Letter of Support for Extension of Production Tax Credit
Dear Chairman Baucus and Chairman Camp:

The undersigned Members of the Colorado delegation urgently request inclusion of a
provision to extend the wind energy production tax credit (PTC) as your conference
negotiates the payroll tax reduction package. In passing this extension, we would urge
the conference committee to include a pay for as well.

The PTC has been very effective in facilitating new market penetration of wind energy
and moving us toward a more diversified and cleaner energy portfolio. A delay in this
extension would do enormous damage to that progress. Since its inception, the wind
PTC has driven economic growth across the nation, including substantial growth in
Colorado. Our state is a wind energy leader, currently generating the third highest
percentage of power from wind of any state in the nation. Colorado is home to several
major wind energy developers and wind turbine manufacturing facilities, employing
upwards of 6,000 workers statewide. We're also home to the National Renewable
Energy Laboratory (NREL), a critical government lab and the world’s premier renewable
energy research facility.

Unless the wind PTC is renewed in the first quarter of this year, new wind energy
development projects and the thousands of jobs associated with those projects are
predicted to drop off precipitously after 2012. This dire situation will be especially
pronounced in Colorado, where we manufacture many of the components for wind
turbines. Wind-related manufacturing workers will be the first to lose their jobs as
developers stop ordering turbines for installation after the PTC ends. Companies with a
footprint in Colorado have already started layoffs and several thousand Colorado jobs
could be lost if the PTC isn’t extended in the near future.

While the PTC is vital to the near-term future of wind energy production in Colorado and
across the nation, the credit should not exist in perpetuity, particularly as the wind
industry matures. Following a prompt extension, we believe that Congress should
engage in a broader conversation about an incremental phase-down of the credit over
the long-term.



