
Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes (postponed) 
   10:00 am Worship Service 
    5:00 pm Worship Service 

Worship Schedule: 
Wednesday Evening Bible Classes are 

being conducted online only:  Please go 
to www.fcoc.com for further details. 

Records You Made – Aug 16th 
Bible Classes                                     n/a 
10 am Worship             74 & 57 Units Online 
  5 pm Worship                       41 & Online 
Offering                                    $8,902.00 
Wednesday Bible Study                           online 

Our Mission Works 
Graham & Elizabeth McDonald 

- Scotland 
Raintree Village 
 Children’s Home 

Georgia School of Preaching-
South Metro Campus 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Communion Preparation 
August - Individual Sets 

September—Individual Sets 
Nursery 

(closed for now) 
Care of Building  

16-31 Rick Sharpe/Ray Russell 
1/15 Hugh Kelly/Anthony Stinson 

16-30 Andy Johnson/Dusty Heaton 
Media Center Helpers 

Online 
Wednesday Evening  Devotional 

August 
26 Eric Hagin 
September 

 2 David Riley 
9 Keith Killingsworth 
16 Anthony Ravenell 

23 Rick Sharpe 
30 Reggie Graham 
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WATCH! 
The Fountain of Life 

With Larry Acuff 
Saturdays at 7 am  

on channel 57 

 

Dennis Graham 
Eric Hagin 

David Hopkins 
Hugh Kelly 

Andy Johnson 

Stan Mitchell 
David Poskevich 

Anthony Ravenell 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Deacons 

Ministers: 
Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 

 David Gulledge 
(731) 227-9001 (cell) 

david.gulledge@fcoc.com 
 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

 Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10am-3pm 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

 
770 461-3617  

  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

www.Facebook.com/Fayettevillecoc 
 

of Isaiah 7:14, both Matthew and Luke use the 
Greek word parthenos (specifically meaning a 
“virgin, maiden, one who has not had sexual in-
tercourse”) to describe Mary.  We should enter-
tain no doubts about the moral purity of the 
young woman who gave birth to the Son of God. 

Isaiah chapter 9 brings more information 
about the Savior to come, describing Him and 
His kingdom in very specific words.  Further-
more, we learn much from the words that intro-
duce the subject in verses 1-2, about the char-
acter of that kingdom (i.e. the church).  Isaiah 
reveals that the Lord’s kingdom will incorporate 
not only the faithful in national Israel, but also 
people from “outside,” from “beyond” Jordan.  
He also shows that the coming of the Messiah’s 
kingdom heralds the rescue of people who have 
been lost in the darkness of sin (vs. 2); that it is 
to be an eternal kingdom (vs. 7); and that God 
Himself determined the certainty that these 
things would come to pass (“The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will perform this”). 

In an interesting corroboration of the Divine 
text, the Jewish historian Josephus records that 
the high priest Onias IV appealed to Isaiah 19:18-
19 as his authority to ask the Egyptian ruler 
Ptolemy for permission to construct a temple for 
the Lord in Egypt “like that in Jerusalem,” along 
with a pillar (this, during the inter-testamental pe-
riod — The Writings of Flavius Josephus; Antiqui-
ties of the Jews, Book XII, Chapter 9, section 7).  
This fact simply emphasizes the point that biblical 
prophecies were not simply guesses about the 
future, but Divinely-informed declarations of what 
was certain to occur. 

(More to come) 

In the sixth chapter of Isaiah we read of 
Isaiah’s “call” to serve the Lord as a prophet.  
Here we see a record of the vision Isaiah saw, 
which corresponded in its details to the items con-
tained in the Most Holy place in the temple.  
Isaiah’s response to what he saw is, in many 
ways, the most important part of his experience 
here, in verse 5; 

“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; be-
cause I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” 

In this vision, it was only after Isaiah had 
“seen” God that he was able to “see” his own spiri-
tual condition clearly!  Once he was purified (vv. 6-
7), his response to the Lord’s appeal for a messen-
ger to His people is immediate, almost desperate; 

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then 
said I, Here am I; send me.” 

How greatly we would profit, if only we chose 
to have zeal and desire like that of Isaiah, in our 
own service to the Lord! 

