November 2017 News
BILL MALLORY, PRESIDENT
The Mallorys left the farm on Tuesday, September 5th. It has
been a long road trip. Since September 5th we have been
back on the farm five days. Just long enough to unpack the
motorhome from GEAR and reload for Florida, where we
were for two weeks. We are now back on the farm, after a
fantastic visit with the Coastal Tarheels this past weekend.

Eastern Area Motorhome
Association Officers
President
Bill Mallory, F256138

We spent three weeks in the great state of Pennsylvania,
visiting the Ives Runners Chapter, working the membership
booth at the Hershey RV Show, and visiting the Penn
Coachmen chapter at Roxbury Holiness Camp. It is a
rewarding experience to have time to visit with chapters. The
chapter visits are the most enjoyable part of being an Area
Vice President.
The Ives Runners Chapter was well represented with FMCA
officers: John Reynolds, National Treasurer; Tom Hoffmeier,
Eastern Area Northern Area Vice President; and me, Eastern
Area National Vice President. We had a great time with the
Ives Runners Chapter participants.
Garnetta and I had been members of FMCA for only a short
period of time before we kept hearing praises of the Penn
Coachmen Chapter. Other chapter members spoke of them
with great respect and envy. I kept thinking this has to be the
chapter of all chapters, the benchmark for others to copy, and
many other enclaves. Well I have to admit, they are pretty
special. We had a great time, even though I didn’t do very
well at the horse race on Friday night.
I want to thank the following for taking time to work the
FMCA membership booth at the Hershey RV Show: Ron &
Marge Mazone, George & Maxine Schremp, Tom & Helen
Hoffmeier, Jayne & John Reynolds, Hal & Mary Amos, and
Roger & Elaine Mills. Sixty-seven new FMCA members
were recruited and 21 renewals. There were lots of question/
answer sessions with visitors to the booth. Everyone
presented a very positive image of FMCA.
In mid-August, I was expressing my concerns on low
enrollment and a handful of vendors to John Reynolds.
Garnetta and I, along with a whole bunch of volunteers, had
put in many hours of preparation for GEAR. Well things
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changed. We had 325 registered coaches, 21 vendors, over 200 volunteers, the National President,
National Senior Vice President, National Treasurer, National Secretary, and three current AVPs in
attendance. The entertainment was well received. A very successful Chapter Fair. Paul Cummins’video
was a great way to start the rally just after the ice cream social. The Golf Cart Rodeo was a big success.
Yours truly and George Schremp set a new course record of 1 minute, 23 seconds to win the Golf Cart
Rodeo. We had a variety of seminar topics. Seminar evaluations showed they were very well received.
This is only a small portion of all things happening in Lewisburg, West Virginia.
Annual EAMA Board Meeting Summary
* By-Laws and Standing Rules approved
* Important change in By-Laws: Senior Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and four Regional VPs now
serve a two-year term.
* Jayne Reynolds made motion that the 7-day notice for substitute voting delegate from a Chapter be
waived under unforeseen last-minute circumstances upon the approval of AVP.
* Appointed Audit committee: Wilt Greenwood, Rob Hill, and Dick Wolfe.
* Leon Whitt presented nominating committee report.
* The 2018-19 Eastern Area Executive Board: Maxine Schremp, Senior Vice President; Elaine Mills,
Secretary; Berkley Alexander, Treasurer; Dennis Ducharme, Western VP; Chris Holtzman, Southern
Region VP; Jerry Cohen, Central Region VP; and Tom Hoffmeier, Northern Region VP. My two-year
term as Area VP ends this coming summer at Gillette. I have the option of serving one more two-year
term if nominated.
* Nominating committee for 2019 is the following: Leon Whitt, Rusty LaBarre, and Jayne Reynolds.
Executive Board Meeting
The Executive Board meeting was held in Elkhart, Indiana, at the RV/MH Museum and Hall of Fame.
This was a welcomed change from our normal meeting at FMCA headquarters. If you have not visited
the RV Hall of Fame facility, by all means make an effort to do so. It is a beautiful tribute to the history
of RVing.
FMCA has upgraded a very impressive promotion booth. We now have a 72-inch-screen TV that can be
controlled by our IT department in Cincinnati.
On Saturday night, we attended a banquet recognizing Past Presidents of FMCA. Past Presidents
attending were:
Charlie Adcock, L311374
Charlie Atkinson, L10327
Jim Ballentine, L8780
Judy Czarsty, L79148
Don Moore, L154921
Charlie Schrenkel, L140050
Another highlight of the evening was Jean Pryor sharing lots of great memories. It was a very enjoyable
evening.
Chapter Contacts Update Chapter Information on Website
We have a website, www.easternarea.net. I encourage you to visit the site. I am making an effort to use
the site to keep our members informed on current issues. It is a great tool to promote your chapter.
Unfortunately, chapter information is scarce and outdated. It would take only a few minutes to update
the information.
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How do I do that? Good question. Here is what you do.
EAMA Chapter Website Description
Write a brief paragraph describing your chapter and its events. Some information you may want to
include would be the size of your club, the average rally fee, how often you meet or have a rally, and the
amount of your dues.
Please include:
Contact name:
Contact phone number:
E-mail address:
Submit this information and all future changes to:
Deb Rohrbaugh
Debrohrbaugh4@gmail.com
GEAR President Breakfast Summary
A year ago, during the EAMA Annual Board Meeting, Phyllis Britz, President Penn Coachmen Chapter,
suggested we have a Chapter President Roundtable discussion. The idea behind the roundtable was to
give chapter presidents or representatives an opportunity to share ideas, frustrations, and suggestions for
making chapters stronger.
Well, we found some money to turn this into a breakfast. (I have found if you feed them, they will
come.) Phyllis worked very hard on this and her efforts paid off. There were 28 chapters represented.
Attached is a summary of the discussion (attachment #1).

