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What do Adam, Jacob, Eli, Samuel, king 
David, Hezekiah, and Josiah all have in 
common?  These fathers (and their wives) all 
shared the common grief of children who 
strayed away from faith in God.  It’s important 
to point out at the beginning of our thoughts 
that not all kids turn aside from the faith, and 
not all kids who do stray stay that way. 

Children have the ability to inflict an 
exquisite kind of pain on their parents; because 
they know us so well, they know just how to 
hurt us most!  Some parents struggle with 
defiant offspring who seem determined to 
abandon the values their parents try to share 
with them.  GOD knows how we suffer when a 
child strays from the faith, because He 
experiences the same torment!  A wayward 
child can tempt us to divert all our attention and 
energy to them, but we must continue to live for 
Christ even during such periods of frustration; 
there are NO “quick cures” for this kind of trial.  
When children stray, we must keep faith with 
God in the following ways: 

First, we need to remember to “keep up 
the farm” (Luke 15:11-32).  When the 
“prodigal” son couldn’t wait to get away from 
home so he could sin, the father was surely 
tempted to second-guess his parenting 
philosophy:  “Where did I go wrong?  Maybe I 
shouldn’t have ‘forced’ him to attend worship.  
Was I too hard on him, or not stern enough?”  
Parents, don’t fall into this snare!  Our children 
will ultimately stand or fall on their own, and we 
can’t answer for their wicked choices 
(according to Ezekiel 18:20).  An erring, sinning 
child is NOT always a reflection on YOU as a 
parent; just think about God as the first 
“parent,” in the garden!  Adam and Eve strayed 

in sin, and were evicted from Eden because of 
it; God “lost” them!  But do ANY of us think of 
God as a “bad parent?”  When a child strays, 
remember that God understands what you are 
going through, so turn to HIM for comfort then.  
In the parable, the father did NOT chase after 
the son, begging him to return; he didn’t 
threaten OR try to entice him; he kept the farm 
going, so the son would have somewhere to 
return if he repented!  Your job as a parent is to 
keep the faith even if your child does not. 

Next, maintain your OWN integrity, on 
every level.  This was the key to Job’s ability to 
endure all his trials (Job 1:20-22; 2:3-10).  It 
would have been easy for him to feel “justified” 
in complaining, or even in blaming God for all 
the bad things that happened to him, since he 
didn’t know why God allowed them to happen!  
The fact that he didn’t turn away testified to his 
character; don’t let a disobedient child derail 
the way YOU think and act toward God!  In this 
harsh situation, be sure you also maintain your 
integrity with your spouse and your other 
children; one of the most serious errors parents 
can make is to undermine one another to their 
children (like Rachel and Jacob deceived Isaac, 
Genesis 27:15-30).  Your NON-rebellious 
children need your time and attention, too, so 
do not allow a wayward child to dominate the 
family (this is what the stubborn OLDER son 
tried to do, Luke 15:31-32).  Protect your own 
sanity by refusing to give in to thoughts of 
bitterness, hatred or retaliation; you cannot 
function as a parent if you allow yourself to be a 
victim. 

When a Child Strays 
by Dave Rogers 



 

 

Era of Disrespect 
by Johnny Ramsey 

We live in an age that shows little respect for those in 
authority.  Cartoonists lampoon presidents, students mock 
teachers, children ridicule parents and some Christians even 
manifest a lack of reverence toward Bible preaching.  But 
disrespect for authority violates Scripture!  The Psalmist 
states clearly the need for proper respect:  “Stand in awe, 
and sin notmy heart standeth in awe of Thy word” (Psalm 
4:4; 119:161). 

The Bible warns of some who “despise dominion, and 
speak evil of dignities” (Jude 8).  Youth rebellion of the 
[nineteen] sixties and seventies produced anarchy on col-
lege campuses, resulting in bombing of government build-
ings and murdering rampages such as that of the Manson 
gang. 

