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a few other communities in 

the country that have 

already merged and we are 

using their guidance as we 

forge ahead.  In the 

meantime, we are already 

sharing resources in the 

Westport office and most 

of our events are combined 

events encompassing both 

communities.   
 

There is one change that I 

have to say is very sad for 

me.  At the end of this 

month, our CEO, Steve 

Wendell, will be moving 

south to take on the role of 

executive director of the 

United Jewish Community 

o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a 

Peninsula.  When I accepted 

the role of Chair it was 

under the condition that 

Steve remain as our 

executive.  I don’t think I 

would have been able to do 

it without him.  His 

knowledge, strong work 

ethic, and dedication has 

helped our community 

th rough  some ver y 

challenging years.  We are a 

s t ron ge r  co mmun i t y 

because of Steve.  You will 

be missed, my friend! 
 

I hope you all have a 

wonderful and relaxing 

summer! 

 

 

Change: that has been the 

word we have used for the 

past few years as our 

commun it y  re inven ts 

itself.  Change is not always 

easy.  But in the case of our 

community, change is upon 

us, and I have been watch-

ing the positive ways we 

have been embracing this 

change. Just a few days ago, 

I had the opportunity to be 

a part of the groundbreak-

ing ceremony for our new 

community campus at 4200 

Park Ave.  To see the JCCS 

building in the background 

was bittersweet, but the 

excitement from the 

community members at the 

event was extremely 

enthusiastic.  Along with 

Andrew Banoff, Governor 

Malloy, and Mayor Bill 

Finch, I had the opportunity 

to share the excitement of 

our community with the 

crowd for such a wonderful 

project.  We are looking 

forward to our new “Jewish 

Home” on the new 

campus.   
 

While our campus is in the 

works, we have held many 

community events at our 

local synagogues.  For Yom 

Hashoah, our Holocaust 

memorial event was held at 

B’nai Israel.  All our local 

synagogues participated, as 

well as our new partners in 

Westport, Wilton, Weston 

and Norwalk.  To see the 

collaboration of all the 

Synagogue Rabbis was 

extremely meaningful.  We 

had a joint Yom Hazikaron 

program at Beth El with our 

Young Emissaries leading 

the event.  On Yom 

Ha’atzmut, all our local 

synagogues gathered at 

Lake Mohegan for a 

celebration with drums, 

Israeli food, songs, and 

dance around the campfire. 

That was a particularly 

meaningful event for me 

because this program was 

s ponsored  b y  your 

Federation dollars.  To see 

faces from al l  our 

synagogues was really in the 

spirit of community. 
 

Another exciting change is 

the collaboration with our 

neighbors and friends at the 

WWWN Federation.  We 

are continuing to work 

towards a merger, creating 

a  n e w ,  d y n a m i c 

Federation.  We have 

enlisted the help of JFNA 

(Jewish Federations of 

North America) to help 

with the merger.  There are 
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Message from the President and CEO                   

Steven R. Wendell 

So the tears of sadness 

and nostalgia should turn 

to tears of joy soon as 

the new campus facility 

takes form. We can 

celebrate that, as a 

community, we have 

found a way to evolve 

and cont inue the 

tradition established 

more than 100 years ago 

with the JCC and more 

than 40 years ago with 

the opening of The 

J e w i s h  H o m e . 

Congratulations to all 

who had a hand in 

making this happen. 
 

And with this, my final 

“update”, I bid you all 

farewell and the best 

wishes for what I know 

will be a great future. 

Last Wednesday, I had 

the privilege of attending 

the groundbreaking 

ceremony for the new 

Jewish Senior Services 

campus building on the 

Park Avenue site of the 

J ew i sh  Commun i t y 

Center. As hopefully all 

of you are aware, our 

JCC building was closed 

last August after 52 years 

of operation on the site 

and having served the 

needs of hundreds of 

thousands of children, 

teens, adults, and seniors 

in our Jewish community 

a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l 

c o m m u n i t y .  A s 

previously noted in this 

column, the decision to 

close the JCC was many 

years in the making, 

encompassing major 

community studies and 

end less  hours  o f 

v o l u n t e e r  a n d 

professional meetings 

and deliberations. 
 

I must admit, that I, along 

with others, had a tear 

or two in my eyes as I 

gazed at the partially 

dismantled JCC building 

where I began my 

professional Jewish 

communal career more 

than 40 years ago in what 

was a new, bright, and 

bustling center of our 

community. But as we all 

know, nothing stays the 

same in the fast moving 

world of today and our 

individual, family, and 

community needs are 

ever changing. The Jewish 

Community Center of 

Bridgeport is over 100 

years  old  as  an 

institution. And it has 

seen a number of 

evolutions and addresses 

during that time. 
 

