
How to Configure a Cisco Switch for the First Time

 

We can connect to switches both locally and via network. We provide this connection with the help of 

programs such as Telnet, Putty and Hyper terminal. In short, to give information about Telnet, Telnet 

stands for “Telecommunication Network”. A TCP / IP protocol developed to connect to a multi-user 

machine on the Internet network from another remote machine and the general name given to 

programs that do this work. Telnet uses port 23. We need to have a user name and password on the 

machine we want to connect with Telnet. The data is not encrypted. 

How to connect to Switch with Telnet? 

1. Run the Start -> Run menu. 

2. At the command prompt, type ”telnet”, leave a space and enter the ip address or hostname of the 

machine you want to connect to and press ENTER. 

3. If you entered the address correctly and you have access to the device, the command line will appear. 

After entering your user name and password, you are now connected to the switch. 

How to connect to Switch in Network with Putty? 

1. Download the Putty program. 

2. Run the Putty program and select Telnet from the Connection Type option. When the Telnet option is 

selected, the Port field will automatically be 23. We simply enter the IP address of the switch to which 

we will connect to the Host Name field and click the open button. 

https://www.sysnettechsolutions.com/en/windows/what-is-telnet-used-for/


3. If you entered the address correctly and you have access to the device, the command line will appear. 

After entering your user name and password, you are now connected to the switch. 

How to connect the Putty and Consol cable to the Switch? 

1. To do this, we need to connect to the switch with the consol cable. Consol cable has one side female 

rs232 and the other side has an RJ-45 connector. (There are different consol cables for different types of 

switches. My consol cable is used for cisco switches.) 

2. We connect the RJ45 end of our Consol cable to the consol port of our switch and the other end to 

the com port of our computer. 

3. If your computer does not have rs232 input, you should use an rs232 to USB converter as shown 

below. 

4. After completing the connection between our computer and the switch, run the Putty program and 

select Serial from Connection Type option. 

5. If you have entered the Com port correctly and you have access to the device, you will see the 

command line. After entering your user name and password, you are now connected to the switch. 

How to connect to Switch in Network with Hyper Terminal? 

1. Download Hyper Terminal. 

2. We run the Hyper Terminal program and give our connection a name and say OK. As I can see below, I 

named it Cisco. 

3. We select TCP / IP (Winsock) from Use when connecting. 

4. Enter the IP address of our switch in the host field, the port will automatically be 23 and continue with 

OK. 

5. If you entered the address correctly and you have access to the device, the command line will appear. 

After entering your user name and password, you are now connected to the switch. 

How to connect the Hyper Terminal and Consol cable to the Switch? 

1. To do this, we need to connect to the switch with the consol cable. Consol cable has one side female 

rs232 and the other side has an RJ-45 connector. 

2. We connect the RJ45 end of our Consol cable to the consol port of our switch and the other end to 

the com port of our computer. 

3. If your computer does not have rs232 input, you should use an rs232 to USB converter as shown 

below. 

4. After completing the connection between our computer and the switch, we run the Hyper Terminal 

program and give our connection a name and say ok. As I can see below, I named it Cisco. 

5. From the Use when connecting option, we select which com port we connect our consol cable to and 

say ok. 

https://www.sysnettechsolutions.com/en/cisco/switch-in-networking/


6. Connection speed 9600 We select flow control Xon / Xoff and say OK. 

7. If you have entered the Com port correctly and you have access to the device, you will see the 

command line. After entering your user name and password, you are now connected to the switch. 
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