When men lose regard for God’s moral standards, 
they forget humane treatment of their fellows and wallow in 
the mire of sadistic behavior.  The Old Testament prophets 
had a lot to say about proper attitudes and actions toward 
others.  Micah offers a powerful three-point challenge that 
could be called another golden rule of action:  “What doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8).  Those 
principles are precisely what Jesus inculcated in the Ser-
mon on the Mount.  In this age today, we truly need more 
respect for the following: 
1.   We Need Respect for God’s Word.  A failure to study the 
Bible is a sure sign that we do not regard things divine and holy 
as we should.  Men and women who prefer less Bible in ser-
mons and more stories, jokes, human philosophy, and current 
events ought to find an after-dinner speaker from the Rotary 
Club!  Are we ashamed of God’s Word and enamored more by 
secular reasoning?  Paul was not ashamed to speak the Word 
before kings, but some just don’t care for it in the assembly 
worship.  Souls are lost due to a famine in the land of solid Bi-
ble preaching (Amos 8:11-12).  The only thing that can make 
us ready for eternity is being shunned (Acts 20:32). 
2.   We Need Respect for Godly Living.  A lack of Scripture in 
our lives is evidenced by a failure to live as the Bible demands.  

The clarion call of 1 Peter 2:11 is this: “Abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul.”  We should “desire the sin-
cere milk of the word” (1 Peter 2:2) and then live that word be-
fore our family and friends (1 Peter 2:13-25).  James chal-
lenges us to put aside the overflow of wickedness and “receive 
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 
souls” (James 1:21).  When we do that, then we can sing, 
“Purer yet and purer, I would be in mind.”  We must keep our-
selves unspotted from the world (James 1:27) and allow the 
example of Christ to produce in our daily walk the kind of con-
duct that manifests respect for godliness (Colossians 1:10). 

3.   We Need Respect for God’s Cause.  If Christ cared 
enough for His church to die for her (Acts 20:28), we should dis-
play a loyalty that knows no boundary.  The value of lost souls 
should be constantly in our hearts as we lovingly show respect 
for the gospel and the awesome nature of the final judgement.  
Very few people today seem to truly put God’s kingdom first as 
we allow the busy pace of secularism to overwhelm our budget 
of time, money, and energy.  Television and an overemphasis on 
sporting contest and music concerts take top priority in the 
schedules of too many.  As a result, gospel meetings, lecture-
ships, and personal meditation on the Scriptures have faded into 
secondary matters with too many folks who say they want to go 
to heaven.  Satan is shrewd, and the flesh is weak. 
4.   We Need Respect for God’s Son.  It ought to be natural 
for sinful men to adore the Christ who left the beauty and glory 
of heaven to some to earth to die at Calvary in order that pov-
erty-stricken mankind might know the riches of His grace (2 
Corinthians 8:9).  Sadly, we tend to forget the suffering the 
Savior endured as He “bare our sins in His body upon the 
tree” (1 Peter 2:24).  Respect for our Redeemer should pro-
duce within us the gratitude which the apostle Paul expressed, 
“thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift” 2 Corinthians 
9:15).  Reverence, devotion, appreciation, and love for these 
things will make us better people (Psalm 116:12). 

When my love for Christ grows weak, 
When for deeper faith I seek, 
Then in thought I go to thee, 

Garden of Gethsemane. 
Out of hearts of adoration for matters sublime and divine, 

let us determine that we shall never forsake the Lord and His 
heavenly cause.  With reverence, respect and zeal, let us serve 
God more ardently than ever before. 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 

Mar 9 - Paul Bunyan Breakfast & Workday 
at Camp Inagehi at 8:30am 
Mar 10—Bible Bowl—Snack- Tina Russell 
Mar 17—Bible Bowl—Snack -Carla Sorrell 
Mar 17 – Areawide Youth Devo-Atlanta Airport 

Area congregation 
Mar 17 - Young Kid’s Meet in 
the fellowship Hall after the PM 
Service 

Mar 17 – Teen Sing at the Boelsterli home. 
 

Mar 22 –24  – Annual “SOAR” Youth Rally  
Mar 23 – Camp Inagehi Cross Country 5K  and 
Fun Run 
Mar 31 – Kite Day after the Luncheon.  Bring 
your kite, and enjoy our kids and their kites! 
 

 
April 14 – 
Leaderette Tea from 3-4:30. See 
Sandra Hopkins if you have a 
daughter in LTL. 

