
 

 

 

Finally spring is getting closer!! What does that mean for your pet? Well, 
besides muddy paws… it’s time to start talking about heartworm disease. Not a 
fun topic, I assure you, but an essential one! We are also continuing canine and 

feline vaccine information from last month.  

Canine Heartworm Disease 

I will spare you the “technical talk” and get right to 
the basic facts. In a nutshell, what happens is a 
mosquito bites an infected host (cats, ferrets, dogs, 
coyotes, foxes, wolves, and other wild animals) and 
the larvae are transmitted into the mosquito where 
they develop for 1-3 weeks.  After they are fully 
developed, the larvae infects it’s new host through 
the wound created when the mosquito feeds. The 
larvae migrate through the system of the host for 
the next several months, complete their life cycle 
and eventually end as adult worms living in the 
heart and lungs of its host. 

Signs and Symptoms 

Symptoms are much more 
prevalent in dogs then cats as cats 
tend to hide their symptoms. Dogs 
will generally begin to display mild, 
nearly unnoticeable symptoms such 
as exercise intolerance, panting or 
occasional coughing. Gradually 
symptoms will increase in severity 
and eventually will cause death. 

 

                                                               Dog heart infected 
                                                               with heartworms 

Prevention 
As far as heartworm disease is concerned, prevention is crucial! The treatment for heartworm 
disease in dogs is a series of painful injections that can cost several hundred dollars. There is no 
treatment for heartworm disease in cats. Prevention can cost you as little as $5.00 a month 
depending on what you choose. Consult your veterinarian for their best recommendation for 
prevention. Here at Animal and Avian, our protocol for heartworm disease prevention is 
simple, test dogs for heartworm disease once yearly and keep them on preventative all year. We 
do follow the guidelines for prevention and treatment set forth by the American Heartworm 
Society. They have a great section on their site devoted to pet owners, click here for more 
information. At Animal and Avian we carry three types of preventative: 

Interceptor: Flavor tablet, controls against heartworm disease and 3 types of intestinal 
parasites 
Sentinel: Flavor tablet, controls against heartworm disease, 3 types of intestinal parasites 
and prevents fleas from reproducing 
Revolution: Topical, controls against heartworm disease, fleas, ear mites and 1 type of tick. 
In cats, revolution also controls roundworm and hookworm infestations.  
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http://www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-owner-resources/faqs.html#top


Factors to consider when choosing preventative: 
• Will my pet be in contact with children? Dogs and cats can pick up intestinal parasites which 

in turn can be passed on to children. If you have a pet that is around kids, consider a 
preventative that includes intestinal parasites and be sure to have a stool sample checked 
yearly. 

• Does my pet have allergies? Some pets with allergies are also hypersensitive to flea bites. 
What does that mean exactly? Just the saliva from 1 flea bite can cause them to be 
excessively itchy. To be safe, use a more proactive flea preventative such as Revolution or 
combine a topical flea preventative such as Advantix with your heartworm preventative. 

• Will my pet take pills? Even though the tablets are beef flavored, some pets are near 
impossible to get to take a pill. All hope is not lost. Topical heartworm preventatives are 
available. 

For the best recommendation for your pet and family, consult your veterinarian 
 

 

Heartworm disease infections, 2001 

Courtesy of the American Heartworm Society 

 

 Infectious Canine Hepatitis (DHLPPC) 

Hepatitis is a virus that can be easily contracted through contact with infected saliva, urine or feces. 
It causes a wide range of symptoms which may include vomiting, coughing, cloudiness of the eyes, 
abdominal pain, jaundice, fever or swollen lymph nodes. Symptoms can range from mild to severe 
and potentially fatal. In fatal cases, patients showed a sudden onset of the general symptoms but 
also had bleeding of the mouth and gums, bloated abdomen, bloody vomit and/or diarrhea, 
disorientation and seizures. Dogs can recover from hepatitis, but many will have permanent kidney 
damage.   

