
Indiana Park & Recreation Association    1

Indiana Park & Recreation 
Association
www.INPRA.org Profile

the 
Spring 2019



2   theProfile



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    3



4   theProfile

Inside this issue
 5 Leadership Team

 7 From the Executive Director

 9 From the President

 10 2019 IPRA Annual Conference 
  & Expo Recap

 15 Aquatic Facility Operation Training

 17 From the Foundation 

 19 Indianapolis Utility Named 
  Corporate Partner of the Year

Indiana Park & Recreation Association
107 Logan Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

317.219.5272  
www.inpra.org  

We Need Your Contributions
What makes The Profile a success is your 
input, ideas, experiences, and creativity. 
Please consider sharing your input with 
our network of IPRA members. Artwork 
and photographs are encouraged.

How to Submit
Articles and Photographs to:
IPRA, The Profile
107 Logan Street
Noblesville, IN 46060
317.219.5272  
lindsey@inpra.org  

Publication Schedule
Spring
Content Deadline - February 21
May Distribution
Summer
Content Deadline - May 15
July Distribution
Winter
Content Deadline - October 1
December Distribution

Advertising Sales
Felisha Canillas
felisha@inpra.org

Editorial Committee
Felisha Canillas

Editor
Lindsey Houston
lindsey@inpra.org

Publisher
Indiana Correctional Industries
317.955.6800
www.IndianaCorrectionalIndustries.com

Front Cover photo credit: 
City of Noblesville Parks and Recreation

Photos and background images 
throughout publication, attributed to: 
Freepik.com

Connect with us:

 facebook.com/INParkandRec

 @INParkandRec

 instagram.com/inparkandrec

Mission Statement
The Indiana Park & Recreation Association advances healthy lifestyles and 
environmental stewardship by providing education, professional development, 
resources and advocacy.

Vision Statement 
The Indiana Park & Recreation Association is the premier source of support and 
advancement for parks and recreation providers.

 20 Three Generations of Play 
  at the Columbus Commons

 25 Annual Party in the Park

 27 The New Haven-Adams Township 
  Parks & Recreation Department 
  Shares in the 2018 Stellar Designation

 29	 Noblesville	Parks’	Randy	Neff	
  Receives IPRA Distinguished Life 
  Member Honor

Advertisers 
 2 Rundell Ernstberger Associates
 3 Recreation Unlimited
 5 Spear Corporation
 6 MartinRiley
 7 Lehman & Lehman, Inc.
 8 John Deere
 9 HWC Engineering
 13 Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf
 14 PlayPros
 15 Context Design
 16 RenoSys Corporation
 18 Sinclair Recreation, LLC
 22 Butler Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
 23 Miracle Midwest
 24 Recreation inSites, LLC
 25 Forest Commodities, Inc.
 26 RATIO Design
 26 Buddenbaum & Moore, LLC
 28 Meyer Najem
 28 PROS Consulting, Inc.
 30 Frost Brown Todd, LLC
 30 Norwalk Concrete Industries
 31 Parkreation
 32 Midstates Recreation



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    5

2019 IPRA Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Dominic Cornett
Indy Parks & Recreation

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Lora Helmick
Washington Township Parks

PAST PRESIDENTS
Mike Hoffmeister
Noblesville Parks & Recreation

Will Lacy
Danville Parks & Recreation

Dan McGuire
Valpo Parks

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Dan McGuire
Valp Parks

NORTHERN DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES
Patti Davis
Fort Wayne Parks & Recreation

Nathan Messer
Whitestown Parks & Recreation

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES
Travis Tranbarger
Brownsburg Parks & Recreation

Bill Ream
Bloomington Parks & Recreation

NATURAL RESOURCES TRAILS & 
GREENWAYS REPRESENTATIVE
Jacob Brinkman
City of Indianapolis

AQUATICS CHAIR
Chelsea Price
Bloomington Parks and Recreation

RECREATION & PROGRAMMING 
REPRESENTATIVE
Brittany Davis
Indy Parks & Recreation

NEW & YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
Nichole Haberlin
Noblesville Parks & Recreation

CORPORATE REPRESENTATIVES
Ryan Cambridge
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf

Tricia Leminger
Frost Brown Todd, LLC

ELECTED OFFICIAL
Matthew Snyder
DB Engineering, LLC

EX-OFFICIO MEMBER
Lisa D. Nye
Executive Director,
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

IPRA STAFF 
Lindsey Houston
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

Felisha Canillas
Indiana Park & Recreation Association



6   theProfile



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    7

From the Executive Director
By Lisa D. Nye, Indiana Park & Recreation Association

It’s	hard	to	believe	that	spring	is	finally	
here! I look forward to the transition from 
winter to spring each year. Our parks 
are	in	bloom	and	visitors	are	finally	
enjoying	the	sunshine.	This	spring,	I’ve	
had the opportunity to visit many park 
departments that are doing wonderful 
things	for	their	communities.	It’s		been	
a phenomenal experience to see all 
the innovation created by dedicated 
park professionals. Thank you to the 
departments	of	Anderson,	Greenfield,	
Marion, Muncie, Richmond, Fortville 
and all the others who have graciously 
hosted	me	in	recent	months.	I’m	looking	
forward to visiting many more of you in 
the coming weeks.

