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POLISHING THE PULPIT
August 14-20, 2020

PTP 2020 is not canceled;
it is simply moving online, to PTP365.

We plan to add more than 250 men's, women's, teens', and children's sessions to
PTP365 and release them during PTP (August 14-20). Churches across the country can
host PTP gospel meetings with one or two keynotes a night, families/individuals can
watch sessions at home, or homeschoolers can access content during the day.
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August 2nd, 2020

Communion Preparation
August - Individual Sets
September—Individual Sets
Nursery
(closed for now)

Ministers:

Dave Rogers
361-649-6638
dave.rogers@fcoc.com
David Gulledge
(731) 227-9001 (cell)
david.gulledge@fcoc.com

In SEARCH
of the Lord’s Way
with Phil Sanders
WUPA TV 69, Sunday at 7:30am

Care of BU|Id|ng Office Administrator:
1-15 Susie Graham
16-30 celiagraham@bellsouth.net

Office Hours

Media Center Helpers Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10am-3pm

870 Redwine Road

Online Fayetteville, Georgia 30215

Elders

Tom Durden (770) 652-7389

770 461-3617

Wednesday Evening Devotional 770-461-8231 (fax) Jim Garner (770) 461-3197
Online Email: mail@fcoc.com Greg Nash (404) 455-1546
Jim Pelfrey (770) 629-2061

Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com

www.Facebook.com/Fayettevillecoc

Our Mission Works Deacons
‘ Dennis Graham Andy Johnson Rick Sharpe
bt < Blaslozin lEbemEl Georgia School of Preaching- Eric Hagin Stan Mitchell Jack Sorrell
- Scotland South Metro CFampus David Hopkins David Poskevich
Raintree Village Children’s http://gsoponline.org/ Hugh Kelly ~ Anthony Ravenell
H gsop-fayetteville-campus
e Rick Sharpe, Campus Director Records You Made — July 26
Bible Classes n/a
Assembly Schedule: Worship Schedule: 10 am Worship ol
Sunday . .
9:00 _am Bible Clagses (ppstpongd) Wednesday Evening Bible Classes are 5 pr.n WOI’ShIp online
10:00 am Worship Service-Online  poing conducted online only: Please go Offering _ $5,846._00
5:00 pm Worship Service-Online to www.fcoc.com for further details. | | \Wednesday Bible Study online

THE BOOK WITHOUT GOD

Garrett McGilvray

With a title such as that, you probably will be surprised to
find that the book to which this article refers is in fact one of
the books of the Bible. The Book of Esther has the curious dis-
tinction of being the only book in the Bible never to mention
God, faith, obedience, or the like. In fact, there is no mention of

religion at all, except for the possible exception of Esther’s re-

quest that all the Jews fast for three days on her behalf. Trusting
in the inspiration of all Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16), we then wonder
to what ﬁurpose the Divine Author saw fit to include such a
book in the Holy Canon.

Perhaps if the reader can remember back to his lessons in
elementary school, a helpful analogy can be "made. A frequent
element appearing early in the learning of mathematics is the
word problem. For example, Bill wanted to sell his 100 apples
for 7¢ each, and it probably required him to take a train heading
280 miles west at 45 mph (for some reason). During the lesson,
the teacher would demonstrate the solution. Later during the
quiz, the student would find some other problem, such as Sarah
who has made 6 chocolate pies for the county fair that she
wants to sell for $4 each, and she must ride her bike 4 miles

southwest at 15 mph to get to the fair. Unlike Bill's problem in

the lesson, Sarah’s problem in the quiz does not come with the
answer. Although the details in the second problem are differ-
ent, the student must apply what he learned in the first to solve
the second.

