
Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes (postponed) 
   10:00 am Worship Service 
    5:00 pm Worship Service 

Worship Schedule: 
Wednesday Evening Bible Classes are 

being conducted online only:  Please go 
to www.fcoc.com for further details. 

Records You Made – May 10 
Bible Classes                                     n/a 
10 am Worship                98 & online 
  5 pm Worship                               44 & online 
Offering                          10,056.00 
Wednesday Bible Study                           online 

Our Mission Works 
Graham & Elizabeth McDonald - Scotland 

Raintree Village Children’s Home 
Georgia School of Preaching-

South Metro Campus 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Communion Preparation 
May - Individual Sets 
June - Denise Greene  

& Sally Wallace 
July - Shelby &  
Kyndal Garner 

Nursery 
(closed for now) 

 
Care of Building  
1-15 Hugh Kelly/ 
Steve Hopkins 

16-31 Andy Johnson/ 
Bobby Johnson 

Media Center Helpers 
5/3 & 10 Brad Hopkins 

17 & 24 Reggie Graham 
31 & 6/7 Ben Rogers 
Wednesday Evening   

Devotional 
Online  
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WATCH! 
The Fountain of Life 

With Larry Acuff 
Saturdays at 7 am on channel 57 

 

Dennis Graham 
Eric Hagin 

David Hopkins 
Hugh Kelly 

Andy Johnson 

Stan Mitchell 
David Poskevich 

Anthony Ravenell 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Deacons 

Ministers: 
Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

 
Office Administrator: 

Susie Graham 
celiagraham@bellsouth.net 

 Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10am-3pm 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

www.Facebook.com/Fayettevillecoc 
 

Chapter two records that once he “sobered up,” 
the king missed his queen (2:1), but because the de-
crees of Persian kings could not be reversed (1:19, 
cf. Daniel 6:8-15), Ahasuerus could not simply “bring 
her back.”  Thus, his attendants suggested he find a 
new queen.  Esther is introduced in 2:7 as Morde-
cai’s young cousin, who was being reared as his own 
child due to the deaths of her parents.  She was 
taken into the king’s palace along with many other 
beautiful young women, and groomed for a year 
(2:12) as a prospective bride for the king (this year of 
seclusion also assured that none of the young 
women were pregnant with another man’s child).  
Obeying Mordecai’s instruction, Esther kept her Jew-
ish background hidden (2:10).  When her turn to ap-
pear before the king came (2:15-18), he chose her 
as queen and celebrated his choice with a tax rebate 
throughout the provinces!  Verses 19-23 tell how 
Mordecai later learned of a plot against the king’s 
life, and passed that information on to Esther so that 
the king was protected from harm. 

The rest of the book tells how one of the king’s 
counselors, an Amalekite named Haman, plotted to 
exterminate all the Jews in the empire.  Haman’s ha-
tred of the Jews was fueled by Mordecai’s failure to 
bow and “pay homage” before him as the king had 
commanded; this would have been considered idola-
try by the Jews, because the Persians believed their 
king was a divine being and “reverence” signifies 
worship.  Furthermore, the Amalekites were ancient 
enemies of Israel (Exodus 17:8-16, cf. 1 Samuel 15:3
-33), and being ordered to “worship” one of them un-
doubtedly vexed Mordecai.  While he did violate the 
king’s command, he did not sin in doing so. 

(Concludes on P. 2) 

The story of Esther demonstrates God’s provi-
dence in action as He preserves the Messiah’s lineage.  
A remarkable fact is that God is never mentioned in 
this short record, yet His presence is clearly seen in 
every line!  Notice also that while fasting is mentioned, 
prayer is not.  The late brother Frank J. Dunn notes 
that the “key words” that characterize this book are 
providence and protection.  This is the only Biblical 
“picture” of Jews who stayed in Babylon/Persia after 
king Cyrus allowed the exiles to return to Judah, and it 
shows how thoroughly they integrated into the society 
around them. 

The story of how a young Jewish woman became 
queen of Medo-Persia in the days of king Ahasuerus 
(uh-haz-yoo-ee-rus) begins with the foolish demand of 
an arrogant king, the modesty of his queen, and the 
chauvinistic advice of his counselors. 

Ahasuerus ruled of much of the inhabited world; 
he may be the king called Artaxerxes in the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah.  In the course of an extravagant 
celebration for his officials, the king ordered his wife 
Vashti (her Persian name means excellent or beautiful) 
to appear before his princes so that they could admire 
her beauty (1:10-11).  The Targum (an Aramaic trans-
lation of the old testament) seems to suggest that she 
was to appear nude, but most scholars consider this an 
implausible translation, since Esther 1:11 says she was 
to appear “with the royal crown.”  It is more likely that 
she refused to appear unveiled in such a public setting, 
which would have been (in that time and culture) tanta-
mount to appearing entirely unclothed.  Regardless of 
the details, the virtuous queen defied her drunken 
king’s command (1:12, cf. 10).  This led to her being 
deposed on the advice of his “wise men,” lest other 
men’s wives follow her example and defy their hus-
band’s commands (1:15-22). 

