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I, are also members of 

these work groups.  We 

are tackling issues from a 

new name/logo to bylaws 

and allocations.  Every 

area of our agencies will 

be analyzed and we are 

working on building 

ONE ,  NEW,  and 

R E LE V E N T  J e w i s h 

Federation that supports 

both communities.  Stay 

tuned for great things to 

come! 
 

If you haven’t driven 

down Park Avenue lately, 

the foundation of our 

new campus is being 

poured.  So far, the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s 

proceeding on target and 

we look forward to 

seeing the progress over 

the months to come.  

During the demolition, 

the time capsule that was 

buried under our JCC 

w a s  f o u n d .  

Unfortunately, it was 

damaged by water over 

the years.  Next week I 

am going to dig through 

it and see if anything was 

salvageable.  I will keep 

you posted! 
 

Here is hoping for peace:  

WE STAND 

 WITH ISRAEL. 

 

I hope this finds you all 

safe and enjoying your 

summer.  I am sure you 

are all glued, as I am, to 

the happenings in Israel.  

Many of us have friends 

and family living and 

traveling throughout 

Israel and we are all 

praying for their safety.   
 

I am proud to say that 

the Jewish Federation of 

North America (JFNA)  

I s r a e l  e m e r g e n c y 

campaign, “Stop the 

Sirens,”  has been 

supported by our Eastern 

F a i r f i e l d  C o u n t y 

Federation community 

raising to date over 

$23,000  which has been 

sent directly to JFNA for 

immediate use in Israel.   

However, the need 

continues, and every 

dollar counts, so please 

donate now if you have 

not already done so.  If 

you have a l ready 

donated, I hope you will 

consider a supplemental 

gift. To donate  visit  

www.ujafederation.org . 
 

 I am also proud to see 

our area synagogues 

working together to help 

our community deal with 

the conflict in Israel.  On 

Wednesday, July 30th, our 

local  rabbis came 

together to  host 

community conversations 

and a prayer vigil for 

peace and hope in Israel.  

On Wednesday, July 

23rd, the Fairfield 

County  Ra l ly  for 

Solidarity and Peace was 

held at the Stamford 

JCC, co-sponsored by 

the UJA/Federations of 

Eastern Fairfield County,  

WWWN, Stamford and 

Greenwich, the Board of 

Rabbis of Eastern 

Fairfield County, and 

many other organizations 

within Fairfield County.  

In a packed auditorium 

our area residents and 

the Greater Jewish 

Community united to 

show their spirit and 

support for Israel. 
 

In addition to our focus 

on Israel, our Federation 

has been working on 

moving forward with our 

merger with WWWN.  

Three work groups have 

b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d , 

governance, operations 

and marketing which 

co n s i s t  o f  t h r ee 

volunteers from our 

community, and three 

from the WWWN 

community.  Steve 

Friedlander, Linda Russ 

(WWWN President) and 

 

Inside this issue: 

From  

Karen Ferliger 

1 

From  

Steven M. Friedlander 

 

2 

Campaign 3 

 

Fairfield County Rally  3 

Micro-Grants 4 

Thank You & Goodbye 4-5 

Young Emissaries 6-7 

Kosher BBQ 8 

 

News 
Updates & More 

 

Message from the Chair of the Board 
By Karen Ferleger 

http://www.ujafederation.org


Volume 1, Issue 5 

Message from the President and CEO 

Steven M. Friedlander 

support at a moment’s 

notice requires more than 

just an instant donation 

when the mood strikes or 

the emergency arises.  Just 

as maintaining a healthy 

body requires more than 

eating one healthy meal, 

our Jewish Federation 

system requires generous, 

ongoing, annual support in 

order to maintain its 

readiness and capacity to 

help at a moment’s notice. 

 

Ordering a la carte is an 

enjoyable luxury, but 

sometimes you need to 

order the full dinner to 

support the strength and 

capacity that our people 

require. 