Denise’s grooming tip of the month! 
Got eye boogers or tear stains? Use a warm compress to loosen up the debris then wipe with a clean 
cotton ball. Use Espree Rainforest Facial (cleanser available through the grooming department for 
$12.50) to help remove build-up; let soak for a couple minutes then wipe off. Some dogs are more 
predisposed to eye discharge based on their breed or eyelid conformation. If you notice increased eye 
discharge it could be a medical problem such as clogged tear ducts, so always consult your 
veterinarian if you are concerned. Recently, a dog probiotic has been added to the market called 
Prostoria. It is also labeled to help prevent tear staining. 



Calendar of events
Sat. March 10th 1-2pm: Canine Massage Seminar at Animal and Avian Medical Center

Learn various massage techniques!!
stiff muscles and joints, increased vascular flow and also stimulates the immune system. 
Please call ahead if interested, pre

 
Sat. April 28th 12-4pm: Training Techniques for Better Bird Behavior; Solon Community Center; cost $20

PEAC: The Parrot Education and Adoption Center of Cleveland is hosting an educational lecture 
by Lara Joseph, well known bir
to http://clevelandpeac.org/seminarregister.htm

 
 

Facebook trivia question!! How it works? Post the answer to our Facebook timeline, the 
FIRST correct answer wins $10 Animal and Avian gift card
FB trivia once monthly (including newsletter trivia, photo trivia, etc) 2) Trivia
only, not for employees (current/past) or friends/family of employees. 3) 
the question AND the answer to get the credit
Q: What is the name on the product 
helping reduce dog’s tear

 
 

This month’s 

Oliver and Tigger!
Oliver and Tigger are almost 2 years old and were adopted in June of 

2010 from the Medina County SPCA. They are best of friends. Oliver is 
always purring and Tigger loves to fetch. 

Mom says “I couldn't ask for better kitties”.

Calendar of events 
2pm: Canine Massage Seminar at Animal and Avian Medical Center

earn various massage techniques!! The benefits of massage are many; relaxation, pain relief for 
stiff muscles and joints, increased vascular flow and also stimulates the immune system. 
Please call ahead if interested, pre-registration is required as space is limited! (330)225

4pm: Training Techniques for Better Bird Behavior; Solon Community Center; cost $20
PEAC: The Parrot Education and Adoption Center of Cleveland is hosting an educational lecture 
by Lara Joseph, well known bird behaviorist and trainer. Registration is required by April 20

http://clevelandpeac.org/seminarregister.htm for more information or to register. 

Facebook trivia question!! How it works? Post the answer to our Facebook timeline, the 
wins $10 Animal and Avian gift card! Rules are 1) Can only win any 

FB trivia once monthly (including newsletter trivia, photo trivia, etc) 2) Trivia
only, not for employees (current/past) or friends/family of employees. 3) MUST write 
the question AND the answer to get the credit!  
Q: What is the name on the product recently added to the market that also aids in 
helping reduce dog’s tear stains? 

This month’s CUTE FACES belong to  

Oliver and Tigger! 
Oliver and Tigger are almost 2 years old and were adopted in June of 

2010 from the Medina County SPCA. They are best of friends. Oliver is 
always purring and Tigger loves to fetch.  

“I couldn't ask for better kitties”. 

2pm: Canine Massage Seminar at Animal and Avian Medical Center, cost $5 
The benefits of massage are many; relaxation, pain relief for 

stiff muscles and joints, increased vascular flow and also stimulates the immune system.  
e is limited! (330)225-0095 

4pm: Training Techniques for Better Bird Behavior; Solon Community Center; cost $20 
PEAC: The Parrot Education and Adoption Center of Cleveland is hosting an educational lecture 

d behaviorist and trainer. Registration is required by April 20th, go 
for more information or to register.  

Facebook trivia question!! How it works? Post the answer to our Facebook timeline, the 
! Rules are 1) Can only win any 

FB trivia once monthly (including newsletter trivia, photo trivia, etc) 2) Trivia is for clients 
MUST write 

added to the market that also aids in 

 

Oliver and Tigger are almost 2 years old and were adopted in June of 
2010 from the Medina County SPCA. They are best of friends. Oliver is 
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