 

 Basic Facts from…ESTHER 
by Dave Rogers 

 

 

In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way  
with Phil Sanders 

WUPA TV 69, Sunday at 7:30am 
 

Elders 
Tom Durden              (770) 652-7389 
Jim Garner  (770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash  (404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey  (770) 629-2061 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 
 
June 7-12 – Camp Inagehi Week – Cancelled 
 
July 5 – Teen Sing hosted by Charles & Charity Nash 
July 12 – Sunday Funday hosted by Sally Wallace 
July 12—15 – VBS 
 
Aug 2 – Funday—Water day hosted by Jim & Susan Pel-
frey 
Aug 2 – Teen Sing hosted by David & Crystin Gulledge 
Sept 6 – Teen Sing hosted by Steve & Sandra Hopkins 
Sept 13 – 2nd Sunday Funday hosted by Robert & Eliza-
beth Johnson 



WELCOME, VISITORS! 
We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today.  Please stay for a few minutes after worship so 
we can get acquainted with you, and you with us.  Please complete an Attendance Card, located on the 
back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate.  We have an attended nursery and a train-
ing/cry room available. 

Today’s sermon can be viewed online by going to www.fcoc.com  ̶  click on “live broadcast.” 

Fa m i l y  M a t t e r s  
Sympathy: 
We wish to express our deepest sympathy to Brother 
Stan  Mitchell and his family, in the passing of his 
mother, sister Gloria Mitchell.  Please keep this family in 
your daily prayers. 
 
Our Sick: 
Kathleen Garner - Is recovering from hip surgery last 
week.  
Luann Rogers – Will have hip replacement surgery May 
18th. 
Lewis Armstrong – Will have to return Atlanta next 
week for his heart procedure. 
Barbara Cozart – Will have eye surgery June 9th. 
Jim O’Brien – Is having stomach problems. 
Jill Nash – Will explore options with her cardiologist next 
month for treating her heart condition. 
Wayne Nash – Continues to recover from a broken col-
larbone. 
Joanne Crook – Is having shoulder problems. 
Kim Romano – Susie Graham’s sister will have hernia  
surgery next week. 
Mark Etheridge – Dennis’ brother’s cancer has returned. 
 
Members With Health Issues: 
Linda Howell, Jim & Allene Scoma, Wayne & Betty Jo 
Nash, Lewis & Linda Armstrong, Lucille Amon, Ray 
Cozart, RuPearl Sharpe, Hugh Kelly, Larry & Margie 
Fields, Harry & Mattie Williams, Paul & Decieta Lyons, 
Ray & Tina Russell, David & Sue Riley, Sally Wallace, 
Mary Lawrence, Kathleen Garner, Lucille Amon, Doris 

Buckner, Joann Crook, Forest & Burma Chapman, Dennis 
& Marlene Etheridge, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 
 
Shut-ins: 
Joe Clark, David & Jill Nash, Bernice Gillespie, Una Fort-
son, Equillar Butler, Frances Elder, Ruby Fowler and 
Jane Lankford 
 
Our Missionaries and their families: 
Graham & Beth McDonald, Victor & Esperanza González 
Geronimo, Forest & Burma Chapman & Scott & Rebecca 
Shanahan. 
 
Others With Health Problems: 
Linda Hall (Charity Nash’s mother), Lisa (Cathy Harris’ 
friend), Whitnee Ricigliano (Lyon’s friend), Doris Johnson 
(Wayne & David Nash’s sister), Johnnie Ray, Maggie Mills 
(preacher’s wife at Eatonton, GA), Mindy Sims, Alvin Elder 
(Decieta Lyons’ brother), Mia Marques (Chrystine Fields’ 
mother), Eddie Smith, Michael Williams (Steven’s brother), 
Treston Hamilton (former member), Kelly Stoneheart 
(Etheridge’s daughter), Phil Shaw (Catherine Kelly’s 
cousin), Ruby June Cotter (Andrew Dalman’s 6 month old 
cousin), Irving & Cornelia Rose (Larry’s parents), Richard 
Oliver (Brenda Mitchell’s stepfather), Lyn Launch & Aden 
Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien family), Zane Canty (3 yrs. 
old), Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Mary Mackie 
(Linda Johnson’s mother), Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s sis-
ter), Lil Cauthen (Poskevich family) and Joe & Judy Hand 
(Scoma family). 
 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 

