
Indiana Park & Recreation Association    1

Indiana Park & Recreation 
Association
www.INPRA.org

Spring/Summer 
2020

Profile
the 



2   theProfile



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    3



4   theProfile

Mission Statement
The Indiana Park & Recreation Association advances healthy lifestyles and 
environmental stewardship by providing education, professional development, 
resources and advocacy.

Vision Statement 
The Indiana Park & Recreation Association is the premier source of support and 
advancement for parks and recreation providers.

Advertisers 
 2 Rundell Ernstberger Associates, LLC

 3 John Deere

 5 Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf

 6 Commercial Recreation Group

 7 Butler Fairman & Seufert, Inc.

 8 PlayPros

 9 Norwalk Concrete Industries

 14 Recreation inSites, LLC

 15 RATIO Architects, Inc.

 16 MartinRiley Architects Engineers

 18 Miracle Midwest

 19 Spear Corporation 

 20 Tender Turf

 20 Pilot Rock 

 22 Sinclair Recreation, LLC

 23 Lehman & Lehman, Inc.

 23 HWC Engineering

  24 RenoSys

 25 Cripe

 25 Hitchcock Design Group

 25 PROS Consulting, Inc.

 26 Context Design LLC

 26 Buddenbaum & Moore, LLC

 27 Parkreation, Inc.

 28 Midstates Recreation

Inside this issue
 5 Leadership Team

 7 From the Executive Director

 9 From the President

 10 2020 IPRA Annual Conference 
  & Expo Recap

 13 From the Foundation

 17	 Al	Patterson’s	Passion	for	
  Parks will be Greatly Missed

 19 Clarksville Parks Receives 
  2019 IPRA “Outstanding 
  Agency Award”

 21 Evie Kirkwood to Retire 
  After Forty Years

Indiana Park & Recreation Association
107 Logan Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

317.219.5272  
www.inpra.org  

We Need Your Contributions
What makes The Profile a success is your 
input, ideas, experiences, and creativity. 
Please consider sharing your input with 
our network of IPRA members. Artwork 
and photographs are encouraged.

How to Submit
Articles and Photographs to:
IPRA, The Profile
107 Logan Street
Noblesville, IN 46060
317.219.5272  
lindsey@inpra.org  

Publication Schedule
Spring
Content Deadline - February 21
May Distribution
Summer
Content Deadline - May 15
July Distribution
Winter
Content Deadline - October 1
December Distribution

Advertising Sales
Felisha Canillas
felisha@inpra.org

Editorial Committee
Felisha Canillas
Courtnie Pettigrew

Editor
Lindsey Houston
lindsey@inpra.org

Publisher
Indiana Correctional Industries
317.955.6800
www.IndianaCorrectionalIndustries.com

Front Cover photo credit: 
Cover Photo Credit: Carmel Clay Parks 
and Recreation
Photos and background images 
throughout publication, attributed to: 
Freepik.com

Connect with us:

 facebook.com/INParkandRec

 @INParkandRec

 instagram.com/inparkandrec



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    5

2020 IPRA Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Lora Helmick
Washington Township Parks

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Chip Orner
Franklin Parks and Recreation

PAST PRESIDENT
Dominic Cornett
Whitestown Parks and Recreation

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Dan McGuire
Valpo Parks

NORTHERN DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES
Patti Davis
Fort Wayne Parks & Recreation

Savannah Solgere
Whitestown Parks & Recreation

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES
Travis Tranbarger
Brownsburg Parks & Recreation

Kimberly Campbell
Indy Parks

NATURAL RESOURCES TRAILS & 
GREENWAYS REPRESENTATIVE
Jacob Brinkman
City of Indianapolis

AQUATICS CHAIR
Jordan Brouillard
Plainfield	Parks	and	Recreation

RECREATION & PROGRAMMING 
REPRESENTATIVE
VACANT

NEW & YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
Nichole Haberlin
PROS Consulting, Inc.

