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From the Executive Director
By Lisa D. Nye
Indiana Park & Recreation Association

From the Executive Director

As we near the end of 2018, I look back on an exciting year for 
IPRA. In 2018, we saw exciting growth in both membership and 
engagement. The success would not be possible without our 
exceptional members and Board of Directors. Thank you for your 
continued support of IPRA into the New Year. As always, I would like 
to	provide	our	members	with	an	update	on	2018	and	what’s	to	come	
in 2019.

2018 NRPA Conference

The 2018 NRPA Annual Conference was held at the Indiana 
Convention Center in Indianapolis on September 25-27. The 
Local Host Committee worked tirelessly to put on multiple events 
and	off-site	institutes.	A	special	thank	you	to	Michael	Klitzing	and	
Dominic Cornett for leading the charge as co-chairs of the LHC. The 
week	included	a	golf	outing,	adventure	outing,	5K	walk,	run,	and	
paddle, and 14 off-site institutes showcasing all our great state has 
to offer. Thank you to all our Local Host Committee members and 

conference volunteers that made the week a success!  
The event would not have been possible without the 
support of our LHC sponsors; BGI Fitness, Butler 
Fairman & Seufert, Context Design, Eppley Institute, 
Kompan,	Recreation	inSites,	Playworld	Midstates,	
ProsConsulting, Recreation Unlimited, Smith Group, 
TeeSnap, and Williams Architects.

Conference in French Lick

The 2019 IPRA Annual Conference and Expo will be held 
at the French Lick Resort on February 19-21, 2019. The 
Conference Committee is planning a one-of-a-kind event 
to showcase the beautiful location and venue. We hope 
our members take advantage of the educational and fun 
opportunities that begin on Monday, February 18. Join us 
for cold weather fun at Paoli Peaks, wine tasting at the 
New Member Reception, CEU eligible off-sites at Patoka 
Lake,	an	80’s	party	at	Pluto’s	Bowling	Alley	and	Arcade,	
and much more. A special thank you to our Title Sponsor, 
Playworld Midstates.

2018 Board

As	the	year	ends,	I’d	like	to	thank	our	2018	Boards	of	
Directors. Both the IPRA and IPRF Board helped us 
achieve goals for a successful year. We had exceptional 
leaders in both Mike Hoffmeister, IPRA President and 
Brandon Bennett, IPRF President. I appreciate their 
willingness to embrace new ideas that keep advancing 
our mission. Thank you to those who will be leaving 
our boards for your dedicated service to IPRA and 
IPRF	–	Will	Lacey,	Janet	Fawley,	Kathy	Pargmann,	
Joshua Lane, Austin Hochstetler, Al Patterson and Becky 
Barrick-Higgins. And I look forward to welcoming new 
board members – Patti Davis, Travis Tranbarger, Jacob 
Brinkman and Ryan Cambridge.

I look forward to seeing you in February at the IPRA 
Conference and Expo in French Lick! 
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From the President
By Mike Hoffmeister, CPRP
2018 IPRA President

The event saw more than the expected 
attendance projections and we will host 
this event again in September of 2019! 

As we work into 2019, watch your inboxes 
for	IPRA’s	weekly	e-newsletter.	These	
emails will contain important information 
about the 2019 IPRA Conference & Expo 
in French Lick, from February 19-21. We 
hope to see you there!  Lastly, we are 
thrilled to welcome our incoming 2019 
President, Dominic Cornett of Indy Parks 
as	he’ll	be	our	fearless	leader	over	the	
next year!  I know that will continue to 
take IPRA to new heights. I wish you 
all the best and hope to see you at the 
2019 Annual IPRA Conference & Expo in 
February! 

As my year as President comes to 
an	end,	I’d	like	to	take	a	moment	to	
update the IPRA members on our 2018 
accomplishments. The majority of our 
time was spent planning the National 
Parks & Recreation Association Annual 
Conference in Indianapolis. Additionally, 
we rolled out initiatives and events in 
2018.

The NRPA conference was held in 
Indianapolis from September 25-
27. Having served on the Local Host 
Committee, it was a great learning 
experience for all involved. The 
conference	was	a	great	success.	I’d	like	
to take this opportunity to thank the Local 
Host Committee Co-Chairs, Dominic 
Cornett	of	Indy	Parks	and	Michael	Klitzing	

of Carmel Clay Parks & Recreation who 
lead the charge to ensure success. 
Additionally, Lisa Nye, IPRA Executive 
Director was heavily involved to ensure 
IPRA funds and membership needs 
were at the top of the priority list when 
making decisions. Putting the conference 
together was a true team effort so I thank 
all the committee members, chairs and 
volunteers that assisted!