What is FMCA at a Glance?
It is a helpful tool when asked, “what is FMCA?” This was shared with me by Phyllis Britz.
(Attachment #2).
FMCA Membership Committee Action
Verizon: By the time you receive this newsletter you should be able to sign up for Verizon Wireless
mobile “hot-spot” internet. Not to worry, Verizon and FMCA have worked very diligently to make sure
all the “T’s” are crossed and “I’s” dotted. When Garnetta and I are on the road or on the farm, we use
the Verizon “hot spot” and find it to be very reliable.
Coach Plate Vendor: The Executive Board voted to go with a different provider for our goose egg
plates and accessories. The new company is Custom Molded Products (CMP). Switching to CMP
would result in significant savings to FMCA.
Mail Forwarding: The Executive Board voted to move our mail forwarding service from Dakota Post
to Your Best Address.
Trip Routing: The Executive Board voted to terminate our agreement with Spatial Data Sciences, Inc.
and not to seek a replacement at this time.
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As FMCA Members, We Own a Campground
The campground is located on Round Bottom Road in a small community, Newtown, OH. It is located
approximately 5 miles from FMCA headquarters at Clough Pike. There are 15 full-hookup 50-amp
sites. Garnetta and I have used this campground for many years. We are close.
There are guidelines for using the campground. The “goose egg” emblem must be displayed on your
motorhome. Members on official FMCA business are limited to a maximum stay, free of charge, during
their FMCA official business plus one day prior to and one day following completion of their business.
Members not on official FMCA business are limited to a maximum stay of two nights per month free of
charge. Depending upon space availability, members may stay a maximum of five additional nights per
month for a fee of $20 per night.
FMCA members should call ahead of time to notify the staff when they will be staying overnight. The
number is 513-474-3622 or 800-543-3622. Accommodations will be on a first-come, first-served basis.
A reservation system will be coming in early 2018.
VOTE
I hope this newsletter reaches you prior to the November 30 deadline. If so, you will have a few more
days to vote on the changes to FMCA’s Articles of Incorporation & Constitution. Your vote is
important. The membership has had three months to change the direction of FMCA for many years to
come. The importance of this vote will allow/not allow towables to join FMCA.
My personal opinion on this issue is not important to you. It is not my responsibility to tell you how to
vote. BUT IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBLITY AS A MEMBER OF FMCA TO VOTE.
Ballots are in September, October, and November issues of Family Motor Coaching magazine.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Garnetta and I wish you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and a
great New Year!
Safe Travels.

