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Our City’s plan to support a vibrant, diverse and 
sustainable local economy

Darebin’s changing  
local economy 

– Decline in manufacturing jobs

– Number of jobs per hectare  
are falling

– Continued need for industrial 
land, but also…

– Underutilised industrial  
land attractive for employment 
and residential

– Growing population and  
demand for retail floor space

– Shifts in the type and  
location of retail 

– Improving prospects for 
commercial office space

Economies nationally and regionally 
are undergoing significant change, 
and your local economy is no 
exception. 
Darebin is experiencing a marked 
shift in the nature of businesses and 
employment, including the same 
decline of traditional industry that 
inner suburbs saw a decade ago. 

owning the future of our 
communities

The City of Darebin’s growing appeal 
as a place to live, work and invest 
is also bringing with it considerable 
change and challenges… 
Steadily increasing population and 
shifting demographics. Pressure on 
housing and services. Changes in the 
business and job mix. Development 
pressure along with concern for the 
character of our neighbourhoods. 
Environmental and sustainability 
opportunities. Plus the added overlay 
of new State Government planning 
policies. 
The Darebin Economic Land Use 
Strategy discussed here is one of a 
suite of initiatives that your Council’s 
Planning Services team has drafted 
to anticipate and prepare for the 
transformational changes facing us. 
Community involvement is integral 
to each and every one of these 
plans. So please join us to plot a 
path to the future we all want for the 
City of Darebin.

PLANNING 
servicesDAREBIN

ECONOMIC AND LAND
USE STRATEGY
[ Planning Scheme Amendment C138 ]

have your say  
Visit  
yoursaydarebin.com.au

get more Detail 
Download the Darebin 
Economic Land Use Strategy  
at yoursaydarebin.com.au 

talk with us  
Phone 8470 8768
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Darebin’s changing  
local economy continued

While manufacturing will continue 
to contribute to the economy and 
employment here, our industrial base 
will shift more towards wholesale 
trade, service industries and new 
types of manufacturing.
Our retail economy is shifting too. 
Northcote’s café culture is moving 
steadily northward. Lifestyle based 
retail activity and services are growing 
ever more prominent. Smaller retail 
pockets – some with as few as 5-10 
shops - are coming back to life. And 
larger retail centres are strengthening 
as well. 
Planning for how our precious land 
will be used simply can’t be ‘business 
as usual’. Our challenge is to prepare 
well for the structural changes ahead, 
and guide our City proactively toward: 
—  A vibrant, adaptable economy that 

can capitalise on emerging trends.
—  A broader economic base 

and more diverse employment 
opportunities.

—  Optimal use of our finite land 
resources.

—  Sustainable practices and quality 
urban design.

The strategy we are framing now 
will set the direction for industrial, 
retail and commercial land use in 
Darebin – and for the economic 
health and resilience of our 
community - for the next 20 years.

what we’ve Done so far

stage 1 Research and investigation (2011-2012)
— Assessing trends
— Clarifying policy and the role of Government
— Identifying key issues
— Targeted consultation with Council, key industries, businesses

stage 2 Preparation of principles and vision (2012)
— Assembling key findings
— Testing principles and vision for land use activities and employment 

generation in Darebin

stage 3 Preparation of Darebin Economic and Land Use  
Strategy (2012-2013)
— Drafting the strategy
— Adoption by Council for public exhibition purposes

stage 4 Formal public exhbition (8 August 2013 – 7 October 2013)
— Inviting written submissions on the Darebin Economic and Land Use 

Strategy as part of an extended public exhibition period and its translation 
into Amendment C138

stage 5 Finalisation (2013-14)
— Consideration of written submissions by Council November 2013
— Referral of written submissions to an independent planning Panel appointed 

by the Minister for Planning
— Finalisation of the Darebin Economic and Land Use Strategy
— Implementation of the Darebin Economic and Land Use Strategy into the 

Darebin Planning Scheme as part of Amendment C138 Municipal Strategic 
Statement, subject to the approval Minister of Planning

Planning work began in 2011 with 
research and an extensive review 
of national, regional and local data, 
trends and practices, as well as 
all previous or related policies and 
strategies.
The project has included targeted 
consultation with key industries, 
businesses and land owners. And 
it has considered and taken into 
account relevant outcomes from your 
Council’s Business Development and 
Employment Strategy. 