CORPORATE REPRESENTATIVES
Ryan Cambridge
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf

Tricia Leminger
Frost Brown Todd LLC

ELECTED OFFICIAL
Matthew Snyder
DB Engineering, LLC

EX-OFFICIO MEMBER
Lisa D. Nye
Executive Director
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

IPRA STAFF 
Lindsey Houston
Membership & Marketing Coordinator
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

Felisha Canillas
Development Coordinator
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

Courtnie Pettigrew
Indiana Park & Recreation Association



6   theProfile



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    7

From the Executive Director
By Lisa D. Nye
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

It’s	hard	to	believe	that	spring	is	here!	This	spring	looks	different	
from what we are used to in our Indiana parks. The playgrounds and 
baseball diamonds may be empty, but parks remain an important 
space for all to enjoy. Despite many closures, most parks have 
remained open and eager to serve. Thank you for all you do to 
maintain a safe and engaging space for your communities. IPRA is 
here	to	serve	you	during	these	difficult	times.	Please	let	me	know	how	
we are doing and if there are ways we can better serve you. 

2020 started out on a positive note for the Indiana Park and 
Recreation Association. The IPRA Annual Conference took place 
February 11-13, 2020 at the Horizon Convention Center in Muncie, 
Indiana. Muncie hosted one of our most successful conferences to 
date. The expo hall featured over 95 vendors, our largest expo hall 
ever. Thank you to our attendees, sponsors, vendors, speakers, 
and volunteers for making it a success. Thank you to our Title 
Sponsor, Midstates Recreation. Your continued support of IPRA 
is deeply appreciated. A special thank you to our Silver Sponsors, 
PlaygroundEquipment.com and PlayPros. We look forward to 
announcing the 2021 IPRA Conference and Expo soon.

As we all know, it has been a time 
of change for both IPRA and our 
loyal members. To remain socially 
distant, IPRA has offered virtual events on emerging topics 
in the industry. I hope you have had the opportunity to join 
us on the weekly Town Halls and Roundtables. IPRA will 
continue to offer virtual opportunities to discuss important 
topics,	network,	and	engage	with	each	other.	It’s	more	
important than ever to stay connected and support one 
another. 

IPRAConnect.org is the perfect place to stay up-to-date 
on the latest information, resources, and ideas in the 
field	of	parks	and	recreation.	Create	an	account	and	
join	the	discussion	today.	You’ll	have	the	opportunity	to	
join multiple groups and connect personally with other 
professionals and vendors. Information and resources are 
posted to IPRA Connect daily. You can create an account 
by going to ipraconnect.org. Please reach out if you have 
any issues with the process.  

As news and information is changing rapidly, our 
COVID-19 Resource page has continued to be one of 
our most visited pages on our website. We will continue 
to update it weekly with important information for our 
members. Please utilize this page and share any 
resources you may have.

Last,	I	want	to	thank	the	team	at	the	IPRA	office	for	being	
able to quickly respond to the necessary operational 
changes and ensure that members continue to be our 
focus each day.  

Be safe. Be well. 
We’ll get through this together.

#INThisTogether
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From the President
By Lora Helmick, Washington Township - Avon, 2020 IPRA President

IPRA	Profile	President’s	Report
I am excited to start off the year as your 
newly appointed President for the Indiana 
Park and Recreation Association. This is a 
position that I have wanted for many years 
and	I’m	excited	to	get	the	year	start.

The Indiana Park and Recreation 
Association holds a special place in 
my heart, as this was the location of 
my internship, after completing my 
bachelors in Recreation and Sports 
Management at Indiana State University. 
After completion of my internship, I 
moved on to Brownsburg Indiana, and 
served as the Recreation Coordinator for 
Brownsburg Parks. In this position I was 
able to immerse myself in everything parks 
and recreation had to offer, by providing 
programming to an ever changing and 
growing community. After being promoted 
to Community Recreation Manager and 
four years with Brownsburg, I accepted 
a position back in my hometown of Avon, 
Indiana. I accepted the position of Director 
of Parks for Washington Township Parks. 
I’ve	now	been	serving	proudly	as	Director	
for the last 5 years and have learned a 
lot in this position by doubling our parks 

staff and opening our second park in 
Washington Township. Pecar Park opened 
in April of 2019.

