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Why are we all “here?”  Some folks 
might answer with, “Because we’re not all 
‘there’,” but I believe that the bible tells us 
we are “here” (i.e., in this world) to learn 
how to be “there” (in heaven). 

God made this world and put mankind 
in it:  He made us in His own image so 
that we can choose to be His children.  
Man is the only creature on earth that has 
a soul and the ability to choose between 
right and wrong.  Of all that God created, 
only we have the ability to choose to obey 
His commandments.  God wants a people 
who want to serve Him instead of the 
world; a people who make the choice to 
serve in love, not merely because of 
family, friends, or any ties in THIS world.  
He seeks people who truly want to be 
“born” into His family and live in faith 
before Him. 

Almighty God sent His son, Jesus, so 
that we may see Him in His Son.  Through 
Jesus He has provided us with the plan of 
salvation; it was by the Christ’s suffering 
and the shedding of His precious blood on 
the cross that He paid the price for our 
sins.  The guilt of our sins can be washed 
away by that blood in the obedience of 
baptism, and the Father will add us to His 
spiritual family. 

To learn how to live with Him in 
heaven, we must learn how to live as His 

children here on earth.  THAT is why we 
are all here; to learn to love God and be 
obedient children, so that we can be safe 
in the “ark” of safety that Jesus died to 
establish – the church. 

The Question 
by David Lee 

Thank You! 

To our dear spiritual family, 

We “thank our God upon every remem-
brance of you, always in every prayer of ours 
making request for you with all joy” (to borrow 
the words of Paul in Philippians 1:3-4)!  It was at 
this time of year that our lives were first joined 
together, and that fact always causes us to 
pause and reflect on the past year, thinking of all 
the joy, laughter and tears we have shared.  All 
of you so graciously make us feel loved and wel-
come among you; truly, you make Fayetteville 
“home” for us, and we love and thank you for 
that.  Our years together in the Lord’s work have 
just flown, and it still feels as if we are just get-
ting started!  Our hearts are full when we think of 
your steadfast love for the Lord and your tender 
care for us.  May this new year bring spiritual 
growth and prosperity for all of us! 

In Him, Who binds us in love, 

Dave, Luann and Ben 



 

 

Of Property and Charity 
 Jonathan McAnulty 

 
Being immersed in our cultural heritage as we are, we 
often fail to appreciate just how many ideas which we 
take for granted are directly derived from biblical prin-
ciples. Take for example, the idea of property rights: the 
idea that you have a right to own property and the right 
to use the property you own as you see fit. While many 
in our society simply take for granted that this is the 
way it should be, the concept is not one derived from 
nature nor universally agreed upon. 
 In the natural world, animals only control that 
which they are strong enough to possess.   Might makes 
right, not ownership. In systems such as communism, 
you have no right to own anything individually, rather 
you only have that which others, typically the govern-
ment, tells you that you are allowed to use. The very 
notion of private property is, for many, quite controver-
sial and history is full of examples of cultures and peo-
ples that don’t recognize the concept. 
 But the Bible speaks to property, and the doc-
trine of the Scriptures has helped inform and shape the 
manner in which our culture has come to understand it.
  
 When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, 
the eighth commandment was, “You shall not 
steal.” (Exodus 20:15) The New Testament repeats this 
injunction against theft in several places, and Paul ad-
monishes the Ephesian church, “Let him who stole, 
steal no longer, but rather work with his hands, that he 
might have something to give to him who has 
need.” (Ephesians 4:28) 
 The carnal, animal behavior of taking whatever 
you are strong enough to take, is not a behavior God 
wants men to emulate. Such behavior is called theft, or 
stealing. The very concept of stealing as a sin denotes 
the counter concept that the thing being stolen rightfully 
belongs to another. Hence, the idea of private property. 
 The concept is further elaborated on in Acts 5, 
where Ananias and Saphira get in trouble for lying to 
God about money matters. Prior to Ananias being 
struck dead by God, Peter chastises him, saying con-
cerning the land and money: “While it remained, was it 
not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your 
own control?” (Acts 5:4a, NKJV) That is, Peter clearly 
lays down a principle that when a man has been given 
property by God, it belongs to them, and is under their 
control. 
 So, again, the whole concept of private property 
and property rights is one derived from Biblical con-

