ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AGENDA 2017
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

An Act Establishing a Family and Medical Leave and Temporary Disability Leave Insurance Program (S1048/ H2172)
Sponsors: Senator Karen Spilka, Representative Kenneth Gordon
Creates an insurance program to provide partial wage replacement for workers who need to recover from a serious
illness, care for a family member, or to care for a newborn, newly adopted, or new foster child.
An Act Establishing a Student Tuition Recovery Fund (S112/ H627)
Sponsors: Senator Eileen Donoghue, Representative Jennifer Benson , Attorney General Maura Healey
Creates a Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) which can reimburse students who are entitled to a refund of tuition
and related costs if the for-profit school they attended closed, failed to provide the services promised to their
students, or violated state law. Twenty-one other states have STRFs or similar funds in order to provide relief to
student loan borrowers.
An Act Improving the Earned Income Credit for Healthier Families (S152/ H1504)
Sponsors: Senator Jamie Eldridge, Representative Majorie Decker
Increases the state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) from 23 percent to 50 percent of the federal EITC to reward work
and increase economic mobility. This bill would also improve outreach efforts to increase awareness and usage of the
EITC as well as ensure victims of domestic violence could access the credit.
An Act Relative to Fairness in Debt Collection (S120/ H2811)
Sponsors: Senator Jamie Eldridge, Representative Paul Brodeur
Protects individuals with consumer debt by ensuring they retain a basic level of earnings to pay for essential needs.
Provides protections from unscrupulous practices of certain debt collectors by requiring that collectors provide
evidence of the debt. Limits the additional fees and interest that collectors can charge after the judgment, and
prohibits the arrest of a borrower who does not pay a judgment.
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ADDITIONAL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
An Act to Bring Child Support Home (S30/ H1952)
Sponsors: Senator Cynthia Creem, Representative Christine Barber
Allows children who live in households receiving Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children
(TAFDC) to benefit from more of the child support paid on their behalf. These families are currently required
to assign their child support rights to the state and receive a maximum of only $50 a month of the child
support that the state collects for all their children. The rest of the support collected is split between the
state and the federal government. Federal law encourages states to send families more of the child
support. The bill would send families the full amount permitted by federal law.
An Act Providing Immediate Child Care Assistance to Homeless Families (S257/ H2796)
Sponsors: Senator Linda Dorcena Forry, Representative Majorie Decker
Reinstates the 2007 policy of providing homeless families living in Massachusetts shelters with immediate
access to child care vouchers.
An Act Relative to Breaking Generational Cycles of Poverty (S701/ H2226)
Sponsor: Senator Michael Moore, Representative Natalie Higgins
Creates state work-study jobs and places an education opportunity coordinator at community colleges to
assist with career and education planning, financial aid and work study, and obtaining other supports such
as childcare and transportation for low-income students who are parents.
An Act Improving Public Health through a Common Application for Core Food, Health and
Safety-net Programs (S612/ H101)
Sponsors: Senator Sal DiDomenico, Representative Jay Livingstone
Creates a common application portal to allow low-income households to apply for MassHealth
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) at the same time. This would aid in closing the
large SNAP gap (difference between those eligible and those actually receiving SNAP).
An Act to Lift The Cap on Kids (S34/ H85)
Sponsors: Senator Sal DiDomenico, Representative Majorie Decker
Lifts the Family Cap in the TAFDC program allowing access to benefits for all children in the household.
Massachusetts is one of only seventeen states that still have a Family Cap or similar policy.
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