Spring also brings new board members 
to the Indiana Parks and Recreation 
Association. I want to welcome each 
of the new members; Patti Davis, Nate 
Messer, Chelsea Price, Jacob Brinkman 
and Ryan Cambridge who will be led by 
our 2019 President, Dominic Cornett. We 
are happy to have your fresh ideas and 
creativity. Our 2020 board nominations 
will open in June. Please consider 
joining	our	efforts	to	grow	IPRA’s	reach	
in 2020. 

As we look back on the 
beginning of 2019, we 
celebrate the 2019 IPRA 
Conference and Expo. It 
was a pleasure to host 
our conference at the 
French Lick Resort. I hope 
you had the opportunity 
to learn, network, and 
grow during your time in 
French Lick. Thank you to 
the conference planning 
committee, sponsors, 
vendors, and attendees 
for making this event a 
success. A special thank 
you to our Title Sponsor, 
Midstates Recreation. We 
appreciate your continued 
support of IPRA. 

As we look forward to the 
remainder of 2019, I would 
like to share some exciting 
items IPRA and IPRF are 
working on. 

Photo Contest
Be on the lookout for our 2019 IPRA 
Photo Contest. The contest will begin 
in June and run through July. Park 
agencies are encouraged to submit 
photographs that highlight their 
communities and parks. The winner has 
an opportunity to be featured on a future 
cover	of	the	Profile	magazine.	Keep	an	
eye on your inbox for more details to 
come soon! 

2019 Party in the Park
Planning is underway for the 2019 
Indiana Parks and Recreation 
Foundation’s	Party	in	the	Park.	I	hope	
to see you Saturday, September 7, 2019 
at Federal Hill Commons in Noblesville. 
Join us for live music, featuring My 
Yellow Rickshaw, food trucks, local 
craft breweries, wellness vendors, and 
children’s	activities.	Tickets	will	go	on	
sale	beginning	in	June.	You	don’t	want	
to miss this event as we raise money for 
the IPRA Foundation Scholarship Fund!  

2020 IPRA 
Conference 
and Expo
I’m	excited	to	officially	announce	the	
location of the 2020 IPRA Conference 
and Expo. Join us February 11-13, 
2020	at	the	Horizon	Convention	Center	
in downtown Muncie, Indiana. The 
Horizon	Convention	Center	is	located	
in	the	newly	revitalized	downtown,	
which offers a variety of restaurants, 
breweries, entertainment and shopping. 
The attached Courtyard by Marriott 
offers ease of accessibility to your room 
and Thr3e Wise Men Brewing Company. 
This unique hotel also houses the 
Erskine Green Training Institute, a post-
secondary hospitality training center for 
people with disabilities. Muncie has so 
much to offer, you do not want to miss 
what we have planned for 2020! Please 
reach out if you have suggestions or an 
interest in helping with the planning. 

Thank you for being a valued member 
of IPRA. I look forward to a successful 
2019 and beyond! 
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From the President
By Dominic Cornett, Indy Parks & Recreation, 2019 IPRA President

As the newly appointed president of the 
Indiana Parks and Recreation Association 
in 2019, I am truly honored to lead such a 
passionate group of professionals. 

I am just as passionate about helping 
our city, county, and state parks. For 12 
years, I have served in various roles with 
Indy Parks and Recreation. As the Senior 
Manager of Community Partnerships, 
I develop and maintain relationships 
between Indy Parks, sponsors, and 
volunteer	groups	including	nonprofits,	
businesses, schools, and others. 
Additionally, I oversee My City My Park, a 
movement to spur personal and corporate 
volunteerism,	financial	support,	and	
adoption of city park spaces and programs 
in Indianapolis.

In 2018, I served as the Co-Chair of 
the National Parks and Recreation 
Conference (NRPA). Thank you all for 
making the event a success. From having 
representatives from many of parks to 
the impressive education sessions and 
networking opportunities, we were truly 
able to show our Hoosier hospitality 
here in the Circle City. We welcomed 
over 8,000 visitors in downtown Indy 
and helped guests discover nearby city 
attractions with engaging off-site institutes.  

It was great to see everyone for our 
2019 IPRA Annual Conference in French 
Lick. I applaud the efforts of the entire 
conference planning committee for all the 
hard work and dedication that went into 
planning a fun, educational, and inspiring 
2019 conference. 

I	can’t	wait	to	
see you at the 
IPRF Dollars for 
Scholars Golf Outing on Tuesday, May 
14th at the beautiful Eagle Creek Golf 
Course.	Don’t	delay,	get	your	teams	
signed up now! We are also kicking off 
another super fun Party in the Park event 
on Saturday, September 7th. This activity-
filled	family	day	will	offer	great	music,	
food, and fun for all ages. 

This	year,	we’re	going	to	move	forward	
on the great work created by my 
predecessors and continue being 
champions for parks. A special thanks 
to the board of the Indiana Parks and 
Recreation Foundation for their leadership 
and support. Together, we will continue to 
work jointly to ensure that the work and 
voice of our members are heard.
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The 2019 IPRA Annual Conference & 
Expo provided the perfect opportunity to 
come together with industry professionals, 
share ideas and work together to continue 
to create and maintain important public 
spaces.

The conference event began with a bang 
as	conference	attendee’s	enjoyed	offsite	
tours of beautiful French Lick, participated 
in early education sessions and took 
advantage of three different summits held 
on Tuesday, Feb. 19. 

