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Corporate Member Spotlight
This new feature will run each month to highlight 

our corporate members! Check it out!

NEW! 
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From the Executive Director

2018 IPRA Conference, 
January 30th - February 1st
Fort Wayne will be the location of the 
next Annual Conference and it’s shaping 
up to be our best event ever. We’ve 
moved from a Wednesday - Friday 
pattern to Tuesday - Thursday at member 
request. Tuesday will include several 
educational and fun opportunities to tour 
local facilities, and we have some very 
special speakers lined up for Wednesday 
and Thursday. The expo hall will be our 
largest ever and will include lots of new 
activities and exhibitors.  

Certifications
A new certification course has been 
added to our annual lineup. Certified 
Youth Sports Administrator. In October, 
we will host our first CYSA training at 
the Monon Community Center. This 
training is crucial for any organization 
running youth sports leagues. For more 
information or to register, go to the 
events/certifications page on our website.

In Conclusion 
As you can see, IPRA is a very busy 
organization focused on serving our 
member’s needs. If you have suggestions 
how we could serve you better, please 
call or email me, I’d love to hear your 
ideas! Have a great summer!

Greetings IPRA Members:

The busy summer season is in full swing 
for all you of and for the IPRA team. We 
have new faces on the staff, and soon 
will have a new location for our offices as 
well. Here are just a few things we want 
to share:

Staff Information
We’re very pleased to have welcomed 
Lynn Zeheralis to the IPRA team. Lynn 
comes to us from another membership 
organization where she had extensive 
experience with marketing and customer 
service. Lynn will handle all IPRA 
communications, along with member 
services. IPRA will also be expanding 
our staff with the addition of a part-time 
Development Coordinator who will focus 
on growing our fundraising efforts and 
events on behalf of the Foundation. We 
are also fortunate to have three interns 
this summer who are working hard on 
various projects like the salary survey, 
member engagement analysis and event 
marketing.

We’re On the Move
Carmel Clay Parks and Recreation’s 
Monon Community Center has been 
IPRA’s home for several years, and 
we can’t adequately express our 
appreciation for their generous support 
and hospitality during that time. However, 
in early August we will be relocating our 
offices to The Green Room at Federal 
Hill Commons. The city of Noblesville’s 
Parks Department has made room for us 
at their new venue and we are excited 

to continue to be 
housed in a member 
department’s facility.

2016 Annual Report 
Each of you should 
have received a copy 
in the mail earlier 
this year. The Board 
of Directors and I 
are very proud of 
the gains we made 
in 2016, and look 
forward to expanding 
on them this year. 
If you haven’t seen 
the report and would 
like to review it, look 
under the “Who We 
Are” tab on our website.

Salary Survey
In an effort to continue expanding member 
services, IPRA is working on its first ever 
salary survey. We’ve asked for input from 
members to design and implement a 
survey that will yield valuable information. 
Once complete, a report will be produced 
that compares salary/benefits, etc. across 
positions and types/sizes of departments.
All IPRA members who participate in 
the survey will receive a free copy of the 
report. Those who do not participate will 
be able to purchase the survey report.

Fall Retreat
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for 
September 20-21 for the Annual Fall 
Retreat. This year the event will be held at 
the beautiful Osprey Pointe in Noblesville. 
Watch you email for registration 
information. 

2018 IPRA Conference & Expo
Grand Wayne Convention Center
Fort Wayne, Indiana
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The Indiana Park and Recreation 
Foundation’s (IPRF) annual Dollars for 
Scholars Golf Outing was another huge 
success. The charity tournament, held at 
Eagle Creek Golf Course this year, saw 
over 75 people from various organizations 
and companies come together for a relaxing 
day on the course.
 
It was a fun-filled afternoon for people 
as they not only played a round of golf at 
beautiful Eagle Creek, but also participated 
in several games and activities sprinkled 
around the course. Whether it was driving 
a marshmallow off a tee, playing croquet, 
or participating in a putting contest there 
was an activity for seemingly everyone. 
Participants also had the opportunity to 
enter a raffle for a chance to win tickets to 
qualifying at the Indy 500, free rounds of 
golf at Purgatory, or money from a 50/50 
raffle.

The tournament also gave people an 
opportunity to catch up with colleagues, 
network, and socialize throughout the 
day. Thanks to the beautiful weather the 
tournament ran smoothly and was a blast 
for people including Mr. Kinnamon, a 

Sales Representative 
for Norwalk Concrete 
Industries, who said, 
“The golf outing is a 
great way to meet 
people who are looking 
for ideas to improve 
their parks. What I enjoy 
most is golfing with our 
customers, it allows us 
to spend quality time 
with them, and have a 
few good laughs!”
 
The tournament winner 
was a team from the 
South Bend Parks 
Department. Tony Stearns, Nick Stetler, 
Tom Foster, and Dave Firestone all had an 
excellent day on the course as they drove, 
chipped, and putted their way to victory. 
Susan O’Connor who is the President of 
the IPRF and Deputy Director of South 
Bend Parks said, “As experts in the field 
we enjoy supporting this cause; helping 
fellow professionals with professional 
development and being a part of providing 
scholarships to students coming up in the 
field. A special part of the day is seeing 

everyone from across 
the state and recreating 
with them.”
 
Of course, the 
tournament was all in 
the name of charity 
as the proceeds went 
to the IPRF which 
provides scholarships 
to students and 
professionals, as 
well as fostering and 

supporting research related to park and 
recreation. This year the IPRA raised over 
12,000 dollars from the golf outing which 
will be put toward advancing and promoting 
park, recreation, and leisure services in the 
state of Indiana.

2017 Dollars for Scholars
By Sam Osborne, IPRA Intern
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From the Co-Presidents
By Will Lacey and Dan McGuire

Greetings Fellow IPRA Members,

Can you believe we are already halfway 
through 2017? It has been a busy start to 
the summer, and we have already seen 
a variety of thrilling changes happening 
here at the IPRA. Whether it’s moving our 
offices to a new location or the addition of 
Lynn Zeheralis to the staff, there are plenty 
of reasons to be excited about the future 
of the IPRA. As we head into the fall we 
hope to continue building on this great year 
and begin preparations for the 2018 IPRA 
Conference.

As many of you know the IPRA will be 
moving out of its current office in the 
Monon Community Center. After weeks 

of inquiries and office visits we are 
thrilled the IPRA will be moving into 
the Green Room at the Forest Hills 
Common. The property, which is 

owned by the city of Noblesville Parks & 
Recreation Department, is perfectly suited 
to fit all the IPRA’s needs moving forward.

We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to Carmel Clay Parks & 
Recreation Department for allowing us to 
call the Monon Community Center home 
for over six years. Words cannot express 
how appreciative we are to have had this 
wonderful location as our home office.  

We are excited to welcome Lynn Zeheralis 
into the family. Lynn comes to us from 
a membership organization where she 
worked as marketing coordinator. Originally 
from Dyer, Indiana, Lynn graduated from 

Butler in 2015 with a degree in Marketing 
and a minor in Management Information 
Systems from the Holcomb School of 
Business. She is looking forward to settling 
into her new job and once again working 
for a non-profit.

January 30 - February 1, 2018
 

2018 Indiana Park & Recreation Association 
Conference & Expo

 
Grand Wayne Convention Center

Fort Wayne, Indiana
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We are Evansville Parks and Recreation
By Lisa Wube, Program Service Director

The City of Evansville’s Department of 
Parks & Recreation oversees the operation 
of 65 parks and 21 recreational facilities 
that include more than 2,500 acres of land 
in the City of Evansville and Vanderburgh 
County, Indiana. Evansville is the third 
largest city in Indiana with hometown 
values at its core. Situated alongside 
the beautiful Ohio River, Evansville 
originated in 1812 and has been on the 
move ever since. Elected in 2011, Mayor 
Lloyd Winnecke is proud to serve as 
a voice for Evansville’s approximately 
120,000 citizens. Our department’s 
mission statement is, “Creating quality 
of life opportunities by providing safe 
environments and affordable programs to 
enhance fun, fitness, and education for 
residents of all ages in our community,” 
and through existing facilities as well 
as future projects that are in the works, 
we believe we are well on our way to 
continuing to achieve that mission.  

Pigeon Creek Greenway Passage
The Pigeon Creek Greenway Passage is 
a 6.75 walking/jogging/biking trail along 
the Pigeon Creek and Ohio Riverfront. The 
10-foot wide paved trail showcases the 
creek and the banks of the Ohio River in 
downtown as it connects neighborhoods, 
parks, business districts, and nature areas 
making it a very popular destination for 
residents of Evansville and out of town 
visitors alike. In 2004, the Pigeon Creek 
Greenway Passage was designated a 
National Recreation Trail by the National 
Parks Service. This prestigious award 

designated the Greenway as a component 
of a larger national trail system that 
stretches across the United States. Efforts 
are underway for an expansion project 
that will eventually allow the Greenway to 
encircle the entire city. 

Roberts Park
One of the four main components of Mayor 
Winnecke’s “Build 4 Evansville” initiative is 
the construction of Roberts Park. Located 
on the grounds of the former Roberts 
Municipal Stadium, Roberts Park will 
be Evansville’s first “Destination Park.”  
Boasting over 650 acres of land, early 
renderings of what this future park will look 
like include: a brand new, ADA accessible 
playground, a great lawn & pavilion (to be 
used for gatherings and events), numerous 
trails, multi-purpose sports fields, and 
more! The planned trails throughout the 
park will allow it to connect to existing 
parks and facilities such as Wesselman 
Park, the Evansville State Hospital Park, 

Hartke Pool, and Swonder Ice Arena, 
giving residents a large amount of green 
space and enhanced amenities within the 
community. Roberts Park  is slated for 
completion in the near future.

Splash Into Summer
To kick-off the summer and celebrate our 
six outdoor pools opening, our department 
has hosted “Splash Into Summer” for 
the last three years. This event allows 
us, other city departments, and local 
businesses to team up with local Wal-
Mart stores for a donation drive and also 

allows our department to host cookouts 
on the weekends throughout the summer 
at the different city pools. The goal of the 
donation drive is to collect items that will 
be given to children and families which 
aims to make swimming more affordable, 
encourage attendance at city swimming 
pools, and increase participation in 
swimming competitions. Items collected 
at the donation drive include: swimming 
trunks, bathing suits, beach towels, swim 
diapers, and flip flops.  

