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Bechtel Hanford to Pay Civil Penalty
For Immediate Release: May 16, 2000
Contact:
Steve Sautter, Bechtel Hanford, Inc. 509-372-9097
Sue Kuntz , Bechtel Hanford, Inc., 509-375-4673
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Headquarters has issued a Preliminary Notice of
Violation, including an $82,500 civil penalty, to Bechtel Hanford, Inc. (BHI) for a radiological
event at Hanford's B Reactor in June 1999. The event involved a failure to follow BHI's
established work processes and procedures that resulted in a contaminated area not being
properly posted. As a result, employees entered the area without appropriate protective
equipment. There were no negative health impacts. An additional concern was that the
incident was not promptly reported to senior management.
BHI takes responsibility for this incident and understands the significance of the event and
agrees with the conclusions from the DOE.
Although there were no negative health impacts as a result of the event, BHI takes this and
any failure to follow BHI's established work processes and procedures seriously.
BHI discovered the violations and reported them to the DOE. And as noted by the DOE, the
monetary civil penalty was reduced by half due to BHI's thorough investigation of the event.
Following that investigation, BHI took broad corrective actions to address the specific
causes of the event and prevent a recurrence.

About Us | Projects | Opportunities | Library | Outreach | News | Related Sites | Site Index | Security and Privacy Notice
News Releases | Hanford Reach Articles | Environmental Management Performance Reports | Environmental Restoration
Project Update | Annual Reports | Fact Sheets | Presentations | Links to Other Publications | Richland Operations Office
Hanford Home Page
The Richland ER Project is funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office.
For questions or comments about this page, please send email to: webmaster@bhi-erc.com.
The URL for this page is http://www.bhi-erc.com/news/release/2000/may252000.htm .
Last Updated: 08/11/2005 15:36:15

http://www.bhi-erc.com/news/release/2000/may252000.htm

8/11/2005