In addition to the directors and 
programmers’	summits,	this	year	featured	
a maintenance summit, sponsored by 
Cardno. Maintenance summit attendees 
heard presentations and participated 
in round table discussions on a variety 
of topics including problems/solutions 
surrounding invasive species, the value 
and	benefits	of	prescribed	fire,	the	benefits	
and placements of pollinator projects in 
recreation settings and discussed lethal 
and nonlethal measures in managing 
nuisance geese and the rules and 
regulations pertaining to this migratory 
waterfowl. The maintenance summit was 
a great success and attendees expressed 
appreciation stating that the “maintenance 
emphasis was nice to have this year.”

Conference	officially	kicked	off	with	an	
opening reception in the expo hall Tuesday 
evening, sponsored by Miracle Midwest. 
The	room	was	buzzing	with	enthusiastic	
conference goers playing games, climbing 
on	Midstates	Recreation’s	play	structure	
and, of course, lots of networking! 

Over 65 exhibitors were in attendance this 
year and offered services from playground, 
exercise and lawn mowing equipment 
to architecture design and everything in 
between! Many exhibitors described the 
event as their best show ever! “The exhibit 
hall was very active, and the attendees 
were engaging. Overall, it was a very 

positive experience,” said an exhibitor. 
Attendees enjoyed the opportunity to 
engage with exhibitors and were pleased 
with the variety of vendors in attendance 
and appreciated the addition of fresh new 
faces and exhibitors.  

Following the kickoff event, new members 
gathered at the French Lick Winery for 
the New Member Reception, sponsored 
by Recreation inSites, LLC. Attendees 
were greeted by the IPRA Board of 
directors and had the opportunity to learn 
more about IPRA and enjoyed sampling 
various wines and cheeses. One attendee 
expressed “the new member event was 
wonderful and really helped me associate 
faces with people that I saw throughout 
the conference who I could turn to and ask 
for help.”

Butler Fairman & Seufert, Inc. topped off 
the evening by hosting the Hospitality 
Suite where attendees were able to 
relax and unwind from the day with other 
conference goers. This informal setting 
gave attendees time to network with 
colleagues and build new relationships 
complete with strobe lit cups and sweet 
treats. 

Wednesday, Feb. 20 was a jam-packed 
day of education sessions, networking in 
the	expo	hall	and	attending	the	Keynote	
Luncheon, sponsored by Landscape 
Structures	and	CHA.	This	year’s	keynote	
was delivered by Sam Glenn, otherwise 
known as “the attitude guy.” “Sam Glenn 
was an awesome speaker. His message 
was very inspiring,” shared an attendee. 
Glenn was personable, funny and shared 
a great message that was relevant to 
every person in the audience. 
Wednesday’s	events	also	included	the	
Cocktail Hour and Awards Banquet, 
sponsored by Frost Brown Todd LLC. 
Attendee’s	honored	and	celebrated	
the achievements of fellow park and 
recreation professionals with an evening 

of cocktails and celebration. This year, 
Randy Neff of Noblesville Parks received 
the Distinguished Life Member award. 
Randy has served Noblesville Parks for 27 
years and will retire in March. His service 
to the parks department has been full of 
incredible growth and development, staff 
culture and most importantly, hard work.

After the banquet, attendees found 
themselves	wearing	their	best	80’s	
outfits	and	continuing	their	conference	
experience	into	the	evening	at	Pluto’s	
Alley	for	a	80’s	themed	party	where	
bowling and arcade games glowed under 
the black lights. Sinclair Recreation LLC, 
who also sponsored this event, took home 
bragging rights as their bowling team took 
the	first-place	victory	in	an	epic	bowling	
tournament! 

The conference concluded on 
Thursday,	Feb.	21	with	a	morning	filled	
with	education	sessions.	This	year’s	
agenda included over 50 education 
sessions focused on some of the hottest 
topics facing parks and recreation 
professionals with sessions on master 
planning, inclusive play and accessibility, 
fundraising, cost center planning, working 
with volunteers, facility maintenance and 
much more! 

IPRA strives to make a difference in all the 
communities we visit and proudly support 
charitable	organizations	in	their	efforts	to	
change lives. As a result, IPRA teamed 
up with the Springs Valley Exchange Club 
and held a donation drive and proudly 
presented	the	organization	with	toys,	
clothes and personal care items. 
The	Title	Sponsor	for	this	year’s	
conference was Midstates Recreation 
(formerly Playworld Midstates). This 
was their third consecutive year proudly 
serving as the title sponsor, and without 
them, this event would not be possible! 

