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programs directly to the 

calendar using the 

“Suggest An Event” tab 

on the calendar menu 

bar. Janet Wainright, 

F e d e r a t i o n 

Administrative Assistant 

(janet@jccs.org) is now 

a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e 

calendar and will be 

happy to answer any 

questions. A special 

thanks to Alana Fodeman 

who maintained our 

calendar during the past 

8 months of transition. 

As you will read in the 

following article, Steve 

Friedlander, Executive 

Director of the WWWN 

Federation will be 

assuming the additional 

role of President and 

CEO of the JCCS and 

work with the leadership 

of both Federations in 

shepherding the merger 

p r o c e s s  t h a t  i s 

ant ic ipated to be 

completed by early 2015. 

WWWN and the JCCS, 

with the assistance of the 

Jewish Federations of 

North America, have 

launched a national 

search for a Director of  

 

This past Sunday evening, 

I, along with an overflow 

crowd, had the privilege 

o f  a t t e n d i n g  a n 

exceptional program at 

Congregation B’nai Israel. 

This was the first, 

combined, Federations of 

Westport, Weston, 

Wilton, Norwalk and 

Eastern Fairfield County 

Y o m  H a s h o a h 

( H o l o c a u s t 

Remembrance) program. 

Eight area synagogues, 

including their rabbinic 

leadership, cantorial 

leadership, educational 

leadership, choirs, and 

volunteers, and our 

Federation Young Israeli 

Em i s s a r i e s ,  j o i ned 

together with Holocaust 

s u r v i v o r ,  L i s b e t h 

Ruderman, and second 

generation children of 

s u r v i v o r s ,  R o b e r t 

Neumann and Ann Cohn, 

to create an engaging 

event inspiring us all the 

to “Carry the Torch” of 

r e m e m b r a n c e  a n d 

tolerance for ourselves 

and generations to come. 

Coordinated by Rabbi 

Evan Shultz of B’nai Israel 

and Rabbi Ron Fish of 

Beth El Norwalk, the 

evening was truly a 

demonstration of the 

power of collaboration 

with in  our Jewish 

communities. 

Progress on the merger 

of the Federations of 

Westport ,  Weston , 

Wilton, and Norwalk 

(WWWN) and Eastern 

F a i r f i e l d  C o u n t y 

(Bridgeport, Fairfield, 

T rumbu l l ,  Monroe , 

Easton, and Stratford) has 

been very positive with 

the above program being 

one example and other 

programs noted in this 

edition of our JCCS 

Update .  We have 

successfully merged our 

Community Calendars 

into one, interactive 

calendar that can be 

directly accessed via: 

h t t p : / /

www.ujafederation.org/

calendar/  All synagogues 

and Jewish organizations 

are invited to submit their 
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Development to assist with the fundraising needs of 

both Federations. On a daily basis, staffs of both the 

WWWN and the JCCS are coordinating their 

efforts with the goal of strengthening the 

relationship between the two communities. 
 

All the details have been completed as regards the 

sale of the JCC property to Jewish Senior Services 

and the finalizing of the lease arrangements for the 

merged Federation to occupy approximately 5400 

square feet of office space on the new Campus 

Facility with the Jewish Home. The Joint 

Cooperation Agreement between JSS and the JCCS 

provides the Federation with the ability to use many 

of the new Campus building facilities to run 

programs on the site. 

 

It has been an interesting, challenging, sometimes 

frustrating, but overall fulfilling four years for me on 

my return to the JCCS organization. Hopefully, I 

have had some role in setting a positive direction for 

our community. I have been blessed over these past 

four years to be able to work with dedicated and 

visionary volunteer leadership, staff, and communal 

colleagues. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve 

our community. As I prepare to leave for my new 

adventure in Virginia, and knowing that there is much 

left to accomplish, I am reminded of a quote from the 

Gemara (teachings of the ancient rabbis) “The one 

who causes others to do is greater than the one who 

does”. 

 

DON’T FORGET OUR ANNUAL  

UJA/FEDERATION CAMPAIGN 

YOUR GIFT MAKES  

THE FUTURE POSSIBLE. 
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The Federation and area synagogues partner with Whole Foods, Fairfield, for 

Passover food tasting April 6th.  

The JCC 53rd Annual  

Schoolboy Schoolgirl Classic, 

held April 13th. 

Alison Lurie former Bridgeport 

JCC Program Director, now 

Director of Youth Programs at 

New Haven JCC, greets one of 

the CT All Stars. 

