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It is with great pleasure 
that we inform you of the 
official closing between 
the JCCS and Jewish 
Senior Services.  On 
February 24

th
, the JCCS 

handed over our keys to 
the building and in return 
received $5M cash plus a 
$1M construction credit for 
the building of our 5400 
square feet of rent free 
space in the new building.  
In addition, the JCCS has 
contributed $1M from the 
total ($7M) proceeds of 
the sale of the JCC 
property towards the 
construction of the new 
swimming pool, fitness, 
center, and day care 
facilities that will be an 
integral part of the new 
facilities. The construction 
of the new campus is 
expected to take 2 years 
and will be completed in 
March, 2016.  For many of 
us this is a bittersweet 
moment, but we can now 
look towards the future 
and rebuilding our Jewish 
Community. 
 
Looking toward the future, 
I am excited to let you 

know that we are working 

towards “merging” with 
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our counterparts at 
Federation of Westport, 
Weston, Wilton, and 
Norwalk.  We are looking 
to become a new, 
dynamic entity.  We are 
managing the process as 
a startup, not two mature 
organizations combining.  
We are excited about 
providing new mission 
driven programs and 
fundraising.  We will be 
looking for community 
members who would be 
interested in being part of 
the merger on working 
committees.  Please let us 
know if you are interested. 
 
In speaking of the future, 
our President and CEO, 
Steve Wendell, is leaving 
us at the end of June for 
warmer climates.  Steve 
has accepted a position 
as the executive director 
of the United Jewish 
Community of the Virginia 
Peninsula.  Steve has 
been with us for the past 4 
years and has seen us 
through tremendous 
challenges and changes 
in our community.  He has 
guided our community 
with great leadership, has 
faced our challenges head 

on with dedication and 
professionalism.  Steve 
and his wife, Charlene, 
have been assets to our 
community and they will 
be sorely missed. 
   
During the interim and our 
restructuring, Steve 
Friedlander, the executive 
director of WWWN, will be 
assuming the role of our 
president and CEO.  
Steve Friedlander has 
been the executive 
director of WWWN for the 
past 10 years. Some of 
you may also remember 
Steve when he served as 
the director of the Jewish 
Family Service of 
Bridgeport.  Steve and 
Steve have been working 
closely together for the 
past 7 months and will 
continue to do so for a 
smooth transition.  We 
look forward to welcoming 
Steve Friedlander back to 
our community. 
 
We have many exciting 
opportunities and 
challenges.  And with your 
help and support, we are 
looking towards a bright 
future. Stay tuned for 
great things to come! 
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As noted in Karen 
Ferleger’s message, my 
wife, Charlene, and I will 
be leaving CT in June for 
“warmer climates”. And 
while I announced my 
decision that I would not 
be available to renew my 
current contract with the 
JCCS that ends in June, 
at our last JCCS Board of 
Director’s meeting, this is 
the first opportunity to 
make a formal 
announcement to the 
community. 
  
I am not one for long 
goodbyes. My Jewish 
communal career and that 
of Charlene’s who has 
also been engaged 
professionally in the 
Jewish community for 
most of our life together, 
began at the Bridgeport 
JCC as “Director of Senior 
High Activities”.  From that 
beginning, we have had 
many exciting challenges 
and new adventures from 
Charleston, SC to 
Pittsburgh, PA, to national 
and international 
organizations, and back to 
Bridgeport where it all 
started. 
 
When I came back to the 
JCCS as exec, we talked 
about two years to close 
the building and plan for 
the future. It will soon be 
four years, but the goals 
we set are completed or 
well on their way. I am 
grateful for the opportunity 
to have been able to play 
whatever role I could in 
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moving the Eastern 
Fairfield County Jewish 
community ahead in a 
new and positive 
direction. I believe that as 
we emerge from the sale 
of the JCC building debt 
free and continue to 
collaborate on the merger 
with Westport, great 
things are possible for 
these communities. 
   
The Greater Bridgeport 
Jewish community is 
fortunate to have 
visionary, volunteer 
leaders today who have 
stepped up and taken the 
risks necessary to move 
the community forward. 
From Bob Hillman and the 
TJC Leadership Team, to 
Karen Ferleger, current 
JCCS Board Chair, 
Shelley Kreiger, 
immediate past Board 
Chair and her immediate 
predecessors, Rob 
Berkowitz and Hal 
Rosnick, and the entire 
JCCS leadership, difficult, 
sometimes painful 
decisions were needed 
that would allow the 
community to move in a 
new direction. The Jewish 
Home (JSS), under the 
creative leadership of 
Andrew Banoff, has 
provided all of us with a 
new, exciting opportunity. 
The Westport, Weston, 
Wilton, and Norwalk 
Federation, under the 
Board leadership of Linda 
Russ and professional 
guidance of Steve 
Friedlander have 

enthusiastically embraced 
a new relationship in 
Fairfield County that has 
the potential to create a 
dynamic, integrated, 
federated Jewish 
community that has been 
talked about for some 30 
years. 
  
So why leave now? Well, 
I’ve done what I believe 
was asked of me four 
years ago. And these past 
few years have been at all 
times challenging and at 
many times exhausting. 
I’m grateful for the 
opportunity, satisfied with 
the outcome, and now 
looking forward to moving 
into a leadership role in a 
community that is, not 
unimportantly, warmer, 
but more importantly at a 
different place in its 
evolution. In its name, “the 
United Jewish Community 
of the Virginia Peninsula”, 
there is a clue to what I’m 
looking forward to. But 
check out their web site: 
https://ujcvp.org/ and 
judge for yourself. 
  
