
Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes (postponed) 
   10:00 am Worship Service-Online 
    5:00 pm Worship Service-Online 

Worship Schedule: 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Classes are 
being conducted online only:  Please go 

to www.fcoc.com for further details. 

Records You Made – Aug 2nd 
Bible Classes                                     n/a 
10 am Worship                  online 
  5 pm Worship                                           online 
Offering                                    $5,642.63 
Wednesday Bible Study                           online 

Our Mission Works 
Graham & Elizabeth McDonald 

- Scotland 
Raintree Village 
 Children’s Home 

Georgia School of Preaching-
South Metro Campus 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Communion Preparation 
August - Individual Sets 

September—Individual Sets 
Nursery 

(closed for now) 
 

Care of Building  
1-15 

16-30 
 

Media Center Helpers 
Online 
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WATCH! 
The Fountain of Life 

With Larry Acuff 
Saturdays at 7 am on channel 57 

 

Dennis Graham 
Eric Hagin 

David Hopkins 
Hugh Kelly 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

 
 

Deacons 

Ministers: 
Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

 
Office Administrator: 

Susie Graham 
celiagraham@bellsouth.net 

 
 Office Hours 

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10am-3pm 
870 Redwine Road 

Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 
 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

www.Facebook.com/Fayettevillecoc 
 

of Solomon’s Song somewhat embarrassing; they 
seem too intimate, too personal for public discus-
sion.  Remember, however, that God’s word is our 
“instruction manual” for life, and that He is the au-
thor and architect of both love and desire.  His word 
begins with man and woman in the garden, made 
for one another.  When God made for Adam “an 
help meet for him” (Genesis 2:18), He made much 
more than a mere physical counterpart to 
Adam’s masculinity. 

Our world cheers for indiscriminate fornication 
and sexual perversion, hails unfaithfulness and 
divorce as “normal” components of marriage, and 
mocks the idea of lifetime commitment as 
“unrealistic.”  The Song of Songs draws our atten-
tion to devotion as the path of true fulfillment, to 
the real formula for “heaven on earth.”  Without 
ever addressing it directly, Solomon shows the 
emptiness of infidelity.  His poetic imagery and ide-
alized images of harmonious nature glorify the 
One Who made both nature and the emotions and 
desires that inspire such perspectives. 

The Song of Songs portrays the beauty and 
splendor of genuine love between a man and a 
woman, and contrasts it with the one-dimensional 
character of simple sexual desire.  It demonstrates 
that the passions and emotions God created (to be 
expressed in marriage) are good when they are 
exercised as He designed them to be, and that as-
ceticism has no inherent “virtue.”  It also provides 
a practical guard against perversions of the natural 
desires God created, and greatly lessens the sen-
sual temptations and allurements of that day (and 
ours) in the celebration of sexual joy God intends 
for marriage (note Proverbs 5:15-18, cf. 30:19, as 
well as 1 Corinthians 7:3-5 and Hebrews 13:14). 

The Song of Solomon talks about sex. 

More specifically, it describes the beauty of sex-
ual fulfillment in the relationship for which God cre-
ated it, marriage.  There is no other situation or rela-
tionship in which He permits us to experience the 
tenderness and delight of such a physical relation-
ship.  The Song of Solomon shows us that, in its 
proper place, there is nothing wrong, ugly, or “dirty” 
about the fulfillment of sexual desire; God created 
this appetite too, and prescribes marriage as the 
venue in it is to be properly and pleasantly satisfied.  
There is more to the Song of Solomon than sex, 
however; these verses speak of the emotional and 
intellectual relationship meant to form the foundation 
and framework of a physical union.  Solomon’s Song 
speaks to us of love as God intends us to experi-
ence it.  His explicit words and sensuous tone show 
us that God means the love between a husband and 
wife to be passionate as well as pure, to satisfy the 
eagerness and hungry excitement of youth, embody-
ing the romance and radiance of single-minded de-
votion, and laying the foundation for the warmth and 
companionship of maturity.  These words portray a 
husband’s chaste intoxication with his own wife, and 
her security in being the only object of his desire. 