C.K. Newsome Community Center 
Learning Garden
Groundbreaking efforts took place in May 
for our new Learning Garden on the front 
lawn of the C.K. Newsome Community 
Center. The Learning Garden will provide a 
hands on learning experience for members 
of the community while also increasing the 
community’s knowledge of healthy foods 
and eating habits. This new project will 
provide another opportunity for increased 
exposure for our Community Center, which 
in addition to housing our main offices, 
also features room rentals, sports leagues, 
fitness classes, and other community 
events.  

The Evansville Parks and Recreation 
Department takes pride in building strong 
connections between residents, leaders, 
and children. With a deep commitment and 
intentional drive to develop relationships 
throughout the city, the impact has been 
immeasurable!
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On the heels of Fort Wayne being named 
a “Playful City USA” for the eighth time, 
it seemed appropriate to revisit one of 
the city’s most playful accomplishments. 
Taylor’s Dream Boundless Playground, 
dedicated June 10, 2011, was the first 
Boundless Playground in Indiana. Not only 
was it inspirational for our department, 
but it set into motion dozens of similar 
regional projects. The playground was 
named after Taylor Reuille who was only 
eleven years old when she noticed that 
her friend Mallory’s disabilities kept her 
from playing on the playground equipment. 
Taylor believed everyone should have fun 
and so she and her mom researched the 
issue of accessibility and inclusiveness. 
They discovered information on Boundless 
playgrounds and realized these special 
places were the solution to providing hours 
of entertainment for children with physical, 
sensory, developmental and cognitive 
disabilities. A determined Taylor, with her 
mother’s help, formed a movement called 
Taylor’s Friendship Circle to build the first 
boundless playground in Indiana. Mayor 
Tom Henry asked our Department to lead 
the project and called on City residents to 
support this $1.3 million public campaign. 
The playground took four years to plan, 
fundraise and build. 

From the beginning of the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s involvement, 
we wanted the playground to be true to 
Taylor’s dream, so it was essential that 
the kids who would use the playground 
help design it. We asked our community 
partners, Turnstone Center for Children 
and Adults with Disabilities and the League 
for the Blind and Disabled, to help us 
find the right families to give us input on 
this project. When we had a good mix of 
representatives from those organizations, 
as well as children of all ages and abilities, 
we held a design party. The enthusiastic 
group included Taylor, and they were 
asked what they’d like to see on the 
playground. We gave them giant sheets 
of paper, markers, glue, scissors and 
playground equipment catalogs, and let 
them go at it. Our in-house maintenance 
and landscape team used their ideas to 
come up with some initial renderings, and 
then went back to the group to make sure 
we were on the right track. After many 
redesigns and meetings with playground 
manufacturers, the plans were finalized 
and Playworld Systems was chosen to 
provide the playground equipment.

Taylor’s Dream is 42,000 square feet 
and features an accessible splash pad 
surrounded by three circular pods of 
playground equipment and activity areas 
on changing elevations with connecting 
accessible ramps:

The Alpha Pod, designed for younger 
children (2 – 5 years), provides 
opportunities for parallel play, group 
and solitary play. It also encourages 
role playing, socialization and creative, 
imaginative play. 
The Beta Pod, designed for children of all 
ages (2-12 years), provides an intriguing, 
multi-sensory themed play area featuring 
a fossilized T-Rex skeleton, which is part 
of Playworld Systems’ Origins™ line, for 
exploration. Playworld Systems’ NEOS® 
360 was the world’s first outdoor electronic 
play system that promotes competition and 
teamwork among all age groups. NEOS 
delivers a workout comparable to jogging 
or a game of soccer by combining the 
movement of aerobic exercise with the 
speed and dexterity of video games. 
The Gamma Pod, designed for older 
children (5 – 12 years), offers broader 
opportunities for parallel play, group 
and solitary play. It also encourages 

Taylor’s Dream: Play for All
By Natalie Eggeman, Public Information Officer, Fort Wayne Parks & Recreation Department

Continued on page 13
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role playing, socialization and creative, 
imaginative play. Motion is an important 
aspect of play in this area. The Aero Glider, 
a multi-user rocker, accommodates two 
wheelchairs, has a true 60” turning radius 
on the glider platform and has handholds 
and footholds on the back sides. 

To further involve all the senses to serve 
individuals who are blind, textured panels 
were incorporated into the playground’s 
design, to engage people through touch. 
And the landscaping included grasses 
that rustle in the wind and plants that are 
fragrant when their leaves are rubbed. 
Children with cochlear implants can safely 
use the stainless steel slides instead of the 
synthetic version. 

Since the grand opening, Taylor’s Dream 
has been ranked number 16 out of 
30 of the most impressive accessible 
playgrounds in the world from Special 
Education Degrees, and rated 21 out of the 
top 50 playgrounds in the United States by 
Early Childhood Education Zone. But what 
means even more to us, and probably to 
Taylor too, is that this playground is well 
used, it’s serving its original purpose to let 
children of all abilities play together, and 
no one is left out.

It’s fitting that six years after the grand 
opening, another child by the name of 
Mallory was enjoying the playground the 
day I visited. Mallory’s mom, Erica Walker, 
told me that Mallory has Cerebral Palsy. 
When she was 6 months old, she had 
brain surgery to stop her seizures and that 
surgery caused Mallory to be weak on one 
side of her body. Erica takes Mallory to 
Taylor’s Dream because it’s safer for her 
than other playgrounds. “When Mallory 
runs, she falls frequently due to her 
weakness. An injury that would be minor 
to most children might be life-threatening 
to Mallory, so we have to be very careful 

about where she plays. I 
worry less here because 
this turf is much more 
forgiving than the concrete, 
or even mulch which can 
poke her skin,” said Erica. 
“The handrails help her 
maintain her balance and 
the wide walk areas are 
great to give her more 
room to move around.” 
Mallory told me that she 
likes the swings and the 
slides, and she loves 
rocking in the Aero Glider 
with friends. 

Taylor’s Dream was designed with the 
intent of adding more equipment as more 
funds became available and last year 
two more pieces were added. The Cozy 
Cocoon is fun for any child ages 2 – 12, 
but it was designed especially for children 
with autism. It provides an enclosed space 
for autistic children to escape to when 
there’s too much stimulation. The sphere 
spins, but has helpful grips for entering 
and exiting, the interior has molded-in 
features for tactile experience and there 
are windows on both sides of the cocoon, 
allowing adults to supervise. A Hatched 
(Dinosaur) Egg was the other piece added, 
next to the T-Rex skeleton. It’s a great 
place for kids to hide, or to climb on.

Megan Butler’s five-year old son was 
diagnosed with autism nearly two years 
ago. “Autism for our family has had its 
challenges, but also its joys. Particularly, 
seeing the community rally around 
autistic children and strive to integrate 
seamlessly has been heartening,” said 
Megan. “Taylor’s Dream has been a 
favorite playground for us. My son gets 
overwhelmed with lots of other children 
and sometimes needs a retreat. At Taylor’s 
Dream this need is understood and 
met. He loves snuggling up in the 
cocoon and the Hatched Egg when 
he wants a respite. I can sit right 
outside these pieces and, through 
talking to him, help him process 
what’s happening around him.  And, 
when he’s feeling secure again he 
can hop right out and join in the 
fun.” 
A Play Task Force was developed 
shortly after Taylor’s Dream was 
designed to initiate additional 
methods to make Fort Wayne 
more accessible and playful. The 
group, made up of representative 
from Turnstone, the League for the 
Blind, the YMCA, Easter Seals Arc, 
Fort Wayne Community Schools 
and the Volunteer Center at RSVP, 
worked with recreational, physical 

and occupational therapists to create 
therapy guides for each playground pod. 
The guides were assembled in an easy-
to-follow manner, with pictures of each 
piece of equipment and directions on how 
they could be used. The guides can be 
downloaded at www.fortwayneparks.org. 
“One of the initial guiding principles of 
Taylor’s Dream was to provide education 
and opportunities to the individuals 
who assist children with special needs, 
whether they’re parents, therapists, or 
even caregivers,” said Al Moll, Director 
of Fort Wayne Parks & Recreation. “The 
availability of these free therapy guides is 
a way to provide targeted therapy for the 
children who can benefit from it, but they 
also provide play ideas for all children.”

From the start, the Fort Wayne community 
quickly shared Taylor’s dream and helped 
raise the $1.3 million required to make it a 
reality. A nice-sized portion of the funding, 
and much-needed exposure, came from 
citizens voting every day in an online 
competition called the Pepsi Refresh 
Challenge that won the park $70,000--
$40,000 made possible by CVS/pharmacy, 
as part of their All Kids Can program, and 
$30,000 from the Pepsi Refresh grant. The 
park beat out entries all over the country, 
most of which were much larger cities, 
due to this relentless effort. Taylor and her 
family also raised over $10,000 through 
community and school fundraising and 
the City of Fort Wayne provided $250,000 
toward the playground fund. 

“We’re proud that Indiana’s first Boundless 
Playground was built here in Fort Wayne 
and we invite families who visit our area to 
enjoy the playground during their trip,” said 
Mayor Henry. “Taylor’s Dream is a model 
for how a community can come together to 
enhance facilities and improve the quality 
of life for all residents.”

Taylor’s Dream: Play for All
Article continued from page 12
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IPRA Fall Retreat
Osprey Pointe at Morse 
Lake in Noblesville

SAVE THE DATE

September 
20 & 21, 2017
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Several years ago I had the pleasure of 
traveling in Greece where I came across 
a tree covered with brightly knitted yarn 
outside of a yarn store. Many who passed 
by would stop and take photos, myself 
included, and appreciate the artwork. I 
remember thinking it was a beautiful way 
to bring attention to an area and wondered 
if there was a way to do our own version in 
Bluffton. 

Upon my return, I shared my experience 
with friends and family, and told them about 
the tree dressed in a sweater. I got more 
than one funny look, so I searched online 
for a photo to show them what I was talking 
about. That is when I learned there was an 
entire art movement called yarn bombing, 
and it was popping up in countries like the 
United Kingdom, Australia, and here in the 
United States.   

Yarn bombing, also known as yarn 
storming, is a form of street art in which 
the artist transforms public spaces with 
colorful knits or crocheted yarn or fabric. 
Knitting and wrapping objects in bright 
yarn gives everyday items a whimsical 
look. It just so happens that the Bluffton 
Parks Department has a very active group 
of ladies who regularly sign up for knitting 
and crochet lessons and were more than 
happy to join in some mischief. We also 
contacted some very talented people from 
Annie’s Publishing who print magazines 
on crochet and knitting, and they were also 
enthusiastic to get involved.  