In 2016 I started serving IPRA on the 
State Conference Committee when we 
were in Indy. After a few years under my 
belt I was asked to co-chair the 2019 
State Conference at French Lick Resort in 
French Lick. I started serving on the IPRA 
board in 2018 as the Programming Chair. 
In 2019 I was elected as President-Elect 
for the association and had the privilege of 
working alongside Lisa and the IPRA Staff 
to plan the 2020 conference in beautiful 
Muncie, IN.

What a great 2020 conference we had in 
Muncie this year. We saw record numbers 
of attendance, vendors, and donations 
to the foundation. I would like to thank 
all the members of the 2020 Conference 
Committee and the IPRA Staff for their 
help in planning such a successful year. 
I’m	working	with	Lisa	now	to	determine	the	
location	for	next	year’s	events.

Right now, as Recreation Professionals 
we find ourselves in a difficult time for 

the world and 
our economy. 
We ourselves in 
a spot with out answers and wondering 
where our departments will be months or 
even weeks from now, with a virus that 
we know little about. I can assure you that 
the board is working together with our 
legal representatives to figure out what 
these closures mean for us and what our 
rights are. I encourage each of you to 
lean on each other for advice and tips to 
get through this isolation. IPRA now has 
the IPRAConnect forum which could be 
a great platform to share and help each 
other through this time. We will send out 
important information as it comes.

This year, I plan to move forward on the 
Project Relevance committee that Dominic 
Cornett put together. Through this group 
we hope to create advocacy throughout 
Indiana. Several of our trainings, district 
meetings and the Dollars for Scholars Golf 
Outing will be rescheduled due to social 
distancing. The IPRA Board of Directors 
and I will continue to work jointly to ensure 
that the work and voices of our members 
are heard. Stay happy and stay healthy.
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The 2020 IPRA Annual Conference & 
Expo provided the perfect opportunity to 
come together with industry professionals, 
share ideas and work together to continue 
to create and maintain important public 
spaces.

The conference event began on Tuesday, 
February 11, three different summits: 
director’s,	programmer’s,	and	student.	
Attendees were encouraged to explore 
and eat lunch at many of the downtown 
Muncie	eateries.	Then	attend	first	day	
education sessions.

Conference	officially	kicked	off	with	the	
opening kickoff reception in the Expo Hall 
Tuesday evening, sponsored by CHA and 
Miracle Midwest. The room was buzzing 
with excitement from the conference goers 
playing various games and networking. A 
highlight for the attendees was Midstate 
Recreation’s	interactive	Play	Arch.	

Over 90 exhibitors were in attendance this 
year and offered services from playground, 
exercise and lawn mowing equipment 
to architecture design and everything in 
between!	Many	exhibitors	described	the	
event	as	their	best	show	ever!	“The	exhibit	
hall was very active, and the attendees 
were engaging. Overall, it was a very 
positive experience,” said an exhibitor. 
Attendees enjoyed the opportunity to 

engage with exhibitors and were pleased 
with the variety of vendors in attendance 
and appreciated the addition of fresh new 
faces and exhibitors. 

Following the kickoff event, new members 
gathered at 625 TapHouse for the New 
Member Reception, sponsored by 
Recreation inSites, LLC, Muncie Delaware 
County Visitors Bureau, and the Indiana 
Parks and Recreation Foundation. 
Attendees were greeted by the IPRF 
Board of directors and had the opportunity 
to learn more about IPRA. One attendee 
expressed “the new member event was 
wonderful and really helped me associate 
faces with people that I saw throughout 
the conference who I could turn to and ask 
for help.”