On October 13, 2018, the Indiana Parks 
& Recreation Foundation and its Board 
of Directors with support from IPRA staff 
and Board Members hosted the inaugural 
Party in the Park. The event was held at 
Noblesville’s	Federal	Hill	Commons	and	
included live music by the Flying Toasters, 
food trucks, inflatables and much more!  
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From the 
Foundation

The third quarter of the year was again 
a busy one for the Indiana Parks and 
Recreation Foundation and we are 
showing no signs of slowing down! We 
know how important the foundation is to 
future and current parks professionals 
and we will continue to make raising 
funds for scholarships and professional 
development grants a priority. 

Party in the Park

The smell of freshly baked cupcakes, 
the sound of a popular band and the 
sights of playing children filled Federal 
Hill Commons in Noblesville on Oct. 13th 
during the Indiana Parks and Recreation 
Foundation (IPRF) Party in the Park event. 

In 2017, the Foundation set new goals to 
grow and expand which included adding 
a new fundraising event to the 2018 
docket. With the foundations support, 
this inaugural event was a great success 
drawing in nearly 700 people to the 
park for an evening of food trucks, live 
music and kids activities. This event also 
brought in two new community sponsors 
including, Tom Wood Volkswagen 
of Noblesville and Advanced Office 
Logistics. In addition, we are incredibly 
grateful to Butler Fairman & Seifert Inc. 
and	KidZone	Party	Rentals	for	their	
support of this event. We look forward to 
growing this event in 2019 and hope to 
see you there! 

Tis’ the Season to Give!

As a park professional, you likely know 
how fortunate you are to make your 
living in the very dynamic and rewarding 
profession of parks and recreation. 
Regardless of the position you hold, you 
are making a difference in the lives of 
your constituency. Though your journey 

is not over, we are asking you to pay it 
forward, to reach back and help equip the 
next generation of park and recreation 
professionals. 

Amazon Smile

Your shopping makes a difference. 
Amazon	donates	to	Indiana	Parks	&	
Recreation Foundation when you shop 
Prime	Day	deals	at	smile.amazon.com.	

Be sure to type Indiana Parks and 
Recreation Foundation into the charity 
search field.

You can also give back by making a 
tax-deductible donation to the Indiana 
Parks and Recreation Foundation. 
Funds donated by individuals, like you, 
will be used to help build the future 
of parks and recreation professionals 
throughout the state of Indiana for years 
to come. For more information about 
making a donation, please contact 
Felisha (felisha@inpra.org) or visit http://
www.inpra.org/foundation to make your 
donation.

We’ve	said	it	before	and	we’ll	say	it	
again, thank you. Thank you for your 
continued support of the Indiana Parks 
and Recreation Foundation and thank 
you for supporting the future of parks!

For more information about IPRA 
Visit our website at: www.inpra.org

Live Music    Kids Zone    Food Trucks

FEATURING A 
PERFORMANCE BY:

Saturday, October 13, 20185 - 8 pm • Federal Hill Commons175 Logan Street Noblesville, Indiana 46060

www.inpra.org
PartyNthePark8.5x11FLYER.indd   1

9/10/18   1:25 PM
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Bloomington 
Parks and Recreation loves pollinators! A 
fescue monoculture in a city park provided 
little value to local people or wildlife, and 
was a haven for invasive plants. The 
Department acquired grants to create a 
five-acre, award-winning native wildflower 
prairie in place of the fescue field to 
provide food for pollinators, birds, and 
bats. 

The City of Bloomington is growing 
in a planned and positive way, and 
Bloomington Parks and Recreation is 
playing its part to ensure recreation 
opportunities and passive greenspace 
are present and accessible to all. The 
city purchased 60 acres of an overgrown, 
abandoned railroad switchyard and, 
following months of public input and 
planning meetings, created a Master Plan 

The Department 
affects the 
community’s	well-
being in a myriad 
of ways: Parks 
and programs 
support physical 
and mental 
health; innovative, 
inclusive 
programming 
supports 
marginalized	
individuals and 
provides needed 
services to at-risk 
populations. Community partnerships 
leverage resources to serve needs 
throughout the city, while investments in 
parks and events provide for economic 
enhancement. The Department excels at 
environmental stewardship, and promotes 
volunteer engagement and natural 
resources education in its beautiful natural 
areas.

When specifically asked what makes 
Bloomington Parks and Recreation an 
outstanding agency, the department 
highlighted three of its most significant 
programs.

More than 300 people experiencing 
homelessness live in Bloomington, and 
they need services and jobs. Bloomington 
Parks and Recreation partners with 
Centerstone, a local behavioral health care 
provider, to employ Centerstone clients 
to do maintenance work in city parks. A 
vulnerable population receives support and 
job training and the Department receives 
much-needed help.   

Bloomington Parks and Recreation Department 
Awarded the National Gold Medal Award 
for Excellence by the NRPA
By Julie Ramey, Community Relations Manager, City of 
Bloomington Parks and Recreation Department

In a ceremony in Indianapolis Sept. 
25, Bloomington Parks and Recreation 
Department was named the 2018 National 
Gold Medal Award Winner for Excellence 
in Park and Recreation Management 
by the American Academy for Park and 
Recreation Administration, in partnership 
with the National Recreation and Park 
Association (NRPA).  