Instead of talking about Bill and Sarah, let us now move on to
Joseph and Esther. The story of Joseph (Gen. 37-50) is one of

the Bible’s greatest lessons on Divine Providence. Anticipating
an upcoming famine of enormous proportions, God needed
some way to preserve Israel’'s growing family from starvation

before it had a chance to become a nation. Meanwhile Israel’s
ten oldest sons became exceedingly jealous of their younger
brother Jospeh, and they decided to sell him into slavery.
Through no fault of his own, Joseph then had to endure several
great Injustices, including betrayal, slavery, a false accusation
of rape, and two years in prison. At the time when Joseph be-
came a slave in the house of a prominent Egyptian, we read,

“The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful
man....And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that

the Lord made all he did to prosper in his hand. So Joseph
found favor in his sight” (Gen. 39:2-4). Later when Joseph

was thrown into prison, we again read, “But the Lord was with
Joseph and showed him mercy, and he gave him favor in the
sight of the keeper of the prison” (Gen. 39:21). In time,

Joseph came to be second in command over all of Egypt and
was therefore in a position to provide grain for his family
during the famine. He was later able to tell his brothers, “Do not
therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life” (Gen.
45:5). Another time he told them, “As for you, you meant evil
against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about
as it is this day, to save man?/ people alive” (Gen. 50:20).
Though God is not to be faulted for all the injustices that
happened to Joseph, he was able to use those circumstances to
bring about much good.

If Joseph is the lesson, Esther is the quiz. Like in the
two word problems, the details have changed: instead of a
famine, the Jews in the days of the Persians were facing a
decree that every Jew throughout the empire should be killed.
As the king of Persia began his search for a new queen, the
young Jewess Esther was selected to be presented for consid-
eration. First she was put in custody of Hegai, one of the

King's officials in charge of the women. There we read that
Esther, “pleased him, and she obtained his favor” (Esth.
2:9). In fact, “Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who

saw her” (v. 15). As it turned out, “The king loved Esther
more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and
favor in his sight” (v. 17). Later when Esther the Queen
needed to approach her husband with a request, by which she
risked death, we read, “She found favor in his sight,” (5:2)
so that she was then able to plead the case of her people to
save them from the edict.

Each time we have read that Esther “found favor” as

with Joseph, but this time, the text never says why. Instead,
the Bible student must remember the lesson of Joseph to
better understand the quiz of Esther. From that lesson, the

Bible student then realizes that when Esther “found favor,”

there goes along unstated, “And the Lord was with Esther.”
Though never mentioned, the reader who has learned the
lesson of Joseph can also find God’'s work throughout the

Book of Esther: that Mordecai (Esther’s older cousin) just
happened to overhear of a plot to assassinate the king; that
later during the same night the wicked Haman built a
gallows for Mordecai, the king just happened to not be able
to sleep, so he just happened to have the records read to him,

and it just happened that the record of Mordecai’s good deed

was selected, so that it just happened that when Haman came
to the kinP intending to execute Mordecai, the king was in
mind to glorify him; and that it just happened that the book
ends with Mordecai as second in command of Persia (like
Joseph). Having learned the lesson of Joseph, we see that
God is the real hero of the Book of Esther.

The quiz of Esther is more like our daily lives than the
lesson of Joseph. If, for example, a brother in Christ loses his

job, there is no divine narration to say, “But the Lord is with
him.” Yet when he obtains favor with a new job, we should
have learned to look to God as he who bestowed the favor.
Mordecai approaches the subject of providence in a way that
serves as a model for us. To Esther, he said, “Relief and de-
liverance will arise for the Jews...yet who knows whether
you have come to the kingdom for such a time as

this?” (Esth. 4:14). He had faith in God’s plan and an aware-

ness of God'’s providence, yet he was not so arrogant as to
suppose he knew the unsearchable plans of God.

A book without God? No! God was there every step of
the way. So we learn the lesson: “The Lord your God, he is

the one who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake
you” (Deut. 31:6).




WELCOME, VISITORS!
We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Please stay for a few minutes after worship so
we can get acquainted with you, and you with us. Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the

back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate. We have an attended nursery and a train-

ing/cry room available.
Today’s sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com — click on “live broadcast.”
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