Story continued on page 11

COMING TOGETHER FOR
2019 IPRA Annual Conference & Expo Recap
By Felisha Canillas, Development and Event Coordinator, IPRA
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 INDIANA COMMUNITIES
2018 Awards of Excellence Winners 
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Mike Hoffmeister, City of Noblesville Parks & Recreation

LEADERSHIP AWARDS
Distinguished Life Member
Randy Neff, City of Noblesville Parks & Recreation

Outstanding Agency
City of Noblesville Parks & Recreation

Outstanding Professional
Dr.	Julie	Knapp,	Indiana University Bloomington

Exceptional Young Professional 
Travis Tranbarger, Brownsburg Parks & Recreation

Corporate Partner of the Year
Citizens	Energy	Group,	Indianapolis

Elected Official of the Year 
Pete Buttigieg, Mayor of South Bend

Distinguished Citizen
Dr. E. Ric Frataccia, Valpo Parks

PROJECT & PROGRAM AWARDS
Clark Ketchum Conservation Award
Griffy Lake Shoreline Restoration Project, 
Bloomington Parks & Recreation

Excellence in Resource Improvement
ASA Bales Park Playground, 
Recreation Unlimited & City of Westfield

Inclusion Program of Excellence
Trips	for	Kids,	Vigo County Park & Recreation

Innovative Program
The	Partner	Officer	Program,	Fort Wayne Parks and Recreation

Creative Event
Viking Fest, Whitestown Parks and Recreation Department

Exceptional Park Design
Tower Park, Valpo Parks

Exceptional Facility Design
Lilly Nature Center, West Lafayette Parks and Recreation Department

Excellence in Landscape Design
State Street Gateway and Urban Trail, Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf

Story continued on page 12
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In an effort to tell their complete story, 
Playworld Midstates has changed their 
name to Midstates Recreation. Their 
company is a full-service dealership that 
represents the best recreational products 
in the industry. 

Consistently participating in this event, 
Musco Lighting returned this year as a 
Silver	Sponsor.	Musco	Lighting	specializes	
in the design and manufacture of sports 
and transportation/infrastructure lighting 
solutions around the world.

PlayPro’s	(formally	Countryside	Play	
Structures) was a new Silver Sponsor 
at the conference this year! PlayPros, 

locally owned and operated right here in 
Indiana, offers top of the line commercial 
playground equipment through Landscape 
Structures, and only the best in 
prefabricated recreational shelters through 
Poligon.

Frost Brown Todd LLC was also 
recognized	as	a	Silver	Level	sponsor	
for their contributions. Frost Brown 
Todd,	a	law	firm	with	more	than	500	
lawyers across its eight-state footprint, 
offers a deep, talented roster of legal 
professionals. Committed to their clients, 
the	firm	leverages	technical,	industry	and	
legal knowledge and hands-on experience 
to serve a diverse client base, from global 

multinationals to small, entrepreneurial 
companies.

Other sponsors included, Rundell 
Ernstberger Associates who generously 
designed and donated all event signage 
and Umbaugh who provided the lanyards 
for each attendee. 

Thanks to the devoted members of the 
Indiana Park and Recreation Association, 
the 2019 IPRA Annual Conference and 
event was another great success. We 
hope to see everyone at next years 
conference as we continue to build a solid 
foundation	and	bright	future	in	the	field	of	
parks and recreation right here in Indiana!

 INDIANA COMMUNITIES
COMING TOGETHER FOR

2019 IPRA Annual Conference & Expo Recap continued from page 12

Brande Abbott  •  Jacob Brinkman  •  James Hook
Jess Klein  •  Angela Moody  •  Allison Shook

Tammy Smith  •  Chris Stephens  •  Emily Trisler

2019 IPRF Scholarship Winners
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David Bault
Education Committee 
Greecastle Parks and Recreation

Trilby Berry-Tayman
New Member Committee, Washington 
Township Parks and Recreation

Bailey Bromm
IPRA

Sarah Burns 
Socials Committee 
Whitestown Parks and Recreation

Felisha Canillas
IPRA

Sean Clauson
Expo Hall Committee, Cardno

Mike Clendenen
Volunteer Committee 
New Haven-Adams Township Parks 
and Recreation

Phil Cornelius 
Marketing Committee 
Brownsburg Parks & Recreation

Thank you to the 2019 IPRA Conference Committee
Dominic Cornett
Co-Chair, Indy Parks

Dan Dunten
New Member Committee 
West Lafayette Parks & Recreation

Mike Grubb
Expo Hall Committee, Cripe

Nichole Haberlin
New Member Committee 
Noblesville Parks & Recreation

Delbert Harmon
Socials Committee 
Town of Avon Parks and Recreation

Lora Helmick
Co-Chair, Washington Township Parks 
and Recreation

Austin Hochstetler
Education Committee, Pros Consulting

Lindsey Houston
IPRA

Will Lacey
Socials Committee 
Danville Parks and Recreation

Stephani Masa
Education Committee, Washington 
Township Parks and Recreation

Dan McGuire
Socials Committee, Valpo Parks

Lisa Nye
IPRA

Courtnie Pettigrew
IPRA

Mark Schulte
IPRA

Elaine Taylor
New Member Committee 
West Boggs Parks & Recreation

Philip Trbovic 
IT Committee, Indy Parks
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Our citizens depend on aquatic facilities to improve quality 
of life, promote community and encourage wellness. 

National	certification	is	a	mark	of	distinction	and	signifies	to	the
public	that	you	are	a	serious	professional	in	the	field	of	aquatics	
and committed to providing the community with the highest level 
of service and professional excellence.

Aquatic Facility Operator Training

The Aquatic Facility Operator Training is designed for pool operators 
and management staff in aquatic facility operation and management.

 Please direct all questions to lindsey@inpra.org

 When:  October 7 - 8, 2019

 Where:  Whitestown Municipal Complex, 6210 Veterans Drive, Whitestown, Indiana

 REGISTRATION WILL OPEN SOON!