“We could not be prouder of our 
Parks Department,” said Mayor 
John Hamilton. “This award is a 
tribute to their vision, hard work, 
and stewardship of our properties.  
Bloomington residents should also 
take ownership of this distinction, 
for not only cherishing our parks, 
but investing in them.” 

This is the second time Bloomington has 
been distinguished with this award. One 
of only 166 agencies in the U.S. (and 
one of five in Indiana) accredited by the 
Commission for Accreditation of Park and 
Recreation Agencies, the parks department 
first won the Gold Medal in 2007. Since 
then, Bloomington has seen significant 
additions to its parks and programming, 
including the completion of Phase 2 of 
the B-Line Trail and groundbreaking on 
Switchyard Park, one of the largest park 
projects	in	the	city’s	history,	slated	for	
opening in November 2019.

continued on page 13
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for the $30 million Switchyard Park. From 
a contaminated rail yard will spring a 
destination	park	for	citizens	of	every	age	
and ability.

Bloomington Parks and Recreation took 
top honors in the Class III category, where 
it was selected from among communities 
with a population between 75,000 
and 150,000, including finalists City of 
Evanston (Illinois) Parks, Recreation and 
Community Services; Greeley (Colorado) 
Culture, Parks and Recreation; and 
Lawrence	(Kansas)	Parks	and	Recreation.

Founded in 1965, the Gold Medal Awards 
program honors communities in the U.S. 
that demonstrate excellence in parks and 
recreation through long-range planning, 
resource management, volunteerism, 
environmental stewardship, program 
development, professional development, 
and agency recognition. Agencies are 
judged on their ability to address the 
needs of those they serve through 

Bloomington Parks and Recreation Department Awarded the National Gold Medal Award 
for Excellence by the NRPA  continued from page 12

the collective energies of community 
members, staff, and elected officials. 

“It	is	truly	an	honor	to	be	recognized	
nationally in our field of parks and 
recreation. Our dedicated and talented 
staff are committed to excellence and 
to the highest standards of operations,” 

said Paula McDevitt, Administrator of 
the Bloomington Parks and Recreation 
Department. “We are especially proud to 
share this award with the Bloomington 
community, whose longstanding support 
of parks and recreation programs and 
properties is an instrumental part of our 
success.” 
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in 2017 and hydrological monitoring also 
began that same year. Future plans for the 
site include a trail with interpretive signage, 
educational	programming,	and	citizen	
science initiatives. For more information 
about Indy Parks and Eagle Creek Park, 
visit	indy.gov/parks	or	call	(317)	327-PARK.	
 

Indiana’s	Central	Till	
Plain Flatwoods are a 
state significant and 
globally rare natural 
community according 
to the Indiana Natural 
Heritage Data Center.

Temporary deer 
fencing and deer 
repellent have been 
used to protect over 
20,000 trees planted 
on site from deer 
browse damage. 
Invasive plants have been treated on site 
as well to ensure successful restoration 
of the natural area. Five consecutive 
years of herpetological surveys have 
been conducted on site and a baseline 
breeding bird survey was done in 2016. 
A vegetation survey of the site was done 

Flatwoods Westland Complex Restoration 
at Eagle Creek Park
By Jacob Brinkman, Ecologist Department of Public Works
City of Indianapolis

Indy Parks and the Indianapolis Office 
of Land Stewardship have begun an 
ambitious restoration of a 100-acre 
flatwoods wetland complex at Eagle 
Creek Park in Indianapolis. The area 
will feature forested and open wetlands, 
sedge meadow, and other habitats. The 
project area was previously old agricultural 
fields and drainage tile was broken on 
site to allow greater water retention in 
the restoration area. Large reforestation 
fields will be surrounded by grasslands 
and shrub thickets to support a diversity of 
wildlife and plants.  

Multiple conservation targets occur in 
the restoration area including the state 
endangered	Kirtland’s	snake,	Eastern	box	
turtle, Northern leopard frog, red-headed 
woodpecker, red-shouldered hawk, 
American bittern, and at-risk pollinators 
such as the Monarch butterfly. Additionally, 

Crossroads Park - Seymour, IN

YOUR 
TRUSTED 

PARTNER FOR 
PUBLIC-PRIVATE 

PARTNERSHIPS

Crossroads Park - Seymour, IN
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2018 NRPA Annual Conference a Huge Success
By	Michael	W.	Klitzing,	CPRE	Co-Chair,	Indiana	Local	Host	Committee

on each of these events – and added 
some unique opportunities on top of them! 

The first addition was a welcome 
celebration on September 23rd, which 
actually included two new events. To 
commemorate Parks and Recreation Week 
in Indy, local dignitaries from Indianapolis, 
Carmel, and Noblesville welcomed 
NRPA delegates before the ceremonial 
“greening” of the Central Canal. With the 
canal sufficiently dyed green for parks, we 
hosted a welcome social for conference 
attendees and shared information with 
our counterparts on the Baltimore LHC to 
assist them in preparations for the 2019 
conference.

