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As soon as you enter the city of 
Prague, you feel it — the mag-
nanimous weight of times past. 

It’s as though a mist engulfs the entire 
city in mystery and intrigue. A mist 
that seeps into everybody’s core leav-
ing dewy goosebumps of anticipation 
on any skin it touches. The anticipa-
tion stems from the thrill of not know-
ing what is lurking behind dark cor-
ners, down winding passageways and 
under eerie bridges. 

The Czech Republic has been a 
curiosity of mine since images of 
the Charles Bridge in Prague flashed 
before my eyes in spy film after spy 
film. Any love of history can come to 
life in Prague amongst architecture 
from the Gothic, Renaissance, and 
Neoclassical eras. It was only a matter 
of time before I exchanged my dollars 
for crown, and hopped on one of the 
many convenient EasyJet flights from 
London to Prague to immerse myself 
in 48 hours of history.

After checking into the beautiful 
and bewitching Buddha-Bar Hotel in 
the Old Town, it was time to explore 
the city with only a small map in 
hand and no idea what awaited. The 
first major site I stumbled upon was 
the Church of Our Lady before Týn 
on my way to the Old Town Square.  
The elaborate interior of the 14th  
century church took my breath away, 
and I mused what it must’ve been like 
in its heyday. 

One of the distinguishing features 
you’ll notice throughout Prague is the 
abundance of clocks. They are every-
where, from all time periods, and in all 
manners of design. You won’t miss the 
most stunning of them all, the Astro-
nomical Clock dating to 1490, set in 
stone on the Old Town Hall Tower, 
marking the path of time forever.

Continuing my walk west through 
the throng of tourists and to the riv-
er Vltava, I got my first glimpse of the 
legendary Charles Bridge, which was 
lined with foreboding and blackened 
statues and monuments. Stalls selling 
art, crafts and jewelry, and musicians 
tolling their tunes span the bridge, and 
it’s easy to get distracted by their wares 
or melodies.

The bridge leads to the Little Quarter, 
a part of Prague which has remained 
untouched since the late 18th cen-
tury. I found myself at the Wallen-

stein Palace and Garden, staring up 
at the gigantic grotesquerie, an imita-
tion of a limestone cave with hidden  
passages within, where people con-
vened for clandestine meetings. I 
briefly hoped that someone would 
pull me behind the stalactites for a 
secret rendezvous. 

Deciding I’d had enough of the tour-
ist crowds, I skipped the renowned 
Prague Castle and made my way to 
the fascinating Jewish Quarter. The 
serene and haunting Old Jewish Cem-
etery left an impression, and I became 
lost in my thoughts that afternoon as 

I wandered aimlessly through the 
streets with no destination in mind. 
This truly is the best way to see a city — 
letting your intuition guide you along 
side streets and passageways, where 
you could find hidden graffiti, forlorn 
buildings and symbols from the past. 

That evening, dinner was at the 
Grosseto Pizzeria Marina, idyllically 
located on the Vltava River on a barge 
overlooking the Charles Bridge. While 
it wasn’t traditional Czech fare, the 
pizzas and pastas satiated the great 
hunger formed after hours of walking. 
Returning to my hotel, I entered into 

the cavern of the Buddha-Bar Restau-
rant where the socialites of Europe 
gathered. What happened to me in its 
depths simply cannot be published, 
but let’s just say that green fairies and 
lips were involved.

The next morning I ventured to the 
New Town, away from Europeans car-
rying maps and cameras, to absorb 
some creativity at the Mucha Museum 
dedicated to the Art Nouveau Czech 
artist Alphonse Mucha. One could 
spend hours in the gift shop alone!

Returning to the real world, I 
resumed my exploring and came 

upon the St. Mesto neighbourhood. 
Vintage stores, tiny boutiques and 
galleries were in abundance, and the 
best part, there were minimal tour-
ists. It was as I was crossing a street that 
my eyes rested upon two words that 
can transcend all language barriers:  
Choco Café. Chocolate bliss. 

After another long day, dancing 
shoes were donned and I traversed 
the city to La Bodeguita Del Medio, 
a Cuban bar and restaurant where I 
could listen to live music while sipping 
on mojitos. A couple hours later, hav-
ing had my share of twirling, I chose 
Bar & Books for a quiet nightcap. 
While fending off admirers, I dreamed 
of what Prague was like when horse-
drawn carriages wheeled the streets 
carrying men in top hats and wom-
en in gowns, and wished I could have 
seen Prague in her glory days.

As I said goodbye to Prague the next 
morning, I knew it would not be the 
last time I wandered her entrancing 
streets.

My Lessons from Prague:
1. Travel to Prague during the week 

to avoid the influx of tourists and bois-
terous stag parties that take over the 
city on weekends.

2. Ladies, do not bring stilettos to 
the city of Prague if you cherish your 
ankles. The cobblestones will be sure 
to twist them.

3. Prague is known for its crystal. 
Leave room in your suitcase for some 
beautiful crystal goblets so that every 
sip of wine you take at home makes 
you feel like Czech royalty.

The author, SA, writes for the pop-
ular and sassy Tales from a Bar Stool 
blog found at www.talesfromabar-
stool.com or www.theprovince.com 
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Stay
The Buddha-Bar Hotel: Jakubská 
649/8; +420 221 776 300
Hotel Yasmin: Politických vězňů 
913/12; +420 234 100 100
Eat 
Grosseto Pizzeria — Marina:  
Alšovo nábřeží
Choco Café: Liliova 4 
La Bodeguita Del Medio: Kaprova 5
Drink
The Buddha-Bar: Jakubská 649/8
Bar and Books: Týnská 1053/21
See
Church of Our Lady before Týn:  
Old Town Square
Old Town Hall Tower:  
Old Town Square
Wallenstein Palace and Garden: 
Letenská
Old Jewish Cemetery: Siroka 3 
entrance at Pinkas Synagogue
The Mucha Museum: Kaunický 
palác, Panská 7

Travel tips

Located in the Old Town part of Prague, the Buddha-Bar Hotel boasts elegant and tasteful rooms (top) as 
well as an enticing bar (below). The city was easily accessible from this location.   — SuBMiTTeD PHOTOS