IPRA tried something new this year and 
it	was	a	hit!	Conference	attendees	spent	
their Tuesday evening at Progressive 
Socials. A big thank you to Midstates 
Recreation, Butler Fairman & Seufert, 
and Snider Recreation for hosting rooms 
during the event. Midstates Recreation 
chose a carnival theme, complete with 
games, cotton candy, and many exciting 
giveaways. Butler Fairman & Seufert 
chose the ever popular Parks and 
Recreation television show to feature in 
their	room.	Attendees	enjoyed	waffles	
and bacon, DJ Roomba, and many 

giveaways,	including	Ron	Swanson’s	
famous breakfast artwork. Snider 
Recreation was the proud sponsor of our 
final	room,	guests	enjoyed	a	green	screen	
photobooth, music, and popcorn during 
the evening. 

Wednesday, February 12, was a jam-
packed day of education sessions, 
networking in the expo hall and attending 
the Keynote Luncheon, sponsored 
by	Landscape	Structures.	This	year’s	
keynote	speaker	was	Glenn	Bill.	Glenn’s	
high energy could be felt throughout 
the keynote address. He shared how 
to elevate attitude and create ultimate 
success in all aspects of life. 

Wednesday’s	events	also	included	the	
Cocktail Hour and Awards Banquet, 
sponsored by Recreation Unlimited. 
Attendee’s	honored	and	celebrated	the	
achievements of fellow park and recreation 
professionals with an evening of cocktails 
and celebration. This year, Evie Kirkwood 
of St. Joseph County Parks, received the 
Distinguished Life Member award. Evie 
has served St. Joseph County Parks since 
1978 and will retire in May. Her service 
to the parks department has been full of 
incredible growth and development, staff 
culture and most importantly, hard work.

2020 IPRA Annual Conference & Expo Recap
By Courtnie Pettigrew and Felisha Canillas

Story continued on page 12
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2019 Awards of Excellence Winners

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Dominic Cornett
Whitestown Parks & Recreation 

LEADERSHIP AWARDS
DISTINGUISHED LIFE MEMBER
Evie Kirkwood

OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL
Joenne Pope

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL
Lora Helmick

OUTSTANDING AGENCY
Clarksville Parks & Recreation 

CORPORATE PARTNER OF THE YEAR
Healthcare Foundation of La Porte

DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN
Elliot Phillips

ELECTED OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR
Congressman Pete Visclosky

PROJECT & PROGRAM AWARDS
THE EXCELLENCE IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Indy	Parks	Blake’s	Garden

THE EXCEPTIONAL FACILITY DESIGN
Kevin Hammersmith Memorial Park

THE EXCEPTIONAL PARK DESIGN
Helen Pecar Memorial Park

INNOVATIVE PROGRAM
Indy Parks Camp Waterpalooza

CREATIVE EVENT
Bluffton Parks Yarn Bombing

INCLUSION PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE
Goshen Parks & Recreation

EXCELLENCE IN RESOURCE IMPROVEMENT
Bellaboo’s	Imagination	Garden

CLARK KETCHUM CONSERVATION
Gibson Woods Nature 
Preserve 
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After the banquet, attendees were invited 
to 625 TapHouse for Trivia sponsored by 
Sinclair Recreation, LLC. where they put 
their knowledge on the line. Everyone 
playing had a great time, but the teams 
that	were	in	the	lead	really	knew	their	stuff!	

We	finished	off	the	night	with	a	Southern	
Rock Concert featuring Flynnville Train, 
sponsored by Recreation Unlimited. 
Where attendees sang and danced along 
to	the	music.	This	was	the	first	concert	
IPRA hosted during Conference and it was 
a	great	success!		

The conference concluded on Thursday, 
Feb.	13	with	a	morning	filled	with	
education	sessions.	This	year’s	agenda	
included over 45 education sessions 
focused on some of the hottest topics 
facing parks and recreation professionals 
with sessions on youth development, 
inclusive play and accessibility, 
fundraising, cost center planning, working 
with volunteers, facility maintenance and 
much	more!

