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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

 

 

ICM Controls Corp. 

 

   Plaintiff, 

v. 

Honeywell International, Inc. 

 

   Defendant 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

 

 

Case No.:   

 

 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

  

COMPLAINT 

 

ICM Controls Corp. for its Complaint against Honeywell International, Inc. states: 

THE PARTIES 

 

1. Plaintiff ICM Controls Corp. (“ICM Controls”) is a Delaware corporation with its 

principal place of business in North Syracuse, New York. 

2. Defendant Honeywell International, Inc. (“Honeywell”) is a Delaware corporation 

with its principal place of business in Morristown, New Jersey.   

JURISDICTION 

3. This is an action for patent infringement arising under the Acts of Congress 

relating to patents, 35 U.S.C. §§ 271, et seq. 

4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a). 

5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Honeywell pursuant to §§ 301 & 302 of 

the New York Civil Practice Law and Rules and the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution.  Honeywell regularly does business in the State of 

New York, and has, upon information and belief, engaged in the distribution, offer for sale, or 

both, of products embodying the inventions of United States Patent Nos. 5,889,645 and 

6,222,719 in this judicial district and throughout the United States. 
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6. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and (c) and 

1400(b).   

BACKGROUND 

7. For over twenty-five (25) years, ICM Controls has been in the business of making 

and selling electronic controls for use in heating, ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration 

(“HVACR”) products and systems.   

8. ICM Controls owns several patents directed at technologies relating to HVACR 

products, including the patents at issue in this lawsuit, U.S. Patent Nos. 5,889,645 and 6,222,719. 

9. On May 30, 1999, United States Patent No. 5,889,645 (“’645 patent”), entitled 

Energy Preservation and Transfer Mechanism, was duly and legally issued by the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”) to ICM Controls.  Since then, ICM Controls is and has 

been the owner of all right, title, and interest in the ’645 patent.  A copy of the ’645 patent is 

attached as Exhibit A and is incorporated herein by reference.  

10. On April 24, 2001, United States Patent No. 6,222,719 (“’719 patent”), entitled 

Ignition Boost and Rectification Flame Detection Circuit, was duly and legally issued by the 

USPTO to ICM Controls.  Since then, ICM Controls is and has been the owner of all right, title, 

and interest in the ’719 patent.  A copy of the ’719 patent is attached as Exhibit B and is 

incorporated herein by reference. 

11. Honeywell has been and is making, using, selling, offering for sale, distributing 

and/or importing, without license or authority from ICM Controls, in this district and elsewhere 

in the United States, electronic control devices (including the Honeywell S8610U Universal 

Intermittent Pilot Ignition Module) for use in connection with furnaces, residential boilers and 
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other heating appliances that embody the inventions claimed in the ’645 and ’719 patents.  

Honeywell is infringing the ’645 and ’719 patents under 35 U.S.C. § 271. 

12. Honeywell will continue to infringe the ’645 and ’719 patents unless enjoined by 

the Court. 

13. ICM Controls has been damaged by Honeywell’s infringement of the ’645 and 

’719 patents, and will continue to be damaged by that infringement unless enjoined by this 

Court. 

14. Upon information and belief, Honeywell has actual knowledge of the ’645 and 

’719 patents, and its prior and continuing infringement of the ’645 and ’719 patents was and is 

willful and deliberate. 

COUNT I – INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PAT. NO. 5,889,645 

15. ICM Controls incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-14 and makes them a part 

of this Count. 

16. Honeywell has infringed and continues to infringe the ’645 patent through the 

manufacture, use, sale, offer for sale, distribution and or importation of the Honeywell S8610U 

Universal Intermittent Pilot Ignition Module control. 

17. Upon information and belief, Honeywell has had actual knowledge of the ’645 

patent, and its infringement of this patent has been and continues to be willful and deliberate. 

18. ICM Controls has been damaged by Honeywell’s infringement of the ’645 patent, 

in an amount to be proven at trial, and will continue to be damaged in the future unless 

Honeywell is permanently enjoined from infringing the ’645 patent. 

19. ICM Controls has satisfied the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 287 by marking its 

products that practice the invention of the ’645 patent with the patent number of the ’645 patent. 
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COUNT II – INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PAT. NO. 6,222,719 

20. ICM Controls incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-19 and makes them a part 

of this Count. 

21. Honeywell has infringed and continues to infringe the ’719 patent through the 

manufacture, use, sale, offer for sale, distribution and or importation of the Honeywell S8610U 

Universal Intermittent Pilot Ignition Module control. 

22. Upon information and belief, Honeywell has had actual knowledge of the ’719 

patent, and its infringement of this patent has been and continues to be willful and deliberate. 

23. ICM Controls has been damaged by Honeywell’s infringement of the ’719 patent, 

in an amount to be proven at trial, and will continue to be damaged in the future unless 

Honeywell is permanently enjoined from infringing the ’719 patent. 

24. ICM Controls has satisfied the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 287 by marking its 

products that practice the invention of the ’719 patent with the patent number of the ’719 patent. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, ICM Controls prays for judgment that: 

A. Honeywell has infringed one or more claims of the ’645 patent;  

B. Honeywell has infringed one or more claims of the ’719 patent;  

C. Honeywell has willfully infringed one or more claims of the ’645 patent; 

D. Honeywell has willfully infringed one or more claims of the ’719 patent; 

E. Honeywell, its officers, agents, servants and employees, and those persons in 

active concert or participation with any of them, are enjoined from further infringing the ’645 

patent; 
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F. Honeywell, its officers, agents, servants and employees, and those persons in 

active concert or participation with any of them, are enjoined from further infringing the ’719 

patent; 

G. Awards ICM Controls all damages arising from Honeywell’s infringement of the 

’645 patent, with interest and costs; 

H. Awards ICM Controls all damages arising from Honeywell’s infringement of the 

’719 patent, with interest and costs; 

I. Provides for an accounting for the damages arising out of Honeywell’s 

infringement of the ’645 patent; 

J. Provides for an accounting for the damages arising out of Honeywell’s 

infringement of the ’719 patent; 

K. Awards ICM Controls treble damages for willful infringement as provided by 35 

U.S.C. § 284 for infringement of the ’645 and ’719 patents; 

L. Awards ICM Controls its attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses in this action as 

permitted in exceptional cases by 35 U.S.C. § 285; and 

M. Awards ICM Controls such other and further relief as this Court may deem 

necessary and proper. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

ICM Controls hereby demands a trial by jury of all issues so triable. 

 

Dated:  November 30, 2012  HANCOCK ESTABROOK, LLP 

 

 

     By:  s/John G. Powers      

       
John G. Powers, Esq. (Bar Roll No.:508934) 

      Nina I. Brown, Esq. (Bar Roll No.: 517396) 
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      1500 AXA Tower I 

       100 Madison Street 

      Syracuse, New York 13202 

      Telephone No.: (315) 565-4500 

 

      OF COUNSEL: 

 

Allen W. Hinderaker, Esq. (pro hac vice application 

imminent) 

Rachel K. Zimmerman, Esq. (pro hac vice 

application imminent) 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 

 

3200 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-2215 

Telephone No.: (612) 336-4667 

      

      Attorneys for Plaintiff 

      ICM Controls Corp. 

 




