
The preaching of God’s Word is central to 
the life of the local church and the ongoing 
growth of the Christian. If you examine the 
life of the early church recorded in the book 
of Acts, you will find that preaching was 
foundational to the formation and growth of 
the church. Still today, God’s people gather 
on Sunday mornings to hear God’s Word 
declared through the gift of preaching. We 
stop our busy schedules to join together as 
the body of Christ and place ourselves under 
the authority of God’s Word. 
 

But as important as preaching is to the life 
of the church and the individual Christian, 
there is something that deserves our atten-
tion just as much: our response to biblical 
preaching. When Peter delivered that first 
sermon on the day of Pentecost, Scripture 
records, “when they heard this they were cut 
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’” 
If we truly believe that when Scripture is 
preached we are hearing the very Word of 
God, then surely how we respond is of up-
most importance. What does it say about us 
if on one hand we claim to believe that 
Scripture is the final authority over our lives, 
while at the same time we don’t think deeply 
about what we have just heard and how we 
should adjust our lives to its authoritative 
truth? If we really believe Scripture is God’s 
inspired, inerrant, and Holy word, then 
should we not closely examine ourselves 
with it each week and respond in a thought-
ful manner? 
 

I think it is easy for us to begin to mentally 
check out at the conclusion of our services. 
This may be true for various reasons. Per-
haps we have a ministry responsibility fol-

lowing the service, or afternoon plans that 
are beginning to capture our attention, or 
we may think that time after the sermon is 
mainly for the lost to respond to the mes-
sage. But I want to strongly encourage you 
to begin to think of the response time as 
the climax of our service rather than some 
type of afterthought or a winding down of 
things. It is when we are able to pause, 
reflect and respond to what we have just 
heard God say to us as his people. 
 

As pastors, we are trying to structure the 
service so that we have ample time to have 
a meaningful response to God’s Word. 
This may mean you come to the front to 
pray with a pastor or just kneel in prayer 
alone as you have been gripped by what 
you have just heard. It may be that you 
joyfully sing in response to what you have 
just heard, rejoicing at the evidence you 
see of the Spirit’s work in you. You might 
sit silently in prayer where you cry out to 
God to allow your heart to be changed in 
the area that you have just been chal-
lenged. Although there may be numerous 
ways you might respond, our prayer is that 
you see this time as an important part of 
our service and allow the truths of God’s 
Word to deeply penetrate your heart.  
 

I would contend that we haven’t fully par-
ticipated in the event of preaching unless 
we have responded to what we have heard. 
So, as you think about our future gather-
ings at FBC, pray for God to give you a 
keen awareness of your need to be actively 
responding each week to what you are 
hearing declared from his eternal Word. 
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Our Response to Biblical Preaching 

Tom Buck 

Women’s Retreat 

October 5-6 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

October 6, 7:00 AM 
 

Senior Adult Choir and 

Luncheon 

October 11, 10:30 AM  
 

Senior Adult Trip to 

Georgia 

October 15-20 
 

ReSound Concert 

October 21, 6:00 PM 
 

Senior Adult Playday 

October 25, 9:30 AM 
 

Member’s Meeting 

October 28, 5:30 PM 
 

Trellis & Vine  

Conference 

November 2-3 
 

Men’s Breakfast  

November  3, 7:00 AM  
 

Senior Adult Choir and 

Luncheon 

November 8, 10:30 AM  
 

Senior Adult Fall  

Banquet 

November 9, 10:15 AM 
 

Great Commission 

 Focus Week 

November 11-17 
 

Thanksgiving  

Fellowship Meal 

November 18, 5:30 PM 
 

Office Closed 

Noon on November 21-23 

Dates of Interest 



Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you all for your prayers, visits, phone calls, gifts, flowers, and delicious 
meals following Becky’s recent surgery. Words cannot describe how appreciative 
we are of how you have ministered to us. We have been blessed immeasurably by 
your love, compassion, prayers, and support. We praise God for His faithfulness 
and now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 
15:13). 