William W. Mallory
Eastern Area National Vice President of FMCA
4windsacres@gmail.com
859-338-1366

Page 4

MAXINE SCHREMP, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
As I sit here in my family room at our house in Fredericksburg, VA, I am amazed at how beautiful the
fall colors are on the leaves in our backyard. We haven’t been home for the autumn in many years and I
forgot just how beautiful the changing of the seasons can be.
Since I am recuperating from a cervical spine operation, George and I have not had the opportunity to
get out and enjoy the highways and look for a future site for the Eastern Area to have a rally in the 2020
and 2021 years. Yes, I realize that it seems like a very long time away, but not for the planning of a
Great Eastern Area Rally (GEAR) that easily has 300-plus attendees. Finding a location that can handle
that many RVs and has seminar rooms and a large enough area to enjoy our evening entertainment isn’t
the easiest thing. But I know with your help we will find a new appropriate location.
I need your assistance please! While you are RVing in the Eastern Area, would you please be on the
lookout for an appropriate location to hold our future GEARs? Most of you can help just by looking in
your immediate area and checking out the fairgrounds and campgrounds within a couple of hundred
miles. If you find one that just may work, please do not hesitate to give me a call (540-273-1606) or
drop me an email (mschremp2002@yahoo.com).
Looking back to the fantastic GEAR rally we had in October in Lewisburg, WV, it will be hard to
improve and make it better each year for our attendees. But it can be done! The Executive Board will
be putting their heads together to come up with some new surprises and maybe catch you off guard. You
can help too; just send in your ideas to the Vice President in charge of your area or get in touch with Bill
Mallory or me.
Many of you have already started your travels to warmer weather or are getting ready for the holidays.
Please drive carefully and enjoy the many things that RVing has to offer. Have a wonderful
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and happy New Year to each of you!

See you on the road,
Maxine Schremp
Senior Vice President
Eastern Area of FMCA
mschremp2002@yahoo.com
540-273-1606
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DENNIS DUCHARME, WESTERN REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Chapters in the EAMA Western Region
Cardinal, Kentuckiana Travelers, KY Horse Shu Kru, Let’s Roll, Tennessee Travelers, Happy Tennessee Travelers, and
Tennessee Ridge Runners

