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BOSTON - Hewlett-Packard Company, which operates a secure data storage

and back-up center for banks and businesses in Littleton, has been assessed an

$11,833 penalty by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

(MassDEP) for violating Air Pollution Control, Hazardous Waste and Industrial

Wastewater regulations.

During an inspection conducted last December at the company's Taylor Street

facility, MassDEP found that Hewlett-Packard failed to comply with air quality

plan approvals with regard to keeping specific records and following specified

monitoring schedules and requirements, and operated its emergency engines

during non-emergency situations. The company also exceeded time limits for

storage of waste oil, failed to comply with other waste oil requirements and

discharged industrial wastewater to the environment without a proper discharge

permit given by MassDEP and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Through a consent order, the company must comply with all applicable

regulations and pay the $11,833 penalty. Of that amount, $8,912 funded a

Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP).  The SEP has provided two

hand-held thermal imaging cameras and truck chargers to the Town of Littleton

Fire Department for use in emergency incidents.  

"The company has worked quickly to attain compliance," said Lee Dillard

Adams, director of MassDEP's Central Regional Office in Worcester. "The

equipment that will be provided to the Littleton Fire Department through this

SEP will enhance the town's response capability."

MassDEP is responsible for ensuring clean air and water, safe management and

recycling of solid and hazardous wastes, timely cleanup of hazardous waste

sites and spills and the preservation of wetlands and coastal resources.
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