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Every so often a Christian will notice the display of 
“anointing oils” found in many religious bookstores, and ask 
“Should our elders be anointing members with oil when they’re 
sick?”  The same question sometimes arises as we study through 
the book of James, and reach James 5:14 – “Is any among you 
sick? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”  Given 
that pastors in some denominational groups make a great “show” 
of anointing their sick ones, it is natural that a Christian might 
wonder if we’re missing something important here. 

The practice of “anointing” a person with oil has deep 
biblical roots that range in significance from theological 
implications to practical applications. 

 The kings of ancient Israel and Judah were anointed with oil 
(usually by a prophet or priest) as a way of demonstrating to 
them (and sometimes to all who were present) that this 
individual had been chosen by God to be king over His 
people (e.g., 1 Samuel 16:13). 

 In the “shepherd psalm” – Psalm 23 – David declares that 
the shepherd “anoints my head with oil” (vs. 5). 

 Luke 7:46 records that while He was in the home of a 
Pharisee, a “sinful woman” washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, 
dried them with her hair, and anointed them with oil (KJV 
ointment). 

 We read in Mark 14:8 of Jesus being “anointed” with oil of 
spikenard by an unidentified woman while in the house of 
Simon the leper. 

 Finally, we have the reference to elders anointing Christians 
with oil in James 5:14. 
Given all these (and other) references to “anointing with oil,” 

it is natural for someone to ask if elders should be doing this in 
their own ministry today.  Let’s begin by pointing out that although 
all these contexts share a common reference to someone/
something being anointed with oil, both the settings and the 
purposes are very different. 
 When Samuel anointed David, it was to show that God had 

chosen him to succeed king Saul as Israel’s next ruler; in 
other words, it was a sign of God’s approval of him. 

 In Psalm 23:5 however, the image of a shepherd using oil 

on his sheep would have been very familiar to the ancient 
people of that time and place.  Oils were used to treat 
wounds for both livestock and people (much like we use 
Neosporin® today), and treating wounds in livestock would 
have been seen as an indication of good and 
compassionate shepherding practices – in other words, it 
was proof that the shepherd cared about his sheep! 

 The woman who washed and anointed our Lord’s feet in 
Luke 7 did something that His host – presumably a “notable” 
person, since he is described as a “Pharisee” – had 
neglected to do (vv. 44-45).  Like most of the people in that 
ancient time, our Lord walked everywhere He went, in all 
weather, on dirt paths and roads; most people’s feet were 
protected only by sandals or crude boots (with no socks!), 
and were rough, dry, and dirty.  Washing a guest’s feet was 
considered a gesture of hospitality and welcome (and was 
normally the job of the lowest-ranking servant in the house).  
Anointing them with oil afterward was a further expression of 
extravagant kindness. 

 When another woman anointed Jesus’ head in Mark 14:8, 
Mark specifically noted (vs. 3) that she used expensive oil of 
spikenard, an aromatic plant; the oil produced from it was 
commonly used by the Jews in preparing a body for burial 
(exactly what Jesus said she had done for Him), as well as 
by the Egyptians in mummifying bodies, in part to mitigate 
the smell of decomposition. 
But what about the instruction in James 5:14?  The first 

thing to recognize is that in the context of first-century medicine, 
oil (or “ointment”) was still a common remedy for a variety of 
injuries and illnesses (much as we still use “sweet oil” on cotton 
ball as a treatment for earache today).  Despite the fact that 
some in the denominational community read into this passage 
something mystical or “miraculous” about the oil – rather than it 
being merely medicinal – there is nothing in this passage to 
suggest that.  Any “power” in view here would derive from the 
elders’ appeal to the Lord.  Further, in the context of elders as 
“shepherds of the flock” (cf. Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:14-) and 
drawing on a natural allusion to Psalm 23, the attention, 
involvement, and compassion of elders should be seen as an 
indication of their “good shepherding” practices as the shepherds 
of our souls.  (So, NO, elders don’t need to bring OIL when 
they visit the sick!) 