 

We pray for a just and 

lasting peace. 

 

B’shalom, 

 

Steve 
 

We live, increasingly, in an a 

la carte world.  We choose 

what we buy or what we 

value by what we need or 

what interests us at the 

moment.  Why belong to a 

book club when we can 

order the book we want at 

the moment and have it 

instantly delivered to our 

door? Why go to the mall 

when we can browse and 

order precisely what we 

want while surfing the web 

from amongst an endless 

cho i ce  o f  shopp in g 

alternatives? 

 

Our increased dependency 

on digital media has 

accelerated this pattern.  

We can click on our 

favorite product, send an 

instant message, or change 

the channels at will.  But it 

doesn’t work unless there is 

a reliable infrastructure to 

empower our choices.  For 

example, no matter where 

you live, tax dollars support 

your fire and police 

departments.  Emergency 

services can’t be created 

“on demand.”  Our towns 

and cities don’t permit its 

citizens to choose which 

emergency services to 

support.  Outcomes need 

to be known and reliable. 

 

As I sit at my desk in the 

UJA/Federation offices, 

feeling burdened by the 

news and by the reality that 

feels like “some things 

never change,” my only 

consolation is that we can 

s t i l l  r e l y  o n  t h e 

humanitar ian support 

provided by the Jewish 

Federation system, an 

incredibly strong and 

committed network of only 

153 local Jewish Federations 

that fundraise solely for the 

purpose of providing social 

welfare relief in the many 

forms that are needed 

throughout the world, 

wherever Jews reside.  

 

At this moment, the need is 

in Israel, but the location 

keeps shifting, whether to 

our family in Russia or the 

Ukraine, or to Jews living 

under the active threat of 

dangerous Anti-Semitism in 

Europe, Scandinavia and 

South America.  We also 

need to guarantee the well-

being and healthy, thriving 

continuity of our local 

Jewish community. 

 

We are reminded that our 

survival depends upon the 

health of our Jewish 

communal infrastructure.  

Maintaining this vibrant 

infrastructure, which is 

capable of providing 
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Sometimes You Need To Order The Full Dinner 



UJA/Federation Annual Campaign 

By Cheryl Green, Campaign Chair 2014 

Timing is everything and the time 

has come to flex our muscles as a 

giving community.  A committed 

and generous local Jewish 

community sends a strong 

message to the greater population; 

we are responsible for our fellow 

Jews no matter where they live.  

Your one gift to the 2014 

Federation Campaign fulfills that 

responsibility.  If you haven’t made 

your pledge to the 2014 

Campaign, you may do so by 

email: 

 sfriedlander1@optonline.net or 

by calling: 

 203-226-8197.  

 

Now More Than Ever we will 

make a difference. 
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Now More Than Ever- How 

many times before have we 

h e a r d  t h o s e  w o r d s ?  

Unfortunately, more times than 

any organized Jewish community 

cares to remember.  While our 

local community is making great 

strides in its merger with our 

sister Federation in Westport, 

we are consumed by the tragic 

events and devastating news 

coming out of Israel. Life as we 

know it in our corner of the 

world goes on as normal. 

 

We are working towards 

creating an effective Jewish 

Federation that will raise funds 

that will allow us to provide the 

necessary funds for our changing 

Jewish community locally, 

overseas and our beloved Israel.   

As a community, we should be 

proud of the new initiatives we 

have funded for joint synagogue 

programming and innovative 

endeavors by the Hebrew 

schools through the approval of 

micro grants by the community’s 

allocation committee.  We have 

so much more on the table that 

needs to be implemented 

i n c l u d i n g  a  r e v i t a l i z e d 

community relations council and 

Israel Advocacy Committee. 

