
Agenda Area(s)

Children at Risk

Court where filed

U.S. District Court for the 

Southern District of Mississippi, 

Jackson Division

Date Filed

11/16/2010

Status

Settled

Plaintiffs

C.B., by and through his next 

friend, Charleston DePriest; Eric 

Ball; Erik Barnes; Jamario Brady; 

Joshua Clay; Christopher 

Coleman; Lamarcus Curry; Craig 

Kincaid; Lamarsha Readus; Cozy 

Scott; Latravis Smith; Brian 

Webster; and Frederick White, on 

behalf of themselves and all 

similarly situated individuals

Defendants

Walnut Grove Correctional 

Authority; The GEO Group Inc.; 

Health Assurance, L.L.C.; Walter 

Tripp, in his official capacity as 

Warden of the Walnut Grove 

Youth Correctional Facility; 

Wesley Vinson, in his official 

capacity as Deputy Warden of 

the Walnut Grove Youth 

C.B., et al. v. Walnut Grove Correctional Authority, et 

al.
Popular Name: Walnut Grove

Staff members at the Walnut Grove Youth Correctional Facility in 

Mississippi abused their authority by selling drugs to the youths 

in their care, brutally beating them and even engaging in sexual 

relationships with them. The Southern Poverty Law Center filed a 

federal lawsuit against the for-profit prison operators on behalf of 

the teenagers and young men held at the facility.

The lawsuit described a facility known for a culture of violence 

and corruption – a culture perpetuated by Walnut Grove’s 

management. In addition to the sexual relationships and selling 

of drugs, handcuffed youths were kicked, punched and beaten. 

Youths secure in their cells were blinded with chemicals. Other 

youths suffered multiple stabbings and beatings — including one 

who will live with permanent brain damage as a result of an 

attack in which prison staffers were complicit. The facility is 

operated by GEO Group Inc., the nation’s second largest private 

prison corporation.

The U.S. Department of Justice launched an investigation into 

the conditions at the facility in late 2010 and in March 2012 

reported finding a wide array of inhumane and unconstitutional 
conditions at the prison. The report said the state showed 

“deliberate indifference” in failing to protect youths from harm in 

seven major areas: sexual misconduct between guards and 

inmates; use of excessive force by guards; excessive use of 

chemical agents; poor use-of-force policies, reporting, training 

and investigations; youth-on-youth violence and sexual assault; 

and seriously inadequate medical and mental health care. Sexual 

misconduct, it said, “was among the worst that we have seen in 

any facility anywhere in the nation.”

A groundbreaking settlement agreement was reached in the 

SPLC lawsuit in 2012. That agreement will ensure children and 
teens incarcerated in Mississippi will no longer be housed in the 

privately run prison or subjected to brutal solitary confinement.

Under the decree, the Mississippi Department of Corrections will 

be required to remove youths from the GEO-operated prison and 

house them at a stand-alone facility governed by juvenile justice, 

rather than adult, standards. The state will be required to provide 

them with a broad variety of rehabilitative services and strong 
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Correctional Facility; Dan Kern, in 

his official capacity as Deputy 

Warden of the Walnut Grove 

Youth Correctional Facility; K. 

Hougue, in her official capacity 

as Health Services Administrator 

for Walnut Grove Youth 

Correctional Facility; Christopher 

Epps, in his official capacity as 

Commissioner of the Mississippi 

Department of Corrections; and 
Dr. Tom Burnham, in his official 

capacity as Superintendent of the 

Mississippi State Department of 

Education

Case Related Items 

Complaint (pdf, 2.69 MB)

Consent Decree (pdf, 628.52 

KB)

Order Approving Settlement 
(pdf, 269.9 KB)

DOJ Findings (pdf, 621.5 KB)

protections from sexual abuse and violence. The decree also 

categorically bars the state from subjecting young people to 

solitary confinement – the first time a federal court has banned 

the barbaric practice of housing children in long-term isolation.

Co-Counsel:

Robert B. McDuff and The National Prison Project of the ACLU 

Foundation
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