cepts and Biblical passages. Which is an interesting sort 
of fact. However, the point we really want to make is 
this: with rights come responsibilities, and just as the 
rights are God given, so are the expectations of respon-
sibility. 
 Notice again what Paul tells the Ephesian 
church: God wants men to do honest work for honest 
pay… so that they can then turn around and make the 
choice to help others with that which is under their con-
trol. God gives us property not merely for our own 
amusement and desires, but so as to allow us to learn 
the concept of generosity, another concept somewhat 
foreign to the carnal, animal nature of the world around 
us. 
 In the Old Testament, God heavily encouraged 
generosity, telling his people that they needed to be 
mindful of the poor, the foreigner, the widows, and the 
orphans (cf. Leviticus 19:10; Exodus 22:21-22). Like-
wise, in the New Testament, we are told that pure and 
undefiled religion before God must include caring for 
the widow and the fatherless. (James 1:27) 
 We read this reminder in the Bible: “Command 
those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, 
nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, 
who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, 
willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foun-
dation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life.”  (1 Timothy 6:17-19; NKJV) 
 The early church was marked by their generous 
nature. As brothers and sisters had needs, others went 
and sold possessions and property to help those who 
were in need. (cf. Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37) Some have 
tried to equate this to communism, but it was no such 
thing. This was not a forced charity, rather it was some-
thing far more noble and selfless. It was the rational 
choice to take that which was in the complete control of 
the owner and use it entirely for the good of another 
without expectation of worldly compensation or reward. 
It was, in short, an act of love. 
 The Bible has quite a bit to say about generosity 
and charity. It is one of the traits that defines God, who 
sends gifts to all men (cf. Matthew 5:45) and it is a trait 
that God desires in His children. This is the real reason 
God gives us property. Not just so that we can take care 
of ourselves, but so that we can learn to give away that 
which we have for the good of others. Hopefully it’s a 
lesson we are all striving to learn to the fullest, knowing 
that by being ready to give, and willing to share, we are 
storing up for ourselves a greater treasure in heaven. 
 

Bible Bowl 2018-19,  
Sunday 3-5 pm 

Exodus  
Convention 

 April 18-21, 2019  
“I AM” Exodus 3:14 

Snacks: 
1/6/19 -  Linda Armstrong 

13 - Catherine Kelly 
20 Janine Esler 

27 Susan Pelfrey 

Youth Events 
(See David Gulledge with any questions) 

2019 
Jan 12 – “Feed the 
Homeless” – We will 
meet in the fellow-

ship building to or-
ganize and prepare 
the lunch bags at 
9am.  The bus will 
leave the building at 
10am. 



 

 

Fami ly  Ma t t er s  
David & Jill Nash – Are both having health issues and need 
our prayers.  
Andrew Solomon – (Ruth Roberson’s father) has been diag-
nosed with aplastic anemia (not enough new blood cells), and 
is receiving blood transfusions. 
Lyn Launch – Friend of Jim & Sharon O’Brien has been diag-
nosed with brain cancer. 
Aden Clarke – (son of Sharon O’Brien’s nephew) has a health 
issue. 
Toby Daly and his family – Former Fayette County Sheriff – 
in the final stages of cancer. 
Hazel Cox – Donna Hagin’s mother is recovering at home 
after back surgery last week.   
 
Prayer Request: Renee Mattox came forward last Sunday 
morning requesting prayers for herself and her sons.  She also 
thanked the church for helping her. 
 