With a measuring tape in hand, we went to 
work on a cold February morning and jotted 
down the dimensions of the trees, pavilion 
posts, swing supports, and basketball goals 
at Washington Park. E-mails were sent out 

to the group who picked which items they 
wanted to cover, and months went by while 
they worked on their projects in secret. 

The artists were given the freedom to 
create their projects any way they liked, and 
we couldn’t be happier with the outcome. 
Three of the posts depict the seasonal 
changes of an apple tree. There is one of a 
girl with flowing yellow ribbon hair, another 
which reads “I Love Parks,” some have 
three-dimensional flowers, and others show 
samples of various stitch techniques. The 
trees are wrapped with simple chain stitch, 
some with colorful patterns, and one with a 
dream catcher in the “Y” of the trunk. 

Typically the installation of projects like 
these occur at night in order to catch people 
by surprise and bring a smile to passersby. 
We ultimately decided a late-night spree 
wasn’t practical with so many pieces and 
elected to complete the project during the 
daylight hours. The artwork took two days 
to install and everyone who passed by was 
delighted with the quirkiness of the project. 

With news spreading fast in a small town, 
the park made the front page of the Bluffton 
News-Banner the next day and the Fort 
Wayne Journal Gazette within the week. 
The many Facebook comments also let us 
know the project was well-received.  

Community member Nola Starkey wrote, 
“Awesome to see the bright yarn designs as 
you drive by!” 

Meanwhile, Melissa Thompson agreed, “I 
love this so much! Every time I drive by it 
makes me smile”. 

Now when you visit the park, you see moms 
pulling out their cameras and taking photos 
of their children next to the colorful artwork 
or small kids running their hands up and 
down the newly covered basketball posts. 

The Bluffton Parks Department is glad to 
have outdoor art the kids can experience up 
close, and inspire them to imagine everyday 
items in a new way. We would also like to 
thank the artists who worked long hours on 
this project. 

In order to experience the artwork, visitors 
can stop by Washington Park at 310 E. 
Ohio St. in Bluffton, Ind. until the end of 
summer. 

Yarn Bombing Bluffton
By Brandy Fiechter
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Project Description:

The Glenview Park District Park and 
Facility Services East building is a 10,416 
square foot maintenance facility located at 
1100 Roosevelt Avenue at the northwest 
corner of Roosevelt Ave and Glenview 
Road. The building was completed in 
February 2016.  

This new facility replaces the previous 
Park Service’s facility that was destroyed 
by fire in 2010. This 2.7 acre site was 
originally the headquarters of the Swain 
Nelson Nursery from 1894-1953. Being 
surrounded by residential neighborhoods, 
one of the design challenges involved the 
building’s sensitive positioning on the site. 
The entire maintenance yard and material 
bins are screened from the public with 
natural cedar fencing and the building is 
set into the northwest corner of the site. 
A new and safer site access drive was 
created off Roosevelt Avenue allowing 
the drive off Glenview Road to be closed. 
Twelve new parking spaces were created 
for staff and public outside of the secured 
maintenance yard.

The public entry, restrooms, and meeting 
space are all along the east side marking 
this as the primary civic façade that 
welcomes the neighborhood in through 
the generous use of glazing on this 
elevation. The natural setting inspired the 
use of wood elements in the structure and 
screening in the public spaces. Natural 
light is also brought into the facility through 
six skylights 17 feet above the main 
corridor as well as through a continuous 
128-foot long clerestory along the north 
ridge of the service bay volume.

The simple planning diagram consists of 
two shifted program bars both linked by 
a primary east-west corridor. The larger 
south program bar contains all service 
bays for vehicles and larger equipment for 
carpentry, welding, electrical, plumbing, 
HVAC, pool operations and custodial 
services. The smaller north program bar 
contains staff amenities, storage, and 
building support spaces.

The final site and building design now 
integrates park district maintenance staff 
and their equipment back onto a prominent 
corner site in a much more contextual 
and design friendly way that benefits 
the surrounding neighborhood while 
also providing the District with long term 
operational efficiencies.

Creative Use of Materials:

Although the facility is not a USGBC LEED 
facility, it was designed to LEED Silver 
standards resulting in significant energy 
and water conservation. 

Sustainable Site features:
• The exterior lighting design reduces light 

pollution from the building and site.

• Landscape material is drought-tolerant 
native and adapted species intended to 
provide four season interest.

• The design minimizes water use for 
irrigation. With no permanent irrigation, 
hose bibs are provided to supply water 
in times of drought. 

• Precipitation is managed with a 
detention basin / rain garden planted 
with native species of plants.

• The landscape behind the building 
functions as a small scale tree nursery.

Park & Facility Services East Maintenance Facility
By Daniel Atilano

Water efficiency features:
• Water conserving plumbing fixtures were 

installed to help reduce overall water 
use including dual flush toilets, low flow 
shower heads and faucets.

Energy features:
• 100% LED lighting, daylight controls 

w/ natural daylighting throughout, 
networked web accessible lighting 
controls, hi-lo parking lot lighting via 
motion sensors, and vacancy operation 
motion sensors.

• 5 skylights that bring natural light into 
the middle of the building, saving energy 
during the day.

• Air handling units exceed minimum 
Energy Efficient Ratio (EER) of 11 with 
ratings of 15.2 and 12.

• 96% efficient gas fired water heater

Summary:

The rebuilding process after the November 
2010 fire that destroyed the original 
building was not an easy task. It was with 
the help and support of the residents, 
staff, Park Board and project team that an 
unfortunate event became a positive. 
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With their love for outdoor activities it’s 
no surprise Norwalk Concrete Industries 
owners are building strong customer 
relationships in the Parks & Recreation 
Industry.

Brothers John Lendrum and Jeff Malcolm 
grew up around complex machinery in the 
company yards of their family’s business 
in Norwalk, Ohio. The two NCI leaders 
also have special memories of family-time 
away from the casting yards. “My family 
has always been outdoor oriented,” said 
Malcolm, the company’s vice president.
In its 111th year of business, that mutual 
love of work and play continues for NCI. 
With the company’s quality products 
honed over the previous century, NCI 
began providing products with parks and 
recreation in mind.

“We make the items which go within the 
park,” said NCI Sales Representative Scott 
Kinnamon. “We manufacture the restrooms, 
storage buildings, concession stands, 
dugouts and press boxes. We also make 
a product line for precast table tennis and 
disc golf.

“Disc golf is a growing trend,” Kinnamon 
said. “Park and rec directors want people to 
use their parks. So a lot are installing disc 
golf courses. We’re producing tee boxes 
and bases for the disc golf poles which 
allow installation without the use of large 
trucks pouring concrete. One of the benefits 
of precast, it’s all done instantly.”

While NCI’s parks and recreation products 
can be found today throughout most of 

the Midwest, the company 
first became known for its 
Norwalk steel molds used 
for burial vaults. Today, while 
the Norwalk name remains 
built on quality and integrity, 
the company’s product line 
includes not only items for 
the parks and recreation 
industry, but also heavy/
highway construction, 
site development, utility 
structures, wastewater, 
residential, and storm 
water treatment systems, 
precast modular buildings 
and a variety of custom-
engineered products. 
Kinnamon takes the 
company’s motto to heart, and works 
diligently with customers in order to meet 
their needs. “NCI has always been a small-
niche precaster – ‘You Dream It, We’ll Cast 
It’ is our motto. What’s significant about our 
buildings is that they are all custom-made.” 
While competitors offer various models of 
buildings and restrooms we are the only 
one that is totally adaptable.” Case in point, 
a customer wanted an exterior, four-head 
shower facility on the side of their restroom 
so people could rinse off before heading 
into the building; NCI fulfilled the request. 
All NCI products are proudly built in its 
hometown casting yards. “Most of our 
restroom facilities are designed to be 
shipped on the back of a large truck,” 
Kinnamon said. “They come 100-percent 
assembled, with plumbing and electrical 
done.”

NCI-designed, built and engineered 
facilities can be found throughout Indiana, 
from Fulton to Dearborn and Monroe to 
Vigo counties. “We’ve been very active in 
the state,” Kinnamon said. “They know our 
name and our affiliation within the parks and 
rec industry. We’re very appreciative for the 
business we have gotten in Indiana parks.”
“From a quality standpoint NCI’s structural 
warranties are top-notched,” said Smithson 
“We’re always in the top 97 percentile with 
our National Precast Concrete Association 
inspections.”

Malcolm said NCI’s products promoting 
outdoor activities, and its relationships with 
parks and recreation departments, is more 
than just about business. It’s something 
company employees believe is important. 
“We all enjoy parks and rec facilities,” 
Malcolm said of his company’s 90+ 
employees and their families. “We have a 

lot of vibrant, young employees who 
think these types of park and rec 
products are pretty innovative and they 
take pride in them.”

Taking pride in providing the best, 
unsurpassed quality in its products 
with a laser focus on customer 
satisfaction is something NCI has 
been doing for three generations.

Norwalk Concrete Industries, Taking on the Great Outdoors
By Jeff Malcolm

Corporate Member Spotlight
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ACTIVE Network
717 N Harwood Street
Suite 2500
Dallas, TX 75201
469.729.3421
www.activecommunities.com 
David Fleck
andy.vanica@activenetwork.com 

American Clean & Seal
4469 Bragdon Street
Indianapolis, IN 46226
317.536.0211
www.acs-indy.com
www.americanepoxyresurfacing.com
Jeff Wood
jwood@acs-indy.com

American Ramp Company
601 McKinley
Joplin, MO 64801
417.206.6816
www.americanrampcompany.com 
Robb Jones
robb@americanrampcompany.com 

Anchor Audio
5931 Darwin Court
Carlsbad, CA 92008
800.262.4671
www.anchoraudio.com 
Anchor Audio
sales@anchoraudio.com 

ANP Lighting
9044 Del Mar Avenue
Montclair, CA 91763
800.548.3227
www.anplighting.com 
Gerald Fisher
jfisher@anplighting.com 

AnythingWeather / 
iStrike Lightning Alerts
77851 Las Montanas Road
Suite C
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760.459.2079
www.istrikealert.com
Gregg Potter
gregg@anythingweather.com

ASET Services, Inc
6598 E. Canton S. Boston Road
Salem, IN 47167
812.528.2743
www.asetservices.com
Paul W. Elliott, PhD, PE, CPSI
info@asetservices.com

BAMWX / Thor Guard
1347 Old Hickory Drive
Greenwood, IN 46142
317.519.2334
www.bamwx.com
Bryan Kilgore
bryan@bamwx.com

Banning Engineering
853 Columbia Road, #101
Plainfield, IN 46168
317.707.3700
www.BanningEngineering.com
Sarah Browning
sbrowning@banning-eng.com

BGI Fitness
8804 Bash Street, Suite E
Indianapolis, IN 46256
317.813.2257
www.bgifitnesscommercial.com
Justin Mize
jmize@bgindy.com

Blonde Entertainment
P.O. Box 88688
Indianapolis, IN 46208
317.407.3468
www.blondeentertainment.com
Lisa Sauce
lisa@blondeentertainment.com

Bobrick Washroom 
Equipment
3004 E. 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220
317.253.5248
www.wmbakerco.com
John Robison
john@wmbakerco.com

Brandstetter Carroll Inc.
2360 Chauvin Drive
Lexington, KY 40517
859.268.1933
www.bciaep.com
Patrick D. Hoagland, ASLA
phoagland@bciaep.com

VENDOR DIRECTORY 

ALPHABETICAL LISTING
USE THE INFORMATION 
IN THIS DIRECTORY TO 
CONTACT VENDORS TO 
RECEIVE MORE DETAILS ON 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
ADVERTISED IN THIS ISSUE.
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Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf
626 N. Illinois Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317.635.5030
www.bdmd.com 
Ryan P. Cambridge, PLA
rcambridge@bdmd.com

Based in Indianapolis, Browning Day is 
a multi-disciplinary design firm offering 
planning, landscape architecture, 
architecture, and interior design services 
to both public and private clients.