Our partner in this undertaking, urban 
economists Spade Consultants, have 
now drafted the Darebin Economic 
Land Use Strategy.
This landmark document sets out our 
vision for the city’s future economy, 
as well as extensive detail on our 
plan for a vibrant mix of industrial, 
retail, commercial and service sector 
activities.

we are here – STAGE 4
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Draft strategy highlights

Areas targeted for change
1 La Trobe University and  
Lancaster Gate 
Support for the growth of the 
University and its role as part of  
the Northern Employment and 
Innovation Cluster.
2 Northland East  
Preston Activities Area
Plans for corporate office 
development and new approaches 
to the location of retail, office and 
residential apartments.
3 Beavers Road
Plans for modest transition of this 
industrial area to more mixed  
use, retaining commercial and 
employment at ground level.
4 Plenty Road remnant industrial
New opportunities for more shops, 
services and homes along this key 
corridor.
5 St Georges Road remnant 
industrial 
New opportunities for more shops, 
services and homes along this key 
corridor.
6 Northcote Industrial Area 
(Arthurton Road)
Plans for reinvigoration of this 
industrial area to a mix of use,  
including offices, shops and higher 
density housing.   
7 Evolution of activity centres
Changes to traditional centres to 
accommodate a broader service 
sector and more lifestyle activity.
8 Major development and 
redevelopment of Preston Central
Including retail, commercial and 
residential development.

The Darebin Economic Land Use 
Strategy sets out how we will protect 
our City’s existing industrial base 
– while capitalising on our location 
and opening up more opportunity for 
growing and emerging employment 
sectors.
The recommendations feature:
— Designation of three core industrial 

employment areas (Reservoir, East 
Preston and Fairfield) and one 
secondary one (Anderson Road).

— Areas targeted for wholesale trade, 
service industries and new types of 
manufacturing.  

— Retail activity areas of varying 
sizes providing for a mix of 
retail, commercial, services and 
residential uses.

— Key mixed-use redevelopment 
areas for the emerging commercial 
office market. 

— Providing land for the tertiary and 
health service sector, to better 
connect these services with the 
larger community. 

The document includes extensive 
detail on the factors and forces 
leading to our recommendations – the 
principles underlying them – and the 
specifics of how they will be executed 
in each area.

framework Plan 
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Darebin City Council
274 Gower Street  
Preston 3072
T 03 8470 8888  
F 03 8470 8877
darebin.vic.gov.au

TTY 133 677 ask for  
03 8470 8888

We speak your language

 8470 8470

what's next anD how  
you can have your say

The Darebin Economic and Land Use 
Strategy will be on public exhibition 
for a two-month period from 8 
August 2013 to 7 October 2013.
If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about the 
direction that the Darebin Economic 
Land Use Strategy is taking, now is 
the time to make yourself heard.

have your say

As part of the public exhibition, you 
are invited to lodge a supporting or 
opposing written submission to the 
Darebin Economic and Land Use 
Strategy.  Your written submission 
must be received no later than 7 
October 2013.  A submission to 
the Darebin Economic and Land 
Use Strategy will be considered a 
submission to Amendment C138.  
You are also invited to lodge a 
supporting or opposing written 
submission to any part of or all the 
strategic documents and Planning 
Scheme Amendments contained on 
yoursaydarebin.com.au including 
Amendment C138 which implements 
the Darebin Economic and Land  
Use Strategy into the Darebin 
Planning Scheme.
Your written submission needs to  
be clearly marked with the submitter’s 
name, preferred contact details, 
the affected property, the name of 
the Strategy or Amendment and the 
reason for the submission.
You written submission can be lodged 
by one of the following methods: 
Website
yoursaydarebin.com.au 
Email 
planningservices@darebin.vic.gov.au
Post 
Planning Services Consultation  
Darebin City Council 
PO Box 91, Preston VIC 3072

Please be aware that all submissions 
lodged during the public exhibition 
period are public documents that 
must be made available for viewing 
by any person in accordance with 
the Planning and Environment Act 
1987. All written submissions will be 
acknowledged by Council.

get more Detail

A new consultation website has  
been developed to cater for the large 
amount of information associated 
with the Darebin Economic Land Use 
Strategy and the suite of strategic 
documents also on formal public 
exhibition.  To simplify access to this 
information this website will serve as 
a single source point that is readily 
available at all hours of the day.  
Download the Darebin Economic  
and Land Use Strategy from the  
new consultation website 
yoursaydarebin.com.au.  
Visit the following institutions to  
view the Darebin Economic Land  
Use Strategy as well as the suite  
of strategic documents also on  
public exhibition.  
City of Darebin 
274 Gower St, Preston
Northcote Library
32-38 Separation St, Northcote
Reservoir Library
17-21 Ralph St, Reservoir
Preston Library
266 Gower St, Preston
Northland Customer  
Service Centre
Located next to the bus stops  
at the Northland Shopping Centre
Fairfield Library
121 Station St Fairfield

talk with us

Come and talk with Council officers 
about the Darebin Economic and 
Land Use Strategy and the suite of 
other initiatives at an open house 
information events as below: 
Tuesday 13th August
5.30pm – 7.30pm 
Preston Shire Hall, Gower Street, 
Preston
Wednesday 21st August
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Darebin Arts and Entertainment 
Centre, Corner Bell Street and St 
Georges Road, Preston
Tuesday 10th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Northcote Town Hall, High Street, 
Northcote
Thursday 19th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
St Mary’s Anglican Church 
233 Tyler Street, corner Plenty Road, 
Preston
You can register online for further 
information on events.
You are also invited to contact  
Council officers with any questions, 
comments or concerns on 8470 8768.