Mark Your Calendars!
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From the Foundation

BE AN AGENT OF CHANGE
As park professionals, community 
members,	and	citizens,	we	all	have	the	
power to become agents of change. If 
we want to continue to find enjoyment 
through parks and recreation, we need 
to take it upon ourselves to invest in the 
future of parks. We have the power to 
use our voices to educate, inform and 
influence others about the importance of 
parks for future generations. We also have 
the power to look inward and consider 
investing in the future through a financial 
gift to the Indiana Parks and Recreation 
Foundation. 

The Foundation exists to educate 
professionals on the essential nature 
of parks and recreation as well as 
providing scholarships and professional 
development grants to future and current 
parks and recreation professionals. 
In addition to making a tax-deductible 
charitable contribution, we encourage you 
to participate in the upcoming events that 
support the Foundation. These events 
include:

DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS GOLF OUTING
May 14, 2019
Approximately 100 participants golf to 
raise money for the IPRF scholarship 
fund benefiting students and/or 
professionals supporting the field of parks 
and recreation. 

PARTY IN THE PARK – September 7, 2019
This party brings together the local 
community for an evening of live music, 
kid’s	activities,	food	trucks,	and	more	all	
while raising funds for IPRF.

TRIVIA NIGHT – November 14, 2019
IPRF’s	Trivia	Night	gives	friends,	families,	
and colleagues the opportunity to get 
together to laugh, test their knowledge, 
and have fun all while benefiting the IPRF 
Scholarship Fund.

Visit our website for more details about 
each of these events and to sign up your 
team or become a sponsor. 

2019 SILENT AUCTION RECAP
During the IPRA Conference & Expo, the 
Foundation held a silent auction which 
brought in nearly $6,000. There were over 
150 items including entertainment, dining, 

membership packages and more worth 
over $13,000! All proceeds benefited the 
Indiana Park and Recreation Foundation 
Scholarship Fund. We want to extend 
a huge thank you to all who donated 
various items to ensure the auction was 
a success. 

LOOKING AHEAD
As we look into the remainder of the year, 
we will continue to explore opportunities 
for growth. IPRA is welcoming two 
English studies student interns this 
summer who will be tasked with 
generating stronger mission messaging, 
grant writing and creating new content 
for	the	Foundations	webpage	on	IPRA’s	
website. We will continue to research 
and engage new corporate partners both 
within the parks and recreation field, but 
also in local communities – a market, 
that for IPRF, is still very much untapped. 
We always welcome help. Should you 
feel compelled to assist with making 
connections, participating in fundraising 
visits or sending communications on 
behalf of the Foundation, please reach 
out to Felisha at felisha@inpra.org. 
With your generosity we continue to 
advocate for the future of parks!

IPRF Trivia Night
Thursday, November 14, 2019
6:00 PM
(Location to be determined)

IPRF’s	Trivia	Night	gives	friends,	families	and	colleagues	the	opportunity	to	get	together	to	laugh,	
test	their	knowledge	and	have	fun	all	while	benefiting	the	IPRF	Scholarship	Fund.



18   theProfile



Indiana Park & Recreation Association    19

For	more	than	a	decade,	Citizens	Energy	
Group has been supporting Indy Parks by 
organizing	Sharing	the	Dream,	an	annual	
community service project that honors the 
life	of	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.

Each January, the utility, which provides 
natural gas, thermal energy, water, and 
wastewater services to over 800,000 
customers in the Indianapolis area, works 
together with many partner companies to 
refurbish an Indy Parks facility.

Citizens	was	honored	to	receive	the	
Corporate Partner of the Year Award at the 
Indiana	Park	and	Recreation	Association’s	
annual conference in late February for 
its 2018 Sharing the Dream event, which 
marked the 10th year for the project. 

“Brookside Park is a special place to 
Citizens	as	it	was	the	site	of	our	first	
Sharing the Dream event in 2009,” said 
Citizens	President	&	CEO	Jeffrey	Harrison.	
“It inspires me to see the energy, fervor, and 
dedication of the hundreds of volunteers 
who make this annual event possible.”

Brookside Park is a 108-acre 
municipal park on the near 
eastside of Indianapolis, and 
includes a swimming pool, 
family recreation center, 
tennis and basketball 
courts,	fields,	playgrounds,	
shelters, and a disc golf 
course. 

Citizens	Energy	Group,	
along with key partners Marksmen 
Construction, Mitsch Design and 24 other 
companies donated over 2,000 volunteer 
hours and more than $900,000 of materials 
and	in-kind	services	to	renovate	the	park’s	
family center. 

Sharing	the	Dream	is	Citizens’	largest	
employee community service project. 
Each year, around 300 employee 
volunteers spend two days putting the 
finishing	touches	on	the	park	facility,	such	
as painting and cleaning, after partner 
companies complete major renovations. 
At Brookside Park, these projects included 
refurbishing the auditorium and stage, 

expanding 
the kitchen, moving the reception 
desk to a more visible location, and 
installing new lighting.

“I look forward to volunteering at this 
event every year and recruit as many co-
workers as possible,” said employee Diane 
Ashlock, who in 2019 stepped up to be a 
team captain. 

As a member of the commercial sales 
team, Ashlock is involved in downtown 
redevelopment, so she appreciates this 
opportunity	to	help	revitalize	the	city’s	
neighborhoods. 