Steve Wendell (Continued from pg 1) 
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Message from the Executive Director 

UJA/Federation Westport Weston Wilton Norwalk  

Steven M. Friedlander 

Together and only 

together can we bring 

hope and new, exciting 

resources to our 

community.  Please 

accept our invitation to 

become active donors 

and volunteers.  You are 

the architects and 

builders of our process 

of renewal. 
 

I am reminded of the 

Hasidic saying: “Reaching 

the top of the mountain 

depends not on how fast 

one climbs, but rather it 

depends upon where and 

when one chooses to 

rest.”  We have rested, 

we have waited and we 

have planned; it is now 

time to climb.  I look 

forward to joining our 

Jewish adventure. 

 

B’shalom, 

Steve Friedlander 

u n i f i e d  J e w i s h 

community; a process 

that has been discussed 

for the past 35 years will 

now attain its valued 

goal.  This is an historic 

moment for the Greater 

Jewish community, and I 

feel honored to be asked 

to lead our new, unified 

organization. 
 

As I mentioned in my 

opening sentence, I am 

not a stranger to the 

Eastern Fairfield Jewish 

community -- far from it.  

The tenure of my first 

executive-level position 

began in 1977, when I 

was invited to lead Jewish 

Family Service, in 

Bridgeport.  In fact, one 

of my clearest early 

memories was being 

personally greeted on my 

first day at JFS by Rabbi 

Israel Stein, who walked 

across the street from 

Rodeph Sholom to wish 

me well and to pledge his 

support.  I made many 

valued friends during my 

stay in the Bridgeport 

area, and a significant 

number of friendships 

h ave  sub sequen t l y 

followed me as my 

career unfolded, while 

s e r v i n g  e x e c u t i v e 

leadership roles at the 

Stamford JCC, the 

Nat iona l  Touret te 

Syndrome Association 

and The Interfaith Center 

of New York.  I finally 

found my way back to 

Connecticut in 2004, 

when I was asked to 

serve as executive 

d i re c tor  o f  U JA/

Federation Westport 

W e s t o n  W i l t o n 

Norwalk.  So, it feels like 

I have come full circle. 
 

And now, the challenge.  

While there is great 

sadness at the loss of our 

JCC, we have been 

blessed that the property 

has remained within our 

reg ion-wide Jewish 

family.  Jewish Senior 

Services will construct a 

new, state of the art 

Jewish “home,” and our 

m e r g e d  J e w i s h 

Federation will occupy its 

own office space on the 

campus.  Moreover, our 

leadership will  be 

working together to 

create a vibrant, relevant 

and caring center of our 

Jewish community.  The 

planning for the future, 

which began with the 

T h r i v i n g  J e w i s h 

Community Initiative 

planning process, will 

now be able to convert 

our wishes into reality.  

We will be able to 

enhance and strengthen 

our partnerships with 

our area synagogues, 

which represent the 

connection between our 

past and our Jewish 

future. 
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A Homecoming And 

A Challenge 

 
 

Dear friends, 
 

I’m coming home.  Or at 

least that’s how it feels 

to me. 
 

Within the next couple 

of months, I will be 

assuming the professional 

leadership of UJA/

Federation of Eastern 

Fairfield County, when 

my colleague and good 

friend, Steve Wendell, 

leaves our area to take 

the helm as CEO of the 

U n i t e d  J e w i s h 

Community of the 

Virginia Peninsula.  While 

this move is a great 

opportunity for Steve, I 

feel personally sad at his 

leaving; he and I have 

e n j o y e d  a  v e r y 

productive and friendly 

relationship during the 

past two years, with 

much of that time being 

devoted to successfully 

advancing the merger 

process between the 

Bridgeport-area and 

Westport-area Jewish 

Federations.  We are 

now within months of 

joining together as one  



Update on JDC Emergency Efforts in Ukraine 

April 2014 

as well as intensified anxiety and 

uncertainty, the Heseds have 

increased services and Hesed 

workers are operating at above 

full capacity to reach and provide 

the needed support to those Jews 

who require the most assistance.  
 

Examples of economic hardships: 

Since the beginning of February 

through the beginning of April 

2014, the price for 95 octane gas 

has increased by 20%. 
 

Price surveys for the 25 most 

frequently purchased medicines (in 

Kiev) have increased in a range of 

7% - 71% since mid-January and 

the end of March. A survey of the 

mostly purchased food stuffs 

shows the following increases:   
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oil - 22%; rice - 20%; chicken - 43%; 

flour - 20%; beets - 23%; cabbage - 

55%; potatoes - 19%; sour cream - 

25%; milk, cheese and eggs - 7%; 

sugar and tea - 12%. 
 