Buddenbaum & Moore, LLC
Po Box 990
Noblesville, IN 46061
317.214.7443
www.buddenbaummoore.com
Bill Buddenbaum
info@buddenbaummoore.com

Butler Fairman & 
Seufert, Inc.
8450 Westfield Boulevard, Suite 300
Indianapolis, IN 46240
317.713.4615
www.BFSengr.com
Alan Hamersly
AHamersly@BFSengr.com

Cardno JFNew
3901 Industrial Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46254
574.586.2412
www.cardnonativeplantnursery.com 
Sean Clauson
sean.clauson@cardno.com 

2017 Indiana Park and Recreation Association Buyer’s Guide

Context Design
12 S Main Street
Suite 200
Fortville, IN 46040
317.485.6900
www.context-design.com
Alyssa Prazeau
aprazeau@context-design.com

Cornerstone PDS
P.O. Box 6095
Fishers, IN 46038
317.849.0600
www.cornerstonepds.com
Deb Schmucker
schmuckerd@cornerstonepds.com 
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Countryside Play Structures
3535 N. CR 800 E.
Parker City, IN 47368
866.959.7866
www.countrysideplaystructures.com 
Justin Moos
justinmoos@cplaystructures.com

County Materials Corporation
205 North Street
P.O. Box 100
Marathon, WI 54448
800.289.2569
www.countymaterials.com 
Matt Bunch
info@countymaterials.com 

Cripe
3939 Priority Way South Drive 
Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46240
317.844.6777
www.cripe.biz
Mike Grubb
mgrubb@cripe.biz

Davey Resource Group
1000 Airport North Office Park
Suite A
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
260.969.5900
www.davey.com/drg 
Aren Flint
aren.flint@davey.com 

DB Engineering
101 West Ohio Street
Indianapolis, IN 46033
317.602.4765
www.db-engineering.com
Matthew Snyder
msnyder@db-engineering.com

Dewberry
25 South Grove Avenue
Suite 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847.841.0571
www.dewberry.com
Daniel Atilano, AIA
datilano@dewberry.com 

Direct Fitness Solutions
3293 Kelly Green Drive
Angola, IN 46703
317.755.6828
www.directfitnesssolutions.com 
Marla Toigo
mtoigo@directfitnesssolutions.com 

DLZ Indiana, LLC
157 E. Maryland Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317.633.4120
www.DLZ.com 
Tricia Leminger
jgoode@dlz.com 

Drainage Solutions Inc.
771 International Drive
Franklin, IN 46131
317.346.4110
www.drainagesolutionsinc.com 
Jeremiah Jacks
jjacks@drainagesolutionsinc.com 

Edge Adventure Parks 
P.O. Box 51091
Summerville, SC 29485
843.801.3315
www.edgeadventureparks.com
Steven Doniger
steve@edgeadventureparks.com 

EZ Dock
215 S. Madison Street
Fortville, IN 46040
317.747.4932
www.deatons.org/1055/Page.aspx 
Paul Deaton
paul@deatons.org 

Fibrart
Kilometer 11 Carretera A 
Barra De Navidad
Jalisco, Mexico, TX 45700
+52.387.778.1215
www.fibrart.com.mx 
Alejandro Mestas
sales@fibrart.com.mx 

FINN All Seasons
4125 Port Union Road
Fairfield, OH 45014
513.881.4580
www.finnallseasons.com
Brad Dawson
bdawson@finnallseasons.com

Fleis & VandenBrink
140 Washington Pointe Drive
Suite C
Indianapolis, IN 46229
317.843.0022
https://www.fveng.com/
Jenn Kriscunas
jkriscunas@fveng.com

Flex Court Athletics
4328 US Highway 34
Kewanee, IL 61443
309.852.0899
www.flexcourt.com
Christie Wilson
christie.w@flexcourt.com

Forest Commodities
1789 S. Old SR 67
Martinsville, IN 46151
765.349.3291
www.TenderTurf.com 
Kyle Hall
kyleh@fcimulch.com 

ForeverLawn
1630 S. Green Street
Suite J
Brownsburg, IN 46122
317.456.7669
www.foreverlawn.com 
Ken Slagle
ken@centralin.foreverlawn.com 

Franklin Sports, Inc.
17 Campanelli Parkway
Stoughton, MA 02072
781.573.2334
www.Franklinsports.com
Josh Simmons
jsimmons@franklinsports.com

VENDOR DIRECTORY 
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Frost Brown Todd
201 North Illinois Street 
Suite 1900
Indianapolis, IN 46244
317.237.3800
www.frostbrowntodd.com
Tricia Leminger
tleminger@fbtlaw.com

GARED
9200 E 146th Street
Noblesville, IN 46060
317.385.4609
www.garedsports.com 
Andrew Peterson
andrew@garedsports.com 

Gold Medal Products
3439 N. Shadeland Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46226
317.541.9703
www.gmpopcorn.com 
Lloyd Smiley
lsmiley@gmpopcorn.com 

Gyms for Dogs – 
Natural Dog Park Products
3815 River Crossing Parkway 100
Indianapolis, IN 46240
800.931.1562
www.GYMSFORDOGS.com
Commercial Sales & Design
sales@gymsfordogs.com

A World Leader In Dog Park Designs 
and outfitters.

Hitchcock Design 
Group
363 N. Illinois Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
630.961.1787

www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com
Randy Royer
rroyer@hitchcockdesigngroup.com

Our mission is to get people outside 
to have fun, socialize, exercise, 
compete. For over 37 years, the 
Recreation Studio at Hitchcock Design 
Group has specialized in planning, 
landscape architecture and grant 
funding that is focused on creating 
better places® for recreation and 
athletic providers.

VENDOR DIRECTORY 
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Hunger Skateparks
7438 Lampkins Road
Bloomington, IN 47401
505.670.4749
www.hungerskateparks.com
Bart Smith
bart.smith35@gmail.com

HWC Engineering
135 N. Pennsylvania Street
Suite 2800
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317.347.3663
www.hwcengineering.com
Cory Whitesell
cwhitesell@hwcengineering.com

Integrity Fitness
16704 Advantage Avenue
Crest Hill, IL 60403
630.327.3422
www.integrityfitnessc2c.com 
Dan Green
dangreen@ifitc2c.com 

J & D Turf
12955 Ford Drive
Fishers, IN 46038
317.359.1185
www.j-dturf.com
Evan Buckley
evanb@j-dtruf.com

Jambette Playgrounds
700, Rue Des Calfats
Levis, AL 1
418-837-8246 #369
www.jambette.com 
Josianne Mercier
josianne.mercier@jambette.com 

Jones Fish and 
Lake Management
3433 Church Street
Cincinnati, OH 45244
513.561.2615
www.jonesfish.com 
Daphne Hammes
sales@jonesfish.com 

Jump Start Sports - Indiana
129 Elm Street
Hudson, OH 44236
740.262.8561
http://www.jumpstartsports.com
Zach Hensel
zhensel@jumpstartsports.com

Kenney Machinery 
Corporation
8420 Zionsville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317.627.4368
www.kenneymachinery.com
Dan Gamble
dan.gamble@kmcturf.com

Key Log Rolling
626 Mendelssohn Avenue N.
Golden Valley, MN 55427
763.544.0047
www.keylogrolling.com
Emily Ward
Emily@keylogrolling.com

Kidstuff Playsystems, Inc.
5400 Miller Avenue
Gary, IN 46403
800.255.0153
www.kidstuffplaysystems.com
Richard Hagelberg
rhagelberg@kidstuffplaysystems.com

IPEMA-certified playground equipment 
manufacturer in Miller Beach, Gary, 
Indiana since 1982. Will also install 
& provide safety surfacing. Tours 
available; call Dick at 800.255.0153.

Kinetic Recreation Design
8090 N. 500 W.
McCordsville, IN 46055
317.336.2869
www.kineticrecreation.com
Kyle Thompson
kyle@kineticrecreation.com

Lehman & Lehman, Inc.
510 Lincolnway East
Mishawaka, IN 46544
574.257.0255
www.lehmanandlehman.com
Chuck Lehman
chuck@landlehman.com

Leisure Pool & Spa 
Supply, Inc.
1405 North Indiana Avenue
Syracuse, IN 46567
800.583.7727
www.leisurepoolinc.com
Bret Beehler
Bret@leisurepoolinc.com

Lester 
Recreation 
Designs, LLC
751 Nonchalant 
Court

Greenwood, IN 46142
317.502.3445
www.lesterrec.com
John Lester
Lrd.lester@sbcglobal.net

Mader Design LLC
7506 Madison Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317.889.1775
www.maderdesignllc.com
Jeff Mader
jeff@maderdesignllc.com

MartinRiley 
221 W. Baker Street
Fort Wayne, IN 
46802
260.422.7994

www.martin-riley.com
John Dockrey
jdockrey@martin-riley.com

MartinRiley is a full-service firm 
offering architecture, engineering, 
interior design, mechanical, electrical, 
roofs, masonry, and building envelope 
consulting services.