Should Elders “Anoint” Us When We’re Sick? 
by Dave Rogers 



 

 

BROKEN-HEARTED BECAUSE  
OF LOST SOULS 

Roger Campbell 
 

 Maybe it is a life of unbridled immorality. It 
might be a fellow defiantly refusing to accept the 
Lord’s authority. Perhaps it is a person who has 
been swept away by false teaching. For others, it 
could be that indifference has taken root in their 
heart. Regardless of what the reason(s) might be, 
when a soul is lost, it is an immeasurable tragedy. 
Sin stains the soul. Sin slays the practicers of it. Sin 
separates its participants from the Lord. Sin slams 
shut the door to heaven. Yes, sins stains, slays, 
separates, and slams. Sin is one hundred per cent 
detrimental. 
 As we think about the horribleness of sin, we 
are reminded that our Father calls on all of His chil-
dren to be tenderhearted (Eph. 4:32). Each of us 
has his/her own unique personality/ character/
makeup. Some Christians rarely show their emo-
tions outwardly, but they have a tender, caring 
heart. Others among us tear up, blubber, and sob at 
the slightest provocation. Surely we all have this in 
common, though: we are saddened by the fact that 
people live and die outside the Lord. The God of 
heaven is devastated when humans refuse to sub-
mit to Him and accept His salvation. In speaking 
about the rebellious Jews of Ezekiel’s generation, 
God said, “...because I am broken with their whorish 
heart, which hath departed from me, and with their 
eyes, which go a whoring after their idols...” (Ezek. 
6:9. Man’s sin crushes God’s heart. 
 Do you recall how Jesus wept over the city of 
Jerusalem because its inhabitants would not accept 
Him as the Messiah, and by rejecting Him brought 
condemnation on their souls? As He approached 
the city in what some call His “Triumphant Entry,” 
despite the excitement of some, His heart was 
broken. Luke’s concise record says, “And when he 
was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
it” (Luke 19:41). A few days later, as He was 
drawing ever closer to the cross, the sadness in His 
heart sounded forth in these words: “O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!” (Matt. 23:37). 
 God’s servants are broken-hearted, too, when 
people are lost. Jeremiah is labeled as “the weeping 
prophet” because we read about how his tears 
flowed due to the Jews’ choice not to obey the Lord 
God (Jer. 9:1). Have you ever paid attention to the 
following statement which the writer of the book of 
Psalms made to God? “Rivers of waters run down 
mine eyes, because they keep not thy law” (Psalm 
119:136). It is not revealed whom “they” were or 
what specific transgressions they had committed, 
but the Psalmist’s heart was devastated by their dis-
obedience and what such did to their relationship 
with the Lord. 
 Among the early Christians, more than once 
we read about the apostle Paul being moved to 
tears because of false teachers and departures 
from the faith. As he was telling the shepherds of 
the church in Ephesus about a future departure 
from the truth, he reminded them that for three 
years he had warned them night and day with tears 
(Acts 20:31). While in chains in Rome, he wrote a 
letter to the saints in Philippi, warning them about 
enemies of the cross. As he brought up that un-
pleasant topic, he said he was weeping as he wrote 
(Phil. 3:18). The man was broken-hearted because 
of sin and its affect on people’s eternal destiny. 
Some look at the masses of the world who are 
steeped in spiritual darkness and just seem to shrug 
their shoulders with the observation, “Well, it always 
has been like that; there is not much we can do 
about it.” Perhaps others of us have become 
desensitized to sin. We see it and hear it so much 
that it kind of feels like it is no big deal. May God 
help us if we ever get to the point we view sin as a 
small matter. And, God help us if do not share His 
broken heart when people live and die separated 
from Him. Compassion causes Christians to 
communicate to lost people what they need to hear, 
which is God’s eternal, soul-saving truth. “Oh, will 
you not tell it, today?” 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 

Apr 19-21 - LtL Convention Week-end 
  Apr 28 – Kids’ Notes Pizza Party.  See 
   Stan/Brenda for details. 
 
Apr 28 – Sunday for the Savior, following worship for 
all ages. 

May 5 – LTL Luncheon.  This is a day we 
come together to support our kids. Bring your 
lunch and join us. 

May 5 - Teen Sing at the home of Sally Wallace 
  May 5 – FROG’s Day after the PM Service.   
 We  will order pizza, cost is $5.00, see Staci 
 Killingsworth. 