Indianapolis Utility Named 
Corporate Partner of the Year
By	Mandy	Saucerman,	Corporate	Communications	Coordinator,	Citizens	Energy	Group
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Three Generations of Play 
at the Columbus Commons
By Camille Shoaf, Randy Royer, Andy Howard – Hitchcock Design Group; 
Mark Jones – Columbus Parks and Recreation Department

Past
The Columbus Commons was originally 
designed in 1973 by world renowned 
architect Cesar Pelli as part of the 
Cummins Foundation Architecture 
Program’s	commitment	to	design	
excellence in Columbus, Indiana. Located 
prominently along Washington Street, 
the	Commons	was	meant	to	revitalize	
the downtown and attract visitors to 
the community. Mr. Pelli envisioned an 
enclosed shopping mall with public space, 
exhibit halls, a public stage, movie theater, 
restaurant, snack bar, consignment shop, 
and an indoor playground to serve as the 
city’s	living	room.

The original design of the indoor 
playground included sculptural landforms 
covered in green indoor/outdoor carpet, 
sunken conversation areas with wooden 
tables, climbing components with slides made of stainless steel and red painted 

tubular	steel,	and	a	large	red	fiberglass	
climbing structure known locally as the 
“Red Submarine”. Open rain or shine, the 
Commons playground quickly became 
the busiest playground in the city and a 
favorite regional destination for families 
and	school	field	trips

Present
In 2011, the City of Columbus unveiled 
the completely renovated Commons with 
a larger focus on public programming, 
meeting, and performance space. As part 
of the renovation, Copley Wolff Design 
Group was commissioned to design 
a new indoor playground. The design 
impetus for Copley Wolff was to respect 
the original Pelli design by incorporating 
strong geometric forms and primary colors, 
utilizing	grade	changes	and	stepped	areas	
for play and seating, and making the 
playground feel much bigger than it was. 

The	playground	was	organized	into	three	
primary	areas	to	create	play	zones	for	
toddlers (6 month to 2 years), preschool (2 
years to 5 years), and school age (5 years 
to 12 years). The renovation also included 
the addition of a 40 foot tall custom 
sculptural climbing structure by Luckey 
Climber. Given the ongoing maintenance 
requirements of the original playground, 
the city was also determined to make 
the second version of the Commons 
Playground much more resilient by using 
the latest materials and components in 
playground design and construction. 
 
As a longstanding public space in 
Columbus, the playground has been well-
loved by three generations of children in 
the community. It has always been free and 
open to the public 363 days a year for 10 
to 15 hours each day and continues to be 
a destination for families and school trips 
from all over Indiana. The Columbus Parks 
and Recreation Department reports the 
Commons	Playground	as	the	most	utilized	
playground in the community year-round. 

The Commons Playground, 2011

The original Commons playground
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Unfortunately, the popularity of the 
playground resulted in many of the 
components wearing out prematurely. 
The playground has been faced with 
unforeseen layout, maintenance, and 
repair	issues.	These	include	traffic	flow	
through the space, breakdown of safety 
surfacing, play structure life expectancy, 
and ability to keep the space clean. All 
of these challenges have kept Casey 
Ritz,	the	manager	of	park	operations	
in Columbus, very busy. He said, “The 
visitor volume far exceeds the original 
estimates projected during project 
planning.  Guests and school groups 
identify it as a tourist destination which 
has affected the life expectancy of the 
materials.” 

Many of the components are custom 
and/or manufactured overseas, requiring 
long lead times for replacement and 
are very expensive. Other issues 
have surfaced such as paths of travel 
overlapping with the toddler play area 
resulting in collisions, lack of accessibility, 
caregivers being unable to see the entire 
playground,	and	difficulty	of	maintenance.	
Park staff have also noticed that when 
families hold birthday parties at the 
playground, there are no convenient 
spaces to accommodate large groups.

By the end of 2017, the Parks 
Department determined that Version 
2.0 of the Commons Playground was 
approaching the end of its useful life 
and that a review and re-design was 
needed to alleviate the maintenance and 
functional issues that had cropped up 
since the 2011 renovation. 

Hitchcock Design Group (HDG) was 
hired in December of 2017 to conduct 
a public input and design study to help 
the Columbus Parks and Recreation 
Department envision what the next 
version of the playground will look like. 
Coincidently, two of the members of 
the design team grew up in Columbus 
playing on the original Pelli Designed 
playground and had experienced the 
current playground as parents.

Future
Hitchcock Design Group proposed a 
three-phase design process composed 
of an inventory and analysis phase, a 
community engagement phase, and a 
conceptual design phase. 

During the inventory and analysis of 
the project, HDG gathered historical 
information about the previous 

playground designs from the Columbus 
Indiana Architectural Archives (http://
www.columbusarchives.org/), interviewed 
previous designers and contractors, 
and reviewed the current condition of 
the playground. The site walkthrough 
revealed	specific	locations	of	wear	
and tear, safety concerns due to 

circulation issues within the playground, 
maintenance	issues,	and	underutilized	
space.	The	design	team	analyzed	this	
information and used it to inform the 
proposed design concepts.

