
$42,608.24).

Ms. Stinson, a long-time flight attendant for Continental Airlines, was

injured in December 2003, when she was thrown through the plane

cabin backwards as her plane was forced to brake during an

emergency on takeoff. She suffered injuries to her neck and back. The

incident, which occurred on a United States armed forces’ charter flight

to Iraq, was witnessed by many soldiers on the airplane. Despite this,

AIG refused to pay for the medical care Ms. Stinson needed for her

neck injury. Instead, they continued to fight Ms. Stinson at every turn,

sending her to biased doctors and placing roadblocks every step of the

way. In November 2010, a Harris county jury found AIG to have

knowingly acted in violation of the Texas Insurance Code and the

Deceptive Trade Practices Act, and awarded her $1,759,000.

Ryan v. Zurich American Insurance Company

Claims: Workers’ Compensation Insurance Bad Faith/Deceptive Trade

Practices/Violations of the Texas Insurance Code

Jury Verdict: $1.384 million (Attorneys’ Fees: $213,750; Litigation

Expenses: $16,617.20; injury – shoulder and economic harm resulting

from delay in insurance benefits).

In November 2009, a Galveston County jury found that Zurich

American Insurance Company acted in bad faith in delaying and

denying a workers’ compensation claim of a 44 year old sandblaster

injured on the job in October 2007. The jury found that Zurich

unreasonably delayed income benefits for four months, and delayed

Doyle Raizner client Jerome Ryan’s medical care for his injured

shoulder. Zurich failed to obtain medical records from Mr. Ryan’s

doctors, claimed that Mr. Ryan could not chose his own treating

physician, and refused to pay him income benefits or for his medical

care until ordered to do so by the Texas Department of Insurance. The

jury in Galveston County Court at Law No. 3, Hon. Roy Quintanilla

presiding, awarded $1.384 million in damages, including $500,000 in

punitive damages.

Hamilton v. Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company

Claims: Jones Act/Negligence/Unseaworthiness

Jury Verdict: $1.22 million (Attorneys’ Fees: $400,000; Litigation

Expenses: $47,276.54; injury – operated lumbar spine injuries).

In August 2009, a Houston (Harris County) jury awarded $1.22 million
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to Doyle Raizner LLP client Roger Hamilton for injuries sustained in a

November 2005 incident onboard the dredging vessel Pontchartrain.

The jury determined that Great Lakes was negligent in maintaining

improper steps and decking aboard the vessel, and in attempting to

conceal information regarding the reporting of the incident. The found

Great Lakes to be 100% responsible for the incident that ended Mr.

Hamilton’s career in the dredging business.

Norfleet v. Chemikalien Seetransport and Heidenreich Marine

Claims: Jones Act/Negligence/Unseaworthiness

Jury Verdict: $4.5 million (Attorneys Fees: $1,860,000; Expenses:

$105,452.29; injury – operated knee and lumbar injuries).

A Houston jury, in May 2009, awarded more than $4.5 million to Doyle

Raizner LLP client Capt. Charles Norfleet for injuries sustained while

being transferred in a personnel basket from a crew boat to a lightering

ship in the Gulf of Mexico. The jury found both Chemikalien

Seetransport GmbH of Hamburg, Germany and Heidenreich Marine,

Inc. of Connecticut responsible for negligence during the ship-to-ship

transfer operation. Following a nearly four week trial, the jury

deliberated for less than two hours before returning its unanimous

verdict in the 133rd District Court of Harris County.

Darold Burch v. Westerngeco Resources (Schlumberger)

Claims: Jones Act/Negligence/Unseaworthiness

Jury Verdict: $1.6 million (Attorneys Fees: $472,500; Expenses

$61,135.03; injury – cervical injuries requiring surgery and unoperated

shoulder injuries).

Darold Burch had a long and successful career as a seismic gun

mechanic, but was injured severely when he struck his head on an

improperly placed beam in his work area. The beam was placed too

low across the slipway area of the gun deck on the seismic survey

vessel WESTERN PRIDE. Burch began to experience severe

post-traumatic headaches after the incident, and ultimately was

diagnosed with multiple cervical disc injuries that required surgical

repair. Westerngeco blamed Mr. Burch for the incident, but a Houston

jury disagreed and returned a verdict in December 2007 against the

Schlumberger subsidiary for $1.6 million in damages in the 270th

District Court of Harris County, Houston, Texas.

Priddy v. Commerce & Industry Insurance Company (AIG).
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