Increases in energy costs are being 

reported. Layoffs and redundancies 

throughout Ukraine are growing. 
 

In response to the needs brought 

about by the crisis, JDC is providing 

some 27,500 of our most needy 

and vulnerable clients with at least 

one supplemental service during 

March and April. Below is an 

overview of the services JDC has 

provided due to the emergency 

situation: 

With the outbreak of the 

Ukrainian crisis it became clear 

that immediate additional 

attention and support was 

required to assist our fellow 

Jews as they are weathering the 

emotional, physical and mental 

effects of the emergency. 

Despite the difficulties of 

working in Ukraine during this 

period, JDC continues to 

provide essential humanitarian 

assistance to thousands of 

impoverished Jewish elderly and 

at-risk children and their 

families.  Thanks to steadfast 

core support of the Jewish 

Federation network and those 

Federation partners and funders 

who have provided extra funding 

to address the emergency 

assistance needs that are so 

pressing in Ukraine, JDC has 

been successful in utilizing the 

significant infrastructure in place 

throughout the region to 

respond to the needs on the 

ground over the past two 

months. 
 

JDC operates 32 Hesed relief 

centers across Ukraine, through 

which destitute Jewish elderly 

and at-risk children and their 

families receive essential care. 

Hesed centers were functioning 

prior to the crisis—serving over 

60,000 elderly and close to 

9,000 children and their families 

with food, medicine, homecare, 

winter relief and other essential 

services.  Since the onset of the 

crisis, which has brought with it 

increasing economic hardships 

(Continued on pg 5) 
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do not accept Russian currency 

yet. Reports are that medicines 

are difficult to get and those still 

available have skyrocketed. Hesed 

workers are reporting that clients 

a r e  s u f f e r i n g  i n c r e a s e d 

psychological stress due to the 

situation and the uncertainty of 

what the future holds for them.   
 

In  North-East Ukraine 

(Kharkov, Sumy, Poltava, Shostka, 

Konotop, Mirgorod) region: 

Food Assistance: In April, a total 

of 6,737 clients (6,063 elderly and 

674 children and their families) will 

receive an additional $5 to $14 in 

food assistance on their food or 

bank cards, depending on their 

income and criteria. Priority, as in 

other regions in Ukraine, will be 

given to the most needy and to 

clients who are living alone.  
 

I n  E a s t  U k r a i n e 

(Dnepropetrovsk, Krivoy Rog, 

Zaporozh i e ,  K reme nchug , 

Donetsk, Lugansk, Kramatorsk, 

Melitopol, Mariupol) region: 

Food Assistance: In April, a total 

of 12,528 clients (10,920 elderly 

and 1,608 children and families) 

will receive $10 or $11 in 

additional food assistance.  These 

funds will be provided to clients 

who receive regular food 

assistance.  One-time food 

assistance of $25 to $30 will also 

be distributed to vulnerable clients 

who do not normally receive food 

assistance, but have been deemed 

eligible due to the crisis.  

 

In Central and Western 

Ukraine  (Kiev,  Zhitomir, 

Cherkassy, Chernigov, Vinnitsa, 

Lvov, Chernovtsky, Khmeinitski, 

Uzhgorod, Ivano-Frankovsk, Lutzk, 

Rovno) region: 
 

Food Assistance:  A total of 

9,074 clients (elderly and children 

and their families) will receive one-

time assistance of between $14.5 

to $20 to their food cards or bank 

cards, depending on their 

income.  Priority is being given to 

the most needy and to clients who 

are living alone.  This assistance is 

a l so  be i n g  ex t ended  to 

approximately 750 clients who did 

not receive regular food assistance 

from the Hesed, but who were 

deemed eligible due to the 

emergency. 
 

Homecare: In Kiev, some of the 

homebound elderly living in the 

city center had round the clock 

homecare assistance over the 

initial and most difficult days of 

riots in downtown Kiev.  The 

extra hours helped these 

vulnerable clients, ensuring that 

they were not alone, with no one 

to care for them, during these 

tumultuous days. 
 

S a f e t y :  B a s e d  o n  t h e 

recommendations of JDC's Chief 

Security Officer, additional 

security measures were taken at 

the Heseds in Lvov, Rovno, 

Zhitomir, Vinnitsa, and Cherkassy, 

providing expanded security guard 

hours, including overnight security 

guards. Emergency first aid kits 

and fire extinguishers were 

purchased for 10 Heseds and JCCs 

in the region. 
 