 
Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention 



 

 

Area Calendar: 
Mar 9 – 11th Annual Christian 
Men’s Leadership Conference, 
Central COC in Dalton, Ga. 
Mar 16 - McDonough COC La-
dies’ Day, Heart & Soul, Speaker: 
Karen Thompson 
Mar 23 – Ladies’ Day Bremen 
COC, 9:00 – 12:00 “The Glory of 
Womanhood” Speaker: Rebekah 
Colley 
Mar 23 - Annual Middle GA La-
dies Day, “Hartley Bridge Rd 
COC, “Victory in Jesus!”, Speak-
ers: Nancy Carter 
Mar 31-Apr 3 – Forest Park COC 
Gospel Meeting, Speaker: Eric 
Thornton 
Apr 13 – Ladies’ Day at Seneca 
COC “Recipes of Life” Speaker: 
Sheila Butt 

F a m i l y  M a t t e r s  
Jill Nash – Is recovering at home after a heart procedure last 
week. 
Larry Fields – Is also recovering at home, following a heart pro-
cedure last week. 
McKenzie O’Brien – Jim & Sharon’s granddaughter is recovering 
at their home after an automobile accident last week. 
David Riley – Is battling a bad cold and respiratory issues. 
Jo Ruffer – Is recovering at home after a fall at Tara last week 
(nothing broken!) 
Tom Durden, Sr. – Is now back home after several days of re-
hab. 
 
Members With Health Issues: Kathleen Garner, Andy John-
son,  Mary Lawrence, Ray Russell, Lucille Amon, Doris Buck-
ner, Gail Chapman, Lilly Walker, Margie Fields, Bernice Gilles-
pie, Decieta Lyons, Estell Higginbotham, Wayne & Betty Jo 
Nash, Sally Wallace, Joann Crook, Doris Buckner, Mattie Wil-
liams, Una Fortson, Dennis & Marlene Etheridge, Forest & 
Burma Chapman, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 

Shut-ins: Equillar Butler, David Nash, Ruby Fowler, Lillie Jones, 
Joe Clark, Frances Elder & Jane Lankford  
 
Others With Health Problems: Richard Oliver (Brenda Mitchell’s 
stepfather), Donna & Tom Holcomb (Annette Benefield’s daughter 
& Son-in-law), Ed Hall (Charity Nash’s father), Lyn Launch & Aden 
Clarke (Jim & Sharon O’Brien family), Xernonia Fortson (Una’s 
daughter), Zane Canty (3 yrs. old), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ 
brother), Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Cecil Hester (Tina 
Russell’s father), Frances Jones (neighbor of Sally Wallace & De-
nise Greene), Mike Giles (Jim O’Brien), Virginia Poskevich 
(David’s mother),  Mary Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), Greg 
Brown & Caylee Williamson (Terri Durden’s cousin & niece), Betty 
Land (Jill Nash’s sister), Nelda Hayes (Jack Sorrell’s aunt), Nancy 
Ford (Joann Crook’s sister), Eddie & Lil Cauthen (Joan Poske-
vich’s bro./sis.-in-law) and Joe Hand (Jim Scoma’s bro.-in-law) 
                
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 
 
 

Calendar 
Mar 8 – Family Game Night at 6pm 
Mar 9 – Paul Bunyan Breakfast & Workday at Camp Inagehi.  
Breakfast begins at 8:30am. 
Mar 10 – Daylight Saving Time Begins 
Mar 15 – SilverWings hosted by Linda Howell, Allene Scoma 
& Barbara Edmonds 
Mar 16 – SilverWings Trip to the Booth Museum & Lunch.  The bus will 
leave the building at 9am.  Sign up today. 
Mar 23 – Sign up today for Camp Inagehi Cross Country 5k & Fun Run 
Mar 31 – 5th Sunday Potluck Luncheon & Kite Day. Plan on having lunch 
together and flying your kites after. 
April 14 – Leaderette Tea, 3-4:30 hosted by Sandra Hopkins.  If you 
have a daughter in LTL, see Sandra. 
Apr 19-21 – LTL Convention, Kids and adults will go up Friday.  Silver-
Wings will go up Saturday evening for the awards. 
May 4 – The family of David Riley cordially invite you to celebrate with 
them his 80th Birthday BBQ Bash at the home of Larry & Becky Brown.  
No gifts, your presence will be the gift of friendship and love that he 
cherishes most. (Information is on the bulletin board) 

Mission works for us 
We have an upcoming opportunity to serve the Lord in other 

places by helping fellow Christians there and introducing others for 
the first time to His church.  We‘re planning a mission trip to a con-
gregation in Villa Ocuiltzapotlan, Tabasco, Mexico.  

The Mexico trip will take place on July 5 - 13.  We are invited to 
conduct a vacation Bible school in the afternoon before the gospel 
meeting in the evenings.  