In Christ’s love, 
Ken and Becky Calvert 

My mom is not a singer. At several points in my childhood I re-
member her off-key singing in church, and I (to my shame) recall 
wishing she’d just stop. She would often tell me that she looks 
forward to singing in heaven because one of two things will hap-
pen: she’ll either have a good singing voice or the people around 
her won’t mind the lack of skill. 
 

There’s a real health to my mom’s heart in this area. She loves to 
sing with her church, so she does. Her lack of ability doesn’t lead 
her to conclude that God doesn’t want her to sing praise to Him. 
People who turn up their nose at weaker singers don’t discourage 
her, either. After all, her singing should ultimately encourage and 
inspire other believers (Eph. 5:19 and Col. 3:16). She finds joy in 
obeying the Scriptures in this area. The people around her who 
disapprove are the ones that need spiritual attention. 
 

I’ve been one of those disapproving people more times than I care 
to admit. I recall a certain man I encountered while leading music 
at the church I served in Louisiana. One week, the man sat down 
on the front row of our tiny worship center. When we stood to 
sing, he was less than six feet away from me as I led the congrega-
tion. He sang LOUDLY. And he sang out of tune. Terribly out of 
tune. It was so bad that I could hardly hear myself, and I was using 
a microphone! I immediately started to think of ways to tell the 
man that he needed to quiet down so that I could concentrate. 
 

Over time, I learned the beauty of that situation. The man loved 
the Lord and had a great passion for singing His praise in the 
midst of the congregation. Who was I to stifle that? What did I 
have to offer to the Lord and our church that was more important 
than this man’s obedience? Although I never called on the man to 
sing a solo in the church, I learned that his out of tune, overpow-
ering voice was a pleasing offering to the Lord. Eventually, it be-
came pleasing to me, too. 
 

My mom and the man from Louisiana got it right. Even though 
music wasn’t really “their thing,” they were passionate about prais-
ing the Lord through song. And what inspired them to sing? The 
Lord: His character and His works. They just had to sing in re-
sponse. 
 

Singing is for the whole church, not just the talented few. The Scrip-
tures are SO clear that singing is a central activity of genuine be-
lievers. Just flip through the Psalms. Read in the New Testament 
in Acts 16:25, Romans 15:9, 1 Corinthians 14:15, Ephesians 5:19, 
Colossians 3:16, Hebrews 2:12, James 5:13, and all through Revela-
tion. Sing! Even if you don’t have the greatest of voices, be filled 
with the truth of God’s word until your heart overflows with song 
to the One who is worthy of such praise. It’s what Christians do. 
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Make Wise Choices 
Vernon Hughes 

I have to admit, I am a carnivore. I like to eat meat. In fact, if I 
had to make a list of my top five favorite foods, it would probably 
look something like this: 1. Bacon   2. Steak   3. Ribs   4. More 
Bacon   5. Shrimp. In fact you’d probably have to go beyond my 
top 10 or 15 favorites before you find the first vegetable. I like 
meat!  Well, about a year ago, our family went to San Antonio with 
Rachel’s parents and brother. While we were there we went to a 
Brazilian Steakhouse.  If you’ve never been to one, then you need 
to stop reading this right now, find the closest one, and go. I’m 
just kidding, but it was great, especially for a meat-eater like me. At 
a Brazilian Steakhouse once you are seated the hostess gives you a 
round card (I thought it was a coaster at first, but it’s actually your 
ticket to meatatopia). One side of the card is red and the other side 
is green. As long as your card has the green side facing up, then a 
waiter is going to be bringing by some type of meat they’ve been 
cooking...either steak, chicken, pork, ribs, sausage, you name it. 
When you need a break, you flip your card over to the red side and 
they stop bringing the meat…until you flip it back to the green 
side. Let’s just say I ate a lot of meat that day...maybe my body 
weight in meat, and it was great. But afterwards I remember every-
one else wanted to go walk around the Riverwalk area, and I just 
really wanted to take a nap. I was meat-sick. I never was a big 
candy eater as a child, but I can remember hearing parents tell 
their children “If you eat too much candy you’ll get sick to your 
stomach.” I now fully understand the logic behind that statement. 
Meat was my candy, and I was feeling it.    
 