May 12 - Senior Recognition Dinner hosted by the 
Elder’s wives 
May 19 – Area Wide Youth Devo at Peachtree City 
COC 
May 31 - Lock-In, 6-12 Grade 
Jun 2 - Teen sing at the Gulledge’s 
Jun 9 - 14 – Camp Inagehi Week 
Jun 16 – 22 - Sardis Lake Christian Camp 
Jun 21 – COC Six Flags Night 
Jun 21 - Escape Room, 6-12 Graders 
July 2-4 or 4-6 – Ark Encounter Trip 
July 7-10 – Vacation Bible School 
     “The Faith Force”-Heroes of Godly Living 
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Area Calendar: 
 
Apr 14-18 - Hartley Bridge Rd COC 
Gospel Meeting, “Consider the days 
of Old”, Speaker: Michael Sheperd 
May 17-19 – 8th Annual 7B South-
eastern Soul Saving Seminar, “Need 
for Personal Evangelism!” Speakers:  
Rob Whitacre, & Ronnie Hayes 
May 4-5 - GSOP 14th Annual Bible 
Lectureships 
Aug 10 - Lithia Springs COC Ladies’ 
Day, Speaker: Sheila Butt 

F a m i l y  M a t t e r s  
Amy Nash – Had sinus surgery April 17th, and is doing well. 
Greg Nash – Will have partial knee replacement on May 8th. 
Sally Wallace – Will have back surgery soon. 
Bill Benton – Is at his daughter’s home while his foot heals. 
Sue Riley – Is recuperating from eye surgery two weeks ago. 
Judy Hand – Jim Scoma’s sister is recovering from hip surgery. 
Ron Brown – Is recovering from heart valve surgery last week. 
McKenzie O’Brien – Jim & Sharon’s granddaughter will have sur-
gery within the next few months, to repair injuries received from an 
automobile accident. 
Una Fortson – Is now back at home, after several days in rehab. 
RuPearl Sharpe – Is being treated for a recurrence of cancer. 
 
Members With Health Issues:  Bernice Gillespie, RuPearl Sharpe, 
Mary Lawrence, Larry & Margie Fields, David Riley, Kathleen Gar-
ner, Ray Russell, Lucille Amon, Doris Buckner, Lilly Walker, 
Decieta Lyons, Joann Crook, Mattie Williams, Wayne & Betty Jo 
Nash, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, Forest & Burma Chapman, 
Jim & Sharon O’Brien 

Shut-ins: Una Fortson, David & Jill Nash, Equillar Butler, Ruby 
Fowler, Lillie Jones, Joe Clark, Frances Elder & Jane Lankford  
 
Others With Health Problems: Lois Byrd (Kisha Madison’s mother), 
Summer Long (Charity Nash),  Richard Oliver (Brenda Mitchell’s 
stepfather), Donna & Tom Holcomb (Annette Benefield’s daughter & 
Son-in-law), Ed Hall (Charity Nash’s father), Lyn Launch & Aden 
Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien family), Xernonia Fortson (Una’s 
daughter), Zane Canty (3 yrs. old), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ brother), 
Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Cecil Hester (Tina Russell’s 
father), Frances Jones (neighbor of Sally Wallace & Denise Greene), 
Mike Giles (Jim O’Brien), Virginia Poskevich (David’s mother), Mary 
Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), Greg Brown & Caylee Williamson 
(Terri Durden’s cousin & niece), Betty Land (Jill Nash’s sister), Nelda 
Hayes (Jack Sorrell’s aunt), Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s sister), Eddie 
& Lil Cauthen (Joan Poskevich’s bro./sis.-in-law) and Joe Hand (Jim 
Scoma’s bro.-in-law)   
 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 
 
 

Calendar 
Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention, Kids and adults will go up Friday.  
SilverWings will go up Saturday evening for the awards. 
April 25 - Join us as we celebrate Doris Buckner’s 90th Birthday.  
Everyone is invited to meet at Bay Breeze Restaurant at 1pm.  Cost is 
$10.00 & up. Cards only. 
May 4 – The family of David Riley cordially invite you to celebrate 
with them his 80th Birthday BBQ Bash at the home of Larry & Becky 
Brown.  No gifts, your presence will be the gift of friendship and love 
that he cherishes most. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board. 
May 4 & 5 – GSOP 20th Year Anniversary Lectureship at Pied-
mont Rd. Church of Christ in Marietta, GA. Our own Forrest 
Chapman will be receiving a special lifetime award at the 
breakfast on Saturday. 
 
May 5 – Raintree Village Food Truck 
 
 
July 19-27 – Mexico Mission Trip 
Aug 16-22 - Polishing the Pulpit  

Your support is needed for our Mexico Mission  
 We have an opportunity coming up, to serve the Lord in other 
places by helping fellow Christians there and by introducing others to 
His church for the first time.  We’re planning a mission trip to support 
the congregation in Villa Ocuiltzapotlan, Tabasco, Mexico. 

The Mexico trip will take place on July 19 - 27.  We are invited to 
conduct a vacation Bible school in the afternoon before the gospel 
meeting in the evenings.  One reason we encourage works like this for 
congregations elsewhere is to help strengthen our own congregation 
and the church. 