Betty and I hope all of you have enjoyed the holidays with your families and extended families. This is
the time of year that we can slow down and enjoy the company of family and friends, spend a little time
to reflect on the places we visited in 2017, and make plans for 2018.
Betty and I finished the 2017 rally season at Crossville, TN. We visited with the Happy Tennessee
Travelers at Spring Lake RV resort. The Happy Tennessee Travelers celebrated their 15 years of fun
and fellowship together. It was an honor to present them with their 15-year certificate. I would like to
thank Bill Gunther and all the chapter members for a fun weekend of fellowship, games, food, and
conversation. We look forward to visiting them again.
I hope all of you who attended the GEAR Rally in Lewisburg, WV, had as much fun as Betty and I did.
From the ice cream social, seminars, and bingo to the entertainment, it was a very enjoyable experience.
I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to make the rally fun. If your chapter did not have a
booth at the chapter fair, you missed an opportunity to recruit new members. Several chapters recruited
new members. I look forward to seeing everyone at York, PA, for the 2018 GEAR rally the first week
of October.
The winter months are almost upon us. If you stay at home, I hope the winter is mild. If you head
south we hope you have a safe journey.
I look forward to the 2018 rally season. Would you please put me on your list to receive emails about
your upcoming rallies. Also, you can mail me a schedule of rallies at 2147 Alexandria Dr., Lexington,
KY. Remember the Rally at Perry, GA, is coming in March so make your plans to attend.
Dennis Ducharme
Western Regional Vice President
DDuch21603@aol.com
859-338-3548
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CHRIS HOLTZMAN, SOUTHERN REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT ELECT
First of all, I want to say a big Thank You to all members of EAMA for electing me again to be your VP
for the Southern Region. I want to especially thank the members of the Southern Region for their support.
As I write this the days are getting shorter and the air has definitely got a hint of fall. Nancy and I have hit
the road running hard since GEAR. We attended the Billups rally with the Carolina Pelicans. Always a
big rally, we enjoyed dry camping and had 24 coaches in attendance. This week we attended the Coastal
Tarheels rally in Myrtle Beach, SC, with 18 coaches in attendance. We were very pleased to have with us
Barbara & Ed Smith, National VP of the Northeast Area, and Bill and Garnetta Mallory, National VP of
the Eastern Area. We were very pleased to have these VPs in attendance with us. I have two other
chapters to visit before the end of the year.
A lot of exciting information is coming down from FMCA, such as the vote on towables, the Verizon
mobile hot spot deal, the new road service program, and then we have the International Convention in
Perry, GA, in March. From all reports this rally is going to be well attended.
I am really looking forward to getting back in the groove and working with all the chapters in the
Southern Region. Please, chapters, get me your rally schedule dates so I can plan my schedule. If
possible please get those dates into the FMCA magazine. You will be pleased with the results that
information will return to your chapter.
We wish you the best of the upcoming holidays. Enjoy the time with families and friends, be safe, and
have a Happy New Year. Those of you who go to Florida for a few months, be safe and stay in touch and
we will see you in Perry.
Chris Holtzman
Southern Regional Vice President Elect
803-516-1020
NHoltz6524@aol.com
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Attachment #1
October 7, 2017
Chapter Presidents Round Table Meeting at G.E.A.R., Lewisburg, WV
Attendance (24)
Phyllis Britz
Mike Smith
Sharron Riley
Chuck Bishop
Rick Taddeo
George Koehler
Dan Scott
Wayne Mower
James Thompson
Jim Strader
John Reynolds
Rusty LaBarre
C.B. Edwards
Nancy Breisch
Frank Decker
Wilt Greenwood
Chris Holzman
Bill Murton
Jayne Reynolds
Carol Mandik
Jim Buelow
Rob Hill
Lawrence Fogaste
Garnetta Mallory

Penn Coachmen
FootHills Travelers
Carolina Heartlanders
Kentucky Horse Shu Kru
Capitol
Coaches for Christ
Bay Travelers
First State Travelers
Coastal Tarheels
Mountaineer
20th Century Wagontrainers
Travelin’ Tarheels
Carolina Cruisers
Rolling Red Hatters
Colonial Virginians
Eastern Gourmands
Carolina Pelicans
Frustrated Maestros
Eastern Area Mah Jongg
Tiffin Travelers
Dogwood
Just Friends
Carolina Guroos
Let’s Roll

After introductions, the meeting was started with Phyllis sharing some tools used by the
Penn Coachmen Chapter.
Rallies




Penn Coachmen have rally sites setup about a year in advance and post these
for members to sign up to help. Rally Masters and Hosts are needed for each
rally. A trifold is used to carry to any Penn Coachmen Rally or gathering with the
signup sheets attached.
Penn Coachmen have a “Rally Tally Worksheet” that was developed by Hal
Amos (a Penn Coachmen and the chapter’s web master). She explained the
computer program is used to tally up the costs of a rally. Instructions on how to
use this tool and the tool are available on the Penn Coachmen website and can
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be used by anyone. ( http://penncoachmen.org/PACforms.htm) Both tools were
available at the breakfast so folks could check them out.
Penn Coachmen use a small trailer to tow rally supplies but there are challenges
in transporting the trailer to and from rallies.
There was discussion on ways of doing a rally. Jim from Dogwood stated their
rally masters have a set price and stick with it.
C.B. Edwards said their group enjoys “free time”, while Wilt said his team likes
the free time too so they can explore the area. Keeping the rally simple and not
packing in activities for the entire rally seemed important. Also keeping costs
down.