Sometimes we can let things in our lives, even good things, get in 
the way of us making right decisions. The Israelites were guilty of 
this a lot in the Old Testament. They often let things get between 
them and God. We call those things idols. Do we have idols to-
day? Yes. They’re probably not golden calves or statues of other 
animals or people, like the Israelites had, but for us it may look like 
a gaming system, an activity or sport, or a hobby. If it gets between 
you and your relationship with God then you’ve allowed it to be-
come an idol. Think about that for a minute. It reminds me of the 
passage we read in church one Sunday, “Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also” (Luke 12:34). So, where is your treas-
ure? Is it in things, or is it in your relationship with God? Are you 
rich toward God, or do you need to invest more time and energy 
into that relationship?  

Who Should Sing? 
Andrew Pressley 

Note of Thanks 
Note of Thanks 

 

Hi Friends! 
 

Jennifer and I just want to say thank you so much for allowing us to be a part of 
VBS this summer through the videos. It was so fun to make the videos (Nathan 
and Allona loved it too!) and to be a part of teaching the kids about missions. 
 

And thank you so much for the support gift too!! What a surprise blessing!!! We 
feel so loved and cared for. We are looking at the possibility of two mission trips 
to the Middle East this school year. Your gift will help so much with their cost! 
 

We love you all and miss seeing you. Please be praying as we meet many new 
freshmen these next few weeks! 
 

In Christ, 
Jaisen, Jennifer, Nathan and Allona Pester 
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Parenting From The Same Page 
Ryan Taber 

“Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor 
you father and mother (this is the first commandment with a 
promise), that it may go well with you and that you may live long 
in the land. Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but 
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” This 
is Paul’s instruction in Ephesians 6. One difficult aspect of youth 
ministry is that almost every family in our church has different 
standards in their home for what constitutes appropriate behavior. 
Some families are stricter than others when it comes to language; 
families have different standards of what constitutes modesty. 
There are differences in the kinds of movies and music that are 
appropriate. It can be tricky for me to enforce rules at church that 
aren’t enforced at home. It’s time we all got on the same page. 
However, I’ve been in ministry long enough to know not to try to 
tell all of you how to raise your children. But, I will tell you that if 
you are unwilling to listen to the wisdom of God on the topic, you 
are on shaky ground, and God’s word is not silent. With the goal 
of training our children towards godliness, as opposed to trying to 
help our children fit in to a world that is controlled by sin and 
death, the best advice that I can offer is to look to the wisdom 
from God as it relates to disciplining your children. When you 
view parenting biblically and look to God’s word to guide your 
decisions, it will most certainly help us all to get on the same page. 

Living Beyond Tomorrow       
Ronnie Stribble 

 

The Bible says in Isaiah 57:15 "For thus says the One who is high 
and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in 
the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and 
lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite." This is one of the most tremendous claims God 
ever made. It simply means that God, who is so big, high, and holy 
that it takes all eternity to hold Him, is prepared to come and set 
up residence in the life of the simplest person who will trust His 
son, Jesus Christ, as their Savior. To be a Christian is not to simply 
get out of hell and into heaven, but to get God into your life. With 
God, who is eternally living within us, we cease to live in light of 
tomorrow and live in light of eternity. That is why the apostle Paul 
challenges us to fight the good fight and take hold of the eternal 
life (1 Timothy 6:11-12). God wants us to live in light of eternity. 
Some of the greatest accomplishments in life are made by those 
who live with a hope of a future life and with a view of eternity. 
What we believe about the future determines what we do down 
here. William and Catherine Booth lived in the slums of London in 
order to reach the poor and outcast. So the Salvation Army was 
born and still exists today. Do you want to make a difference? 
Then set your heart on eternity and know the joy of LIVING BE-
YOND TOMORROW. 

