 

Allocations Committee is 

committed to begin the process 

of implementing the major 

priorities of the TJC study and 
has set aside funds to assist in 

this area as a starting point.” 
 

The two funded micro grant 

categories include funding to 

support joint synagogue 

programs (two or more 

synagogues) and funding for 

synagogue religious school 

education including software 

for new curriculum and 

hardware to improve the 

del ivery of educational 

mater ia ls .  Request for 

proposals (RFPs) are being 

made available to synagogue 

leadership and applications will 

be reviewed during the month 

of April with funding beginning 

immediately after approval for 
programs during the 2014 

calendar year. Information is 

available by contacting Steve 

Wendell;   steve@jccs.org   
 

Community-Wide Yom HaShoah Commemoration 
 

Co-sponsored by the Jewish Federations and the Board of Rabbis of Eastern Fairfield County 

and Rabbinic Council of Westport, Weston, Wilton, and Norwalk 
 

Sunday, April 27th 
 

7:00—8:00 PM Yom HaShoah Service “Passing the Torch” 

8:15—9:45 PM Screening of the film The Soap Myth 
 

B’nai Israel  

2710 Park Avenue 

Bridgeport, CT  

mailto:steve@jccs.org


Boys Basketball: JCC Schoolboy Classic 

Roster,- Game information 

Tickets for the game will be 

$12 and can be purchased at 

the New Haven JCC. There will 

be an East-West Girls game at 

1:30 PM followed by the boys 

game against the New Jersey 

All-Star team. 
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JCCS  & FAIRFIELD  

WHOLE FOODS  

OFFER  

PASSOVER FOOD TASTING 

SUNDAY  

APRIL 6, 12 NOON TO 3:00 PM 

The JCCS UJA/Federation of 

Eastern Fairfield County will be 

participating with Whole Foods 

Market of Fairfield, 350 

Grasmere Ave., for an afternoon 

of Passover food tasting. In 

collaboration with our area 

s y n a g og ue s  and  J e w i s h 

institutions, the JCCS will have 

an information table and 

volunteers at the Whole Foods 

Market on Sunday, April 6, 

answering questions about our 

Jewish community and materials 

about membership and activities 
for folks doing their Passover 

shopping.  
 

Everyone is invited from 12 to 3 

to partake of the special Whole 

Foods Passover tasting party 

including such items as: Acme 

smoked fish from Brooklyn, 

brisket from our butcher, 

matzah ball soup, gefilte fish and 

other traditional dishes from the 

Passover Catering Menu and the 

kosher sections of the store.  

The Connecticut roster for 

the 53rd annual JCC 

Schoolboy/Schoolgirl Classic, 

to be held on Sunday, April 

13 at the New Haven Jewish 

Community Center in 

Woodbridge, is as follows: 

Tyler Ancrum  

(Bridgeport Central) 

Raiquan Clark  

(Hillhouse) 

Paschal Chukwu  

(Fairfield Prep) 

Andre Frederick  

(Hand) 

Ian Gardener  

(Kolbe Cathedral) 

Levy Gillespie Jr.  

(Capital Prep) 

Chris Lowry  

(Woodstock Academy) 

Obi Momah  

(Farmington) 

Tyshon Rogers  

(Crosby) 

Tyler Rowe  

(Windsor) 

Issac Vann  

(Bunnell) 

Alex Wolf  

(Greenwich) 

 

Coaches:  

Ken Smith (Windsor) and 

Levy Gillespie Sr.  

(Capital Prep). 

Hillhouse’s Raiquan Cklark goes 

over Prep’s Paschal Chukwu 

during the 2013 Class LL state 

championship game. Both 

Chukwu and Clark will be 

playing in the JCC Schoolboy 

Classic on April 13. (Melanie 

Stengel/Register) 

Published March 26, 2014 | by 

Joe Morelli  

http://www.gametimect.com/girls-basketball-jcc-schoolgirl-classic-selects-roster/
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We welcome any comments, suggestions and submissions and 

are continually working on updating all our emails. If you 

receive duplicates or know someone who would like to be 

included on our mailing list please contact us at 

janet@jccs.org  

Steven R. Wendell, President and CEO UJA/Federation (JCCS), steve@jccs.org 

Steven M. Friedlander, Executive Director, UJA/Federation WWWN, sfriedlander1@optonline.net 

Stacy Kamisar, Program Director, stacykamisar@optonline.net 

Janet Wainright, Administrative Assistant, janet@jccs.org 

Bonnie Russo, Bookkeeper, bmrusso1@optonline.net 

Ruth Shankman, Office Administrator, ruths1@optonline.net 
 

431 Post Road East, Suite 17, Westport, CT 06880, 203-372-6567 
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April  

Community Calendar 

Begins sunset of, Monday, April 14 

Ends nightfall of Tuesday,  April 22 

Wishing you all a Happy Passover! 

The Board and staff of the JCCS 

mailto:janet@jccs.org
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