 

 

Fairfield County Rally for 

Solidarity & Peace 

 

Well over 100 people, young and 

old, from all over Fairfield County  

came out to show their support 

for Israel at the Stamford JCC, 

Wednesday evening, June 23rd.  
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A new initiative has begun to take 

shape in the EFC/UJA division. As 

chair of  the a l locat ions 

committee, it is my pleasure to 

share with you the start of what 

we hope will be a continued 

investment in community 

p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  o u r 

commitment to support and 

enhance the education of our 

cherished youth. It was the vision 

of this dedicated committee to 

strengthen ,  enhance and 

encourage the wonderful things 

happening here and our first 

‘hundred days’ is up and running. 

 

We created a “micro-grant” 

process by which synagogues and 

synagogue religious schools could 

apply for funding to support 

programming and education.   
 

Developed for innovative, 

synagogue, religious school 

programs in our community, the 

micro-grants provide funding to 

help creative Jewish educators 

develop and implement new 

programs in their schools that 

might not otherwise be possible, 

including projects and equipment 

to enhance particularly effective 

existing programs. 
 

One of the priorities identified 

from the Thriving Jewish 

Community Initiative (TJC) 

process was to promote joint 

synagogue programming to our 

community. The micro-grants 

allow us to support and partner 

with our synagogues to promote 

the goals and objectives of 

Federation and the TJC report. 
 

Several grants have been 

requested and most have been 

unanimously approved. It is very 

exciting to see donations become 

realities in a few short months. 
 

A micro-grant was awarded for 

the Israel Independence Day 

celebration that took place at 

Lake Mohegan in Fairfield.  I Pads 

will soon be in the hands of 

children enhancing their learning 

experience.  On the horizon is an 

upcoming film festival rich with 

historical and cultural interest, a 

Lulav tying workshop and 

community dinner. We hope that 

you will read about them, hear 

about them, attend and enjoy 

them. 
 

None of this would be possible 

without your continued financial 

support of the UJA and I must 

thank the committee for the 

collaborative crafting of this 

initiative in addition to expressing  

deep gratitude for the board of 

the JCCS for giving it the seal of 

approval. 
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A farewell reception was held June 

17th at Congregation Rodeph Sholom 

in Fairfield for our young emissaries 

Ya’ara and Omer.  In case you were 

unable to attend, we wanted to give 

you the opportunity to read their 

words of thanks and goodbyes to our 

community and their hosts. 

Hello everyone and as we always say- 

I'm Omer and I'm Ya'ara and we are: 

THE ISRAELI YOUNG  

EMISSARIES OF EASTERN FAIFIELD 

COUNTY  

Thank you all for coming. 

It is so hard to believe that the year is 

over. We can definitely say this was 

one of the best years of our lives. We 

learned so much this year, we met so 

many great people, and we had 

a m a z i n g  a n d  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 

experiences that we will remember 

for the rest of our lives. 
 

But what made this year so special 

and unbelievable was not necessarily 

what we came here to do this year 

(even though this part was also 

incredible); it's the people we met 

along the way. 
 

We came here, two young and scared 

girls, it was our first time away from 

home for that long, a new country, 

new language, new culture, new lives 

and so many new people.  

UJA/Federation Micro-Grants 

By Andrea Gottschall, Allocations Chair  2014 

Thank You & Goodbye 

By  Ya’ara & Omer 



We had so much to share, so much 

to teach, and so much yet to learn. 

And we did, we learned so much 

along the way, each one of you, every 

person we met has changed 

something in us. We can both say that 

we are not the same two girls that 

came here in the beginning of the 

year. This year we grew so much, we 

learned how to be independent and 

creative, to believe in ourselves.  We 

learned all of that thanks to the 

people we met here, each one of you 

believed in us along the way and 

helped us be the best emissaries and 

the best people we could have been. 

You opened your hearts to us and we 

are grateful for that. This community 

has brought out the best of us and 

helped us spread our wings.  

 

We want to thank our amazing host 

families 
 

Omer- the Cook-Littman’s, the 

Blumenthal’s, the Freed’s. 

Ya’ara- the Cobrin’s, The Maisle’s, the 

Sharbin’s and also for a little while the 

Ulman’s. 
 

