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• Donald Trump’s victory redrew the map of American politics, breaking the Blue Wall and bringing the Rust Belt into 
the Republican fold for the first time since 1988. 

• GOP Senate candidates in states with closely contested Senate races ran 2.2% ahead of Donald Trump. But there 
were significant differences beneath the surface: In the most rural counties, Trump ran 9.8% ahead of the Republican 
Senate candidate, and in the most urban counties, Republican Senate candidates ran 6.8% ahead of Trump. 

• This dynamic creates opportunities and challenges for downballot Republicans in 2018. At least some white 
working class voters who swung to Trump stuck around downballot, delivering Republicans the majority. But 
Republican Senators must continue to tend to their traditional base in suburban areas with Trump defining the brand 
for the next 4/8 years. 

• There is no such thing as a standard partisanship model anymore. The supporter profile of every candidate looks 
different, depending on the coalition the candidate is trying to persuade. The similarity of the Presidential and U.S. 
Senate results masks the fact of significant split-ticket voting running in both directions, tied to the education gap. 

• This presentation maps the Trump-Senate crossover vote in all states with two-party Senate races in 2014 and 
2016. It shows the size of the “Trump Democrat” and “Clinton Republican” vote in each race, and where geographically 
they are located, showing the counties responsible for the biggest shift (percentage-wise and in raw votes) between 
Trump and Senate candidate performance.
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Q. 
County map, shift in 

Presidential-Senate margin. 
Throughout, Blue means GOP 

Senate overperformance 
relative to Trump, Orange means 
Trump overperformance relative 

to Senate GOP.

Presidential-
Senate margin 

shift in key 
counties

Net crossover vote, broken down by county

(SLIDE KEY)
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