Members With Health Issues:  Gail Chapman,  Mary Law-
rence, Debbie Walding, Lilly Walker, Larry & Margie Fields, Ber-
nice Gillespie, Decieta Lyons, Estell Higginbotham, David Riley, 
Susan Voyles, Gail Chapman, Wayne & Betty Jo Nash, Sally 
Wallace, Joann Crook, Doris Buckner, Mattie Williams, Una 
Fortson, RuPearl Sharpe, Lucille Amon, Dennis & Marlene 
Etheridge, Forest & Burma Chapman, Jim & Sharon O’Brien 
 

Shut-ins: Equillar Butler, David Nash, Annette Benefield, Ruby 
Fowler, Lillie Jones, Joe Clark, Frances Elder & Jane Lankford  
 
Others With Health Problems: Xernonia Fortson (Una’s 
daughter), Nancy Neff (Amy Nash’s mother), Ashley Johnson, 
Cassandra Wright (Friend of Cory/Ruth Roberson), Mary Zackary 
(Theresa Green’s sister), Zane Canty (3 yrs. old), Marilyn Newby 
(member at Forest Park COC), Mark Etheridge (Dennis’ brother), 
Kandy Myers (Sally Wallace’s sister), Patrick Kelly (Hugh/Connie’s 
Son), Marvin Cook (Jean Johnson’s brother), Cecil Hester (Tina 
Russell’s father), Frances Jones (neighbor of Sally Wallace/
Denise Greene), Mike Giles (Jim O’Brien), Virginia Poskevich 
(David’s mother),  Mary Mackie (Linda Johnson’s mother), 
Teresa Bryan (friend of Amy Nash), Nathan Schober (Andrea 
Laney’s coworker), Diane Brown (Dave Rogers’ cousin), Fred 
Mack (Andy Johnson’s friend), Barbara McDowell, Alvin Elder 
(Decieta Lyon’s bro.), Steve Watts, Joyce Greene (Denise’s 
mother), Patrick Shanahan (Linda Howell’s nephew), Nita May-
field (David/Katherine Hopkins’ friend), April Adams, Greg Brown 
& Caylee Williamson (Terri Durden’s cousin & niece), Betty Land 
(Jill Nash’s sister), Tom Holcomb (Annette’s son-in-law), Nelda 
Hayes (Jack Sorrell’s aunt), Nancy Ford (Joann Crook’s sister), 
Eddie & Lil Cauthen (Joan Poskevich’s bro./sis.-in-law) and Joe 
Hand (Jim Scoma’s bro.-in-law)  
 
(NOTE:  Please help us keep this list up-to-date!) 
 
 

Calendar 
Dec 25—28 – Office Closed 
Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve Party at 8pm 
 
Jan 1, 2019 – Office Closed 
Jan 6—New Quarter Starts 
Jan 12 – Feed The Homeless, we have a 
box in the office for coats, gloves, scarves & 
blankets   
Jan 18 - SilverWings’ Organizing Dinner  

  Feb 3 - Bridal Shower for  
                 Crystin Nash 
                  hosted by Alycia (Findley) Hart    
          & Maggie (Mobley) McGaughy 
   in the fellowship hall. 

 
Feb 9 – Ladies’ Day, Recipe for 
the Heart, “A Study of the Beati-
tudes”, Speaker: Sarah Fallis of Ft. 
Worth, Tx 
 

                   
                             Thanks to all the ELVES that helped Sally put  the Christmas cards in the bags.  
  Your bag is in the foyer, ready to be picked up! 

  Thomas & Meggi Quinn are moving to the Arlington, VA area.   
  Their last Sunday  with us will be December 30th.   Thomas starts 
  work on January 7th.     