IPRA strives to make a difference in all 
the communities we visit and proudly 
support charitable organizations in their 
efforts to change lives. As a result, IPRA 
teamed up the YMCA and YWCA and held 
a donation drive and proudly presented 
the organizations with personal care items, 
camp necessities, and much more. 

The	Title	Sponsor	for	this	year’s	
conference was Midstates Recreation 
(formerly Playworld Midstates). This was 
their fourth consecutive year proudly 
serving as the title sponsor, and without 

them,	this	event	would	not	be	possible!	
Their company is a full-service dealership 
that represents the best recreational 
products in the industry.

PlayPros returned this year as a Silver 
Sponsor	for	their	second	time!	PlayPros,	
locally owned and operated right here in 
Indiana, offers top of the line commercial 
playground equipment through Landscape 
Structures, and only the best in 
prefabricated recreational shelters through 
Poligon. 

New this year was PlaygoundEquipment.
com as a Silver Sponsor. 
PlaygroundEquipment.com is a full-service 
web-based playground equipment provider. 
From their wide selection of structures, 
swings, surfacing, and even installation 
our company ensures that all of your 
playground needs are met.

Recreation Unlimited was our Cocktail, 
Awards Banquet, and Social Sponsor. 

Recreation Unlimited is one of the largest 
commercial dealers for playground 
equipment in the state of Indiana. They 
have been around for over 25 years and 
installed hundreds of commercial type 
products in and around Indiana.

Other sponsors include: CHA, Miracle 
Midwest, Landscape Structures, Sinclair 
Recreation, Snider Recreation, Musco 
Lighting, BF&S, Recreation inSites, 
Bakertilly Municipal Advisors, Rundell 
Ernstberger Associates and Muncie 
Visitors Bureau. 

Thanks to the devoted members of the 
Indiana Park and Recreation Association, 
the 2020 IPRA Annual Conference and 
Expo was another great success. We hope 
to	see	everyone	at	next	year’s	conference	
as we continue to build a solid foundation 
and	a	bright	future	in	the	field	of	parks	and	
recreation	right	here	in	Indiana!

2020 IPRA Annual Conference & Expo Recap 
Continued from page 10
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 1. Allison Shook, Plymouth Park Department
 2. Megan Thompson, Huntington Parks and Recreation
 3. Angela Moody, Thorntown Park Department
 4. Amber Cowell, Culver Park Department
 5. Jennifer Hotchkiss, North Manchester Parks & Recreation
 6. Mayra Acosta, East Chicago Park & Recreation
 7. William Wilson, Clarksville Parks
 8. Sasha Mateer, Lake County Parks & Recreation
 9. Mike Baumer, City of Batesville Parks
 10. Angel McKenna, Beech Grove Parks Department
 11. Michelle Spalding, City of Richmond 
  Parks & Recreation Department
 12. Thomas Hannan, City of Beech Grove Parks Department
 13. Tim Yost, Winchester Parks Department 

Lora Helmick
Conference Chair  
Washington Township Parks 
and Recreation

Dominic Cornett
Whitestown Parks & Recreation

Will Lacey
Socials Committee
Danville Parks and Recreation 

Mike Clendenen
Volunteer Committee
New Haven-Adams Township 
Parks & Recreation

Austin Hochstetler
Education Committee
PROS Consulting, Inc. 

David Bault
Education Committee
Greencastle Parks and Recreation 

Phil Cornelius
Education Committee
Brownsburg Parks & Recreation

Brittany Davis
Education Committee
Indy Parks

Erin Brown
Expo Hall Committee
PlaygroundEquipment.com

Gregory Silcox
New Member Committee
CHA

Annette Harden
Expo Hall Committee   
Indy Parks

Zach Hansel
Expo Hall Committee         
Let’s Go Sports

Milele Kennedy
Expo Hall Committee
Indy Parks

Tiffany Polzin
Expo Hall Committee         
PlayPros

Rich Sinclair
Expo Hall Committee    
Sinclair Recreation, LLC

Dan Dunten
New Member Committee
West Lafayette Parks 
and Recreation

Trilby Berry-Tayman
New Member Committee
Washington Township Parks 
and Recreation

Nichole Haberlin
New Member Committee
PROS Consulting, Inc.