Local events hit full throttle on September 
24th with the golf tournament hosted at 
Eagle Creek Park and six OSIs featuring 
park and recreation facilities and programs 
in Bloomington, Bradford Woods, Carmel, 
Indianapolis, and Indiana State Parks. 
Bringing local flavor to the golf tourney, 
participants were able to enjoy beverages 
from three local breweries. Adding a little 
more	adventure	to	this	year’s	conference	
was	the	opportunity	to	go	zip-lining	in	
Eagle Creek Park, further spotlighting one 
of	the	nation’s	largest	municipal	parks.	
The night was capped off with a social 
for Indiana delegates, featuring Indiana 
trivia. (BTW…Did you know that IPRA 
was	established	in	1916	and	McCormick’s	
Creek	was	Indiana’s	first	state	park?)

Two OSIs were offered on September 25th 
featuring Indianapolis parks and trails, 
followed by a casino night for Indiana 
delegates. After an additional social on 
September 26th, our local events finished 
in	a	flurry	on	September	27th	with	the	5K	

Indianapolis became the center of 
the parks and recreation universe 
on September 23-27, 2018, as we 
hosted NRPA’s annual conference. 

This incredible conference would not have 
been possible without the tireless efforts 
of the 148 volunteers on the Indiana Local 
Host Committee (LHC). Together we 
created lasting memories and established 
a new benchmark for future NRPA 
conferences.

So how do you measure 
a successful conference? 
Just looking at the numbers, we hosted 
8,054 delegates, far exceeding the 7,372 
average attendance from the previous 
three years. More than one out of every 
ten of the 268 education and speed 
sessions	offered	at	this	year’s	conference	
featured at least one presenter from 
Indiana. In fact, we had 39 Hoosiers 
speak this year, including most notably the 
Mayors from Carmel and South Bend.

The numbers are impressive, but do not 
tell the full story. The LHC truly excelled 
at taking Hoosier Hospitality to the next 
level based on feedback from attendees. 
Volunteers were readily available to greet 
and assist our visitors, from a friendly 
“Welcome to Indy!” at the Indianapolis 
International Airport to offering directions at 
the convention center. 

Regardless of the host city, every NRPA 
conference includes a golf tournament, 
5K	fun	run/walk,	and	off-site	institutes	
(OSIs)	organized	by	the	LHC.	We	were	
determined, however, to put our own spin 

and six more OSIs featuring Carmel, 
Indianapolis,	and	Westfield.	The	5K	was	
held at the Central Canal, and to make a 
bigger splash, a paddle boat option was 
added to the tried and true ground options.

So what did the 2018 NRPA Annual 
Conference mean for Indiana? 
Most notably, it brought park and 
recreation professionals throughout the 
state together for a common cause, 
allowing us to establish new and lasting 
relationships. This alone will provide 
opportunities for future collaboration as 
we look for ways to collectively improve 
parks and recreation in our state and 
better serve our residents.

The 2018 conference was an incredible 
opportunity to impress a national 
and international audience, which 
we unquestionably did. Conference 
attendees	left	amazed	with	everything	
Indiana has to offer, from the dedication 
and professionalism of LHC members 
to our outstanding parks and recreation 
programs. Be prepared… this will not 
be	the	Circle	City’s	last	time	to	host	the	
NRPA Annual Conference! 

Finally, thanks to the efforts and hard 
work of many individuals, the Indiana 
LHC generated approximately $20,000 
for IPRA (after deducting all costs). 
While it was always the goal to make 
money, IPRA and the Indiana Park and 
Recreation Foundation still took on a 
significant risk by graciously agreeing to 
pay all LHC expenses. We are grateful 
to	the	Boards	of	both	organizations	for	
supporting the LHC and are pleased to 
provide this return on their investment to 
help further parks and recreation in this 
great state we call home.
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a more livable South Bend for all” while 
fostering civic trust through transparency. 
That meant focusing on social equity, 
neighborhood and economic development, 
and ecological stewardship.

In this next installment of our parks 
transforming cities, towns and 
communities series, Parks & Recreation 
takes a closer look at the impetus behind 
South	Bend’s	My	Parks	&	Trails	Project	
and highlights some of the parks currently 
under construction throughout the city.

The Master Plan

As the fourth largest city in Indiana, 
South Bend has a population of more 
than 101,000 people and covers a 
41.82-square-mile area located close to 
the southernmost bend of the St. Joseph 
River. Along with its industrial heritage, 
South Bend, home to the University 
of Notre Dame, is also renowned for 
academic excellence.

