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Rolls-Royce plc Agrees to Pay $170 Million Criminal Penalty to Resolve
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act Case
Rolls-Royce plc, the United Kingdom-based manufacturer and distributor of power systems for the aerospace,
defense, marine and energy sectors, has agreed to pay the U.S. nearly $170 million as part of an $800 million global
resolution to investigations by the department, U.K. and Brazilian authorities into a long-running scheme to bribe
government officials in exchange for government contracts.
U.S. Attorney Benjamin C. Glassman of the Southern District of Ohio, Chief Andrew Weissmann of the Fraud
Section of the Justice Department’s Criminal Division, Assistant Director Stephen Richardson of the FBI’s Criminal
Investigative Division, Assistant Director in Charge Paul M. Abbate of the FBI’s Washington Field Office and
Inspector in Charge Regina Faulkerson of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service’s Criminal Investigations Group made
the announcement.
“Bribery of government officials undermines the integrity of a free and fair market,” said U.S. Attorney
Glassman. “This multinational resolution imposes significant criminal penalties on Rolls-Royce for its multinational
corruption.”
“For more than a decade, Rolls-Royce repeatedly resorted to bribes to secure contracts and get a competitive edge
in countries throughout the world,” said Chief Weissmann. “The global nature of this crime requires a global
response, and this case is yet another example of the strong relationship between the United States and U.K.
Serious Fraud Office and Brazilian Ministério Público Federal, and the collective efforts to ensure that ethical
companies can compete on an even playing field anywhere in the world.”
“Rolls-Royce knowingly acted outside the law by conspiring to bribe foreign officials to gain an unfair advantage,”
said Assistant Director Richardson. “No company is above the law. This resolution will stand as a warning to big
and small companies all across the world that the FBI will not tolerate the foreign corruption that threatens our fair
and competitive markets.”
“This successful parallel investigation is a tremendous example of the central importance of working cooperatively
alongside our international partners to achieve a fair and meaningful resolution,” said Assistant Director in Charge
Abbate. “This outcome is a reflection of the immense reach and capabilities of the FBI’s Washington Field Office
international corruption squad and the global impact of the anti-corruption program.”
According to admissions made in court papers unsealed today, Rolls-Royce admitted that between 2000 and 2013,
the company conspired to violate the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) by paying more than $35 million in
bribes through third parties to foreign officials in various countries in exchange for those officials’ assistance in
providing confidential information and awarding contracts to Rolls-Royce, RRESI and affiliated entities (collectively,
Rolls-Royce):
In Thailand, Rolls-Royce admitted to using intermediaries to pay approximately $11 million in bribes to
officials at Thai state-owned and state-controlled oil and gas companies that awarded approximately seven
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contracts to Rolls-Royce during the same time period.
In Brazil, Rolls-Royce used intermediaries to pay approximately $9.3 million in bribes to bribe foreign officials
at a state-owned petroleum corporation that awarded multiple contracts to Rolls-Royce during the same time
period.
In Kazakhstan, between approximately 2009 and 2012, Rolls-Royce paid commissions of approximately $5.4
million to multiple advisors, knowing that at least a portion of the commission payments would be used to
bribe foreign officials with influence over a joint venture owned and controlled by the Kazakh and Chinese
governments that was developing a gas pipeline between the countries. In 2012, the company also hired a
local Kazakh distributor, knowing it was beneficially owned by a high-ranking Kazakh government official with
decision-making authority over Rolls-Royce’s ability to continue operating in the Kazakh market. During this
time, the state-owned joint venture awarded multiple contracts to Rolls-Royce.
In Azerbaijan, between approximately 2000 and 2009, Rolls-Royce used intermediaries to pay approximately
$7.8 million in bribes to foreign officials at the state-owned and state-controlled oil company, which awarded
multiple contracts to Rolls-Royce during the same time period.
In Angola, between approximately 2008 and 2012, Rolls-Royce used an intermediary to pay approximately
$2.4 million in bribes to officials at a state-owned and state-controlled oil company, which awarded three
contracts to Rolls-Royce during this time period.
In Iraq, from approximately 2006 to 2009, Rolls-Royce supplied turbines to a state-owned and state-controlled
oil company. Certain Iraqi foreign officials expressed concerns about the turbines and subsequently
threatened to blacklist Rolls-Royce from doing future business in Iraq. In response, Rolls-Royce’s
intermediary paid bribes to Iraqi officials to persuade them to accept the turbines and not blacklist the
company.
Rolls-Royce entered into a deferred prosecution agreement (DPA) in connection with a criminal information, filed on
Dec. 20, 2016, in the Southern District of Ohio and unsealed today, charging the company with conspiring to violate
the anti-bribery provisions of the FCPA. Pursuant to the DPA, Rolls-Royce agreed to pay a criminal penalty of
$195,496,880, subject to a credit discussed below. The company has also agreed to continue to cooperate fully with
the department’s ongoing investigation, including its investigation of individuals.
In related proceedings, Rolls-Royce also settled with the United Kingdom’s Serious Fraud Office (SFO) and
the Brazilian Ministério Público Federal (MPF). As part of its resolution with the SFO, Rolls-Royce entered into a
DPA and admitted to paying additional bribes or failing to prevent bribery payments in connection with Rolls-Royce’s
business operations in China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nigeria, Russia and Thailand between in or around 1989
and in or around 2013, and Rolls-Royce agreed to pay a total fine of £497,252,645 ($604,808,392). As part of its
leniency agreement with the MPF, Rolls-Royce also agreed to pay a penalty of approximately $25,579,170 for the
company’s role in a conspiracy to bribe foreign officials in Brazil between 2005 and 2008. Because the conduct
underlying the MPF resolution overlaps with the conduct underlying part of the department’s resolution, the
department credited the $25,579,170 that Rolls-Royce agreed to pay in Brazil against the total fine in the United
States. Therefore, the total amount to be paid to the United States is $169,917,710, and the total amount of
penalties that Rolls-Royce has agreed to pay is more than $800 million.
A number of factors contributed to the department’s criminal resolution with the company, including that Rolls-Royce
did not disclose the criminal conduct to the department until after the media began reporting allegations of corruption
and after the SFO had initiated an inquiry into the allegations and that the conduct was extensive and spanned 12
countries. However, the company did cooperate with the department’s investigation. Rolls-Royce has also taken
significant remedial measures, including terminating business relationships with multiple employees and third-party
intermediaries who were implicated in the corrupt scheme; enhancing compliance procedures to review and approve
intermediaries; and implementing new and enhanced internal controls to address and mitigate corruption and
compliance risks. Thus, the criminal penalty reflects a 25-percent reduction from the bottom of the U.S. Sentencing
Guidelines fine range. In addition, the department considered the parallel resolutions reached by the SFO and MPF
in determining the resolution.
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The U.S. Postal Inspection Service and the FBI’s International Corruption Squad in Washington, D.C., investigated
the case. Trial Attorneys Ephraim Wernick, Kevin Gingras and Dennis Kihm of the Criminal Division’s Fraud Section
and Assistant U.S. Attorneys Michael J. Marous and Jessica Kim of the Southern District of Ohio are prosecuting the
case.
The Criminal Division’s Office of International Affairs provided significant assistance in this matter. The SFO and the
MPF provided significant cooperation and assistance in this matter, as did law enforcement colleagues in Austria,
Germany, the Netherlands, Singapore and Turkey.
The Fraud Section is responsible for investigating and prosecuting all FCPA matters. Additional information about
the Justice Department’s FCPA enforcement efforts can be found at www.justice.gov/criminal/fraud/fcpa.
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