Images from Hitchcock Design Group’s final concept for the Commons playground

Story continued on page 22
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Three Generations of Play at the Columbus Commons continued from page 20

User involvement 
in the process was 
very important 
to the City of 
Columbus. “In many 
projects community 

input drives the momentum and 
helps to bring the project to life” 
Mark Jones, the Columbus Director 
of Parks and Recreation said. “We 
value the collaboration of public and 
private partnerships.” The community 
engagement phase incorporated multiple 
and varied opportunities for stakeholders 
to get involved including an online survey, 
a stakeholder input workshop, public input 
sessions, and on-site user interviews. 
In total, over 955 people participated in 
the community engagement platforms. 
Community engagement validated 
concerns of the Columbus Park staff, as 
well as brought items to light that staff 
had not considered. Pam Harrell, Director 
of Business Services for Columbus 
Parks noted that, “through our feedback 
sessions we learned the importance of 
providing a safe play environment for 
all walks of life. Those watching their 
children play appreciate the convenience 
of this playground.”  

Based on the information gathered in the 
first	two	phases	of	the	project,	the	Park	
Department staff and consultant team 
determined the following programmatic 
elements were critical to the success of 
the next Commons Playground:

1. Preserving the Luckey Climber as 
the focal point of the playgrounds

2. Providing diverse play experience 
while not making the space feel 
cluttered

3. Specifying play equipment and 
materials that are durable, easy to 
maintain/replace, and easy to clean

4. Addressing safety concerns due 
to circulation running through the 
toddler area

5. Allowing clear sightlines for parents 
to keep an eye on children

6. Creating a space that is inclusive to 
all physical and mental abilities

7. Providing seating in gathering areas 
for caretakers and groups

The	final	concept	incorporates	all	these	
elements while seeking to pay homage 
to the previous playground designs. The 
playground	utilizes	the	primary	colors	and	

strong geometric forms of the Columbus 
brand as well as topography to create 
interesting play opportunities for children of 
all abilities. 

The Luckey Climber remains the focal 
point of the playground while additional 
opportunities for play have been added 
including a sensory tube structure 
reminiscent of the “Red Submarine” in 
the Pelli design. The proposed equipment 
and materials are readily available and 
designed to be easily cleaned, serviced, 
or replaced. Children in the toddler area 
are protected from older children running 
through the playground by an interactive 
sensory	wall	that	better	defines	their	play	
space.	Reconfigured	entrances	and	the	
careful orientation of play equipment will 
provide clear site lines throughout the play 
space for caregivers and make it more 
difficult	for	children	to	leave	the	play	area	
unnoticed. A lower arch bridge balancing 
play component is designed in the toddler 
area to tie back to the world-renowned 
architecture and iconic red bridge 
structures that reside in Columbus. Vertical 
rubber play 
surfacing that is 
starting to fail on 
existing vertical 
surfaces will be 
replaced with 
gentle	flowing	
landforms where 
users can run, 
jump, roll, and 
climb among 
the elevation 
changes. A 
group spinner 
in the shape of 
a sphere has 
been added to 
accommodate a 
higher number 
of users and is 
ADA accessible.  
Cozy	and	
protected 
spaces are 
also provided 
for users who 
want to get out 
of the higher 
physical activity 
zones	and	
have a respite 
to recharge.  
Additional 
seating along 
the South and 
West sides 

provides a variety of seating options with 
views into the play space. Interactive 
sensory elements that do not involve 
tethered mallets which get broken often 
and become unusable were included to 
promote social interaction and cooperative 
play experiences. The play elements 
and features throughout the space were 
designed to be inclusive and accessible for 
all users. 

 As the design evolves to meet modern 
needs,	Cesar	Pelli’s	concept	for	the	indoor	
playground	to	serve	as	the	city’s	living	
room	remains	a	defining	characteristic	
of the space. Community feedback, high 
attendance rates, and materials wearing 
out before their expected life spans all 
prove that this playground is well loved by 
locals and visitors alike. “The Commons 
is unique to Columbus and our goal is 
to create a play space that is equally 
distinctive.” said Shanda Sasse, the 
Commons Manager. “It offers a glimpse of 
our	city’s	personality	while	welcoming	all	to	
gather and play.” 
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FEATURING A PERFORMANCE BY:

Saturday, September 7, 2019
Federal Hill Commons

175 Logan Street Noblesville, Indiana 46060

www.inpra.org

Live Music • Food Trucks • Local Alcohol Vendors
Face Painting • Kids Activities...and much more!

Annual Event

All proceeds raised from this event 
will benefit the IPRF Scholarship Fund.
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The New Haven-Adams Township 
Parks & Recreation Department 
Shares in the 2018 Stellar 
Designation
By Mike Clendenen, Superintendent, New Haven-Adams 
Twp. Parks and Recreation Department

On December 11, 2018, East Allen 
Communities	were	notified	the	
NewAllen Alliance and all the East Allen 
Communities	were	officially	designated	
as an Indiana Regional Stellar 
Community. These seven communities 
include: Grabill, Harlan, Leo-Cedarville, 
Monroeville, New Haven and Woodburn. 

The Indiana Regional Stellar Program is 
a state competition offered by a 
collaboration of state agencies. Goals of 
the Indiana Stellar program are to foster 
regional collaborative behaviors 
and investment, stem the tide of 
non-metropolitan population loss 
through talent attraction and retention, 
build sustainability, build capacity 
with municipal governance, and 
leverage quality of places through a 
comprehensive planning processes 
building on current assets. 