FMCA Support








Communication: It seems many chapters agreed that more
communication between the chapters and FMCA is needed. Chapters
need to update their information for the FMCA website. Eastern Area’s
website needs updated and information shared to some at a rally should
be shared with all chapters using either e-mail or the website.
It was brought up about the “tools” that chapters need access to. These
should be readily available. Most chapters in the Eastern Area do not
have a website. It was felt this is a valuable tool for chapter recruitment
and visibility. Some chapters are using “Facebook”, some “Blogs”. It was
suggested that FMCA offer seminars on Website development or other
technical tools.
It was addressed that the policies should be updated in the Presidents
handbook. A new “Chapter Officer’s Handbook” was distributed which
was published February 2017. Chapter presidents were unaware of this
revised tool.
RVillage was brought up as a tool that could be utilized but this suggestion
was not embraced by the group.

Safety


Jim Buelow from the Dogwood chapter suggested that a “Safety Officer” be
appointed in each chapter. Jim said they have a person appointed to this position
and at each rally he talks about safety. Information is also added to their
newsletter.



It was addressed that Crickets and Golf Carts will need to have a $1M insurance
policy at the next GEAR Rally in York, PA. People need to check with their
insurance companies.



Rally guidelines should include information on how to handle an incident at a
rally.
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Chapters









Discussion was made regarding the minimum size a Chapter must be to be able
to have a vote, which is currently 15 F numbers. This was a topic the group
thought should be discussed with FMCA.
Each Chapter is different and needs to be run as needed to add personal
touches.
One chapter mentioned that it has coffee mugs made with their logo/chapter
name and one is given to each new member they recruit.
Most Chapters seem to have newsletters to keep members informed. The
Eastern Area newsletter comes out 3-4 times a year per Jayne Reynolds. She
suggested that everyone reads them and passes the information onto their
members. It was also suggested that this tool be more informative.
It was suggested that a copy of the list of “potential members” that are sent to the
member chairperson should also be sent to the Chapter Secretaries. A more
personal touch needs to be made to recruit new members. Some stressed
making a phone call to follow-up as is more personal.
Reference was made to the article in Family Motor Coaching, Feb 2017,
featuring the Treasure Coasters Chapter “Makes Changes, Sees Growth.

Suggestions
 Chapter Presidents have a “Gathering” at each GEAR to further discuss
topics and share information. NOTE: A gathering is planned 2018 at the
York GEAR.
 Chapter Fairs at GEAR need to be held longer than one hour after the first
timer meeting. Chapters need more space or at least a configuration of
tables that minimizes congestion and blocking of Chapter displays.
 Everyone at the various levels, FMCA, EAMA, and Chapter needs to
improve communication.
Meeting was adjourned due to time constraints with scheduled EAMA Business
Meeting.
Submitted by: Sue Cipa, Penn Coachmen, F431859
Phyllis Britz, Penn Coachmen F423634
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http://www.fmca.com

At a Glance













FMCA is a Non-profit Organization.
o Membership driven
o Dues go for membership benefits
o It’s International
o Specifically for folks with any type of motor home
FMCAssist
o Travel assistance & medical evacuation if 100 miles from home.
Family Motor Coaching Magazine
o Motor Home focused articles/information
o Available on line
o Past issues available on line
o January Issue information packed & is a resource tool
FMCA Website
o Current information on benefits, membership, Rallies, etc.
o Current issues related to motor homes/videos
o Forum where you can get your motor home questions answered
FMCA Family Reunions and Area Rallies
o Information sharing & seminars to enhance the motor home experience
o Focus on fun with entertainment, games, music & friends
Local Chapters
o Camaraderie & fellowship with folks with shared: regional geographic area, common interests, motor
home characteristics, etc.
o Provides an opportunity for traveling in your motor home on shorter jaunts to catch up with friends.
FMCA Group Rates and Discounts
o RV Insurance
o Roadside assist
o Competitive pricing on Michelin and Continental tires for motorhomes, light trucks, and passenger cars
o Windshield replacement or repair, Custom Glass Solutions by Guardian Glass
o Office Depot
o car rental
o campgrounds

Revised 5/2017