Over a 15-year period, the city created a 
20-year Comprehensive Plan that included 
enhancements to the parks and trails 
system, a 5-year Master Plan, as well as 
various neighborhood development plans. 
However, as Perri points out, “15 years 
later,	we	hadn’t	seen	a	lot	of	evidence	
of work being done around any of those 
plans, so we wanted to alter that.”
But, before the city could implement its 
plan, it needed to undergo an inventory 
analysis of its parks system to identify 
the major capital investments needed 
throughout each neighborhood and 
community. The first step entailed 
intensive data collection and analysis, 
which	pinpointed	South	Bend’s	basic	
needs in terms of green space and 
amenities. The city enlisted the expertise 
of GreenPlay, LLC, to employ its Geo 
Referenced Standards Amenities Program 

Lu Ella Webster has lived in the city 
of South Bend, Indiana, for the past 
67 years. Growing up in a family of 15 
children, Webster fondly reflects on her 
childhood when Sundays meant going 
to the park with her parents and siblings 
to picnic and enjoy the outdoors. She 
says back then, people in the community 
looked forward to going to the park 
because they were accessible, warm 
and inviting. However, as time passed, 
“we kind of lost that accessibility in the 
community,” says Webster, who witnessed 
her beloved neighborhood park gradually 
succumb to years of neglect and decay, 
describing its condition as “deplorable.”

One day, a member of the South Bend 
City Council approached the lifelong 
resident and encouraged her to participate 
on the park board. “I was hesitant to do 
it at first,” Webster confesses. But then 
she thought about all the times she had 
complained about the city not doing 
enough for her community, much less her 
beloved	Kelly	Park.	So,	Webster	agreed	
to join the board — a decision she admits 
was “the best thing I could have ever 
done.”

Webster along with her fellow residents 
are among those who have made their 
voices known to city leaders, as well as 
to the City of South Bend Venues Parks 
& Arts (VPA) about the future of their 
community. “Our parks system was tired,” 
notes Aaron Perri, executive director at 
VPA. “It was very evident from some of 
our marquee properties all the way down 
to the neighborhood parks and to our 
trails systems that there was deferred 
maintenance all over the place, and 
residents were asking for improvements.”
Hearing	their	constituents’	pleas	for	real,	
substantive change, the city pledged to 
create a master plan that would not only 
restore	South	Bend’s	public	spaces	to	
their former glory but would also “make 

(GRASP®), a system that impartially 
ranks the quality, condition and ability 
of every public park in the city to meet 
operational and programming needs. 
The collected data revealed specific 
areas that were underserved and lacked 
sufficient amenities. The city also worked 
with the Trust for Public Land (TPL) to 
conduct a ParkScore analysis.

According to Perri, South Bend is the 
first city outside of the top 100 cities to 
request a ParkScore study. He adds that 
it	wasn’t	enough	just	to	know	if	every	
area of the city had a park; it was also 
important to ask questions such as: “Is 
that	park	good	enough?	Does	it	have	
the types of amenities we would expect 
it to have, like shade structures on the 
playgrounds?”	Next,	the	city’s	Innovation	
and Technology Team integrated the 
ParkScore data with the GRASP data 
to provide a more complete picture of 
the overall health of its parks and trails 
system on a geographic level, and to 
help South Bend identify areas of need 
and opportunities for economic growth.
The city also sought input from the 
public by conducting a statistically valid 
survey — soliciting online and in-person 
feedback during numerous community 
stakeholder meetings. Throughout the 
data analysis and public input processes, 
it was evident that social equity was a 
key driver of the parks and trails plan.

“What’s	interesting	about	data	is	you’ll	
get a look at something that, perhaps, 
people	don’t	know	themselves,”	says	
Perri.	“For	example,	if	you’re	asking	on	
a survey: What would you like to see 
improved	in	your	park?	People	might	
write: I want a splashpad. But, what that 
question misses is some neighborhoods 
don’t	even	have	parks.	When	you	look	

Investing 
in South Bend
By Vitisia Paynich, Freelance Writer for 
Parks and Recreation	magazine

continued on page 19
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at the Trust for Public Land ParkScore 
and calibrate that data for accessibility, 
you might uncover that there is a park 
nearby,	but	this	neighborhood	can’t	
access	it,	because,	perhaps,	there’s	a	
railroad track in the way, an inaccessible 
path or no path at all.” However, by 
creating a path from the backend of the 
park to this neighborhood, it could solve 
the connectivity problem as opposed 
to building a new park. “Having that 
information helps us make some wise 
investments that way,” he says.

In 2016, the city teamed with 
SmithGroupJJR	to	work	on	the	project’s	
conceptual framework, a process that 
would take nine months to complete. 
“We initially started out with a high-level 
planning effort that looked at the whole 
river corridor and all the connections 
between the assets and the downtown 
parks,” explains Pat Doher, senior vice 
president, civil engineer, at SmithGroup. 
“From an overarching perspective, they 
really wanted these parks and the activity 
in	these	parks	to	‘surprise	and	delight’	a	
diverse user group,” he explains.

Doher recalls that when the city was 
searching for a firm to partner with 
on the project, “one of the things that 
intrigued them about our team was 
that we understood the demographics 
of the community; for example, we 
knew that South Bend had a significant 
Latino population.” He adds that the 
culturally diverse neighborhoods were 
the ones that were disconnected from 
the waterfront, and, therefore, the goal 
was making sure that trails and their 
assets were part of a network that offered 
connectivity to all neighborhoods.

