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Hello, I’m Dr. Rohrs, the newest doctor at Animal and Avian 

Medical Center. I’d like to take the opportunity to introduce 

myself to those of you I have not had the pleasure of 

meeting in person yet. I just moved back to Ohio after 

spending the last four years in central Illinois getting my 

veterinary degree from the University of Illinois. While I 

enjoyed my time in Illinois, I’m really happy to be back in 

Ohio, where we have hills (and far fewer cornfields)!  

I wanted to be a vet for as long as I can remember. As a kid, 

I was always bringing home any animal I could catch. My 

parents were always supportive of this, although my mom 

finally put her foot down the second time one of my garter 

snakes got out of its aquarium and joined her in the shower. 

Growing up, I had a menagerie of pets including the 

aforementioned snakes, a pair of green anoles, various 

birds, fish, rabbits, dogs, hamsters, and mice.  

After high school, I was offered a scholarship to study Fine 

Art at Miami University (the one in Ohio, not Florida – we 

Miamians are very touchy about that) so I had to put my 

veterinary dreams on hold for a few years. Painting will 

always be a passion of mine, but I just couldn’t turn my 

back on veterinary medicine. No matter how hard I tried, I 

couldn’t picture myself doing anything else.  

I’m really excited to be working with the doctors and staff 

of AAMC.  I see appointments on Mondays, Wednesdays, 

Fridays, and Saturdays and enjoy working with dogs, cats, 

birds, and small mammals. I can’t wait to meet you and 

your pets! 

 

Dr. Melissa Rohrs 
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Test Your Flea I.Q. 

Answer Key 
 

1. FALSE! Indoor pets are definitely at risk for getting fleas, too. 
Fleas are attracted to vibration and warmth so they can 
certainly hitch a ride indoors on us in order to find a new 
host… your indoor pet! Not to mention, fleas actually thrive in 
the regulated temperatures indoors. 

2. FALSE! Some animals have an unusually high tolerance for 
flea bites and allergic pets can be extremely itchy.  

3. FALSE! It’s not. Monthly flea preventative can cost as little as 
$10 per month. Many of the “bargain brands” can cause 
reactions in your pet. Call your veterinarian for their product 
recommendation. 

4. FALSE! Flea shampoo only kills the living, adult fleas. Once 
the eggs in the environment hatch, they will be back to 
munching on your pet! 

5. TRUE! Flea collars might work if the flea comes in direct 
contact with it. Unfortunately, most fleas tend to accumulate 
on the backside of your pet and generally don’t venture 
towards the collar.  

6. C-Fall. With the weather getting colder, fleas located outside 
are becoming desperate and will hitch a ride on anything they 
can find in order to get to their next meal- your nice, warm 
pet! 

7. E-All of the above. Fleas can carry a whole host of diseases 
that can make our pets sick, and even us as well. 

8. 40 per day! That can equate to up to 5,000 eggs in their 
lifetime! 

9. Fleas lay eggs on their host and they eventually will fall to the 
ground where they will hatch. Largest areas of flea egg 
accumulation would be where your pet lays or sleeps. 

10. 50%! Yes, 50% of the entire flea population are still eggs. 
This is why it is imperative to vacuum when you are fighting a 
flea problem. 

11. Only 5% 

True or False 
1. Pets that are indoor only are 
completely safe from fleas 
 
2. All pets that have fleas will 
itch 
 
3. Flea control is expensive 
 
4. Flea shampoo is the only 
treatment you need 
 
5. Flea collars don’t really work 
and can actually be harmful  
 
 

 

6. What season do we see the most 
fleas? 

A. Spring 
B. Summer 
C. Fall 
D. Winter 
E. All of the above 

 
7. What diseases/parasites do fleas 
carry? 

A. Tapeworms 
B. Bartonella (Cat Scratch Fever) 
C. Yersinia (Plague) 
D. Typhus 
E. All of the above 

 

8. How many eggs per 

day can an adult female 

flea lay? 