M.A.S.A.
1413 South Meridian Road
Jasper, IN 47546
812.634.2100
www.sportsadvantage.com 
Grayson Goodness
ggoodness@masa.com 

VENDOR DIRECTORY 
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Meyer Najem Construction
11787 Lantern Road, Suite 100
Fishers, IN 46038
317.577.0007
www.meyer-najem.com
Dan Lawson
dlawson@meyer-najem.com

Midwestern Engineers, Inc.
P.O. Box 295
Loogootee, IN 47553
812.295.2800
www.midwesterneng.com
Jon Craig
jcraig@midwesterneng.com

Midwestern has provided civil 
engineering and design services 
to Indiana municipalities, utilities, 
and parks, since 1959. Services 
include utilities, building design, and 
mechanical/ electrical engineering.

Miracle Midwest
P.O. Box 130
Holly, MI 48442
517.282.8199
www.miraclemidwest.com
David Tooley
info@miraclemidwest.com

Musco Sports Lighting
23 South 8th Street, Suite 200
Noblesville, IN 46060
317.385.8711
www.musco.com
Mark Lusch
mark.lusch@musco.com

Norwalk Concrete Industries
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH  44857
800.733.3624
www.nciprecast.com
Scott Kinnamon
skinn@nciprecast.com

Norwalk Concrete Industries is a full 
service precast concrete manufacture 
of storage buildings, restrooms, 
dugout’s, pressbox, concession, 
ping-pong tables, Sutera in ground 
waste containment systems, RECON 
retaining walls, Verti-Crete privacy 
walls.

VENDOR DIRECTORY 
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NuToys Leisure Products
P.O. Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
708.606.7223
www.nutoys4fun.com
Chuck Gardiner
chuckg@nutoys4fun.com

NVB Playground, Inc.
10725 Hidden Oak Way
Indianapolis, IN 46236
317.826.2777
www.playgroundequipment.com 
Kevin Van Wye
kevin@aaastateofplay.com 

Omega II Fencing
240 W. Britain Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269.925.7552
www.omegatwo.com 
Edward Bennett
ed.bennett@omegatwo.com 

Parkreation
204 Leeds Drive
Valparaiso, IN 46383
219.477.1842
www.parkreation.com
Mary Sanders, CPSI
indianaoffice@parkreation.com

Parkreation Inc. represents ICON 
Shelter Systems, Fibar, Shade 
Systems, Wabash Valley, Little Tikes 
Commercial, Paris, Berliner (rope), 
and other quality products for your 
green space.

Pioneer Athletics
4529 Industrial Parkway
Cleveland, OH 44135
800.877.1500
www.pioneerathletics.com
Jeff Dahlke
Tom Fron
jdahlke@pioneerathletics.com

Playground Equipment.com
1 Playground Drive
Greenfield, IN 46140
800.667.0097
www.playgroundequipment.com 
Mandy Jordan
mandy@playgroundequipment.com

Playworld Midstates
5828 Zarley Street, Suite B
New Albany, OH 43054
614.855.3790
www.playworldmidstates.com
Blake Hobson
info@playworldmidstates.com

At Playworld Midstates our passion 
is inclusive recreation. Our mission is 
to create play spaces where children 
of all ages and abilities can play and 
grow together.

VENDOR DIRECTORY 
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Polly Products
12 North Charlotte Drive
Mulliken, MI 48861
517.649.2243
www.pollyproducts.com
Dell Hunt
dell@pollyproducts.com

Polly Products Outdoor Furnishings 
that Stand the Test of Time! Park 
benches, picnic tables, trash 
receptacles, and other site amenities 
made from 100% post-consumer 
recycled plastic.

PROS Consulting, Inc.
201 S. Capitol Avenue, Suite 505
Indianapolis, IN 46225
877.242.7760
www.prosconsulting.com 
Leon Younger
leon.younger@prosconsulting.com

Public Restroom Company
2587 Business Parkway
Minden, NV 89423
888.888.2060 ext. 104
www.publicrestroomcompany.com
Pat McBride
Pat@publicrestroomcompany.com

RATIO Architects, Inc.
101 South Pennsylvania Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317.633.4040
www.RATIOdesign.com
John Jackson, PLA, LEED AP | 
Principal / Director of Landscape 
Architecture and Urban Design
JJackson@ratiodesign.com

RATIO is an international, 
multidisciplinary practice of thought 
leaders, planners and designers. 
In every project, we look first to 
understand each client’s character 
and history, using innovative design to 
reflect their mission, values and spirit.

RecDesk Software
300 Plaza Middlesex
Middletown, CT 06424
860.467.4325
www.recdesk.com
Juliette DeTemple
juliette.detemple@recdesk.com

Recreation InSites, LLC
12237 Westmorland Drive
Fishers, IN 46037
317.578.0588
www.recreationinsites.com
Melissa Guffey
melissag@recreationinsites.com

Recreation Unlimited 
Commercial
15150 Herriman Boulevard
Noblesville, IN 46060
317.776.7830
www.recunlimited.com/commercial
Travis Goebel
travisgoebel@recreationunltd.com

RenoSys Corporation
2825 E 55th Place
Indianapolis, IN 46220
800.783.7005
www.renosys.com
Shanda Ellis
info@renosys.com

Rundell Ernstberger 
Associates
618 E. Market Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202
317.263.0127
www.reasite.com
Kevin Osburn
kosburn@reasite.com

Schmitz Foam Products Inc.
188 Treat Avenue 
P.O. Box 76
Coldwater, MI 49036
517.238.6015
www.schmitzfoam.com 
Gary Carr
g.carr@schmitzfoam.com 

Security Pros, LLC
14312 Railroad Street
Memphis, IN 47143
877.291.3877
www.securitypros-usa.com 
Chris Gilbert
chris@securitypros-usa.com 

Sinclair Recreation
128 E Lakewood Boulevard
Suite 40
Holland, MI 49424
616.392.7441
www.sinclair-rec.com
Richard Sinclair
rich@sinclair-rec.com

SiteScapes, Inc.
P.O Box 391
Mishawaka, IN 46546
574.255.4677
www.sitescapes-inc.com
Patrick Brown
Pat@SiteScapes-inc.com

SlideRenu
32961 Pin Oak Parkway #4
Avon Lake, OH 44012
440.930.2490
www.SlideRenu.com
George Fischer
sales@sliderenu.com

Smart Path
1229 Indy Place
Indianapolis, IN 46214
317.727.9639
www.smartpathsystems.com 
Steve Booher
accounting@smartpathsystems.com
 

Snider Recreation Inc.
10139 Royalton Road
North Royalton, OH 44133
800.888.2889
www.cvsnider.com
Linda Glick
lindaglick@cvsnider.com 
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For more information about IPRA 
Visit our website at: www.inpra.org

Univar
7425 East 30th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46219
800.382.4867
www.univar.com 
Mark Richardson
mark.richardson@univar.com 

Vermont Systems, Inc.
12 Market Place
Essex Junction, VT 05452
877-883-8757
www.vermontsystems.com
Sarah Otoka
sales@vermontsystems.com

Vortex Aquatic Structures 
International
425 West Grand River
Suite B
Williamston, MI 48895
877.586.7839
www.vortex-intl.com
Cory Anderson
cory@vortex-midwest.com

Willoughby Industries
5105 West 78th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317.875.0830
www.willoughby-ind.com
Rick Lewis
willoughby@willoughby-ind.com

Woody Warehouse 
Nursery, Inc.
P.O. Box 259
Lizton, IN 46149
317.994.5487
www.woodywarehouse.com
Peter Berg
sales@woodywarehouse.com
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Spear Corporation
12966 N. County Road 50 W.
Roachdale, IN 46172
765.522.1126
www.spearcorp.com
Kristie Spear
kspear@spearcorp.com

Spikeball
406 N. Aberdeen Street
Chicago, IL 60642
313.516.7414
www.Spikeball.com
Nick Gonzales
Nick@spikeball.com

Supergames
535 B Lakeview Plaza Boulevard
Worthington, OH 43085
614.846.8946
www.supergames.org 
Zach Wells
zwells@supergames.org 

The Arsh Group Inc.
6481 Taft Street
Suite A
Merrillville, IN 46410
219.796.9050
http://www.arshgroup.com/
Taghi Arshami
tarshami@arshgroup.com

Planning, landscape architecture 
and Environmental Design firm with 
certified staff. Services include: Master 
Planning, Park Plans, Impact Fees, 
Green Infrastructure, Memorials, 
Plazas, and natural playgrounds.

The Schneider Corporation
8901 Otis Avenue
Indianapolis, IN  46216
317.826.7189
www.schneidercorp.com
Michael Krosschell, RLA
mkrosschell@schneidercorp.com

The Skillman Corporation
3834 S. Emerson Avenue
Building A
Indianapolis, IN 46203
317.788.5106
www.skillman.com 
Cindy Culbertson
cculbertson@skillman.com 

Troyer Group
550 Union Street
Mishawaka, IN  46544
574.259.9976
www.troyergroup.com
Michael Reese
mwr@troyergroup.com

Turf Innovations
945 Queensbury Drive 
Noblesville, IN 46062
317.710.6192
www.turfinnovationsllc.com
Randy Staton, CGCS
Robynhamilton2@gmail.com

Tyler Technologies
5519 53rd Street
Lubbock, TX 79414
855.552.0902
www.tylertech.com
John Randolph
john.randolph@tylertech.com

Unilock
301 E Sullivan Road
Aurora, IL 60504
630.892.9191
www.unilock.com 
Kyle Trippeer
kyle.trippeer@unilock.com
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Aquatic Design / Supplies
Buddenbaum & Moore, LLC
Countryside Play Structures
Key Log Rolling
Leisure Pool & Spa Supply, Inc.
MartinRiley
RenoSys Corporation
SlideCare LLC DBA SlideRenu
Spear Corporation

Architects/Engineers
Banning Engineering
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf
Buddenbaum & Moore, LLC
Butler Fairman & Seufert, Inc.
Context Design
Cornerstone PDS
Cripe
DB Engineering
Dewberry
DLZ Indiana, LLC
Fleis & VandenBrink
Hitchcock Design Group
HWC Engineering
Lehman & Lehman, Inc.
Mader Design LLC
MartinRiley
Midwestern Engineers, Inc.
RATIO Architects, Inc. 
Rundell Ernstberger Associates
SiteScapes, Inc.
The Arsh Group Inc.
Troyer Group

Athletic/Exercise /
Sports Equipment
BGI Fitness
Flex Court Athletics
Franklin Sports, Inc.
GARED
Integrity Fitness
M.A.S.A.
Spikeball

Buildings / Shelters /
Restrooms / Site Amenities
Bobrick Washroom Equipment
Countryside Play Structures
Lester Recreation Designs, LLC
MartinRiley
Norwalk Concrete Industries

Business Services /
Consultants/Contractors
BAMWX / Thor Guard
Cardno JFNew
Davey Resource Group
Frost Brown Todd
Jump Start Sports – Indiana
Meyer Najem Construction
PROS Consulting, Inc.
Security Pros, LLC
The Schneider Corporation
The Skillman Corporation
Turf Innovations

Computer Systems /Software
ACTIVE Network
RecDesk Software
Tyler Technologies
Vermont Systems, Inc.