Being away from home wasn’t that 

hard thanks to you, because you made 

your house our second home and we 

are so grateful for that. Every moment 

with you was amazing, we love you 

guys and you are our family for life♥ 

This year, we also had the chance to 

participate in some really great 

programs and be a part of really great 

Hebrew schools.  
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We want to thank our site mentors, 

who were our guides, our mentors and 

also our inspiration: Beth Tepper, Ira 

Wise, Arnie Rottenberg, Neima 

Hirsch, Ellen Ashkins, Margery 

Verlezza, Marjorie Krubiner, Shila May, 

Joan Watnick, Alexa Cohen, Elaine 

Bowman, Suri Kreiger, and Ellen 

Umansky. 

 

Thank you for your help and guidance 

and for always being there for us when 

we needed you, you were a really big 

part of our year. 
 

Last but not least we want to thank 

Cheryl Podob, which is absolutely 

incredible. Our dear Cheryl, you were 

our mom, our boss, our friend, our 

driver, our chef, even our psychologist! 

You were always there for us 

throughout this year and we would 

never make it through this year 

without you. We fell in love with you 

from the first “oki doki smoki” and we 

will continue loving you forever. Thank 

you so much for all that you have done 

for us this year and for all that you are. 
 

This year we learned that the journey 

of our lives is not just about the 

destinations we have reached. Our 

wisdom, education and personal 

growth come from the lessons we have 

learned, the paths we choose to follow 

and the people we meet along the way. 
 

Believe that we are objective when we 

say that this is THE BEST Jewish 

community of all. The people here are 

what make the difference, and are what 

made the whole difference for us. It is 

hard to leave our lives here in Fairfield, 

our second home, but we will always 

stay Fairfield girls. 
 

Goodbyes are bitter-sweet, especially 

this one. We can only comfort 

ourselves with the fact that now we 

have a good reason to come visit the 

USA, and that hopefully, we will see 

you guys in Israel. 
 

 

Goodbyes are always hard because 

they symbolize endings, but they are 

also new beginnings. For us, it is the 

new chapter of our lives in the Israeli 

army. For some of you it's College 

or  

another year in Hebrew school.  

 

A new place, new friends, but the 

memories we all created here will 

forever remain in our hearts. 

Somebody told us in the beginning of 

the year that our goal is to make 

Israel important to the kids and 

people in the community, make them 

feel like Israel is home. We really 

hope that we accomplished that goal 

and that you all know that you have 

a home in Israel- in Moshav Avital 

and in Rishon Le-zion. 

 

We want to end with the words of 

Winnie the pooh: "How lucky are 

we to have something that saying 

goodbye to is so hard."We hope we 

will see you all again sooner then we 

expect, you never know where life 

will brings you to, we certainly 

didn't. 

Ya'ara and Omer 

 

Watch their video too! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Sn375f4gKkI  

 

Ya’ara & Omer (Continued from pg 4) 

Ya’ara & Omer with  Merkaz students.  

Kesher Project Meeting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn375f4gKkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sn375f4gKkI
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Welcome to Yuval Hochman, 

Yarden Bengio and Lidor Osmo, who 

will be joining our community in the 

fall as part of the Israeli Young 

Emissary program sponsored by 

UJA/Federation WWWN, UJA 

Federation of Eastern Fairfield 

County and the Jewish Agency for 

Israel.   Now in its 16th year, the 

program’s goal is to build a living 

bridge between the Afula Gilboa 

region in Israel and our community. 

Yuval, Yarden and Lidor are recent 

high school graduates who have 

chosen to postpone their army 

service to spend the year in our 

community working with our 

preschools and religious schools as 

well as in our adult education 

programs, local high schools, day 

schools and the Jewish Home for the 

Elderly.  While all three will work 

together on community events, they 

will have primary responsibilities at 

individual synagogues. Yuval will be 

as s i gned  to  Temp le  I s r ae l 

(Westport), Temple Bnai Chaim 

(Georgetown), Congregation Beth El 

(Norwa lk)  and  Be th  I s r ae l 

(Norwalk).  Yarden will be assigned 

to The Conservative Synagogue 

(Westport), Beth El (Fairfield), Bnai 

Torah (Trumbull), Bnai Israel 

(Bridgeport) and Merkaz in Fairfield. 