Isaiah chapter 7 brings us to one of the great-
est and most familiar Messianic prophecies in all 
the old testament:  The Lord’s promise of the vir-
gin birth of Jesus (vs. 14).  We know that Isaiah’s 
words were meant to be more than just a sign for 
king Ahaz because Matthew specifically applies 
them to the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1:22-23.  
Many scholars assert that the word for “virgin” in 
this context should be translated simply as “young 
woman” (which does not necessarily imply any-
thing miraculous), but their assertion fails to con-
sider Luke’s inspired words, recording Mary’s own 
testimony to the angel Gabriel concerning her pu-
rity (Luke 1:31-34).  Like the Septuagint translation 

Basic Facts from … Isaiah, Part 2 
by Dave Rogers 

 

In SEARCH  
of the Lord’s Way  
with Phil Sanders 

WUPA TV 69, 
 Sunday at 7:30am 

Elders 
Tom Durden (770) 652-7389 
Jim Garner  (770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash  (404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey  (770) 629-2061 

POLISHING THE PULPIT 2020 
August 14-20, 2020 

http://365.polishingthepulpit.com/  
(free for our members!) 



WELCOME, VISITORS! 
We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today.  Please stay for a few minutes after worship so 
we can get acquainted with you, and you with us.  Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the 
back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate.  We have an attended nursery and a train-
ing/cry room available. 

Today’s sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com  ̶  click on “live broadcast.” 

Family  Matters  
 

Our Sick: 
Bill Benton – Is in Spalding Hospital with an infection.  He will be 
moved to Rehab soon. 
Ed Hinely – (Son-in-law of David Nash) had a heart catheteriza-
tion on Thursday, due to blockages in his heart. 
Equillar Butler – Is recovering at home.  Send a card today!  Her 
address is 7114 Riverhill Drive, Riverdale, Ga  30274. 
Jean Johnson – Is recovering at home after a few days in the 
hospital. 
Ray Cozart – Started a new chemo treatment last week. 
Forrest Chapman – Continues to recover at home after a recent 
surgery. 
Doris Buckner – Is home with shingles.  Send cards of encour-
agement. 
Bob Neff – (Amy’s dad) is now at home and is improving.   
Karen & Ed Byrd (friends of Una Fortson) – Both have Covid; he 
is improving, but she is currently on a ventilator. 
Debbie Decker – Begins chemo treatments this week. 
Kathy Gulledge – Is continuing chemo treatments in Arkansas. 
 

Members With Health Issues: 
Kirsten Mullis, Jim & Sharon O’Brien, Denise Greene, Linda How-
ell, Jim & Allene Scoma, Wayne & Betty Jo Nash, Lewis & Linda 
Armstrong, Lucille Amon, RuPearl Sharpe, Larry & Margie Fields, 
Harry & Mattie Williams, Paul & Decieta Lyons, Ray & Tina Rus-

sell, David & Sue Riley, Sally Wallace, Mary Lawrence,  Joann 
Crook, Forest & Burma Chapman, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge 
Shut-ins: 
Kathleen Garner, Alyce Hubbert, Joanne Crook, Joe Clark, 
David Nash, Bernice Gillespie, Una Fortson, Equillar Butler, 
Frances Elder, Ruby Fowler and Jane Lankford 
Our Missionaries and their families: 
Graham & Beth McDonald, Victor & Esperanza González Geronimo, 
Forest & Burma Chapman & Scott & Rebecca Shanahan. 

Others With Health Problems: 
Debbie Decker, Kathy Gulledge (David’s mother), Karen & Ed 
Byrd (friends of Una Fortson), Jennifer Hayes (friend of Chas. 
Nash), Sherry Etheridge & Kelly Stoneheart (Dennis/Marlene’s 
daughters), Angela Hollis (Equillar’s daugher), Glenda Moore 
(Una Fortson’s friend), Braxton Fortson (Una’s nephew), Linda 
Hall (Charity Nash’s mother), Lisa (Cathy Harris’ friend), Whitnee 
Ricigliano (Lyon’s friend), Doris Johnson (Wayne & David Nash’s 
sister), Johnnie Ray, Maggie Mills (preacher’s wife at Eatonton, 
GA), Mindy Sims, Alvin Elder (Decieta Lyons’ brother), Mia 
Marques (Chrystine Fields’ mother), Eddie Smith, Michael Wil-
liams (Steven’s brother), Treston Hamilton (former member), Phil 
Shaw (Catherine Kelly’s cousin), Ruby June Cotter (Andrew Dal-
man’s 6 month old cousin), Irving & Cornelia Rose (Larry’s par-
ents), Richard Oliver (Brenda Mitchell’s stepfather), Lyn Launch & 
Aden Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien family), Zane Canty (3 yrs. 
old), Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Mary Mackie (Linda 
Johnson’s mother), Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s sister), Lil Cau-
then (Poskevich family) and Joe & Judy Hand (Scoma family). 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 