Staphani Masa
New Member Committee
Washington Township Parks 
and Recreation

Lisa Nye
IPRA

Lindsey Houston
IPRA

Felisha Canillas
IPRA

Courtnie Pettigrew 
IPRA

Thank You to the 2020 IPRA Conference Committee

2020 IPRF Scholarship 
Winners
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From the Foundation

To honor the contributions and legacy of John Lester, the Indiana Parks and Recreation Foundation 
has established the John M. Lester Scholarship Fund.

Mr. John Martin Lester, of Franklin Indiana, passed away in August of 2019. John earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Recreation from Indiana University and then graduated from IUPUI 
with	a	Master’s	in	Public	Administration.	He	was	the	owner	of	Lester	Recreation	Design	LLC	for	18	
years and prior to that had been employed with the Carmel-Clay Parks and Recreation Department 
in Carmel, Indiana as well as the Department of Parks and Recreation for the City of Indianapolis.

John was an advocate of leisure services and was an active member and past president of IPRA. 
He always led by example and displayed a true passion for parks and recreation. The John M. 
Lester Scholarship Fund will be used to provide continuing education for recreation professionals, 
scholarships for students, and to support new research in the field of parks and recreation.

Supporting park professionals families and communities 
through scholarships programs and partnerships

Honoring a Legacy – John M. Lester 
Scholarship Fund

John Lester will be remembered 
by as a leader who paved the 

way for many parks 
and recreation professionals 

in the state of Indiana.

To support the John M. Leter Scholarship Fund, visit: http://www.inpra.org/foundation 
or contact Felisha Canillas at: felisha@inpra.org
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After a career of overseeing the 
development of award-winning parks for 
Hamilton County, Al Patterson is saying 
farewell. His retirement announcement 
was made to a gathering of park 
employees last Thursday in Cool Creek 
Nature	Center,	a	facility	that	was	built	five	
years into his nearly 28-year run as the 
park	department’s	director.	The	nature	
center, which now attracts 50,000 visitors 
annually, is an example of the approach 
Patterson took when envisioning the future 
of parks and recreation in Hamilton County 
when he was named Superintendent of 
Parks for Hamilton County in 1992. “At that 
time, I was responsible for park property 
that totaled just 191 acres,” Patterson 
states. Today, the department oversees 
operations of thirteen parks covering 1,600 
acres throughout the county, including 
its largest – Strawtown Koteewi Park.  
Because	of	the	director’s	firm	commitment	
to keeping the parks relevant, guests to 
a county park may enjoy experiences 
ranging from relaxed bird watching to 
heart-pounding ziplining.

Under his directorship, the park 
department acquired and then developed 
well-known parks such as Cool Creek 

Park,	Coxhall	Gardens,	Potter’s	Bridge	
Park and Strawtown Koteewi Park. Each 
of these parks, like the balance of the park 
properties in the park system, was uniquely 
developed,	with	the	agency’s	mission	
and the future recreational needs of the 
community in mind.  

Hamilton County Commissioner Mark 
Heirbrandt, having worked with Patterson 
for eight years, observed “When I think 
of Hamilton County Parks, I think of Al 
Patterson and his forward thinking vision to 
bring transformational concepts that make 
our parks a destination not only in Indiana, 
but throughout the Midwest.”

Patterson is quick to point out that the 
success he has achieved has required the 
help of not only a team of dedicated and 
talented staff and a supportive park board 
and	elected	officials,	but	also	the	love	and	
support of his wife Laura and their children 
Aaron and Kate. “My family has become 
as much a part of this park department as 
I have, and I will be forever indebted to 
them	for	the	roles	they’ve	played	in	helping	
me build this department throughout my 
career,” Patterson added.