 Please remember, one way all of us can take part – and we hope 
everyone will – is through our contributions and prayers.  We need to 
raise $2,000 to rent a van, pay for gas and provide funds to build 10 
more fire pits for cooking (the cost is $100 each).  We will also visit shut
-ins and help construct the fire pits for those who cannot afford them. 

The Raintree Village 
Food Truck  

Georgia School of Preaching 
 & Biblical Studies 

14th Annual Bible Lectureship 
“They had been with Jesus….” 

May 4-5, 2019 
Hosted by: Piedmont Road  

church of Christ 
 

7:45am—Breakfast Keynote “The Thief on 
the Cross” -Jere Via 

 
Forrest Chapman will be receiving a special 

lifetime award at the breakfast 
 on Saturday. 

 
Details are on the bulletin board. 

 



 

 

Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes 
10:00 am Worship Service 
5:00 pm Worship Service 

 

10:00 am Tuesday  
Morning Bible Class  

(September 4 - May 14) 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

 
Ministers: 

Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

 
 
 

 
www.Facebook.com/

Fayettevillecoc 
 

 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Elders: 
Tom Durden 

(770 652-7389 
Jim Garner 

(770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash 

(404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey 

(770) 629-2061 
 

Deacons: 
Dennis Graham 

Eric Hagin 
David Hopkins 

Hugh Kelly 
Keith Killingsworth 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

David Riley 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Our Missionaries 
 

Graham, Elizabeth, Joshua, Megan,  
Bethany & Elijah 

 McDonald, 
 Scotland, 

11 Woodhead Ct,  
Westfield, Cumbernauld,  

North Lanarkshire, 
 G68 9DB 

Email: graham@gmcd.net 
Skype: gmcd105 or  www.gmcd.net 

 
 

Scott, Rebecca & Violet Shananhan 
Italy 

 scottshanahan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
           

Communion Preparation 
Linda Howell 

Nursery 
21 Susie Graham 
 28 Sandy Garner 

Care of Building  
16-30 Jack Sorrell/Paul Lyons 
May 1-15 Andy Johnson/Jim 

Obrien 
16-31Hugh Kelly/Brad Hopkins 

Ushers 
Media Center Helpers 
21 & 28 Reggie Graham 
May 3 & 12 Brad Hopkins 

19 & 26 Ben Rogers 

Wednesday Evening  Devotional 
24 James Walker 

May 1 Lewis Armstrong 
8 Dave Rogers 

15 David Gulledge 

Worship Assignment Coordinator for April: Ron James 

  4/21 4/28 

Call To Worship Greg Nash David Gulledge 
Scripture Reading Jake Garner Zeke Poskevich 
Song Leader Jimmy Garner Rory Bell, Sr. 

Prayer Lewis Armstrong Dave Poskevich 
Preside Lord’s Supper Greg Curtis Paul Lyons 

Server Cliff Nash Rick Sharpe 
Server Anthony Ravenell Tim Tittle 
Server Ben Rogers James Walker 
Server Andrew Dalman Troy Cook 
Server Bill Ruffer Larry Fields 
Server Tommy Chapman Gayle Pelfrey 
Server Jack Sorrell Steve Burdette 
Server Randall Bell Charles Nash 
Sermon David Gulledge Dave Rogers 
Response Elder Tom Durden Tom Durden 
Announcements Greg Nash David Gulledge 

Shepherd’s Prayer Jim Garner Greg Nash 

Evening Worship     
Announcements Greg Nash David Gulledge 
Song Leader Jimmy Garner Stan Mitchell 

Prayer Eric Hagin Keith Killingsworth 
Sermon David Gulledge Song Service 
Lord’s Supper Bill Ruffer Troy Cook 

Lord’s Supper Jack Sorrell Paul Lyons 
Prayer Tad Durden Larry Rose 

Adult Spring Bible Studies 
April 7th — July 3rd 

Sunday at 9am 
Roman—Hebrews 

David Rogers - Auditorium 
 

Ladies Class, room 121 
Luann Rogers, Simply Blessed 

 
Youth Adults, room 208 

Brad Hopkins 
 

Wednesday at 7pm 
Job—Song of Solomon 

David Riley - Auditorium 

In Search of the Lord’s Way 
 with Phil Sanders 

WUPA TV 69,Sunday at 7:30am 
21—Dealing With Discouragement 

28—Dealing With Pain 



 

 

Kid’s Notes 
Pizza Party 