In Odessa and Southern 

Ukraine/ Crimea (Nikolaev, 

Kherson, Odessa, Feodosia, 

K i r o v o g r a d ,  S e v a s t o p o l , 

Simferopol) region: 
 

Food Assistance: A total of 

4,652 clients (3,227 elderly and 

1,425 children and their families) 

received $10 to $35 in additional 

food assistance, depending on 

their criteria.  Priority is being 

given to the neediest and to clients 

who are living alone.  Of those 

elderly receiving this special 

assistance, approximately 1/3 live 

in Crimea. 
 

Safety:  Additional security 

measures, including additional 

security guard hours and purchase 

of fire extinguishers and first aid 

kits for Heseds and JCCs in the 

region, were implemented. 
 

In the Crimea all Ukrainian banks 

are NOT operating, nor are ATM 

machines.  Among the elderly, 

some of whom have started to 

receive their pensions in Russian 

rub les ,  there i s growing 

anxiety.  Pensions are received at 

local post offices, however, JDC 

staff are confirming reports that 

the lines for cashing pension 

checks are very long and often 

there aren't sufficient funds on 

hand to cash the checks. 

Additionally, many of the stores 
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Hosting an Israeli Emissary 
By Meg Murray 

My husband and I were struck by how hard Ya’ara 

and Omer work.  They teach, lecture or assist at, 

among others places, the Jewish Home, Merkaz and 

several pre-schools and Hebrew schools.  If I have 

one concern about the program it is that Ya’ara 

seems to never stop working.  She and Omer really 

enjoy their work, and they are good at it.  But when 

friends would ask me what it was like having another 

teenager hanging around the house, I would tell them 

she wasn’t! Ya’ara and Omer are out in the 

community, making friends and being terrific 

ambassadors for Israel. We watched in awe as Ya’ara 

handled the political footballs that came her way with 

an ease and grace that defy her age. 
 

With two children in college, our third child has a 

quieter house.  Elizabeth really enjoyed having a peer 

at dinner, discussing differences between American 

and Israeli schoolwork, watching rom-com movies 

and just talking to a new friend.  Many a night, there 

were peals of laughter coming from behind closed 

doors. We had the pleasure of meeting Ya’ara’s 

parents and brother this spring.  We thanked them 

deeply for sharing their beautiful daughter with 

Fairfield and especially with us.  She has left a mark on 

our hearts forever. 
 

Thank you, to the Federation for sponsoring this 

program.  It is wonderful and so worthwhile, not just 

for the emissaries, but for all those they touch. 
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Want to go to Israel to meet the people and learn 

about the culture, but now just isn’t the right time?  

Why not do the next best thing – host an Israeli 

Emissary in your home. You will really enjoy it and get 

so much in return. 
 

Our family hosted Ya’ara Avraham for three months 

this past year.  She came to the U.S. in August and 

lived with three host families.  The families happened 

to be different from each other.  This allowed Ya’ara 

to live with a family with young children; we have just 

one older high school student at home; and last, a 

family with kids in between. 
 

We loved meeting Ya’ara and having her live with us.  

She is mature, deeply grounded, interesting and 

interested.  She is open to trying new things, eating 

different foods; meeting a variety of people and 

experiencing all America and Fairfield have to offer.  

She is a delight. 
 

A wonderful additional benefit of Ya’ara living with us 

is that we met the other emissaries.  We made sure 

that Omer and Afik knew they have open invitations 

to dinner or just to hang out.  Omer and Ya’ara have a 

terrific working partnership and friendship.  It is 

obvious that they will have a life-long connection. My 

family enjoyed watching them work and plan activities 

for all the groups they serve. 

 

Lital  & Afik  

UJA/Federation WWWN Emissaries 

Ya’ara & Omer 

UJA/Federation  

Eastern Fairfield County Emissaries 
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431 Post Road East, Suite 17, Westport, CT 06880, 203-372-6567 

Visit us at:  http://www.ujafederation.org/ 

 

We welcome any comments, suggestions and submissions and are continually working on updating all 

our emails. If you receive duplicates or know someone who would like to be included on our mailing 

list please contact us at janet@jccs.org  

Please Join Congregations Rodeph Sholom, Beth El, B’nai Israel 

and B’nai Torah to Celebrate Israel’s 66th Birthday! 

Supported by a grant from the Jewish Federation of Eastern Fairfield County 
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