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PRESS RELEASE 
 
PROJECT MANAGER SENTENCED FOR TAKING BRIBES ON CONSTRUCTION PROJECT AT 

BROOKLYN FEDERAL COURTHOUSE AND POST OFFICE 
 

ROSLYNN R. MAUSKOPF, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, DANIEL 
WALSH, Regional Inspector General for Investigations, General Services Administration, and 
PASQUALE J. D'AMURO, Assistant Director-in-Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation in New 
York, announced today that ALBERT PAGANO, the former Project Manager for URS/O'Brien 
Kreitzberg ("URS"), the construction quality management firm hired to assist the General Services 
Administration ("GSA") in supervising the construction of the new Federal Courthouse and the 
renovation of the existing General Post Office Building in downtown Brooklyn, was sentenced this 
morning for his receipt of $35,000 in bribes from a subcontractor in exchange for PAGANO's 
assistance in the subcontractor's efforts to secure a $5.5 million subcontract on the Post Office 
renovation project and other lucrative contract modifications and change orders. PAGANO was 
sentenced to 30 months' imprisonment, three years' supervised release, a fine of $60,000 and restitution 
of $2,000. The sentencing proceedings were held before United States District Judge Nina Gershon at 
the U. S. Courthouse, 225 Cadman Plaza East, Brooklyn, New York.  

Between 1999 and November 2002, PAGANO was the Project Manager for URS, a construction 
quality management firm hired to assist GSA personnel in supervising the construction of the new 
Federal Courthouse and the renovation of the existing General Post Office building. The General 
Contractor on the project at the time was the J.A. Jones Construction Group ("Jones"). 

PAGANO's duties included providing technical support and assistance to GSA in administering and 
making any modifications to its contract with Jones, calculating for GSA estimates for any proposed 
contract modifications, and representing GSA in negotiations with Jones and Jones' subcontractors over 
proposed contract modifications. 

The government's investigation revealed that during PAGANO's work at the Post Office, he met on a 
number of occasions with Nicholas Laganella, the President of PT&L Contracting Corporation 
("PT&L"), who was a subcontractor of Jones on the Post Office project. Beginning in approximately 
July 2000, PAGANO sought and received from Laganella cash payments in exchange for assisting 
Laganella to obtain the price he wanted on contract modifications and change orders, and for agreeing 
not to prevent PT&L from being awarded a $5.5 million site-work subcontract from Jones. This 
subcontract involved the renovation of the area around the perimeter of the post office building. The 
total bribes PAGANO sought amounted to $40,000. Between July 2000 and October 2002, PAGANO 
received approximately $35,000 in cash from Laganella. PAGANO was arrested on October 9, 2002. 

PAGANO and Laganella both pleaded guilty in June 2003. Laganella is awaiting sentencing. Victor 
Scallo, the former Project Executive for Jones on the Courthouse and Post Office projects, also pleaded 
guilty in June 2003 to soliciting and accepting a bribe from Laganella in exchange for awarding the 
$5.5 million site work subcontract to PT&L. Scallo was sentenced on January 16, 2004, to two years' 
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imprisonment, a $5,000 fine, and 100 hours of community service.  

"ALBERT PAGANO abused his position of trust on an important federal construction project to enrich 
himself," stated United States Attorney ROSLYNN R. MAUSKOPF. "As a result, he now stands 
convicted of a felony and will spend the next 30 months in prison. This Office and our law enforcement 
partners will continue to investigate and vigorously prosecute individuals like PAGANO who permit 
the corrupting influence of bribery to infect public construction projects." 

GSA Regional Inspector General DANIEL WALSH stated, "This investigation sends a clear message 
that corruption involving contracts and subcontracts on GSA projects will be vigorously investigated 
and prosecuted." 

FBI Assistant Director-in-Charge PASQUALE J. D'AMURO stated, "The FBI is vitally interested in 
policing public corruption and bribery. In this case, had the scheme not been discovered so readily, 
PAGANO's sentencing might have occurred in the very building over which he had construction 
oversight, which is what enabled him to extract the bribes in the first place." 

The government's case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Richard Faughnan. 
 
The Defendant: 
Name: Albert Pagano 
DOB: 2/23/31 
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