Funding and Partnerships

Known	as	South	Bend’s	My	Parks	&	
Trails Project, this fully funded $51+ 
million endeavor encompasses all the 
city’s	six	districts,	making	it	the	single-
largest investment in park and public 
lands	in	South	Bend’s	152-year	history.	
“We funded the project in a way that is 
roughly: a third, a third and a third,” notes 
Perri.

One-third comes from private investment, 
which includes strategic partnerships 
with the University of Notre Dame, the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
and a grant from the Indiana Regional 
Cities initiative. The next one-third stems 
from Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) 
dollars. The final one-third comes from a 
property tax levy on the College Football 
Hall of Fame bond project, which the city 
has paid off and now those funds are 
being used for a park bond.

Howard Park

In early October 2017, South Bend 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg and community 
leaders broke ground on the nearly 
$15 million renovation of Howard Park, 
the	city’s	first	public	green	space.	
Considered a historic treasure, Howard 
Park began as a swampy landfill in the 
center of South Bend on the St. Joseph 
River and was officially named in honor 
of Councilman Timothy Howard in 1894. 
However, the years took a toll on the park 
and its major attractions, forcing the park 
department to close venues like the ice 
skating rink due to disrepair. Thanks to 

the Parks & Trails Project, this 12-acre 
park is now undergoing a major facelift.

The design boasts a new multiuse 
community center, which has been 
moved to the corner of Jefferson and St. 
Louis Boulevards. Its new location will 
complement the urban area surrounding 
the park that features retail shops and 
restaurants. This phase of the project 
also includes the construction of an 
interactive water feature and ice facility, 
which	will	enable	the	space	to	be	utilized	
year-round.	Enhancements	to	the	river’s	
edge include a wetland area to absorb 
stormwater and flooding, as well as bump 
outs for closer river access. The site will 
also comprise a multipurpose event lawn 
to accommodate large gatherings of up to 
3,000 people.

During the winter months, a winding ice 
trail will lead skaters through the park 
and onto a bridge. “People can walk 
underneath	the	bridge	as	you’re	skating	
above them, which will be a really neat 
feature,” says Perri. Attached to the ice 
trail	will	be	a	frozen	pond	for	ice	hockey	
and figure skating. In the summertime, 
the center of that ice trail will transform 
into	what	he	calls,	“a	splash	plaza,”	
where visitors can enjoy an interactive 
water feature offering, “a little more 
sophisticated level of splash,” laughs 
Perri.

The Howard Park project is slated for 
completion in fall 2019.

Investing in South Bend continued from page 18
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Seitz Park

Just north of Howard Park sits another 
gem	along	the	river	called	Seitz	Park.	
The smallest property in the whole parks 
system,	at	about	a	third	of	an	acre,	Seitz	
Park remains a popular locale among 
residents, with its scenic riverfront views 
and whitewater rafting offerings. The park 
also serves as an outdoor concert venue.

“Just recently, we installed an interactive 
public art display called the South Bend 
River	Lights,”	Perri	notes.	“It’s	a	pretty	
unique feature that was designed by 
internationally renowned lighting designer 
Rob Shakespeare.”

In late 2016, the University of Notre 
Dame reached a 50-year lease 
agreement with the city to build a 
hydroelectric turbine underneath the 
park, which will provide about 7 percent 
of	the	university’s	power	needs.

Upon completion of the hydroelectric 
project, the university will pay the 
city	$1	million	to	restore	Seitz	Park	
to pre-construction conditions, as 
well as provide additional funding for 
renovations.

“It’s	really	a	great	partnership,	because	
Notre Dame is investing in the restoration 
and then ultimately in the enhancement 
of	Seitz	Park,”	explains	Perri.	“We’re	
going to reconfigure some of the existing 
park, [add] a little bit more square footage 
for public use, accentuate the views and 
expand the river walk.”

Once this $5 million project is completed 
in summer 2020, the park will boast a 
new performance area, improvements to 
the bridge and promenade, as well as a 
new public building with restrooms and 
space for sales.

Charles Black Center 
and LaSalle Park

Over on the west side of town, the 
Charles Black Center and LaSalle Park 
will be the first redevelopment completed 
in the My Parks & Trails Project, which 
is expected to reopen between late 
September and early October 2018. 
Perri acknowledges that, historically, 
this	is	an	area	that	hasn’t	received	much	
investment compared to other areas of 
the city.

“It’s	a	very	diverse	area	of	town,”	he	
says,	and	“it’s	an	important	project	to	
the neighborhood.” A major part of this 
$4.5 million project entails doubling 
the	center’s	square	footage	and	totally	
renovating the existing property. Other 
new amenities include: three practice 
basketball courts, an expanded fitness 
center, music studio, a concession area, 
locker rooms and a bike repair shop.