Charlene and I are not 
leaving yet, so goodbye is 
premature. And, of 
course, we still need to 
sell a house. So we hope 
to see many of you during 
the next few months and 
to be able to say “thank 
you” for the wonderful 
years we’ve had back in 
the Bridgeport area. 
 
Be Happy…It’s 
Adar…Happy Purim 
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Following the lead of the Eastern Fairfield County (JCCS) and WWWN UJA/Federations’ collaboration 
and plans for merger, the Boards of Rabbis and Agency Executives of the two communities have had 
several well attended and successful joint planning meetings over the past few months. Discussions at 
the meeting included a wide range of topics from Jewish education to celebration of community wide 
events to communications and calendar planning.  

The first outcome of this new collaboration is the joint planning of this year’s Yom Hashoah (Holocaust) 
Memorial program. For the first time, all the congregations from both Federation areas will join together 
for one Memorial program to be held on Sunday, April 27, at Congregation B’nai Israel in 
Bridgeport. Watch your synagogue bulletins for more details.   

   

 

Boards of Rabbis and Agency Execs Collaborate 

 

UJA/Federation (JCCS) Announces Super Sunday 

Cheryl Green, UJA/Federation Campaign Chair for 2014, Sunday, March 23, will be this year’s Super 
Sunday for our annual campaign. There are many exciting things going on in our community with the 
potential to invest in the supporting of our current programs and service agencies and the creation of 
new initiatives. In addition, the Federation Campaign provides critically needed resources for struggling 
Jewish communities in the former Soviet Union and around the world, disaster relief response, and of 
course support for social service needs in Israel.  

Please answer the call. Or even better yet, if you have not already done so for this year, call in your 
2014 Pledge to our office: 302-372-6567 or email: steve@jccs.org Without your financial support for 
our community campaign, we cannot move towards the exciting future that awaits our Jewish 
community.  

 

 

53rd Schoolboy/girl Basketball Tournament Game Scheduled 

Randy Kalfus, Chair of the Annual Schoolboy/girl Basketball Classic for the JCCS, has announced 
that this year’s game will be hosted by the Jewish Community Center of New Haven in Woodbridge. 
The JCCS Classic Committee, following last year’s games, held numerous meetings and visited a 
number of possible sites for the games in the hopes of continuing this tradition after the closing of the 
JCC building on Park Avenue. The New Haven JCC graciously both offered its facilities and agreed to 
assist with the planning and execution of the event. This JCC sponsored basketball tournament is the 
oldest, continuously run, high school all star game in the US. Making the transition easier, Alison 
Lurie, now the program coordinator at the New Haven JCC, will continue to be the staff person 
coordinating the event. This year’s game will be held on Sunday, April 13. For more information, 
contact: Alisonl@jccnh.org  

mailto:steve@jccs.org
mailto:Alisonl@jccnh.org
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Link to Community Calendar 
 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=sf1nkljm5ndpc2qg9ub925evo4%40group.calendar.google.com

&ctz=America/New_York 

 

Alana Fodeman has graciously volunteered to help maintain a community calendar during our 
transition. The above, hopefully, will provide you with a direct link. For more information or to post 
items, please contact Alana: Afodeman1@aol.com  
 

 

Thank you and farewell to a very special JCCS employee, Peggy Goldfield 

 
Peggy Goldfield, age 79, of Bridgeport, passed away on Saturday January 18, 2014 at St. Vincent's 
Medical Center. Peggy was born in New Haven, CT., a daughter of the late George and Goldye Barry, 
and was affiliated with the Jewish Federation / Jewish Community Center for over thirty-eight years. As 
many of you know, Peggy was our longest tenured JCCS employee. Peggy touched the lives of 
multiple generations of JCC members and UJA/Federation contributors and staff. Our heart goes out to 
her beloved husband of over sixty years, Sidney, her devoted children, Gary Goldfield, Lisa Snow and 
her husband Matthew, adored grandchildren, Jakob and Sadie Snow, who were the light of her life, and 
her dog, Sophie. She was an incredible and caring mother and grandmother, and an integral part of the 
JCCS family. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
This newsletter is our first foray into a new format and new communications model. Please 
forgive some of the rough edges as we experiment and grow. And just so you know, everything, 
at this point, comes off my computer, by my hand, including the emailing. We are also working 
on updating all our emails so if you receive duplicates of this newsletter, please be patient. We 
will hopefully eliminate those by the next update. This isn’t my strongest skill…obviously. But I 
do welcome any comments and suggestions, so don’t hesitate to contact me: steve@jccs.org  
 
Steven R. Wendell, President and CEO 
UJA/Federation (JCCS) 
431 Post Road East, Suite 17 
Westport, CT 06880 
203-372-6567 
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JCCS Summer Camp Has New Home 

We are pleased to announce that the New Haven JCC will be providing space for all former and new 
day campers from our Eastern Fairfield County area at their outdoor day camp site in Woodbridge. 
And Alison Lurie, now a program director for the New Haven JCC, will be handling the day camp and 
working directly will all our camp families to integrate them into the New Haven program. Round trip 
bus transportation to the Woodbridge campus will be provided for all campers from our area. 

For more information, contact Alison Lurie: alisonl@jccnh.org   

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=sf1nkljm5ndpc2qg9ub925evo4%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New_York
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