The “story” presented is dramatic:  The beau-
tiful daughter of a widow falls in love with a young 
man who visits her daily as she tends her family’s 
sheep.  Her brothers disapprove, sending her to work 
in the family vineyard where Solomon sees her, and 
adds her to his harem.  Though well-treated in the 
palace, the maiden pines for her shepherd, and the 
king – unable to win her affection with position or 
wealth – releases her to return home.  These verses 
seem to be Solomon’s record of some of their 
thoughts and conversations. 

Perhaps it is natural to find the words and theme 

Basic Facts from…The Song of Solomon 
by Dave Rogers 

 

In SEARCH  
of the Lord’s Way  
with Phil Sanders 

WUPA TV 69, Sunday at 7:30am 
 

Elders 
Tom Durden              (770) 652-7389 
Jim Garner  (770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash  (404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey  (770) 629-2061 

 
 
 
 

POLISHING THE PULPIT 
August 14-20, 2020 

PTP 2020 is not canceled; 
it is simply moving online, to PTP365.  

 
We plan to add more than 250 men's, women's, teens', and children's sessions to 

PTP365 and release them during PTP (August 14-20).  Churches across the country can 
host PTP gospel meetings with one or two keynotes a night, families/individuals can 
watch sessions at home, or homeschoolers can access content during the day. 



WELCOME, VISITORS! 
We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today.  Please stay for a few minutes after worship so 
we can get acquainted with you, and you with us.  Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the 
back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate.  We have an attended nursery and a train-
ing/cry room available. 

Today’s sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com  ̶  click on “live broadcast.” 

Fa m i l y  M a t t e r s  

Deepest Sympathy: To the family of Forrest & Burma Chap-
man for the loss of their sister-in-law, Nancy Chapman who 
passed away a few weeks ago in Dallas, TX.  Please keep the 
Chapman family in your prayers. 
Also to the family of Linda Smith (a former member here) – 
Linda died Wednesday morning in Tennessee. 
 
Prayer Request: Jasmine Robinson asked for prayers for 
strength and encouragement. 
 
Our Sick: 
Ray Cozart – Will start a new chemo treatment next week. 
Equillar Butler – Is in the hospital with a hurt knee.  She would 
love to hear from you.  Send a card today.  Her address is 7114 
Riverhill Drive, Riverdale, Ga  30274. 
Lewis Armstrong – Had a heart procedure last week, and is 
doing better now (at home). 
Jim O’Brien – Will have a colonoscopy this week. 
Jennifer Hayes – (wife of Bobby, friend of Chas. Nash) Is in 
Vanderbilt Hosp. with pneumonia AND covid-19. 
Forrest Chapman – Continues to recover at home from a re-
cent surgery. 
Doris Buckner – Is home with shingles.  Send cards of encour-
agement. 
Kathy Gulledge – David’s mother is continuing chemo treat-
ments for her cancer.  Her address is 10,822 Mabelvale West 
Road, Mabelvale, AR  72103. 
Bob Neff – (Amy’s dad) is now at home and is improving.   
Debbie Decker – Will start chemo treatments this week. Cards 
can be sent to her at 619 6th Street Ext, Milner, GA  30257. 
 
Members With Health Issues: 
Kirsten Mullis, Jim & Sharon O’Brien, Hugh Kelly, Denise 
Greene, Linda Howell, Jim & Allene Scoma, Wayne & Betty Jo 
Nash, Lewis & Linda Armstrong, Lucille Amon, RuPearl Sharpe, 
Larry & Margie Fields, Harry & Mattie Williams, Paul & Decieta 
Lyons, Ray & Tina Russell, David & Sue Riley, Sally Wallace, 
Mary Lawrence,  Joann Crook, Forest & Burma Chapman, Den-

nis & Marlene Etheridge 
Shut-ins: 
Kathleen Garner, Alyce Hubbert, Joanne Crook, Joe Clark, 
David Nash, Bernice Gillespie, Una Fortson, Equillar Butler, 
Frances Elder, Ruby Fowler and Jane Lankford 
 
Our Missionaries and their families: 
Graham & Beth McDonald, Victor & Esperanza González 
Geronimo, Forest & Burma Chapman & Scott & Rebecca 
Shanahan. 
 