Perri says the bike repair shop is a 
unique feature because it will be the first 
one located west of the river. The shop 
provides educational value, whereby 
neighborhood youth can learn how to 
repair bikes with the potential to turn 
those acquired skills into a business 
opportunity.

Landscaping is planned for around the 
building and in the park, while crews will 
perform	irrigation	work	on	LaSalle	Park’s	
soccer fields and install a large pavilion.

Kelly Park

For the past five years, the name Lu 
Ella Webster has been synonymous 
with	Kelly	Park.	That’s	because	this	
active community volunteer, along with 
her neighbor, Beth Sanford, are among 
the	park’s	chief	catalysts.	However,	
Webster credits 12 children, ages 8 
to 12, who were attending a Notre 
Dame-sponsored outreach program at 
Robinson Community Learning Center, 
for initially sounding the alarm about 
the	park’s	deteriorated	state	when	
they submitted a grant proposal to 
renovate the park, which was approved. 
“The park is right across the street 
from	where	I’ve	lived	all	my	life,”	says	
Webster.

The children raised the first $6,000 in 
grant funding, which got the ball rolling. 
When a local radio station learned what 
the kids were doing, it pledged to help 
the community get a new basketball 
court. Building on that momentum, the 
children began to communicate what 
they envisioned for their neighborhood 
park.

For her part, Webster has worked 
tirelessly	on	the	neighborhood’s	
behalf — from working with the park 
department, corporate donors and 
contractors on the project, to going 

continued on page 21
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door-to-door raising money selling bricks. 
“When one business found out about the 
project, other businesses came on-board 
by donating their time and services,” 
she explains. For example, a local brick 
company donated all the bricks for 
the columns in the park, while another 
company donated the fencing at cost. In 
addition, the Northeast Neighborhood 
Revitalization	Organization	donated	
$10,000 for playground equipment and 
Notre Dame Federal Union gave $5,000 
toward the project. As Webster puts it, “It 
was just like a dream come true!”

According to the People of Praise news 
blog, Webster and Sanford have raised 
$220,000 in donations to date. Webster 
says they are waiting for one final phase 
of the project to be completed, which 
she hopes will be soon. She explains, 
“We rebuilt everything that was in the 
park.	Now,	it’s	one	of	South	Bend’s	better	

parks.”	Webster	stresses	that	it’s	really	
about 12 children from the community 
who had a desire to make a difference by 
renovating their park. “I just happened to 
be in the right place at the right time to 
be able to help them do this,” she affirms.

A New Day in South Bend

After 15 years and several proposed 
master plans, South Bend is in the midst 
of a revival that has the park department, 
its strategic partners and community 
volunteers doing groundbreaking work 
while keeping their constituents up to 
date	on	the	city’s	continual	progress.	
What’s	one	lesson	other	agencies	can	
glean	from	South	Bend’s	experience?

Doher says: “When it comes to people 
planning parks or creating any kind of 
regeneration opportunity, we always 

talk about attracting new people, 
new businesses and new economic 
development — but nobody talks about 
making	sure	that	we’re	still	satisfying	
the people who are deeply rooted in the 
community. That was really important 
to South Bend, and we did a great job 
making sure that we listened to the 
people and businesses so that they 
didn’t	feel	like	we	were	doing	this	for	
somebody	else.	That’s	a	critical	thing,	
because	you	don’t	want	to	separate	
yourselves from the people who have 
made your community what it is and only 
think about whom you might want to 
attract.”

Reprinted with permission from Parks 
& Recreation	magazine	from	its	
September 2018 issue. Copyright 2018 
by the National Recreation and Park 
Association.
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successfully earn 
this prestigious 
certification. 
CPRE establishes 
a national 
standard for 
managerial, 
administrative and 
executive parks 
and recreation 
professionals. 
This mastery-level 
credential focuses 
on the practical 
knowledge and 

current real-world skills necessary in 
today’s	changing	park	and	recreation	
environment.

“Michael is a proven leader and innovator 
with a passion for advancing parks and 
recreation,” said Mark Westermeier, 
Director of CCPR. “We are so lucky to 
have him as a part of our leadership team.”

Klitzing,	who	has	served	Carmel	Clay	
Parks & Recreation since 2004, directed 
the opening of its $55 million community 
center and waterpark, initiated a contract 
to	manage	the	local	school	district’s	before	
and after school program serving over 
2,400 students daily and guided 
the growth of the department 
from 40 to nearly 600 employees. 
His leadership exemplifies 
entrepreneurial approaches 
in managing public services 
and establishing inclusion, 
sustainability (cost recovery) and 
innovation as core values of the 
department.

