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1  City of Darebin

Our City’s plan to meet the changing housing 
needs of our growing population

Darebin’s housing  
challenge

30k
Estimated 30,300 more  
residents by 2031

13,600
more dwellings needed
 
 
Families still core, but also…
– Older population 
– More, smaller households
– Different mix of dwellings needed
– Rising house prices and  

pressures on affordability 

More people are choosing to make 
Darebin home every year. And our 
residential development decisions 
today will help to determine just how 
good a place to live it will be for all of 
us in years to come. 
Darebin’s housing challenge goes 
beyond just preparing for ongoing 
population growth – though that alone 
is a significant task.

owning the future of our 
communities

The City of Darebin’s growing appeal 
as a place to live, work and invest 
is also bringing with it considerable 
change and challenges… 
Steadily increasing population and 
shifting demographics. Pressure on 
housing and services. Changes in the 
business and job mix. Development 
pressure along with concern for the 
character of our neighbourhoods. 
Environmental and sustainability 
opportunities. Plus the added overlay 
of new State Government planning 
policies. 
The Darebin Housing Strategy 
discussed here is one of a suite 
of strategic documents that your 
Council’s Planning Services team  
has drafted to anticipate and prepare 
for the transformational changes 
facing us. 
Community involvement is integral 
to each and every one of these 
plans. So please join us to plot  
a path to the future we all want  
for the City of Darebin…

have your say  
Visit  
yoursaydarebin.com.au

get more Detail 
Download the Darebin  
Housing Strategy at  
yoursaydarebin.com.au 
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Darebin’s housing  
challenge continued
Housing isn’t just about ensuring 
a roof over our heads. It’s about 
wellbeing, quality of life, and creating 
places where people want to live and 
take part in the community. 
So we also need to plan well to: 
—  Accommodate a changing 

demographic and new, diverse 
housing needs.

—  Ensure enough affordable  
housing in the right locations.

—  Make certain our decisions  
about housing are also in tune  
with a changing local economy, 
and contribute positively to local 
jobs and businesses.

—  Respond to climate change and 
environmental constraints.

—  Respect the heritage and  
character of our neighbourhoods 
and promote quality residential 
design.

These are our goals. And the  
strategy that we’re framing now  
will set the direction for how land  
is used and residential development 
undertaken in Darebin for the  
next 20 years.

what we’ve Done so far

stage 1 Research and Investigation (2010-2011)
— Assessing trends
— Clarifying policy and role of local government
— Preparing background papers
— Commissioning research

stage 2 Community and Stakeholder Engagement (2012)
— Conducting workshops, meetings, questionnaires
— Building interactive website 
— Reviewing telephone, mail, email and online input
— Assessing feedback

stage 3 Outcomes Of Community And Stakeholder Engagement (2012) 
— Assembling key findings
— Revising Housing Vision and Strategic Directions
— Presenting report to council and community

stage 4 Preparation Of Housing Strategy (2013)
— Drafting the strategy
— Adopted by Council for public exhibition purposes 

stage 5 Formal Public Exhbition (8 August 2013 – 7 October 2013)
— Inviting written submissions on the Darebin Housing Strategy and  

its translation into Amendment C138 as part of an extended public  
exhibition period

stage 6 Finalisation (2013-14)
— Consideration of written submissions by Council November 2013 
—  Referral of written submissions to an independent planning Panel appointed 

by the Minister for Planning
— Finalisation of the Darebin Housing Strategy
—  Implementation of the Darebin Housing Strategy into the Darebin Planning 

Scheme as part of Amendment C138 Municipal Strategic Statement – 
subject to approval from the Minister of Planning

The Darebin Housing Strategy is 
the result of two and a half years of 
exhaustive research and investigation 
into housing trends, policies and our 
future housing needs. 
The process has already involved 
broad scale community consultation 
and participation – with 33 events 
or activities over April to July 2012, 

including workshops, forums, 
questionnaires, one-on-one meetings, 
and the consolidation of all of your 
feedback from letters, emails, phone 
calls and a purpose-built interactive 
website. 
If you’ve been part of that consultation 
we offer our sincere thanks.

we are here – STAGE 5
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what you’ve tolD us

“We need more housing 
choices; not everyone 
wants to live in an 
apartment or a house.”

“New housing should be 
focussed around facilities 
and near public transport.”

“Building design is important 
– developers should be 
encouraged to improve their 
standards.”

“Housing is increasingly 
expensive around here.  
I worry my kids will never  
be able to afford to buy.”