Consulting & Design 
Engineers & Consultants
Buddenbaum & Moore, LLC

Dog Park Design /Equipment
Gyms for Dogs 

Lighting
Musco Sports Lighting

Maintenance Products /
Services
American Clean & Seal
FiNN All Seasons
J & D Turf
Univar

CATEGORIES

Park Products / Services
AnythingWeather / iStrike Lightning Alerts
Polly Products
Willoughby Industries
Woody Warehouse Nursery, Inc.

Playground Design / Equipment
Context Design
Countryside Play Structures
Kidstuff Playsystems, Inc.
Lester Recreation Designs, LLC
MartinRiley
Miracle Midwest
NuToys Leisure Products
NVB Playground, Inc.
Parkreation Inc.
Playground Equipment.com
Playworld Midstates
Recreation InSites, LLC
Recreation Unlimited Commercial
Sinclair Recreation
Snider Recreation Inc
Vortex Aquatic Structures International

Skate Parks / Skate Ramps
Hunger Skateparks

Sound Systems
Anchor Audio

Surfacing
Kinetic Recreation Design

Turf Products
Kenney Machinery Corporation
Pioneer Athletics
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Dr. Stankovich is a nationally renowned 
leader in the field of Sports Parenting 
and has written or co-written five books 
on the subject, including “Positive 
Transitions for Student Athletes”, “The 
Parent’s Playbook”, “Mind of Steel”, 
“Optimal Balance for Life Success” and 
“Sports Success 360”. 

Jump Start Sports, LLC has worked in 
partnership with parks and recreation 
departments for fifteen years and 
recently started programming in 
Indiana with operations in Bloomington, 
Brownsburg, Carmel, Indianapolis, 
Lawrence, Noblesville, Shelbyville, St. 
Joseph, and more. 

I have worked in the field of sport 
psychology for almost 25 years and have 
directly counseled or spoken to literally 
thousands of athletes, coaches, and sport 
parents. As you might imagine, I have 
seen a lot in my time, including everything 
from traditional issues (i.e. issues around 
playing time) to contemporary trends (i.e. 
kids specializing in one sport at an early 
age or becoming burned out from playing 
too much). Up until our first child was born 
a few years ago, I previously experienced 
youth sports solely through the prism of a 
clinician/researcher, but all of a sudden I 
was now experiencing firsthand many of the 
youth sport challenges as a parent.  It is at 
this time when I first became introduced to 
Jump Start Sports. (JSS) and Founder Rick 
Hart, and I have been thoroughly impressed 
by the JSS approach and philosophy ever 
since.

When I first signed my son up at age 3 for 
T-ball, I wasn’t quite sure it was a good 
move. My concerns were based exclusively 
from the issues I regularly treat at my office, 
including sports burnout, performance 
anxiety, and even sports “politics.”  Is my 
son ready for all of this before age 4??  
After several discussions with my wife we 
cautiously signed my son up for his first 
sports league, though we definitely had our 
thumb on the eject button the first sign of 
any issues that might have interfered with 
his happiness and development.

Each week we gathered our gear and 
walked down to the field, not quite knowing 
what we would be in store for, but always 
hoping for the best. Almost immediately we 
felt at home with Jump Start Sports, and 
trust me, I was watching with a very careful 
eye based on the countless horror stories 
I have heard in my office over the years.  
Week after week as I sat there incognito 
(they never knew what I did for a living) and 
I witnessed something truly special take 
place – I saw committed, unbiased JSS 
coaches show up with not only the sports 
equipment, but the perfect attitude and 
approach to help young kids successfully 
begin their youth sport careers.  

At 4-5 years old, I don’t think many 
parents are thinking about their kid one 
day becoming a pro athlete, and that’s 
clearly been the case with my family.  
What I was looking for – both as a parent 
and expert in sport psychology – was the 
basics of effective relationship-building 
approaches and techniques to ensure the 
kids were provided a safe, healthy, fun, and 
meaningful youth sport experience. One of 
the first coaches I witnessed do this as well 
as anyone I have ever seen is Zach Hensel, 
and he was so committed to helping kids 
that I eventually approached him and 
introduced myself, specifically mentioning 
my appreciation of his efforts both as a 
professional and as a dad.  

As I got to know Zach, I became even more 
interested and fascinated with Jump Start 
Sports and the model that founder Rick Hart 
had put together. Rather than having biased 
parents coach, Jump Start provides trained 
adults whose only goal is to help kids learn 
and enjoy sports. Since Jump Start provides 
the equipment as well, all we had to do was 
bring our A-game attitude each week, and 
that was the easy part.

Since our first league experience, I have 
signed my son up for several more sports 
and camps, with each one being better 
than the one before. I truly appreciate these 
opportunities, for if it weren’t for JSS, our 
small community would not be able to offer 
these kinds of sport opportunities to young 
kids (we simply don’t have the personnel or 

resources). In fact, I became so much of a 
fan of the way Jump Start Sports operates 
that I have since volunteered to help them 
grow by offering educational content they in 
turn pass along to their constituents in their 
monthly newsletter and other social media 
outlets.  

I’m proud of the work Jump Start Sports 
does and even more proud to know Rick 
and his incredible staff. Starting off on 
the right foot in sports is imperative if we 
want kids to continue playing sports, and 
what’s better for personal development 
and character building than sports, right? 
I believe when kids enjoy their first sport 
experience, they are much more inclined to 
want to play again, and as they continue to 
compete, they learn countless invaluable 
life skills while developing emotional 
intelligence. None of this occurs, however, 
without having a smart youth sport model 
run by dedicated, talented personnel – 
and that’s exactly what Jump Start Sports 
provides.

JSS helps kids develop their identities as 
well, as evidenced by each kid receiving 
a JSS sports t-shirt and receiving a 
participation medal at the end of the sport 
season. While these offerings might not 
seem like much, they mean the world to 
youngsters trying to fit in and be a part of 
a positive social peer group. Additionally, 
all kids get a fair chance to compete, and 
the JSS coaches go out of their way to 
know kids names and regularly praise 
them for their efforts on the field. What 
you won’t experience with Jump Start are 
disinterested coaches, unsafe equipment 
and playing fields, and a win-at-all-cost 
mentality – components I believe dash the 
fun out of sports for kids at a very early age.

I’m proud of my relationship with Jump Start 
Sports and thrilled that my kids will use 
the JSS platform as not only a means to 
future sport experiences, but also use what 
they learn to become better students and 
people. I hope you’ll get involved with Jump 
Start Sports and witness youth sports done 
the right way, as they are always open to 
parents helping out and giving high-5’s to 
kids trying their best on the field!

My Direct Experiences with Jump Start Sports
By Chris Stankovich, Ph.D.  www.drstankovich.com

Corporate Member Spotlight
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The Transylvania County Parks and 
Recreation Department currently maintains 
8 public parks and facilities covering 
over 60 beautiful acres in the south-west 
corner or North Carolina. A huge portion 
of a Parks and Recreation Departments 
responsibilities is to formulate programs for 
children of the community, group activities 
for adults, and family functions for the 
public. None of these events would be 
possible without the assistance of a great 
sound system. 

Transylvania County had a 20-year-old 
sound system that was horrible and badly 
needed to retire. After being introduced to 
Anchor Audio’s Liberty Platinum Dual AIR 
Wireless system at a nearby conference, 
they were hooked and hoped that this PA 
would solve the park’s portable sound 
needs. After the Transylvania Parks 
and Recreation Department had the 
opportunity to demo the product first hand, 
they knew the Liberty AIR system had to 
be their next purchase. The sound system, 
manufactured in the USA by Anchor Audio 
Inc., is battery-powered, easy to set up and 
operate, and is great for both voice and 
music – making it the perfect PA for the 
parks and recreation industry.  

Reaching crowds of 1,500+, the Liberty 
Platinum has been Anchor Audio’s flagship 
system since its release in 1986, and is 

still the product that defines 
the portable sound system 
industry today. The Liberty 
is a stand mounted portable 
sound system that offers two 
built-in wireless receivers, 
standard built-in Bluetooth, and 
an optional CD/MP3 combo 
player. Anchor Audio has 
offered unpowered companion 
speakers for many years, but 
now the Liberty Platinum AIR 
sets a new industry standard 
as the first battery powered 
wireless companion speaker in 
Anchor Audio’s line. The AIR 
companion speakers are battery-powered 
with a 150+ feet range. The main units 
can transmit to multiple AIR companions 
and, like all of Anchor Audio’s portable 
sound systems, are made in the USA and 
backed by a 6-year warranty. Designed 
with intelligibility, reliability, and simplicity 
in mind, the Liberty is ideal for parks and 
recreation. Transylvania County Parks 
and Recreation buyers felt confident in 
their purchase, knowing their tight budget 
dollars were being spend on a system 
which is both manufactured in the USA, 
and comes with a 6-year warranty.

“We were looking for something that 
sounded great and was wireless, and 
the Liberty Platinum fit exactly what we 

needed – perfectly. We use the system 
inside and outside for special events, 
warm-up music for our adult basketball 
league, and as a PA system to introduce 
the starting lineups. It is super easy to 
use and I love the Bluetooth option that 
allows me to connect my iPod without a 
cord and control songs from anywhere. We 
are extremely satisfied and would highly 
recommend this product to any Park and 
Rec department, based on the quality and 
functionality. It was super easy to set up 
and I’m not a tech-savvy guy. I glanced 
at the manual to figure out how long the 
battery charge lasts and then immediately 
began playing it.” - Jared Mull, Recreation 
Manager at Transylvania County Parks 
and Recreation

Corporate Member Spotlight
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Snider Recreation has been providing 
quality commercial playground equipment 
and park amenities to the parks and 
recreation, school, and early education 
industries since the 1980’s. The company 
began when Chuck Snider took a unique 
business opportunity to combine his love 
of fun, athletics and play. The company 
quickly grew to service the entire state of 
Ohio and later added local representatives 
and certified installation crews in Indiana, 
Michigan and Pennsylvania. Chuck 
passed the company torch to his sons, 
Jeff and James Snider, who grew up in the 
business.