 Please remember, one way all of us can take part – and we hope 
we all will – is through our contributions and prayers.  One reason we 
encourage works like this for congregations elsewhere is to help 
strengthen our own congregation.   

Check Out Our  
New Website 

The Raintree Village Food 
Truck is coming on May 5th 
A list is located in the foyer.  



 

 

Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes 
10:00 am Worship Service 
5:00 pm Worship Service 

 

10:00 am Tuesday  
Morning Bible Class  

(September 4 - May 14) 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

 
Ministers: 

Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

 
 
 

 
www.Facebook.com/

Fayettevillecoc 
 

 
http://gsoponline.org/ 

gsop-fayetteville-campus 
Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Elders: 
Tom Durden 

(770 652-7389 
Jim Garner 

(770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash 

(404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey 

(770) 629-2061 
 

Deacons: 
Dennis Graham 

Eric Hagin 
David Hopkins 

Hugh Kelly 
Keith Killingsworth 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

David Riley 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Our Missionaries 
 

Graham, Elizabeth, Joshua, Megan,  
Bethany & Elijah 

 McDonald, 
 Scotland, 

11 Woodhead Ct,  
Westfield, Cumbernauld,  

North Lanarkshire, 
 G68 9DB 

Email: graham@gmcd.net 
Skype: gmcd105 or  www.gmcd.net 

 
 

Scott, Rebecca & Violet Shananhan 
Italy 

 scottshanahan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
           

Communion Preparation 
Sandra Hopkins 

Nursery 
 10 Loretta Keith 

17 Michelle Chapman, 

24 Crystin Gulledge & 
31 Amy Nash 

Care of Building  
Mar 1-15 Andy Johnson/Jim O’Brien 
16-31 Stan Mitchell/Lewis Armstrong 

Ushers 
Media Center Helpers 
3/10-17 Brad Hopkins 
24 & 31 Ben Rogers 

 

Wednesday Evening  Devotional 
 13 Cliff Nash 

20 Dale Findley 
27 Paul Lyons 

  3/10 3/17 3/24 3/31 
Call To Worship David Gulledge Dave Rogers David Gulledge David Gulledge 
Scripture Reading Cliff Nash Randell Bell Cliff Nash Randell Bell 
Song Leader Coney Johnson Jimmy Garner Rory Bell, Sr Charles Nash 
Prayer Ron James Rick Sharpe Dale Findley Paul Lyons 
Preside Lord’s Supper Eric Hagen Keith Killingsworth Paul Lyons Dave Poskevich 
Server Bobby Johnson Zeke Poskevich Bobby Johnson Zeke Poskevich 
Server Hugh Kelly Greg Curtis Hugh Kelly Greg Curtis 
Server John Mullis Ben Rogers John Mullis Ben Rogers 
Server Tony Burdette Brian Johnson Tony Burdette Brian Johnson 
Server Reggie Graham Brad Hopkins Reggie Graham Brad Hopkins 
Server Mike Fields Larry Rose Mike Fields Larry Rose 
Server Jim Lindsey Jim O’Brien Jim Lindsey Jim O’Brien 
Server Steve Hopkins Tony Stinson Steve Hopkins Tony Stinson 
Sermon Dave Rogers David Gulledge Dave Rogers Dave Rogers 
Response Elder Jim Pelfrey Jim Pelfrey Jim Pelfrey Jim Pelfrey 
Announcements David Gulledge Dave Rogers David Gulledge David Gulledge 
Shepherd’s Prayer Tom Durden Jim Garner Greg Nash Jim Pelfrey 
Evening Worship         
Announcements David Gulledge David Gulledge David Gulledge Dave Rogers 
Song Leader Dale Findley Jimmy Garner Stan Mitchell Stan Mitchell 
Prayer James Walker David Hopkins Ferdinan Brumant Lewis Armstrong 
Sermon Dave Rogers Dave Rogers Song Service David Gulledge 
Lord’s Supper Hugh Kelly Brad Hopkins Reggie Graham Jim O’Brien 
Lord’s Supper John Mullis Larry Rose Steve Hopkins Tony Stinson 
Prayer Gayle Pelfrey Curtis Hurt Larry Fields Dennis Ethridge 

Worship Assignment Coordinator for March:  Tad Durden 



 

 

Teen Sing at 
the Pelfrey’s 

SilverWings 
Dinner 

Schedule 2019 
Calendar 6pm 

 
 

Mary Lawrence 

after the 
PM Service 