MAINTAINING OUR SPIRITUAL FIRE 
by Kevin Cauley 

 
 This past week I saw a video on the 
news of a man stepping outside with a boiling 
pot of water, tossing the water into the air and 
its instantaneously changing into snow. He 
was near the top of Mount Washington in 
New Hampshire and it was thirty-five degrees 
below zero. My first reaction was, “Hey, that’s 

kind of cool.” Then I thought, “Wow, that’s 

really cold.” And finally, “That guy’s crazy 
going outside in that kind of weather.” 
Consider that water boils at 212 degrees 
Fahrenheit; water freezes at 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit. That’s so cold that the water 
cooled down 180+ degrees in less than a sec-
ond. The water froze because of a failure to 
maintain the fire. What can we do to maintain 
our spiritual fire? 
 Lesson #1: Much energy was needed to 
warm the water; but very little was needed to 
cool it. In order to boil water one must have a 
significant energy source. It takes 398 BTUs 
to change frozen water to boiling water. En-
ergy is required! To the contrary, however, to 
cool water down takes practically no energy 
at all. A flick of the wrist and the boiling wa-
ter was frozen. This reminds me of Paul’s 
words to the church in Ephesus to endeavor to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace (Ephesians 4:3). Paul also said to the 
Galatians (5:6) that what avails is faith work-
ing (the Greek word ENERGEO – energy!) 
through love. Even spiritually speaking, 
energy/effort/work is required in order to stay 
warm; but what is required to freeze? Just do 
nothing. Work, that is, the input of energy, is 
important to maintaining our spiritual fire. 
 Lesson #2: Together the water was 
warm; separated, it became cold. Those tril-
lions of water molecules in that boiling pot 
stayed warm so long as they were in close 

proximity to each other; they kept warm off 
each other’s heat. However, once they dis-
persed they quickly cooled not having the 
company of their “brethren” to keep them 

warm. Ecclesiastes 4:11 says, “Again, if two 
lie together, then they have heat: but how can 
one be warm alone?” The story is told of the 
preacher who visits the un-attending member 
and, without a word, while sitting in front of 
the fireplace, merely pulls a coal out of the 
fire to watch it slowly die. 
 Yet, putting it back in, the coal warms to a 
soft red glow again. We need to exhort one 
another daily and not forsake our assembling 
together! (Hebrews 3:13, 10:25) Togetherness 
is important to maintaining our spiritual fire. 
 Lesson #3: Someone “stirred” the pot. 

That water didn’t become snow without 
someone agitating the pot! If the pot had been 
left on the fire it would have stayed warm, but 
it was moved, stirred, agitated. This resulted 
in the decrease of heat and the increase of 
cold. Agitation in the church often has the 
same results. Paul told the church at Philippi, 
“Do all things without murmurings and dis-
putings” (Philippians 2:14). He said in 
Colossians 3:13 “Forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man has a quar-
rel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye.” Instead of murmuring and 
quarrelling we need to practice forgiveness to 
keep ourselves warm and lively. Forgiveness 
is important to maintaining our spiritual fire. 
We all know what it means when a body has 
“assumed room temperature.” Warmth equals 
life. Cold equals death. Let us do all to avoid 
assuming room temperature and do 
everything in our power to maintain our 
spiritual fire! 

Going Away Party for 

 David and Crystin Gulledge 

Sunday, August 30, after the evening worship 

 in the Fellowship hall. 

Please bring snack/finger foods to share. 


