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 The Lean On Me Breast Cancer Network Inc., a non for profit 
organization in the State of New York, was created in May 2000 by Dwight 
DeRisi, MD, Donna DeRisi, Sharon Pape (retired), Ursula Thall  (retired)
and the late Gerry Accardo, in order to provide one to one peer support 
and information to breast cancer patients from diagnosis through 
surgery and adjuvant therapies.
 It was apparent to healthcare professionals, as well as women and men 
impacted by the disease, that existing support systems were inadequate 
and that many physicians didn’t want to refer their patients to 
organizations over which they had no control. Lean On Me has  
addressed these issues by setting up chapters within the intimacy of an 
individual physician’s practice, and using volunteer survivors from 
among his/her own patients. With the help of Lean On Me, breast 
surgeons and oncologists are now able to provide their newly 
diagnosed patients with the important emotional support of other 
women and men who have already made the journey from diagnosis to 
wellness. In addition, spousal support is also available. Since its 
inception, Lean On Me has trained over eighty volunteers in three 
chapters and has helped thousands of patients.
 In the coming year, Lean On Me intends to reach out and help more 
breast cancer patients with its “free of charge” services, including 
providing wigs for patients undergoing chemotherapy, soft bras, group 
therapy sessions with a social worker, wellness retreats, and semi-
nars with breast cancer specialists, as well as our breast education  
series, to keep the public informed about the continually changing 
field of breast cancer treatment. We acknowledge a grant from The 
Beth C. Tortolani Foundation allowing us to continue mailings,  
programs, and services.
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