
 
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

GREENVILLE DIVISION 
 
 
STUART MOULDER,    ) 
       ) 

Plaintiff,      ) 
) 

v.       ) CIVIL ACTION 
       ) 
FLUOR INTERCONTINENTAL, INC. ) FILE NO. __________ 
       ) 
       ) 
 Defendant.     ) 
 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

COMES NOW Stuart Moulder, the Surviving Spouse of Darlene 

Moulder and Surviving Parent of Bryn Moulder and Caroline Moulder, and 

files this Complaint for Damages and Demand for Jury Trial against 

Defendant Fluor Intercontinental, Inc. 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

This is a tort action arising from a helicopter crash that occurred in 

Afghanistan on July 26, 2006.  The crash resulted in the deaths of Plaintiff 

Stuart Moulder’s wife, Darlene Moulder, and daughters, Bryn Moulder and 

Caroline Moulder. 
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THE PARTIES 

1. 

Plaintiff Stuart Moulder is a citizen of the State of Georgia, the 

Surviving Spouse of Darlene Moulder and the Surviving Parent of Bryn 

Moulder and Caroline Moulder.  He is the proper party to bring these 

wrongful death actions and survival actions for the funeral expenses and 

conscious pain and suffering of Darlene Moulder, Bryn Moulder and 

Caroline Moulder. 

2. 

Defendant Fluor Intercontinental, Inc. (“Fluor”) is a corporation 

organized under the laws of the state of California with its principal place of 

business at 100 Fluor Daniel Drive, Greenville, South Carolina 29607.  

Fluor may be served with process by serving its registered agent, 

Corporation Service Company, 1703 Laurel Street, Columbia, South 

Carolina 29201. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. 

Plaintiff incorporates by reference Paragraphs 1-2 of his Complaint as 

if the same were fully set forth herein. 
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4. 

This Court has personal jurisdiction over Fluor because Fluor is a 

citizen of South Carolina and Fluor has its principal place of business in 

South Carolina. 

5. 

This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 

1332 because the matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, 

exclusive of interest and costs, and is between citizens of different states. 

6. 

Venue is proper with this Court because Fluor resides in this District, 

Fluor is subject to personal jurisdiction in this District, and a substantial part 

of the events or omissions giving rise to these claims occurred in this 

District. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

7. 

Plaintiff incorporates by reference Paragraphs 1-6 of his Complaint as 

if the same were fully set forth herein. 
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8. 

At the time of the subject crash, Fluor was engaged in the construction 

of military barracks in Khost, Afghanistan pursuant to a contract with the 

United States Army Corps of Engineers.   

9. 

At the time of the subject crash, Plaintiff Stuart Moulder was an 

employee or contractor working for Fluor in Afghanistan.   

10. 

At the time of the subject crash, Fluor had a sub-contract with Tryco 

International, Inc., a company that provided charter helicopter flights in 

Afghanistan.  Pursuant to this contract, Tryco and Fluor regularly 

transported passengers between Kabul, Afghanistan and the construction 

project in Khost, Afghanistan. 

11. 

Prior to the subject flight, Fluor made arrangements for Tryco to 

transport Darlene Moulder, Bryn Moulder and Caroline Moulder from 

Kabul, Afghanistan to Khost, Afghanistan.  Fluor scheduled the flight, 

reserved seats on the aircraft, and made all other arrangements for 

continuation of the Moulders’ itinerary.   

12. 
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At approximately 0915 hours, on July 26, 2006, Darlene Moulder, 

Bryn Moulder and Caroline Moulder departed Kabul, Afghanistan on a 

helicopter owned and operated by Tryco International Inc.  At approximately 

1005 hours, the helicopter crashed into the side of a mountain prior to 

reaching Khost.  All twelve occupants were killed. 

LIABILITY OF DEFENDANT FLUOR INTERCONTINENTAL, INC. 

13. 

Plaintiff incorporates by reference Paragraphs 1-12 of his Complaint 

as if the same were fully set forth herein. 

14. 

Defendant Fluor Intercontinental, Inc., acting by and through its 

agents and employees, was negligent in selecting and hiring Tryco 

International, Inc. because Tryco was an unsafe company that utilized 

inadequately equipped and maintained aircraft that did not meet Fluor’s own 

aviation standards.  