Back	in	September,	East	Allen’s	Rural	
Revival Regional Development Plan 
was submitted to the State of Indiana for 
their consideration. This plan outlined a 
bold vision to improve quality of place in 
all	seven	of	East	Allen’s	Communities.	
The proposed portfolio outlined a 
total of $64 Million in projects to be 
implemented from 2019 – 2022. Over 
$17 million in projects were proposed 
for support through the Indiana Regional 
Stellar Communities program. 

The Indiana Regional Stellar 
Community designation unlocks access 
set-aside funds. Amounts set aside by 
the state for each region includes: $4.5 
million in Community Development 

Block Grants, $2 million in Federal Rural 
Transportation funds, $35,000 in Rural 
Health funds, and up to $800,000 in 
Affordable Housing Tax Credits which 
can	typically	finance	an	$8-$10	million	
project. 

Because of the Stellar designation, New 
Haven-Adams Twp. Parks & Recreation 
Dept	will	benefit	by	receiving	a	portion	
of these funds for the following projects: 
The New Haven Meadowbrook Trail 
Project, a 1.5-mile combination of 
trail/sidewalk which will connect 
the community center and the 
Meadowbrook neighborhood with the 
rest of New Haven. 

The New Haven-Adams Township 
Community Center Park Project 
includes	locker	rooms	for	the	fitness	
center, outdoor restrooms, an inclusive 
playground, outdoor basketball and 
pickleball courts along with sand 
volleyball courts.

The towns of Grabill, Harlan, Hoagland, 
Monroeville and Leo-Cedarville will have 
park improvements and trails as part of 
the Stellar Designation. Great things are 
happening in Northeast Indiana.
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We orchestrate the people and processes of 

your construction project so you can focus on 

bringing your park or recreational space to life.

WE BUILD PARKS.

www.meyer-najem.com
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Noblesville Parks’ Randy Neff 
Receives IPRA Distinguished 
Life Member Honor
By Robert Herrington, Communications Manager, City of Noblesville

Noblesville	Parks’	Randy	Neff	Receives	
IPRA Distinguished Life Member Honor
Noblesville Parks Maintenance 
Superintendent Randy Neff was 
recognized	as	the	Indiana	Parks	
and	Recreation	Association’s	(IPRA)	
Distinguished Life Member of the Year for 
2018. Neff, who will be retiring from the 
city on March 15, has served Noblesville 
for the past 27 years.

“I am truly blessed and 
humbled,” Neff said. “Very 
few people achieve success 
without help. I want to thank my 
co-workers and my beautiful 
wife, Jo, for the encouragement 
during those times I would get 
discouraged.”

The award, which was presented at the 
annual IPRA State Conference Award 
Dinner,	is	based	on	Neff’s	service	to	the	
parks department, which has been full of 
incredible growth and development, staff 
culture and most importantly, hard work.

“I want to encourage all of you to take a 
minute out of your hectic work day and 
watch the kids play on your playground 
or enjoy one of your programs. Watch the 
patrons walking on your trails or using an 
adult program to better their health. Look 
at the number of people that come to 
your park just for the solace that only they 
can get from watching nature. It can be 
a daily reminder of why we chose parks 
and recreation as a career,” Neff told the 
awards dinner crowd. “You see the smiles 
and hear the laughter from the kids on 

our playgrounds or see someone walking 
further and faster as time goes by. That is 
what I call success.”

Neff has been involved with the planning, 
development	and	building	of	Noblesville’s	
three newest parks – Dillon Park, Federal 
Hill Commons and Finch Creek Park.

“Randy has been instrumental in the 
progress and development of the parks 
department and has held the position of 
maintenance superintendent since 1992, 
when the city had three park properties 
and a population of 20,000 people,” said 
Parks Director Brandon Bennett. “It has 
been a pleasure working with Randy 
and	I’m	so	excited	for	him	to	be	honored	
in	this	way	before	his	retirement.	He’s	
worked hard to make our parks safe and 
clean and he deserves all the accolades 
and recognition.”

While	he’s	had	an	incredible	professional	
career, Neff said he is driven by his family, 
church and faith. He also is very involved 
by volunteering with the Veterans & 
Athletes United program at his church, 
Cyntheanne Christian Church.

“Randy	has	always	put	others	first.	His	
sayings	‘we	depart	to	serve’	and	‘I	will	
have a great day because I get to go to 
the	parks’	will	always	be	remembered,”	
Bennett said.

The IPRA Distinguished Life Member 
of the Year Award is presented to an 
individual for their exceptional impact 
on	the	field	of	parks	and	recreation.	
Nominees have a record of noteworthy 
and special contributions to the parks 
profession, demonstrate leadership and 
advocacy, display remarkable service 
to their agency, and be a source of 
professional guidance and inspiration.

“From his days as part of a two-man 
operation, Randy has spent his career 
beautifying and perfecting Forest Park 
– mainly in a behind-the-scenes role 
without much applause,” said Mayor John 
Ditslear.	“Randy	also	instilled	a	‘service	
first’	culture	within	his	maintenance	
division that was always on display. 
His attitude and caring, self-less nature 
exemplifies	a	Noblesville	employee	and	
this award could not have gone to a better 
civil servant.”

Neff is the second Noblesville employee 
to win the IPRA Distinguished Life 
Member of the Year award. Former parks 
director Don Seal also earned the honor 
in 2014.
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