As a result of how I have treated my children as their father, I want my 
children to have as accurate a picture as possible of what God is like. As 
of late, this conviction has lodged itself into my chest, impressing upon 
me the weight of being a dad. 
 

Throughout the Bible, God draws parallels between earthly fathers and 
God the Father. The implication is that good fatherhood should some-
how reflect to children what God the Father is like. Let me draw out 
three implications of this: 
 

1. I must know God accurately. I do not want to reflect what I 
think God is like – I want to reflect Him as He actually is. I 
know God is both just and merciful. I know that He disciplines 
us and that He is gracious with us. I know that He is patient 
with us, but I also know He speaks truth to us. Each one of 
these presents a fine line to walk, a balancing act of sorts – lean 
too far to one side, and you are no longer presenting an accurate 
picture of God. And these only scratch the surface of all of who 
God is. So I must immerse myself in the Scriptures and come to 
know God more deeply and intimately; otherwise I will be re-
flecting to my children a skewed view of God. 

2. In any given situation, I must act in a way that best ap-
proximates God’s character. My first reaction when interact-
ing with my children is often fleshly. Their disrespect annoys 
me, so I correct it. I don’t feel like reading to them, so I don’t. It 
sounds fun to me to wrestle, so I wrestle. I don’t want to be 
standing in the hot garage while they meander out of the truck, 
so I threaten to punish them if they don’t hurry. But I need God 
to transform my mindset. Instead, I should be thinking of how 
God shepherds and fathers me. God doesn’t force me to be-
come a perfect saint overnight, heaping burdens on me if I 
don’t. Yet He gently and persistently corrects and disciplines me 
for my good. God laid aside His glory and humbled Himself, 
showing His selfless love – so must I. God is patient with us . . . 
the list could go on. I cannot act based on my flesh – or even 
what I learned from my parents – I must act based on what I 
have learned from my heavenly Father. 

3. I am not up to the task. Though God has graciously given me 
a new heart and filled me with His Spirit, I still battle against the 
remnants of the old man lurking within me. Until Christ returns, 
this struggle will continue. And so the task is beyond me – I 
simply cannot accurately reflect God to my children. I fail daily, 
often hourly. Though this doesn’t cause me to cease trying – 
after all, I am a new man filled with His Spirit – it does humble 
me and cause me to cling to Him in prayer. I entrust to God my 
best efforts, fallen as they may be, and ask Him to make beauty 
from my mess. 

Reflecting God to My Kids 

James Seward 

First Baptist church is honored to host the 
 

Trellis & the Vine Conference 
 

Register now by visiting 
www.trellisandvine.org 

FBC Members receive a $75 savings by using 
discount code TATVEVE2. 

 

Our pastors would like to encourage you to take this special  
opportunity to attend this conference, which is coming to the 
United States for the second time. Attend and learn how the  

priesthood of the believer should inform what we do as a church. 
 

Conference dates are Friday, November 2nd (5:00-9:30 PM)  
and Saturday, November 3rd (9:00-3:30 PM). 
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Return Service Requested 

"Be  
 

 "How many church conflicts could be resolved if God's glory was  
everybody's goal? How many egos would be put in their place if 

God's glory - not human glory- was at stake?" 
 

-Chuck Swindoll 

Library Hours: 

 

Available in Our Library:  
Adopted for Life (Russell Moore) 

 
Are you part of the growing contingency in our church who has adopted or is thinking of adopting? Do 
you know someone who has adopted? Then this book is a must-read. It takes the paradigm of God adopt-
ing us as His children and shows how this reality should inform how we think about adoption. Not only 
does it instill a biblical framework for approaching adoption, it is a compelling apologetic for why Chris-
tians should adopt. 
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Sundays 
9:00-9:45 AM & 10:30-11:15 AM 

 

Wednesdays 
9:00-12:00 PM & 5:30-6:00 PM 
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