 “Let us stop living like the world around us and 
start living like the God above us.” Sounds good, does it 
not? It has a nice ring to it. It is arranged in a parallel fash-
ion. Many people like it when they hear it. But what does 
it really mean? Can we really stop living like the world 
around us and begin living like the God above us? Some 
will scoff and say, “Of course we cannot stop living like 
the world around us; we must work, eat, sleep...” To that, I 
would say the statement is not trying to take us out of this 
world, but to properly prepare us for a life out of this 
world (c.f. 1 Cor 5:10; 1 John 2:15-17). Others will adjure 
that such should not be attempted because we are wholly 
depraved and that is the reason God sent His Son. To that, 
I would ask for Scriptural evidence, for the Bible com-
mands that we endeavor to be complete and holy (c.f. 2 
Tim 3:16-17; 1 Pet 1:15-16). We really can stop living 
like the world around us and begin living like the God 
above us; however, it requires us first knowing who God 
is. In his manuscript (“The Greatest Sermon on God–Acts 
17”) for the 2003 Memphis School of Preaching Lecture-
ship (God the Father), Barry M. Grider stated: It is hard 
for the human mind to comprehend God. Perhaps this is 
the reason that man has for centuries bowed down to idols 
of gold, silver, stone, and wood. However, there is no 
greater responsibility given to a preacher than making God 
known. Paul said, “Him [God] declare I unto you.” Paul 
could only know and declare of God what was revealed to 
him, and so it is the case for us also. We can only know of 
God what He has revealed to us. He has given us general 
revelation. “For the invisible things of him from the crea-
tion of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and God-
head” (Rom 1:20). God created by His Word (John 1:1-3; 
Ps. 33:6-9), and His creation speaks in such a way that our 
invisible God is made visible through His handiwork. Af-
ter being asked 70 questions, which caused Job to focus 
on the beauty of creation around him and the wisdom of 
the Creator above him, he proclaimed to God, “I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
seeth thee” (Job 42:5). David wrote in an unforgettable 
psalm, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. There is 
no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard” (Psalm 19:1-3). One way that we can truly get to 
know and see our God is through His general revelation, 
creation. He has given us special revelation. “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim 3:16-17). 
The Scriptures are God’s special, or specific, revelation to 
man. They are from His very breath, inspired by His Holy 
Spirit. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet 1:21). Paul spoke with certainty 

that the Gospel he preached was “by the revelation of Je-
sus Christ” (Gal 1:11-12), and the Bible tells us the means 
by which (or Whom) Jesus revealed His Will to His apos-
tles–by the Holy Spirit (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13). It 
amazes me how many people claim to be Spirit-led, yet 
they have never heard what the Spirit said. The only way 
to get to know God in a more specific way, to know Who 
He is and what He desires for us, is through His special 
revelation, the Bible. May we all say like Jeremiah, “O 
LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer 10:23). 
Will you join us in our journey of getting to know God? 
Nearly each Sunday throughout the 2012 year’s end, Lord 
willing, will provide another sermon within a series of 
“Getting to Know God”. Let us stop living like the world 
around us and start living like the God above us! How 
well do you know Him? 

  Fayetteville Church of Christ Family, 
  I would like to first thank all of your for the continued support through this time.  The  
  recovery period has been a roller coaster, but with continued prayers, I will be fine.  Everyone 
  has played a major role during this period no matter how small they’ve helped.  I would like to 
             ask for prayers for recovery.  I do not need anything at this time other than prayers and  
      support.  I am still out of work and will be still undergoing further surgeries and physical therapy.  
        Thank you all for everything.                  Sincerely,  Treston Hamilton 

Esther (from P. 1) 

Because of his hatred for Mordecai, Haman de-
cided to destroy ALL the Jews (3:5-6), and plotted to 
get the king to sign a law required this.  When the law 
was passed, Mordecai sent word to queen Esther 
(4:14) that this might be the very reason God had al-
lowed her to become queen; to save her people (and 
thus, the lineage of Jesus!).  By entering the king’s 
presence unsummoned, Esther risked her life; had 
the king not acknowledged her, the standing order for 
his protection against assassins would have caused 
her immediate execution (4:11, cf. 5:2). 

As the king offers any request she desires, 
Esther invites him to bring Haman to a feast in her 
quarters.  Haman’s good mood at being part of such 
an exclusive party is spoiled by the sight of Mordecai, 
and he plots with his wife and friends to murder Mor-
decai on an enormous gallows (5:9-14).  That night, 
however, the king is reminded that Mordecai had 
saved his life but received no reward.  When he 
asked Haman how to honor “one in whom the king 
delights,” the counselor (thinking the honor is for him) 
prescribed “royal treatment,” a public declaration and 
a parade; imagine his chagrin at being ordered to per-
sonally attend to Mordecai’s reward!  When he re-
turned to a second banquet with the queen (chapter 
7), Haman’s evil plot was exposed and he was 
hanged on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.  
Chapters 8-9 describe how the Jews were spared in 
all 127 provinces by a royal order that allowed them 
to defend themselves against any attack. Their deliv-
erance was celebrated with an annual feast called 
Purim, and the story concludes with Mordecai as “first 
counselor” to the king, and tells of the good that he 
did for his people (10:1-3). 

     33rd Annual Mother’s Day  
    Special Collection 2020 has been extended.  
    Your help is needed. You can do it online or 

    give your donates to Tom Durden  
                             and we will mail it. 