Professionals in the parks and recreation 
field	that	know	Patterson	acknowledge	
that he will be sorely missed as a staunch 
advocate for parks. “When speaking 
about parks with governors, congressional 
members, state representatives or just 
a single park visitor, there is no better 
messenger,” stated  Chris McConnell, 
Parks and Recreation Superintendent for 
the	city	of	Westfield,	Indiana,	and	former	
county park staff member. Park staff will 
tell you that Al not only knows how to 
manage a park, he knows how to ENJOY 
a	park!		Whether	catching	the	unusual	
mating rituals of Woodcocks played out 
at Strawtown Koteewi Park or casting a 
fishing	line	in	the	calm	waters	of	Coxhall	
Gardens, Al has truly earned his moniker 
as “The Park Guy.”

What’s	next	for	Patterson?	“Laura	and	
I are proud grandparents of a beautiful 
baby boy and we plan on spending more 
time with him and family in Wisconsin,” 
Patterson says with his trademarked smile 
that many have come to recognize, and 
one that will also be greatly missed. 

Al Patterson’s Passion for Parks 
will be Greatly Missed
By Don Nicholls, Resource Development Specialist, Hamilton County Parks and Recreation

Hamilton County Parks Director Al Patterson (fifth from left) participating in the Cool Creek Nature 
Center’s groundbreaking ceremony in 1997. Hamilton County Commissioner, Steve Dillinger is 
standing to Mr. Patterson’s left, and Brad Beaver, Hamilton County Council member can be seen on 
the far left, back row.
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Southern Indiana can now claim it is home 
to one of the best parks and recreation 
departments in the Hoosier state. The 
Clarksville Parks and Recreation was 
award the 2019 “Outstanding Agency 
Award” last week at the Indiana Parks and 
Recreation Association (IPRA) Conference 
in Muncie, Indiana.

According to IPRA, the Outstanding 
Agency	Award	identifies	an	exceptional	
IPRA agency who shows involvement 
and	significant	contributions	to	the	
parks	and	recreation	field.	This	agency	
strives to improve the quality of life to 
both their community and to the state of 
Indiana. Every year, parks and recreation 
departments from across the state of 
Indiana submit self-nominations in hopes 
of claiming the award. Those nominations 
are then reviewed, and representatives 
from other state parks associations in 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio select the 

winner. Clarksville Parks and Recreation 
was selected as the winner for 2019.  

While receiving the award is an honor 
for the department, the timing of the 
award makes it even more special for the 
Clarksville	Parks	staff.	That’s	because	
long-time Superintendent Brian Kaluzny 
recently announced that he would be 
retiring in April 2020. Kaluzny has been 
leading the department for more than 
26 years, and is responsible for many of 
the parks and facilities that Clarksville 
residents enjoy today. The most recent 
changes include a multi-million dollar 
renovation to the Clarksville Family Aquatic 
Center, the building of the new Gateway 
Park, which hosts many town festivals and 
events, and the completion of the Lewis 
and	Clark	Trail.	The	trail	is	the	final	portion	
of the Ohio River Greenway, a 7-mile multi-
use path connecting the three communities 
of Clarksville, Jeffersonville, and New 
Albany.

The Clarksville Parks Board has already 
voted to promote Assistant Superintendent 
BJ Nelson-Lynton in hopes of building 
on	the	success	of	Kaluzny’s	leadership.		
Nelson-Lynton has spent her entire career 
with Clarksville Parks and Recreation, 
serving in several positions along the way.  
She says Kaluzny will be hard to replace.

“Clarksville’s	Parks	and	Facilities	would	
not be what they are today without the 
leadership and vision of Brian Kaluzny,” 
said Assistant Superintendent BJ Nelson-
Lynton. “While I understand that I have 
some	big	shoes	to	fill,	I	am	ready	and	
excited for the challenges ahead.”

Clarksville Parks Receives 2019 IPRA 
“Outstanding Agency Award”
By Ken Conklin, Communications Director, Clarksville Parks and Recreation
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It’s	not	uncommon	for	someone	to	push	
their	grocery	cart	alongside	Evie’s	to	ask	
her about a turtle they saw or a plant in 
their woods. Throughout her 40 years at 
St. Joseph County Parks, and as host of 
“Outdoor Elements” on regional public 
television, Evie has become known for her 
passion and enthusiasm for natural areas, 
and the plants and animals that live within 
them.