James and Jeff are committed to continue 
the legacy of providing only the finest, 
safest products at the most competitive 
prices and friendliest customer service.  
Having a lifetime of experience in the 
commercial play and park business 
has made them invaluable to all of 
their customers and award winning in 
the playground industry. Snider has 
maintained its turnkey concept throughout 
the years by offering design, sales, and 
installation to every customer.  

Snider Recreation was awarded the “2016 
Top Dealer of the Year Award” by BCI 
Burke at the National Sales Conference 
this January of 2017. The Top Dealer 
Award recognizes excellence in sales, 
customer support and service as well 
as an overall exemplification of Burke’s 
mission to create “Play that Moves 
“everyone. 

Besides commercial playgrounds the 
company provides equipment for water 
parks, site furnishings, sports equipment, 
picnic shelters, shade structures, and 
outdoor fitness equipment. Whether the 
company is working with a private school 
or a state park, they want to be a one stop 
shop for their recreational needs.  

One of the exciting concepts, introduced 
to the public in recent years, that Snider 
has to offer is Greenfields’ unique outdoor 
fitness zones. This outdoor equipment 
offers communities a great way to promote 
wellness and fight obesity with exercise 
equipment that’s social in nature, fun to 
use and accessible for almost everyone. 
By enabling users to work against their 

own body mass, the machines can be 
used by almost anyone, regardless 
of ability or fitness level. All exercise 
units are virtually maintenance-free 
and require no lubrication. Best of all, 
the equipment is free for the public to 
use 24/7.

Snider Recreation prides itself as 
being a leader in the market and 
helping all of its customers solve their 
recreation needs through grants, 

promotions, and industry knowledge. 
Snider Recreation already supports and 
endorses many playground grants and 
charities that promote creating recreational 
play environments to encourage play in 
kids off all abilities in order for them to 
develop and thrive physically, emotionally 
and socially through play. With thought 
in the end Snider designs playgrounds 
and recreation environments that are 
safety certified and meet or exceed ADA 
as well as promoting all-inclusive design. 
The corporation has been a member of 
NPCAI (National Playground Contractors 
Association) since its inception and 
strongly promotes products and services 
that are safely and correctly installed. 
Being an active participate in the industry 
is important to customers as standards and 
laws change. 

Snider Recreation has partnered with 
several entities to offer their products and 
services at bid pricing allowing purchasers 
to save time and expense by purchasing 
off contract. A full list is available from 
www.cvsnider.com.

Snider Recreation continually strives 
to create fun, inviting, and safe play 
environments. You may catch us with our 
families on a weekend checking out a park 
and observing what play moves our kids!  
Check us out on social media (facebook.
com/playgroundequipment), our website 
(www.cvsnider.com) or just call us at 800-
888-2889. Indiana sales representatives 
are James, Jeff and Linda Glick, they 
would love to talk with you about bringing 
some FUN to your project!

“Our Business is Fun!”

Corporate Member Spotlight
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Turn on any television or pick up a 
newspaper and it won’t take you long 
to find a story about tension between 
a community and their local law 
enforcement.  It is a troubling trend that 
reaches all across the country, and even 
here in the Hoosier state.

After seeing the troubling headlines, the 
staff at Clarksville Parks and Recreation 
decided to find a way to support their 
local police department and provide a fun 
experience for area children. That is the 
story of how the idea of the Clarksville 
Junior Police Academy was conceived.  
Department staff contacted the Clarksville 
Police Chief to pitch him the idea, and 
he quickly agreed to come on board.  
Apparently the community felt the same 
way. Once the event was announced and 
registration began, the 50 spots in the 
program filled up in less than a week.  

“Once the program was full, we were 
still getting bombarded with calls and 
emails from interested parents,” said BJ 
Nelson-Lynton, Assistant Superintendent 
of Clarksville Parks. “After talking with the 
Police Chief, we decided we needed to 
add a second session since we never like 
turning kids away.”

Once word got out that a second session 
was added, the phones started ringing 
again. Like the first session, the second 
session filled up in a matter of days. Now it 
was up to the Clarksville Parks staff to put 
on a great event.

The goal was to make the Junior Police 
Academy as much like a true police 
training academy as possible. During each 

2-hour session, the 100 participants were 
split up in 5 ‘squads’, and rotated through 
several stations set up at Clarksville’s 
Gateway Park. Several Clarksville Police 
officers were assigned to each squad so 
they could interact and play with the kids 
during the event.

The parks department provided an 
inflatable obstacle course and an outdoor 
laser tag area to simulate some of the 
‘training challenges’ officer trainees 
face when they go to the academy. The 
Clarksville Police Department arranged 
the other three stations, including a police 
K9 demonstration. An officer talked to the 
kids about how they train and use K9’s 
for police work. The children’s favorite 
part of the demo was when the office hid 
a package in the park and worked with is 
K9 “Mako” to find the package. The demo 
ended with “Mako” doing a few training 
tricks for the kids.

The next station included a series of 
police vehicles operated by the police 
department. Participants were able to 
climb in the vehicles, turn on the lights 
and sirens, and ask questions about 
the equipment. Next, the kids had the 
chance to learn about crime scene 
investigation during a presentation 
with the police department’s CSI 
van. The kids loved learning about 
fingerprinting, and taking home a 
sheet with their own fingerprints on 
them.

Once each squad rotated through 
each of the five stations, the groups 
came together for a special swearing-
in ceremony. Clarksville Police Chief 

Mark Palmer had the kids raise their right 
hand, and repeat a special Junior Police 
Academy oath. Once completed, each 
child received a special certificate, and 
a t-shirt with a badge and “Junior Police 
Officer” written on it.

After the event, several parents stopped to 
thank the officers for providing such a fun 
event, but in the end the officers had just 
as much fun as the children.

“The officers love it,” said Lt. Shane 
Bassett, who helped organize the event. 
“A couple of them out there, I gotta run 
them out of the laser tag area, but that’s 
okay. They’re enjoying it too, and it’s great 
to have the kids interact. These kids will 
remember this the rest of their lives.”

The Junior Police Academy was such 
a success, the Clarksville Parks and 
Recreation Department decided to make 
it an annual event. The department also 
contacted Clarksville’s Fire Chief about 
possibly adding a Junior Firefighter 
Academy this fall.

Parks and Police Team Up for First Junior Police Academy
By Ken Conklin, Communications Director, Clarksville Parks and Recreation
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Design and Construction
A new initiative was established in 
Noblesville to bring in business to 
the western corridor and gateway of 
Noblesville. The White River is often seen 
as a barrier to many in Noblesville.  A 
historic and beloved downtown drives 
traffic, pedestrians and has a significant 
economic impact. But aside from Riverview 
Health Hospital and Kroger, no major 
businesses sat west of the river. City 
Administrators decided to pitch the idea 
of a park as the western gateway into 
Noblesville. West Gateway Park was 
introduced as Noblesville’s latest park, 
a performance venue that would sit on 
a 6.5-acre piece of property and would 
transform an eye-sore of a parcel, which 
was originally a commercially zoned piece 
of property, to what would be the western 
gateway into Noblesville. The new park 
would serve as an economic heartbeat 
for business west of the river as well 
as extend the “downtown” to the west, 
removing the river as the barrier it was 
perceived to be. Parks have statistically 
proven to provide economic impact, raise 
property values and, most importantly, add 
to the quality of life of a community almost 
immediately. However, it’s not that simple.  
This newly proposed park would sit along 
three of Noblesville’s busiest and noisiest 
roads, two of which are state highways and 
sits in a floodplain.  

Public meetings were held so interest 
groups and citizens could provide 
feedback about what they did and didn’t 
want to see at West Gateway Park. The 
Parks Department hired RATIO out of 
Indianapolis and had Craig Glazier and 
John Jackson lead the design on the 
project. They conducted a number of 
studies and public listening sessions to 
ensure the design was perfect. The park 
included an outdoor amphitheater with a 
stage large enough to fit a full orchestra, 
a market plaza that would be the new 
location for the Noblesville Farmers 
Market hosted by Noblesville Main Street, 
a playground, a ground level splash 
pad, a shelter, permanent restrooms, a 
20-foot wide sidewalk to accommodate 
vendors for both the farmer’s market or 
other events with loggia to cover them 
for rain events and on-site parking. West 
Gateway Park was originally a $10 million 
park. After a number of changes through 

the design process, funding discussions 
and approvals by the Park Board and 
Noblesville Common Council, the 
playground, shelter, splash pad and loggia 
were deemed as alternates to the project 
which lowered the park to $6 million.  
Additionally, a public naming contest was 
hosted throughout the summer of 2015.  
Over 200 entries were made, some great, 
some not. Because of the public input, 
we felt it was right to open the naming of 
this new park to the public as well. After 
all was said, Federal Hill Commons would 
be the name of the new park named by 
Noblesville resident Joyce Scott.  Federal 
Hill Commons sits at the base of the hill 
where Federal Hill School still stands today 
and is at the foot of the newly created 
Federal Hill District (not as a school).  

Craig Glazier was the lead architect for 
RATIO on this project. He was all-in on 
this project and had an incredible vision 
for Federal Hill Commons. Unfortunately, 
Craig got sick with cancer about halfway 
through the design process. Even while 
battling cancer, he continued to provide 
input and be involved through video 
conferencing. Ultimately, he succumbed to 
his illness. Because of his vision, much of 
what you see today was Craig’s vision and 
he is honored not just through memories 
but permanently on the plaque that sits on 
the amphitheater wall today.  

Construction of Federal Hill Commons 
began with a ground-breaking celebration 
in late summer of 2015. Shortly after that, 
Myers Construction Management, Inc. 
took over the land with their construction 
contract and started moving dirt. Utility 
and earth work occupied the majority of 
their time through the end of 2015 which 
allowed them to get the parking lot laid 

and completed before winter hit. A mild 
winter allowed for progress to continue and 
buildings were erected shortly into 2016.  
A goal date of September 16th was set for 
the events lawn to be seeded and grown 
in. Lucky enough, with another mild fall 
and winter, the lawn took and construction 
continued into early 2017 with final touches 
and details.  

For our first event, Friday, May 12th 
was the Salsa for Salsa event where 
participants could test local salsa recipes, 
drink margaritas and enjoy a local salsa 
band perform from the amphitheater. It 
brought in 1,000 people. Saturday, June 
13th we saw over 3,000 people come for 
the Grand Opening Celebration which 
brought a number of food vendors, live 
music, free kids activities and fireworks to 
cap the night off.  

