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The Central Heart
Looking towards Broadway from Edwardes Street

Our City’s 20-year plan for the growth, 
development and revitalisation of Reservoir.

Change and Challenge  
for reservoir 

7,900
Estimated 7,990 more  
residents by 2031

3,340
more dwellings needed
 
 
– Older population
– Smaller households
– Pressures on affordability, 

services, infrastructure and 
environment

– Complexity of Reservoir Junction, 
rail and road intersections

owning the future of our 
Communities

The City of Darebin’s growing appeal 
as a place to live, work and invest 
is also bringing with it considerable 
change and challenges... 
Steadily increasing population and 
shifting demographics. Pressure  
on housing and services. Changes  
in the business and job mix. 
Development pressure along with 
concern for the character of our 
neighbourhoods. Environmental 
and sustainability opportunities. 
Plus the added overlay of new State 
Government planning policies. 
The Reservoir Structure Plan 
discussed here is one of a suite 
of strategic documents that your 
Council’s Planning Services team  
has drafted to anticipate and prepare 
for the transformational changes 
facing us.
Community involvement has been 
integral to the preparation of this 
Plan. If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns we want to 
hear from you.
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get more detail 
Download Download the 
Reservoir Structure Plan at 
yoursaydarebin.com.au 

talk with us  
Phone 8470 8768
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Change and Challenge  
for reservoir cont
Reservoir is a designated Major 
Activities Area for Melbourne overall - 
and a priority in our own local  
plans for a healthy, growing and 
sustainable city.
Our community faces many of the 
same pressures that are playing 
out across Darebin, Melbourne and 
beyond.
With steadily growing population, 
and a shift in the mix and nature of 
households, we need to adapt to 
changing housing needs and rising 
service demands. 
But beyond just putting a roof  
over heads and providing essential 
services…
Our mission is to make sure that 
Reservoir becomes an even more 
vital, liveable and desirable place to 
live, work and prosper.
That means not only holding on to the 
community spirit and village character 
that you love - but also stepping up…
— To make a tired and divided centre 

more connected, diverse and 
attractive.

— To upgrade services, facilities, 
amenities, transportation, public 
spaces, streetscapes, buildings 
and the environment.

— To support and encourage 
business, investment and 
contribution.

— To bring more people together, 
more happily and productively.

— To do it all more sustainably.
— Strongly advocate for grade 

separation of the rail crossing and 
provision for a new station.  

The Reservoir Structure Plan adopted 
by your Council in 2012 sets out 
your vision and ours for the future of 
Reservoir - and the course we will take 
over the next 20 years to achieve it.

The final Reservoir Structure Plan 
is the result of a landmark 5-stage, 
5-year planning process, involving 
extensive research, 64 consultation 
activities and the input of over 600 
individuals and organisations. 
In the process, we took direction 
from the community, the Council 
and a host of experts. Explored all 
the critical aspects of creating a 
vibrant community, including land 
use, community planning, urban 

design, place making, economics 
and transport. Identified a far-thinking 
range of options and scenarios. And 
put all of them out there for you to 
review and vote on. 
If you took part in any of that 
consultation we offer our sincere 
thanks.
Its end result: our shared vision for 
a revitalised Reservoir - and a 20-
year plan grounded firmly in what 
you told us you wanted for your 
community. 

what we’ve done

stage 1 Research and investigation (2009-2010)
— Learning from the community and business owners 
— Commissioning research in transport planning and economics
— Identifying the critical issues
— Preparing background papers

stage 2 Community visioning (2010)
— Developing a community led vision and key principles with community  

and business representatives 
— Delivering a paper on the spirit of Reservoir to inform the future planning

stage 3 Testing future scenarios with stakeholders and  
community (2010-2011)
— Developing a series of 76 land use planning scenarios for public 

consultation
— Conducting workshops, design studios, briefings, information sessions,  

one on one meetings
— Community questionnaire and voting
— Assessing feedback to determine preferred land use approach

stage 4 Draft Reservoir Structure Plan – Public Exhibition (2012)
— Drafting the plan
— Public exhibition of Draft Reservoir Structure Plan 
— Stakeholder engagement 
— Community and stakeholder workshops and discussion groups
— Focus on engaging with hard to reach groups
— Community café event
— Interpretation of feedback

stage 5 Implementation (2012-2013+) 
— Preparation of final Structure Plan
— Adoption by Council (September 2012)
— Implementation plans and project execution
— Reference to the RSP in the Darebin Planning Scheme via Amendment 