Lidor will be working with Bnai Israel 

(Bridgeport) Rodeph Sholom 

(Bridgeport), Temple Shalom 

( N o r w a l k ) ,  T e m p l e  I s r a e l 

(Westport),  Chabad of Westport 

and Merkaz. 

 

Please take the opportunity to get to 

know  the se  sp ec i a l  youn g 

ambassadors.  Invite them to your 

home for a Shabbat dinner or to 

spend a day with your family going 

apple picking or to a baseball game.  

Show them a bit about life in the 

United States and listen as they share 

their thoughts on life in Israel. This 

wonderful opportunity to build 

bridges is made possible through our 

Federation’s relationship with 

Partnership 2Gether, a program of 

the Jewish Agency for Israel and the 

Southern New England Consortium 

(SNEC), a group of Jewish 

Federat ions  in  Connect icut , 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

 

If you are interested in inviting 

Yarden, Yuval and Lidor to have a 

meal with your family or just spend 

the day, please contact Stacy Kamisar 

at stacykamisar@optonline.net or 

C h e r y l  P o d o b  a t 

cpodob@optonline.net            
 

Meet Yuval  

 

Hey! I am 17 years old and I am from 

Moshav Ram-On next to the Gilboa 

Mountain, in the north of Israel, 

where I live with my parents, my 

older brother Bar, who is now 

serving as an officer in the army and 

my younger brother Peleg who is 13 

years old.       

                                                                                                   

I learned in Kibbutz Ein-Harod 

where my majors were social science 

and history. I love traveling in Israel 

and cooking and reading.  Other than 

that, music is a big part of my life; I 

love singing and I took part in the  
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school musical.  For the past two 

years ago I've been a counselor in a 

youth movement in my moshav called 

Bnei HaMoshavim.  
 

In my first year, I guided seventh 

graders and in my second year I led 

fourth through six graders and was 

responsible for preparing weekly 

activities for them. I also took a part 

in a delegation of my school to 

Poland. We visited concentration 

camps and sites that were once a 

main part of the Jewish community in 

Poland and were destroyed. 

 

I love my country so much and want 

to serve her and spread all of her best 

things in my eyes about Israel.  I heard 

about this year of service and thought 

it was the best way for me to serve 

Israel, because I understand the huge 

importance of the connection 

between the Jewish communities 

abroad. I'm very excited and also 

proud to get the opportunity to come 

here and bring myself and my country 

as I see it, as I love it, into your 

special community.  I'm looking 

forward to learning and to being a 

part of your community, spending 

time with the kids and families and 

simply receiving as much as I can from 

your culture and Jewish lifestyle.  

 

Now that this chapter of my life is 

over, I am excited to open a new one 

with you. Lidor, Yarden and I are 

already counting the days until we get 

to Westport-Fairfield and meet 

everyone!               . 

 
 

SHALOM  TO OUR NEW SHINSHINIM 

OUR 2014-15 ISRAELI YOUNG EMISSARIES 

mailto:stacykamisar@optonline.net


Meet Yarden 

 

 

Shalom! I live in Gan Ner, on the 

Gilboa mountain, in the north of Israel 

with my mother, a food engineer,  my 

father who is an economist, my  14-

year-old brother and my 11-year-old  

sister. I go hiking with my family and 

my youth group often. I also enjoy 

working out, specifically running. I 

used to take ballet classes for 12 

years. I majored in physics, math, 

English and theatre. 