9. Where do flea eggs 

live? 

10. What percentage of 

the flea population are 

eggs? 

11. What percentage of 

the flea population are 

adults? 
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FALL BLOG ARTICLE 
Pudgy Pet Problems Part 1: Walking the Fine Line 
By Lauren Kurgan 

 

So today I opened up a patient’s chart and had an alert message pop up that said “be gentle when 

discussing weight problem with owner”. This piqued my curiosity. I went back in the patient’s history and at 

every exam we have noted that the patient is overweight AND this pooch has been gaining about 1 pound a year. 

We instantly think “oh 1 pound is nothing” but this is a 25 pound miniature daschund that weighs LITERALLY 

twice what it should. I’m sure, during the exams, the doctors tiptoed around the fact that Fido was morbidly 

obese by saying things like “looks like Fido is living the easy life” or “there is a little more of Fido this year”.  

So many people get offended 

when we tell them their pet is 

overweight… but at what point are we 

doing them a disservice by addressing 

it so indirectly? Once I politely 

mentioned to a lady that going for a 

simple 15 minute walk will help with 

Fluffy’s weight problem… she 

became very upset and stated how 

offended she was that I would even 

mention it. Ok, so what’s the 

alternative? This problem is permitted 

to go unaddressed and we cut 2-5 

years of Fluffy’s life? Yes people, 2-5 

years. Fat dogs and cats can live 2-5 

YEARS LESS than pets with a normal 

weight. 

An average, healthy, not 

overweight dog should get 1 cup of 

food per 20 pounds per day… and that 

is an actual measuring cup. You 

wouldn’t believe the things people try 

to pass of as being a “cup”! I had one 

client tell me that he only feeds his 

dog 1 cup of food a day, but his dog 

was twice his body weight. Turns out, 

his “cup” was an old Country Crock 

butter container… the LARGE one. I 

have had people pass off Big Gulp 

mugs, coffee cans, coffee mugs, Solo 

cups and soup cans as being a “cup”. 

One 8oz measuring cup is a cup. If 

you need a measuring cup, please 

come to the clinic as we have an 

abundance of them to give away!  

 

Stay tuned for Pudgy Pet Problems 

Part 2: No More Excuses 

 

To read more blog articles, go to 

www.wordpress.com/animalandavian 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

Holiday Pet Portraits with  
Beverly David Photography! 
 Sunday December 1st, 10:00am-2:00pm. 

Cost: $5-15 seating fee 
Christmas is around the corner! Bring your pet(s) and  
family for our second annual picture day with Beverly  
David Photography! Seating fee is $10-15 depending 
how many are in your group. Call today to schedule,  
we fill up quickly! 
 
 

Canine Behavior Series: Positive Reinforcement, Correcting/Preventing 
Annoying Dog Habits and Calming the Hyperactive Dog.  
 Saturday December 7

th
, 12:00 pm. Cost: FREE! 

Come join us for this great FREE seminar with trainer Ginger Alpine of Fortunate Fido! 
Please call ahead to register as seats are limited: (330)225-0095 
 
 

Schedule of  Events 

4171 Center Rd 
Brunswick, OH 

44212 
Phone (330)225-0095 

Fax (330)225-8236 
 

PHOTO CONTEST DEAL WATCH 
 

Revolution, K9 Advantix and 
Feline Advantage are all 

Buy 6 get 2 free! 
 

Sentinel: $10 rebate with 
purchase of a 6 pack! 

 
Trifexis: up to $50 mail in rebate! 

 
Facebook: Watch for Facebook 
trivia! Winners get $10 Animal 

and Avian gift card! 
 

We’re on the Web! 
Animalandavianmedicalcenters.com 

Facebook: /animalandavian 
Twitter: @AnimalAndAvian 

Instagram: @AnimalAndAvian  
Pinterest: /animalandavian 
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