
We did a Q&A topic this month and we ended up flooded with tons of 
great questions. Some were posted by our faithful Facebook followers, 
others were from phone calls or questions posed during exams. A big 

thank you to all that participated! 

 
What are the Dr's thoughts on Plaque Blast spray for dog's 

teeth?  -Lorie Z. 
The company has done a great job marketing and getting the name out there... but 
the problem with "Plaque Blast" is that it contains fluoride which is particularly toxic 
to dogs when ingested. It is a key component in human adult toothpaste because we 
learn not to swallow it. Try telling your dog to rinse his mouth and spit the product 
completely in order to prevent ingestion.... probably not going to happen!! Also, in 
the before and after pictures, it first shows teeth covered in tartar and calculus, 
followed by pearly white teeth. Tartar and calculus hardens on to the teeth and needs 
to be professionally scaled off, a daily spritz of fluoride just isn't going to do the job. 
Ultimately... don't waste your money. Stick with what we know works and what is 
safest for your pets. Brushing (with pet-safe toothpaste!), rawhides and professional 
dental cleanings are the best way to go. For more information on how to take care of 
your pets teeth at home, see our January Newsletter here 
 

How do we protect our pets when fertilizer is applied to lawns?  

- Rodney R. 
Generally, MOST fertilizers nowadays are both pet and child safe. If you are treating the lawn yourself, be sure to 

purchase a reputable product that is labeled pet-safe. For those of you who have a company come out and treat your lawn, 

discuss with them the options they offer and find the one that is best for your situation. With so many different chemicals 

and products are on the market now; it is hard to give an exact recommendation that would be applicable in all situations.  

Best advice: prior to treating, consult with the company or product manufacturer. 
Inform them you have a pet (and/or child!) and just ask if they have any follow up 
advice for after care.

 
Do birds get seasonal allergies? 

–Anonymous 
Birds can also suffer from seasonal allergies 
though their symptoms differ from that of people, 
dogs and cats. Generally, birds may begin feather 
plucking or tearing at the skin. If you suspect your 
bird may have allergies, consult your veterinarian 
for their best recommendation. 
 

Can my pet get 

bedbugs?  

–Anonymous 
 Short answer… yes. 

However, bedbugs are 

considered to be “hitchhikers” 

meaning they don’t choose to 

primarily live on dogs, cats, 

people, etc but will hop on for a 

ride to the next mattress.  

I know some 
herbs are 

toxic to cats. 
Is fresh mint 

okay for them 
to chew on?  -

Lynda K. 
 

According to the 
ASPCA poison 

control, mint is ok 
in small amounts. 

Mint leaves contain 
a very small 

amount of oil and 
when consumed in 
larger quantities 
can cause some 
intestinal upset. 

http://www.animalandavianmedicalcenters.com/articles/jan.pdf


With so many dog foods on the market, which ones are 

good? What ingredients should you look for and avoid 

when choosing. (i.e.....I hear a lot about meat 

byproducts and that should avoid them, not sure if 

that's true and if it is, why?)  

–Tammy A. 
Well, that is a difficult and lengthy topic so I will do my best to cover it all! Best 
foods on the market are the name brands (Iams, Hill’s, Royal Canin, ProPlan, 
etc). Why? These companies are very well funded and can absolutely finance 
extensive testing on their foods to make sure you purchase a nutritionally 
balanced product. Now, that being said… no true testing has been done on the 
actual effects of byproducts in feed so this is an extremely difficult question to 
answer. We usually recommend sticking with one of the well-known brands and 
staying away from the “cheaper” foods as they generally are full of fats and 
calories but lack nutritional value. When considering dog and cat food, you truly 
get what you pay for.  

 

IMPORTANT CLINIC NEWS 
After over 3 years of offering late night emergency services, Animal and Avian will be shutting down after-hours 

emergency. To offset the loss of emergency hours, we will be offering later appointments until 8pm Monday through 

Friday and until 7pm on Saturday. Of course, we will still continue to care for emergencies as we always have during 

clinic hours. These changes will take effect on June 4
th
. After close, we will refer patients to local overnight and weekend 

emergency facilities such as Animal Emergency Clinic West (off w.140
th
 216.362.6000), Akron Veterinary Referral & 

Emergency Center (Akron 330.665.4996) or Metropolitan Veterinary Hospital (Akron 330.666.2976).  
 

 
 

For all of the TRIVIA players out there… it’s time to win an AAMC gift card with this month’s Facebook trivia! First 
person to post BOTH the question AND the answer to our Facebook wall (www.facebook.com/animalandavian) is 
the winner!!    Question: We named seasonal allergies to be a potential cause for feather plucking in birds. Name 
FIVE other potential causes for feather plucking. 

 
Cute face of the month! 

This month’s cute face belongs to Torte, a red eared 
slider who enjoys the springtime grass! This is Torte, a red 
eared slider. He is out enjoying sunshine! To enter your 

pet to be one of our "cute faces", like us Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/animalandavian) and post a photo 

and a brief bio on our wall!

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
June 9th  10AM-3PM: Adopt a pet at the Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo! 
 3900 Wildlife Way  Cleveland, OH 44109 
June 16th  10AM-3PM: Dick Goddard Adopt A Pet Day 
at the Hartville Market! 
 1289 Edison St. NW  Hartville, OH 44632 
June 23rd 10AM-2PM: Canine Social at Christ Church  

This is a free event where you and your 
canine can get a tip from a trainer, play in the 
pond, try a contest or two together, take a 
nice nature walk, visit some canine 
businesses, or just socialize!  23080 Royalton 
Road Columbia Station, OH 44028 

June 20-24: BRUNSWICK OLD FASHIONED DAYS!    

Do dogs have a predisposition to 
being either right pawed of left 

pawed? 
-Jeff K. 

Consensus is we aren’t 100% sure because not 

many studies have been done to effectively 

test it. Participants in flyball and agility will do 

simple tests to do determine laterality (paw 

preference) in animals so that they can predict 

which way the dog will turn during specific 

events. Is this evidence of paw preference? 

Maybe. For better evidence, offer your pet a 

pencil (or non toxic crayon!) and tell them to 

write their name… see which paw they use to 

grab the pencil  

http://aecwest.com/
http://www.akronvet.com/avrec_emergency-care.htm
http://www.akronvet.com/avrec_emergency-care.htm
http://www.metropolitanvet.com/petowner/th-emergency.php
http://www.facebook.com/animalandavian
http://www.facebook.com/animalandavian