C138 subject to approval of the Minister of Planning
— Commencement of the Reservoir Library renewal project
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People here in Reservoir love 
Reservoir! 
You treasure our community spirit – 
our parks and open spaces – our 
accessible location – and the diversity 
of culture that makes ours such a 
unique community.
But you’re not shy about what 
needs to be better. 
Top of your list is the centre of 
Reservoir. It should be the heart of our 
community.  But it’s cut in half by the 
railway line - difficult to get around - 
and seen to be tired and lacking in 
the variety of shops, services and 
activities that would make it a truly 
stand-out destination.
Council is actively campaigning on 
your behalf, mounting a strong case 
to achieve the undergrounding of the 
rail line at Reservoir Junction.  This 
includes a new station integrated 
into a new city heart and mixed use 
shopping precinct that will be a 
catalyst for a new and exciting centre 
for Reservoir.  Council has completed 
a preliminary feasibility on the rail 
grade separation project and is 
confident the benefits of this project 
go well beyond the City of Darebin 
and presents a compelling case in 
favour of the State investing in and 
delivering this project.  
You’re also particularly concerned 
about protecting Reservoir’s village 
feel – providing for more public open 
space and places for gathering – 
managing the quality and impact 
of development – and for safety 
too, especially for pedestrians and 
cyclists.
And you want to see changes now, 
not just somewhere down the road.

what you told us

“You need to bring Reservoir Village and 
Broadway shops together.”
“We need a critical mass of shops in 
Reservoir so the centre thrives.”
“You must have a mix of aged, young 
families, single people… the mix equals a 
balanced community.”
“We need spaces for different generations 
to come together.”
“Lots of people need to be able to live in the 
immediate area to give it life in the day and 
at night.”
“What are we doing about the rail crossing?”
“If we have denser housing, we must have 
lots of community facilities and more 
outdoor space.”
“Why do we have to wait? Can’t we get 
some things done right now?”
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The Central Heart
Looking towards Broadway from Edwardes StreetOur Shared Vision

In 2030, Reservoir will be a place 
without barriers that celebrates 
diversity, connectedness and 
participation.
Through replanning and renewed 
investment in its streets, businesses, 
infrastructure and housing – while 
keeping and honouring what already 
makes it great – Reservoir will reach 
its full potential.
Most importantly, Reservoir will 
finally have the welcoming central 
heart it deserves by redesigning the 
intersection that divided it for so long. 
A central heart to match its soul.
Through it all, the people of 
Reservoir will continue to lead and 
define opportunities for physical 
and social transformations and 
ensure Reservoir’s cultural identity 
and landscape remain unique.

how we’ve responded

The Central Heart Precinct 
Looking towards Broadway from Edwardes Street
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how we’ve responded
continued

The Reservoir Structure Plan tackles our biggest challenge head-on. 
It creates a Central Heart precinct that will at last connect Reservoir Village 
and Broadway shopping centres – and stimulate the long-term investment in 
commercial and retail space, housing, public spaces, activities and transport 
that is needed for this Major Activities Area to thrive. 

The Plan details the directions we are taking in six key areas:

Business Activities and Investment
Consolidating our premiere position in Melbourne’s north:

— Strengthening land use and connections between Reservoir  
Village and Broadway.

— Providing impetus for business start-up and growth.
— Supporting business diversity and contribution.
— Establishing an overarching identity for the centre.