 

 

Assembly Schedule: 
Sunday  

9:00 am Bible Classes 
10:00 am Worship Service 
5:00 pm Worship Service 

 

10:00 am Tuesday  
Morning Bible Class  

(September 4 - May 14) 
 

7:00 pm Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 

 
Ministers: 

Dave Rogers 
361-649-6638 

dave.rogers@fcoc.com 
 David Gulledge 

(731) 227-9001 (cell) 
david.gulledge@fcoc.com 

Office Administrator: 
Susie Graham 

celiagraham@bellsouth.net 
 

870 Redwine Road 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 

770 461-3617  
  770-461-8231 (fax) 
Email: mail@fcoc.com 

 
Web Page: http://www.fcoc.com 

Members Page 
User Name: church 

Password: members 
 

www.Facebook.com/
Fayettevillecoc 

 
 

http://gsoponline.org/ 
gsop-fayetteville-campus 

Rick Sharpe, Campus Director 

Elders: 
Tom Durden 

(770 652-7389 
Jim Garner 

(770) 461-3197 
Greg Nash 

(404) 455-1546 
Jim Pelfrey 

(770) 629-2061 
Deacons: 

Dennis Graham 
Eric Hagin 

David Hopkins 
Hugh Kelly 

Jerry Kendrix 
Keith Killingsworth 

Andy Johnson 
Stan Mitchell 

David Poskevich 
Anthony Ravenell 

David Riley 
Rick Sharpe 
Jack Sorrell 

Our Missionaries 
 

Graham, Elizabeth, Joshua, Megan,  
Bethany & Elijah 

 McDonald, 
 Scotland, 

11 Woodhead Ct,  
Westfield, Cumbernauld,  

North Lanarkshire, 
 G68 9DB 

Email: graham@gmcd.net 
Skype: gmcd105 or  www.gmcd.net 

 
 

Scott, Rebecca & Violet Shananhan 
Italy 

 scottshanahan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
           

Communion Preparation 
Brenda Mitchell 

Jan Susie Graham 
Nursery 

 23 Sally Wallace 
 30 RuPearl Sharpe 

Care of Building  
16-31 Dennis Graham/Larry Fields 

 
Ushers 

23 Dale Findley/Michael Madison 
30 Paul Lyons/Keith Killingsworth 

Media Center Helpers 
23 Ben Rogers 

Dec 30 & Jan 6 Tad Durden 
Jan 15 & 20 Reggie Graham 
Jan 27 & Feb 3 Gayle Pelfrey 

 

Wednesday Evening  Devotional 
26 Keith Killingsworth 

Jan 3 Anthony Ravenell, 
11 Jake Garner, 16 Ray Russell, 
23 Stan Mitchell & 30 Eric Hagin 

  12/23 12/30 
Call To Worship Dave Rogers Greg Nash 
Scripture Reading Zeke Poskevich Jake Garner 
Song Leader Rory Bell, Sr Stan Mitchell 
Prayer Hugh Kelly Bill Ruffer 
Preside Lord’s Supper James Walker Corey Roberson 
Server Shirley Allender Rick Sharpe 
Server Brad Hopkins Tim Tittle 
Server Michael Madison Ben Rogers 
Server Steve Burdette Eric Hagin 
Server Anthony Ravenell Ron James 
Server Tommy Chapman Paul Lyons 
Server Dale Findley Andy Johnson 
Server Cliff Nash Charles Nash 
Sermon David Gulledge Dave Rogers 
Response Elder Tom Durden Tom Durden 
Announcements Greg Nash Greg Nash 
Shepherd’s Prayer Greg Nash Jim Garner 
Evening Worship     
Announcements David Gulledge Greg Nash 
Song Leader Stan Mitchell Jimmy Garner 
Prayer Curtis Hurt Larry Fields 
Sermon Song Service Dave Rogers 
Lord’s Supper Dale Findley Paul Lyons 
Lord’s Supper Cliff Nash Andy Johnson 
Prayer Steven Williams Anthony Stinson 

Worship Assignment Coordinator for December:  Dennis Ethridge 

Sunday Morning 
 Adult Class  

Dec. 23:  Jim Garner,  
 “The Word Became Flesh:  

 Lessons From The Book of John” 
 

Dec. 30:  Greg Nash,  
 “Why Do You Hate Me?” 

2019 Communion 
 Sign Up is on the  

bulletin board. Your help is 
needed. See Hugh or  

Connie Kelly with any questions. 



 

 

 
Office Closed Office Closed 