Challenges
During construction, a number of 
challenges got in the way of construction.  
Many of which were tough and sensitive 
issues.  

Splash Pad
During design, a ground level splash 
pad was planned to go between the 
playground and restroom building. During 
construction, and because of that portion 
of that park being in the floodplain, it was 
a tough ask to make it happen. Because 
of water detention regulations, water 
that touches any person must be treated 
prior to reaching the White River just feet 
away. The options handed to us included 
installing an expensive and massive 
underground water tank that would hold 
water, treat it and allow us to reuse it for 

Noblesville Parks
By Mike Hoffmeister, Assistant Director, 
Noblesville Parks & Recreation

Federal Hill Commons

Continued on page 35
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irrigation. However the tank was still not 
big enough to accommodate the highest 
volume water usage from the splash 
pad. Bio-retention was also explored, but 
because the size of the park didn’t allow us 
any room. With that said, the challenges 
outweighed the possibilities and the splash 
pad was pulled from the project.  

Noise
Throughout the public comment period, 
design and construction, we received lots 
of feedback with concerns about road 
noise. With Federal Hill Commons sitting 
right at the corner of State Road 19 and 
State Road 32, heavy truck traffic and 
engine noise was a concern. During the 
design process of the project, sound and 
acoustic tests were completed by Chicago 
based Threshold Acoustics throughout 
the entire 6.5 acres and proved the facility 
could be an adequate performance venue.  
Between the natural grade change and 
“bowl” that the events lawn sits in, the 
construction of a brick wall that extends 
from the amphitheater coupled with the 

amplified sound from a live band, the road 
noise is a non-issue.  

Traffic
Another challenge we incurred because 
of the location of Federal Hill Commons 
was both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  
Because the park is surround by roads, 
was design to be an urban park and was 
meant to be walkable we knew that safety 
was of utmost importance. Because of 
ongoing discussions with the Noblesville 
Police Department and sufficient pre-event 
planning, a traffic and parking plan was 
established and supported by NPD, the 
City Attorney and local businesses. Off-
duty officers were placed at key locations 
to assist with both vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic to ensure safe arrival and departure 
were had by all park patrons.

Partnerships
Partnerships at Federal Hill Commons 
were necessary to ensure a certain 
completeness be accomplished. Certain 
aspects of the park could be finished and 

an additional value could be placed on the 
park because of long-term partnerships 
and sponsorship deals made between the 
Noblesville Parks Department and local 
businesses. These businesses saw the 
value in the 6.5 acre park before it even 
opened and will reap the benefits in the 
coming future.

First Merchants
The land for Federal Hill Commons 
was adjacent to a building, which was 
owned by First Merchants and operated 
as a full-service bank. As the park was 
being developed, the City of Noblesville 
approached First Merchants to purchase 
the building and in turn offered the bank 
naming rights to the amphitheater. The 
City and the bank agreed on a $125,000 
cash deal for the property and a 5-year 
partnership for the naming rights of 
First Merchants Pavilion. The City was 
responsible of the construction costs and 
installation of signage and agreed to keep 
the ATM on site, which is maintained by 
First Merchants.  

Noblesville Parks
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Park & Camp Furnishings
           that Stand the Test of Time

• No Rot
• No Rust

• No Splinters
• No Peeling

Paint

 Very Low
Maintenance!

Photo by rayb777 CC-by-2.0
www.fl ickr.com/rayb777

 1-877-609-22431-877-609-2243
PollyProducts.com www.fl ickr.com/rayb777PollyProducts.com

Park Furnishings made from Recycled HDPE Plastic 

19 Picnic Table Styles 
10 ADA Options

12 Bench Styles
 4, 6 & 8 Foot Lengths

Rotary Shelter
Noblesville Rotary Club and Noblesville 
Mid-Day Rotary Club sponsored the 
Federal Hill Commons shelter, which is 
located near the playground. Included in 
the $50,000 sponsorship agreement, a 
sign was placed near the shelter describing 
the Rotary moto, and their commitment to 
the City of Noblesville. Signage with the 
Rotary logo is also displayed on two sides 
of the shelter, which was originally an 
alternate in the project.  

Myers Construction Management, Inc.
Noblesville Parks partnered with Myers 
Construction Management, Inc. (MCMI) 
on the renovation of the bank building 
purchased from First Merchants. 
Later named The Green Room, MCMI 
remodeled the interior of the building, 
including expanding the restrooms, 
adding a kitchenette, along with painting, 
flooring and other remodeling. They also 
transformed the outdoor bank teller lane 
into a patio overlooking the park. The teller 

Noblesville Parks
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window was replaced with a sliding glass 
door, which opens up to the park with 
views of the amphitheater. Our partnership 
with MCMI is a 5-year sponsorship, where 
they graciously donated renovation costs 
valued at $25,000 and will provide a cash 
sponsorship of $10,000 each year for the 
next four years. In turn, the Green Room 
patio is named “The Overlook provided 
by Myers Construction Management, Inc.” 
and they receive naming rights on the 
Concert Series at Federal Hill Commons, 
where they have access to the Green 
Room on concert nights and plan to hold 
staff parties and client appreciation events. 
The Green Room is our newest rental 
space and after opening in April 2017, 
it is booked every weekend in June and 
July for various events, including baby 
showers, wedding receptions and business 
meetings, along with a number of weekday 
events as well.

McGavic Outdoor Power
McGavic Outdoor Power and Noblesville 
Parks have a long standing relationship 

with their outdoor equipment and service.  
As Federal Hill Commons started taking 
shape, Brian McGavic expressed interest 
in being involved and wanted to support 
the new park. We talked with him about 
purchasing a utility vehicle for the park and 
thought it would be a natural fit to include 
his logo on the vehicle we purchased.  
As we discussed ideas with Brian, the 
“Powered by McGavic Outdoor Power” 
partnership was created. The sponsorship 
is for 5 years at $5,000 per year and 
includes their logo on the GEM vehicle we 
purchased, which is driven throughout the 
park daily and at events, where it will be 
exposed to over 20,000 park attendees 
each year. In addition to the logo on 
the GEM car, McGavic also received 
recognition as a sponsor of the Federal 
Hill Commons Grand Opening celebration, 
where we expect there were over 3,000 
people in attendance.

Continued on page 37
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2017 Events

 Friday, May 12: Salsa for Salsa
 Saturday, May 13: Grand Opening Celebration and NMS Farmers Market Opens
 Saturday, June 3: Return of the Mac – Macaroni and Cheese Festival Tribute Concert:  16 Candles
 Wednesday, June 7: GMH Big Band Concert
 Saturday, June 10: Foam Party
 Sundays, July 9 - August 27: NCAC Band Concerts
 Saturday, July 15: Tribute Concert:  Classic Rock Experience
 Wednesday, July 26: USFA National Tournament Parade of Teams
 Thursday, July 27 - Saturday 29: NCAC Shakespeare in the Park
 Thursday, August 3 - 5: NCAC Shakespeare in the Park
 Friday, August 11: Tribute Concert Series:  Jai Baker
 Saturday, August 19: Rotary BrewBQ (Hosted by Noblesville Rotary Club)
 Friday, September 15: Movie in the Park:  Sing
 Saturday, September 16: Tribute Concert:  Separate Ways
 Saturday, October 14: Chili Cook-Off and Trike Race and NMS Farmers Market Closes
 Saturday, October 28: Adult Costume Party
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Indiana University Recreation, 
Park and Tourism Studies SPH 133 
Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN 47405

RELEASE DATE:  
May, June, July or August

CONTACT: 
Dr. Julie Knapp
Indiana University
812-856-1068
julknapp@indiana.edu

Title: 50th Celebration of the 
Indiana University Executive 
Development Program: 
Networking, Learning and Sharing 
Ideas with Parks and Recreation 
Professionals from Across the Country

The 2017 Indiana University Executive 
Development Program hosted over 90 park 
and recreation professionals (from over 15 
different States) on the campus of Indiana 
University at Bloomington. Several IPRA 
members take part in the planning and 
implementation of the continuing education 
program that has been in existence for 50 
years. Five IPRA members, Becky Barrick-
Higgins (Board Chair), Dan Bortner, Julie 
Knapp, Clay Chafin, and Joe Wynns, 
serve on the Indiana University Executive 
Development Board of Trustees. 

The 2017 program marked the 50th Year of 
IU EDP. The program opened on Sunday 
April 9th with a welcome dinner.  Dr. 

James Peterson was in attendance and 
recognized as the Founder of IU EDP. The 
opening session- Cruisin’ Through Life at 
35 MPH was presented by Brian Blasko, 
a Motivational Speaker from Youngstown, 
OH. A social followed the opening session 
at the Indiana University Club. The EDP 
educational sessions began on Monday 
April 10th where first and second year 
EDP participants had the opportunity to be 
involved in two and a half days of interactive 
executive development classes that 
focused on issues facing professionals such 
as team building, challenging conventional 
thinking in parks and recreation, succession 
and job progression planning, programming 
analysis, employee selection and 

interviewing, Round 
Tables, Financial 
GAPS, and more.  

Out of class 
networking and 
social opportunities 
were also part of the
2017 Executive 
Development 
Program. After 
the EDP students 
spent the morning 
and afternoon 
hours in continuing 
education sessions, 
they had the 
opportunity to 

experience tours of IU Athletic facilities, 
canoeing on Bloomington Park and 
Recreation Department’s Griffy Lake, and 
a Monday evening social at Brown County 
State Park that included live music, a 
dinner, an interpretive program, cornhole 
and horseshoe matches, tours of the Abe 
Martin Lodge Aquatics Facility, a campfire 
and more. Throughout EDP, students 
also dined at a variety of restaurants 
on Kirkwood Avenue and enjoyed 
Bloomington’s active nightlife. 

The 2017 Executive Development Program 
concluded on Wednesday April 12th with an 
evaluation of the program and graduation 
luncheon where 1st and 2nd year EDP 
participants were awarded Continuing 
Education Certificates.

In addition, the 2nd year students were 
recognized for completing the two year 
program by receiving Indiana University 
Executive Development Program diplomas. 
The IU EDP Raffle raised over $1700 for 
2018 EDP Scholarships. Six-Seven EDP 
scholarships will be awarded for the 2018 
program (the deadline for application for 
the scholarships is December 15, 2017). 
Please mark your calendars for the 2018 
Program which is scheduled for April 15-
18th at Indiana University in Bloomington.

Indiana University
Executive Development Program
By Julie Knapp
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