Housing
Preparing for future growth and diversity:

— Providing sufficient housing of appropriate types.
— Catering for people of all ages and circumstances.
— Increasing housing density in key redevelopment sites, above shops, 

adjacent to open spaces and along main roads.
— Encouraging apartment development within the centre

Public Spaces, Streets and Buildings
Creating a lively, green and beautiful setting with a strong sense of place:

— Providing standout public and civic spaces.
— Enhancing and connecting parks and recreational facilities.
— Promoting architectural excellence and buildings that enhance  

the public realm.

Moving Around Safely and Efficiently
Encouraging active and sustainable transport for people of all abilities:

— Making Reservoir the major public transport hub in the north.
— Prioritising pedestrian and cycling.
— Providing also a clear, logical and safe vehicle network.
— Ensuring easy-to-access car parking without disruption to pedestrians, 

cyclist and public transport.

Sustainable Local Living
Establishing Reservoir as an environmental leader in:

— Sustainable design for new buildings and public spaces.
— Generation of renewable energy.

Community Connections
Facilitating greater community involvement:

— Providing civic, cultural and community facilities accessible by all.
— Showcasing cultural diversity through land use, events, buildings  

and public spaces.
— Encouraging participation in all future planning and revitalisation.

 ‘small wins’ aCtion plan

Some simple improvements were 
high on your wish list. These 
didn’t need long-term planning to 
set in motion. So we concurrently 
put in place an action plan to get 
these ‘spruce-ups’ budgeted and 
moving quickly:
— New plantings and landscaping 
— New bins 
— New seating and bus shelters 
— New pathways
— Graffiti removal 
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Darebin City Council
274 Gower Street  
Preston 3072
T 03 8470 8888  
F 03 8470 8877
darebin.vic.gov.au

TTY 133 677 ask for  
03 8470 8888

We speak your language

 8470 8470

what's next

Your Council is implementing the 
Reservoir Structure Plan into the 
Darebin Planning Scheme via 
Amendment C138 Local Planning 
Policy Framework. Further 
information regarding the Reservoir 
Structure Plan and Amendment C138 
is available via the details below.
Council is also teasing out the 
detailed Implementation Plan to 
fulfil our vision – including a crucial 
Streetscape Master Plan for the 
shopping centres. 
Going forward, your Council has  
an Internal Implementation Group  
to coordinate all key projects  
and reporting on their delivery.  
The vision established in the 
Reservoir Structure Plan will serve 
as a guide to planning decisions  
far into the future. 

get more detail

A new consultation website has  
been developed to cater for the large 
amount of information associated  
with the Reservoir Structure Plan and 
the suite of strategic documents 
including Amendment C138 which  
are currently on public exhibition. 
To simplify access to this information 
this website will serve as a single 
source point that is readily available  
at all hours of the day.  
Download the Reservoir Structure  
Plan from the new consultation 
website yoursaydarebin.com.au.  
Visit the following institutions to view 
the Reservoir Structure Plan 
documents as well as strategic 
documents currently on public 
exhibition.
City of Darebin 
274 Gower St, Preston
Northcote Library
32-38 Separation St, Northcote
Reservoir Library
17-21 Ralph St, Reservoir
Preston Library
266 Gower St, Preston
Northland Customer  
Service Centre
Located next to the bus stops  
at the Northland Shopping Centre
Fairfield Library
121 Station St Fairfield

talk with us

Come and talk with Council officers 
about the Reservoir Structure Plan 
documents as well as the suite of 
strategic documents currently on 
public exhibition at an open house 
information event as below: 
Tuesday 13th August
5.30pm – 7.30pm 
Preston Shire Hall,  
Gower Street, Preston
Wednesday 21st August
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Darebin Arts and Entertainment 
Centre, Corner Bell Street and  
St Georges Road, Preston
Tuesday 10th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Northcote Town Hall,  
High Street, Northcote
Thursday 19th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
St Mary’s Anglican Church 
233 Tyler Street,  
corner Plenty Road, Preston
You can register on line for further 
information on events.
You are also invited to contact  
Council officers with any questions, 
comments or concerns on 8470 8768.