Klitzing	is	an	active	member	
of NRPA, he served as Chair 
of the Program Committee for 
the 2018 Conference. He is a 
Commissioner on the Commission 
for Accreditation of Park and 
Recreation agencies, which 
is responsible for establishing 
national standards and best 
practices for park and recreation 
systems and accrediting local, 
state and military agencies. 
Klitzing	is	a	former	member	of	the	

Chief	Operating	Officer	Klitzing	Named	
Top Park Professional In The Nation
Michael	Klitzing,	Chief	Operating	Officer	of	
Carmel Clay Parks & Recreation (CCPR), 
has received the National Distinguished 
Professional Award by the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). 
The award is presented to an individual 
who has made outstanding contributions 
to the parks and recreation field through 
leadership, research, advocacy, 
community outreach and program 
development. The award ceremony took 
place during the NRPA 2018 Annual 
Conference, Sept. 25-27, 2018, in 
Indianapolis.

“Michael has been instrumental in 
expanding and enhancing parks and 
recreation in the Carmel community,” 
said Carmel Mayor Jim Brainard. “He is 
a visionary leader who has transformed 
Carmel Clay Parks & Recreation into 
a	nationally	recognized	department	
receiving numerous awards including the 
prestigious 2014 National Gold Medal.”

Under	Klitzing’s	leadership,	CCPR	
obtained its national accreditation in 2014, 
and	the	NRPA	Barb	King	Environmental	
Stewardship Award and NRPA Excellence 
in Inclusion Award in 2015 and 2016 
respectively.	During	Klitzing’s	tenure,	
CCPR has also won numerous state and 
regional awards for its innovative facilities 
and programs, including its commitment to 
serving people with disabilities.

In	2011,	Klitzing	was	a	part	of	a	
distinguished group of individuals to 
take the inaugural Certified Park and 
Recreation Executive (CPRE) exam and 

Brownsburg Parks Board (2009–2016), 
serving five years as President, and is 
a current member of the Lake Lemon 
Conservancy	District	Board.	Klitzing	was	
the recipient of the New Professional 
Award from the American Park and 
Recreation Society/National Recreation 
and	Park	Association.	Klitzing	is	a	
frequent speaker at state and national 
conferences and presented at the 
Smart Cities & Sports Summit 2017 
in Montreal, sponsored by the World 
Union	of	Olympic	Cities.	At	last	year’s	
NRPA Conference in New Orleans, 
Klitzing	was	inducted	into	the	American	
Academy for Park and Recreation 
Administration (AAPRA), a national 
organization	comprised	of	125	active	
distinguished practitioners and educators 
who are leaders in the field of park and 
recreation.

Klitzing’s	education	includes	a	bachelor’s	
in economics at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana–Champaign and a 
master’s	in	Administration	of	Parks	and	
Recreation Systems from Southern 
Illinois University–Carbondale where he 
was	recognized	as	the	2015	Alumnus	of	
the Year.

Chief Operating Officer Klitzing Named 
Top Park Professional in the Nation
By Lindsay Labas, Carmel Clay Parks and Recreation, Marketing Director
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Party in the Park 
By Bailey Bromm, IPRA Intern

entirety of the Party in the Park event. 
During intermission, attendees enjoyed a 
performance by Wishes Dance Studio. 

We want to thank our entertainment 
sponsor, Tom Wood Volkswagen of 
Noblesville, our beer garden sponsors, 
Butler Fairman & Seifert Inc. and 
Advanced	Office	Logistics,	as	well	as	
our	kid’s	zone	sponsor,	Kid’s	Zone	Party	
Rentals. Additionally, we want to thank 

The Indiana Parks and Recreation 
Foundation’s	inaugural	Party	in	the	Park	
event, held on Saturday, October 13, 
2018 at the Federal Hill Commons Park in 
Noblesville, was a great way to kick off the 
fall season. Food trucks, local breweries, 
wellness vendors, and the Flying Toasters 
came together for a fantastic evening 
of family fun, all while raising money to 
benefit	the	Indiana	Parks	and	Recreation	
Foundation’s	scholarship	fund.	Bringing	in	
close	to	700	people,	the	first	Party	in	the	
Park	was	definitely	a	success!

The	evening’s	events	began	around	
5:00	PM	with	the	entire	Market	Plaza	
area booming with various food trucks, 
including three additional beer and 
wine vendors. From BBQ sandwiches 
to cupcakes, and seafood to Thai food, 
the	vendors	had	it	covered!	A	kid’s	area,	
sponsored	by	Kid’s	Zone	Party	Rentals,	
included	inflatable	games,	face	painting,	
and other activities provided by Caravan 
Classes for our younger attendees to 
enjoy. Additionally, wellness vendors such 
as Align Orthodontics, 9Round Fitness, 
and Aerial Fit2Fly were eager to reach out 
to the community and allow guests the 
opportunity to learn more about what they 
have to offer. 

As guests enjoyed their food and relaxed 
on the lawn, mingling with friends and 
family, the Flying Toasters provided an 
amazing	performance	throughout	the	

all of the food and beverage vendors, 
wellness vendors, and supporters of 
Party in the Park; our event would not 
have been possible without you! 

We look forward to seeing everyone 
at the second annual Party in the Park 
event next year! 
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2019 Indiana Park & Recreation 
Association Conference & Expo

FRENCH LICK, INDIANA  •  February 19 - 21, 2019

SAVE THE DATE!
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