Evie began her career as an interpretive 
naturalist at Beaver Lake Nature Center in 
New York State. From there, she landed 
an internship at St. Joseph County Parks 
and stuck. Over the years she worked in 
numerous positions including park ranger 
and leisure services manager. As director, 
Evie brought her commitment to programs 
that connect people with nature and the 
outdoors. 

From bicycle enthusiasts to area 
retirement communities, Evie credits 
collaborative partnerships to achieve 
projects and initiatives within the St. 
Joseph County Parks.

To provide visitor access to a newly 
established state nature preserve, 
she forged a partnership with the 
IDNR to jointly manage the site that 
harbors threatened plants, and she was 
instrumental in developing a 30-acre 
globally-unique environmental research 

facility, in partnership with the University of 
Notre	Dame,	at	St.	Patrick’s	County	Park.	

She has a fondness for caring for historic 
treasures, too, and fostered the restoration 
of the 13-acre living pine tree sign planted 
in the 1930s to spell “Studebaker” at 
Bendix Woods County Park. 

Some successes involved a little bit of luck. 
“When the County Commissioners said 
they	would	‘give’	us	a	closed	landfill	for	
greenspace, I was pessimistic, but then the 
birds came,” says Kirkwood. 

Today the Crone Restoration Area is a 
prime birding location where endangered 
grassland species nest. 

With	Evie’s	guidance,	the	St.	Joseph	
County Parks Foundation has undergone 
a complete revitalization most recently 
completing	a	significant	capital	campaign	
to create the 1.5-acre River Ramble 
Natural PlayScape, scheduled to open this 
year.

Evie	jokes	that	she’s	been	around	so	long	
that she coordinated both the 25th- and 
50th-anniversaries of the St. Joseph 
County Parks. Her activities also reached 
deep into the community and beyond. She 
served	as	St.	Joseph	County’s	co-chair	for	
Indiana’s	Bicentennial,	launched	a	driving	
trail	highlighting	South	Bend’s	automotive	

heritage, and helped develop the new 
Indiana Birding Trail, a statewide tourism 
effort. 

She’s	also	served	in	leadership	roles	with	
the National Association for Interpretation 
and the Great Lakes Park Training Institute 
and assisted in initiatives for IPRA and 
NRPA. In 2005, she traveled to South 
Korea with an international delegation of 
park interpreters to provide training and 
share best practices. 

There was no chance of “coasting” through 
her last several weeks as director. In 
the throes of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with many parks and recreation entities 
being	classified	as	“essential	services”	
by	government	officials,	she	says	she’s	
never been prouder of being a parks 
professional. “The response by parks 
departments in Indiana and across the 
country has been inspiring.” 

“I’ve	been	blessed	with	a	supportive	parks	
board, and a dynamic parks foundation, 
but	it’s	my	co-workers	who	make	the	parks	
shine and the programs sparkle,” says 
Kirkwood. “It will be fun watching both the 
staff and the parks continue to grow.” 

Evie Kirkwood to Retire After Forty Years
By Joseph Dits, South Bend Tribune



22   theProfile



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    23

Indiana Park 
and Recreation 

Association
Connect with us:

facebook.com/INParkandRec

@INParkandRec

instagram.com/inparkandrec
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October 8, 2020
Eagle Creek Golf Course

The	Indiana	Park	and	Recreation	Foundation’s	(IPRF)	
annual Dollars for Scholars Golf Outing will be Fall 2020 
at Eagle Creek Golf Course. We look forward to another 
successful year of raising funds for the IPRF Scholarship 
Fund, which supports the continuing education of park 
professionals & students in Indiana. 

We	can’t	wait	to	see	you	
in	October!

Dollars for Scholars 
Golf Outing
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Noblesville, IN 46060