 

For three years I was a guide in a 

youth movement and for the last year 

I also coached younger guides. I have 

been a guide of 4th graders, 6th graders 

and 8th graders. This year I'm working 

with the guides of the 5th graders, the 

guides themselves are 10th graders. I 

was also a guide in a program called 

"Etgarim", which means challenges in 

Hebrew. In the program, I guided 8th 

graders in extreme sport activities 

such as climbing and rappelling. As a 

part of this program I also worked 

with children with special needs. I 

have a lot of practical experience: I 

have attended many seminars, I took 

part in and led many guiding and 

counseling sessions, and now I'm a 

counselor myself. 

 

I decided to become an emissary in 

the United States because I'm aware 

of the importance of the connection 

between Israel and the Jewish 

Diaspora. I chose to perform this year  
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of service because I wanted to face 

new challenges and I believe I can 

contribute to both Israel and the 

Jewish community. In my year in 

Connecticut I wish to create a special 

connection between the community 

and Israel. I also want to tell people 

who have never heard of Israel how 

special it is. I hope to serve as a living 

bridge between Israel and Westport-

Fairfield and be meaningful to the 

community. 

 

Meet Lidor 

Hello everyone!  I am 18 years old and 

I live in Nesher, which is a small city 

next to Haifa, with my father who is 

the Head of the Sports Department in 

Nesher,  my Mother who is an 

Economics teacher,  my older brother 

who is currently in the Intelligence 

Force in the army,  and my 13-year-old  

brother.  In school  I studied 

Chemistry, Physics,  Middle East 

Studies, English Translation and many 

other subjects. I loved going to school 

and studying new things in a variety of 

subjects. Moreover, I'm playing the 

guitar since I was 12 years old; I love 

listening to music, hanging out with 

friends, watching movies and playing 

tennis.  

Most of my time, I volunteer in the 

community.   

I was the Chairman of the Student 

Council. I am one of the founders of 

the Debate club in school and I 

participated in the Tournament of 

Champions of the World Scholars 

Cup in Yale University last 

November. I am also an active 

member in a group  called "Halas" 

where students counsel and mediate 

between students and between 

student and teachers.  Outside of 

school I am the Chairman of the 

Municipal Student and Youth Council 

of Nesher.   

I am also a member in the Regional 

Student and Youth Council of Haifa 

district and I'm a member in the 

National Student and Youth Council. 

In it, I get the chance to influence the 

lives of all the youth in Israel; I 

participate in various committees in 

the Knesset and in my city and we 

organize many activities for the 

youth. 

 

As you can probably assume from all 

the things that I do -- I love my 

country. Therefore, I chose to be an 

emissary in the United States. I 

believe that the real voice of Israel 

and the story of what is really going 

on here are not being told as it 

should be in the world media. I want 

to come to your communities and 

tell you everything that I know and 

love about Israel so you would also 

have the chance to taste a little of it, 

to get to know all the nice and 

beautiful sides of the country and the 

amazing people in it. I look forward 

to our year; I am really excited and I 

can 't wait to meet all of the 

members in the community. 

2014-2015 YoundgEmissaries (Continued from pg 6) 
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We welcome any comments, suggestions and submissions and are continually working on updating our database. If you  

receive duplicates, or know someone who would like to be included on our mailing list, please contact us at janet@jccs.org  

Steven M. Friedlander, Executive Director, UJA/Federation WWWN, sfriedlander1@optonline.net 

Stacy Kamisar, Program Director, stacykamisar@optonline.net 

Janet Wainright, Administrative Assistant, janet@jccs.org 

Bonnie Russo, Bookkeeper, bmrusso1@optonline.net 

Ruth Shankman, Receptionist/Admin, ruths1@optonline.net 

 

 

431 Post Road East, Suite 17 

Westport, CT 06880, 203-372-6567 

Visit us at:  http://www.ujafederation.org/   http://www.ujafederation.org/calendar/ 

 

mailto:janet@jccs.org
http://www.ujafederation.org/
http://www.ujafederation.org/calendar/