15. 

Fluor, acting by and through its agents, failed to adequately 

investigate the qualifications and reliability of Tryco and Tryco’s aircraft. 
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16. 

Fluor had a non-delegable duty to transport passengers to the barracks 

project in Khost, Afhanistan. 

17. 

The task of flying helicopters carrying passengers between Kabul, 

Afghanistan and Khost, Afghanistan was inherently dangerous. 

18. 

Fluor had a non-delegable duty to exercise reasonable care in 

transporting Darlene Moulder, Bryn Moulder and Caroline Moulder to the 

barracks project in Khost, Afghanistan. 

19. 

Fluor knew or should have known that Tryco was not qualified or 

equipped adequately to transport passengers between Kabul, Afghanistan 

and Khost, Afghanistan. 

20. 

Defendant Tryco International Inc., acting by and through its agents 

and employees, was negligent in the operation of the subject helicopter on 

the day of the crash. 

 

 

6:08-cv-02574-HMH       Date Filed 07/17/2008      Entry Number 1        Page 6 of 10



 7

21. 

Defendant Tryco International Inc., acting by and through its agents 

and employees, was negligent in the training of the crew members that were 

in command of the subject helicopter.   

22. 

Defendant Tryco International Inc., acting by and through its agents 

and employees, was negligent in failing to properly equip the subject 

helicopter. 

23. 

Defendant Tryco International Inc., acting by and through its agents 

and employees, committed actions constituting negligence per se by 

deviating from the required actions and procedures of applicable aviation 

regulations.   

24. 

The acts and omissions of  Fluor and Tryco directly and proximately 

caused or contributed to the injuries and deaths of Darlene Moulder, Bryn 

Moulder and Caroline Moulder.   
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Stuart Moulder, as Surviving Spouse of Darlene 

Moulder and Surviving Parent of Bryn Moulder and Caroline Moulder 

respectfully prays for and demands the following: 

1. That summons and process issue requiring this Defendant to be served 

and to appear as provided by law to answer the allegations of this 

Complaint; 

2. That Plaintiff has a trial by jury of all issues; 

3. That Plaintiff has and recovers all damages to which he is entitled 

under law, including but not limited to: 

a. General damages for the full value of the life of Darlene 

Moulder, both economic and intangible; 

b. General damages for all elements of pain and suffering, 

physical and mental, including shock, fright and terror, endured 

by Darlene Moulder from the time of the incident up until the 

time of her death; 

c. Special damages for all funeral expenses and property damages 

incurred on behalf of Darlene Moulder’s Estate; 

d. General damages for the full value of the life of Bryn Moulder, 

both economic and intangible; 
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e. General damages for all elements of pain and suffering, 

physical and mental, including shock, fright and terror, endured 

by Bryn Moulder from the time of the incident up until the time 

of her death; 

f. Special damages for all funeral expenses and property damages 

incurred on behalf of Bryn Moulder’s Estate; 

g. General damages for the full value of the life of Caroline 

Moulder, both economic and intangible; 

h. General damages for all elements of pain and suffering, 

physical and mental, including shock, fright and terror, endured 

by Caroline Moulder from the time of the incident up until the 

time of her death; 

i. Special damages for all funeral expenses and property damages 

incurred on behalf of Caroline Moulder’s Estate; 

4. That all costs be cast against the Defendant; and 

5. For such other and further relief as this Court deems just and 

appropriate. 
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Respectfully submitted by: 

 
       s/Andrew M. Scherffius  
      Andrew M. Scherffius 
 
       s/William L. Ballard  
      William L. Ballard 
 
       s/Gregory R. Feagle  
      Gregory R. Feagle 
      Scherffius, Ballard, Still & Ayres, LLP 

400 Colony square, Suite 1018 
1201 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30361 
Phone:  (404) 873-1220 
Fax:  (404) 876-4951 

 
      
       s/Joe Watson   
      Joseph J. Watson 
      Fed. Id. No.:  4547 
      644 E. Washington Street 
      Greenville, SC 29601 
      Phone:  (864) 467-0380 
      Fax:  (864) 242-6560 
       

 
Dated:  July 17, 2008 
Greenville, South Carolina 
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