Others With Health Problems: 
Sherry Etheridge (Dennis/Marlene’s daughter(, Angela Hollis 
(Equillar’s daugher), Glenda Moore (Una Fortson’s friend), Brax-
ton Fortson (Una’s nephew), Linda Hall (Charity Nash’s mother), 
Lisa (Cathy Harris’ friend), Whitnee Ricigliano (Lyon’s friend), 
Doris Johnson (Wayne & David Nash’s sister), Johnnie Ray, 
Maggie Mills (preacher’s wife at Eatonton, GA), Mindy Sims, Alvin 
Elder (Decieta Lyons’ brother), Mia Marques (Chrystine Fields’ 
mother), Eddie Smith, Michael Williams (Steven’s brother), 
Treston Hamilton (former member), Kelly Stoneheart (Etheridge’s 
daughter), Phil Shaw (Catherine Kelly’s cousin), Ruby June Cotter 
(Andrew Dalman’s 6 month old cousin), Irving & Cornelia Rose 
(Larry’s parents), Richard Oliver (Brenda Mitchell’s stepfather), 
Lyn Launch & Aden Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien family), Zane 
Canty (3 yrs. old), Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Mary 
Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s 
sister), Lil Cauthen (Poskevich family) and Joe & Judy Hand 
(Scoma family). 
 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 

Traditions – Good Or Bad? 
by Dennis Gulledge 

Recently I had the opportunity of treating this 
subject from the pulpit and wanted to stress the fact 
that just because something is or is called a tradition 
does not make that thing wrong.  The point being 
that we are strongly controlled by traditions in our 
ways of doing things.  We need to understand that 
such things are fine in themselves. 

Aside from there being bad traditions (Matt. 
15:3; Col. 2:8), and good traditions (1 Cor. 11:2; 2 
Thess. 2:15; 3:6), there are also neutral traditions.  
We are strongly controlled by traditions that are not 
wrong. Into this area we place expedients.  There 
are expedient ways of doing what God has 
commanded.  A command of God may be done in an 
expedient way and on a regular basis.  In such cases 
a tradition is formed.  Examples might be the hours 
at which we meet for Bible classes and worship, the 
order of worship service, the manner in which the 
Lord’s Supper is served and contribution taken, and 
whether we sing the older more familiar hymns or the 
newer less familiar (at least to those of us who are 
older) songs.  Whether or not we like the newer 
songs we should keep in mind that all music was 
once new music – even Fanny J. Crosby’s hymns. 

Every congregation has its own particular order 
of service.  Congregations may differ slightly in the 
order of worship service that they follow, but as long 
as all of the avenues of New Testament worship 
(singing, prayer, preaching, the Lord’s Supper and 

giving) are present then God’s will is being done.  
These things may be carried out in expedient ways.  
An expedient action is a tradition and not a law, and 
as such it is subject to change even though it will dis-
turb some people.  God’s revealed truth is not sub-
ject to change.  An expedient action should never be 
transformed into a law. 

It is a matter of great concern when a long held 
practice that is dictated by God’s command is ridi-
culed by some who call it a mere “tradition.”  For 
example, after I had preached a sermon on why 
churches of Christ do not use mechanical instru-
ments of music in worship, a sister said to me, “The 
Bible does not say that instrumental music in the 
worship is wrong.  It is only Church of Christ tradition 
that says so.”  The sister was correct in that the New 
Testament nowhere prohibits such mechanical 
intrusion into our worship of God, but neither does it 
allow such by express statement, approved example 
or necessary inference.  Any person holding her view 
will fail to see how a thing may be wrong even if 
there is no express prohibition of it in the New 
Testament.  Again, her view fails to recognize the 
law of exclusion in Biblical hermeneutics.  That is, 
where the Bible includes a thing in keeping with 
God’s revealed will it also excludes anything that 
would interject a different “kind” into the action under 
consideration.  The command to sing can only permit 
a cappella music – not mechanical (Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16).  Song books allow you to do what God 
commands.  Mechanical instruments bring in another 
“kind” of music than that which God allows. 

Welcome Our New Brother in Christ! 

Antonio Johnson 
91 Championship Court 
Fayetteville, GA  30215 

229 326-8421 
We are rejoicing with Jasmine Robinson and An-
tonio.  Jasmine’s nephew, Antonio was baptized 
into Christ last week by Greg Nash.   Let Antonio 
know how happy we are for his decision! 

   

 

Dear Christ Family, 

  Thank you all so very 
much for the encouraging 
calls, cards & love shown  to 
me during my recovery!  I am 
so blessed to have such a lov-
ing family!  

                                        
 In Christ, Denise Greene 