The Jewish Community 

Center at 4200 Park 

Avenue, while being torn 

down as a building, is 

now giving rise to a new 

campus facility that will 

serve the needs of our 

community. While the 

exact nature of the new 

campus may be different 

than the current JCC 

facility, it is in keeping 

with the mission of a 

J e w i s h  co mm un i t y 

center: a facility to be a 

center of the community 

following the traditions 

and values of Judaism. 
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 An Inside View of Merkaz 
 Marjorie Krubiner, Director of Merkaz 

 Lori Berger,  Merkaz Committee Chair 
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Merkaz Community High School 

for Judaic Studies has continued 

to thrive and flourish for its 34th 

consecutive year providing 

Jewish education to thousands 

of teens in our community. We 

are so fortunate to be as vibrant 

as ever, despite a declining trend 

of  s imi lar programs in 

Connecticut and nationwide, 

who struggle to maintain 

enrollment and keep their doors 

open.  
 

Merkaz has been hailed as the 

pride of our community. The 

program has a dynamic and 

relevant curriculum with 35 

course offerings each semester. 

Teens engage in  l i ve ly 

discussions, debates, and 

interactive activities in a wide 

range of topics that address 

ethics, values, decision making, 

and leadership all in the context 

of Jewish teachings. Each 

Tuesday evening, students clarify 

and strengthen their Jewish ties 

and identity. This year, Merkaz 

s e r v e d  1 8 0  s t u d e n t s 

representing 6 synagogues, 6 

area towns, and 15 high schools. 

M e rk a z  a l s o  we l co m e s 

unaffiliated students from 

Eastern Fairfield County. 
 

Merkaz is truly a community 

high school in name and culture, 

as the faculty is comprised of 

our community ’s rabbis , 

rel ig ious educators, and 

committed and dedicated lay 

leaders.                  

Community professionals and 

inspirational speakers play an 

integral role in the learning 

process and are frequently 

invited to Merkaz to share their 

expertise and life stories. 

Students get an up close and 

personal view of Judaism and 

our community. It is not only an 

opportunity to learn about their 

past, but most importantly to 

participate in learning that will 

help shape their future. 
 

Sunday classes are another 

option for Merkaz students. 

Participants are encouraged to 

engage in hands-on experiences 

while learning about Jewish 

history, culture, values, and faith. 

These classes, promoting 

commun i t y  serv i ce  and 

interaction, include Mitzvah and 

Money Matters, where students 

experience Judaism in action, 

and L’Dor V’Dor ~ From 

Generation To Generation, 

where oral histories are 

c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  o u r 

community’s elders. Merkaz is 

the place to be for teens in our 

community! 
 

Recently, our Federation Board 

unanimously voted for Merkaz 

to function as an independent 

501c3 and Merkaz will establish 

a self-governing Board of 

Trustees.  All of us involved in 

this endeavor are looking 

forward to the future and the 

continued success of Merkaz. 

 
 

On June 8th, 42 seniors will 

graduate at Congregation Beth 

El at 7:30 pm, and all are 

welcome and encouraged to 

attend. Merkaz Graduation 

brings our community together 

t o  h e a r  t h e  p e r so n a l 

experiences of our graduates 

and to join in celebration of its 

next generation of Jewish youth.   
 

Merkaz registration packets will 

be sent to students and their 

families in late August for the 

upcoming 2014-2015 school 

year. 
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Members of our local synagogues gather at Lake Mohegan in Fairfield to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmut. 
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New  Website to Launch June 1 

The UJA/Federations of Eastern Fairfield County  and Westport, Weston, Wilton, Norwalk are sharing a 

website where you will find the Community Calendar, upcoming events, a community directory, and 

more.  Stay connected—visit often!    

Steven R. Wendell, President and CEO UJA/Federation (JCCS), steve@jccs.org 

Steven M. Friedlander, Executive Director, UJA/Federation WWWN, sfriedlander1@optonline.net 

Stacy Kamisar, Program Director, stacykamisar@optonline.net 

Janet Wainright, Administrative Assistant, janet@jccs.org 

Bonnie Russo, Bookkeeper, bmrusso1@optonline.net 

Ruth Shankman, Office Administrator, ruths1@optonline.net 
 

431 Post Road East, Suite 17 

Westport, CT 06880, 203-372-6567 

Visit us at:  http://www.ujafederation.org/                        http://www.ujafederation.org/calendar/ 

We welcome any comments, suggestions and submissions and are continually working on updating our database. If you  

receive duplicates, or know someone who would like to be included on our mailing list, please contact us at janet@jccs.org  

http://www.ujafederation.org/ 

http://www.ujafederation.org/
http://www.ujafederation.org/calendar/
mailto:janet@jccs.org
http://www.ujafederation.org/