From a wealth of community 
response, we saw some core 
concerns emerge…
Your desire for a range of housing 
choices. The importance of proximity 
to jobs, services and transport. 
Affordability – not just the up front 
cost of housing, but also the ongoing 
cost of utilities, services and local 
living. Accommodation for the full 
spectrum of our diverse population – 
including social housing, aged care, 
and student housing. Safety and 
security. Sustainability and reducing 
our environmental impact. 
Plus never to be overlooked: 
preservation of our treasured heritage 
and neighbourhood character. 
And also high on the list:  
community involvement in these 
housing decisions. 
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how we’ve responDeD

The Darebin Housing Strategy sets out how we plan to step up to the changes 
coming our way, and help create the future you want for your community. 
One central element in that strategy: a new, 3-tiered housing change framework 
that will help us provide for healthy growth and diversity, while still safeguarding 
areas of special character.
Your feedback on this criteria is sought to help us map out the application  
of the State’s new residential zones. Setting this criteria will be the first step  
in further consultation planned in 2014 on applying the new residential zones  
to the City of Darebin. 

a new 3-tiereD housing change framework
To guide future residential development and provide greater certainty for all

minimal change areas
Limited level of development
For: residential areas with strong neighbourhood character, 
heritage issues, concentration of restrictive Single Dwelling 
Covenants, those that are more than 400 metres from key 
services and/or are sensitive for other reasons.

incremental change areas
Moderate level of development over time
For: residential and commercial areas of transitional 
character, with already existing mix of dwellings, 
reasonable access to local services and/or are mostly 
unaffected by heritage issues.

substantial change areas
Substantial increase to housing density/diversity over time
For: residential, commercial and designated activities 
areas that already have evolving character and an 
emerging apartment market, eclectic mix of architecture, 
are immediately adjacent to activity areas, front a 
strategic corridor and/or are within 400 metres of 
transport.

Three ‘Housing Change Area’ tiers 
will define clearly what type and 
intensity of residential development 
is appropriate for a particular area - 
giving you more certainty about what 
to expect, and how your own area 
may evolve over time.
The housing strategy document 
explains this new framework in 
more detail. It also highlights what 
future work needs to be undertaken 
to support the introduction of this 
approach. 
It further outlines the additional steps 
we’ll take to tackle critical issues 
of housing diversity, affordability, 
supporting the local economy, , 
environment and climate change, 
heritage and design quality. 
And it maps out how we’ll implement, 
monitor, review and refine the strategy.
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0 500 1,000
metres

Darebin Housing Change Framework MapDarebin housing change  
framework map

N

Housing change areas
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what's next anD how  
you can have your say

The Darebin Housing Strategy will 
be on public exhibition for a two 
month period from 8 August 2013  
to 7 October 2013.
If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about the 
direction that the Darebin Housing 
Strategy is taking, now is the time 
to make yourself heard. 

have your say

As part of the public exhibition period, 
you are invited to lodge a supporting 
or opposing written submission to the 
Darebin Housing Strategy. Your written 
submission must be received no later 
than 7 October 2013. A submission 
to the Darebin Housing Strategy 
will be considered a submission to 
Amendment C138. 
You are also invited to lodge a 
supporting or opposing written 
submission to the any part of or all of 
the strategic documents and Planning 
Scheme Amendments contained on 
www.yoursaydarebin.com.au. 
Your written submission needs to  
be clearly marked with the submitter’s 
name, preferred contact details, 
the affected property, the name of 
the Amendment or Strategy and the 
reason for the submission.
Your written submission can be lodged 
by one of the following methods: 
Website
yoursaydarebin.com.au 
Email 
planningservices@darebin.vic.gov.au
Post 
Planning Services Consultation  
Darebin City Council 
PO Box 91, Preston VIC 3072
Please be aware that all submissions 
lodged during the formal public 
exhibition period are public documents 
that must be made available for 
viewing by any person in accordance 
with the Planning and Environment Act 
1987. All written submissions will be 
acknowledged by Council. 

get more Detail

A new consultation website has  
been developed to cater for the large 
amount of information associated with 
the Darebin Housing Strategy and the 
suite of strategic documents also on 
public exhibition. To simplify access to 
this information this website will serve 
as a single source point that is readily 
available at all hours of the day. 
Download the Darebin Housing 
Strategy and Amendment C138 from 
the new consultation website www.
yoursaydarebin.com.au. 
Visit the following institutions to view 
the Darebin Housing Strategy and the 
suite of strategic documents also on 
public exhibition. 
City of Darebin 
274 Gower St, Preston
Northcote Library
32-38 Separation St, Northcote
Reservoir Library
17-21 Ralph St, Reservoir
Preston Library
266 Gower St, Preston
Northland Customer  
Service Centre
Located next to the bus stops  
at the Northland Shopping Centre
Fairfield Library
121 Station St Fairfield

talk with us

Come and talk with Council officers 
about the Darebin Housing Strategy 
and the suite of strategic documents 
at an open house information event  
as below: 
Tuesday 13th August
5.30pm – 7.30pm 
Preston Shire Hall,  
Gower Street, Preston
Wednesday 21st August
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Darebin Arts and Entertainment 
Centre, Corner Bell Street and St 
Georges Road, Preston
Tuesday 10th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Northcote Town Hall,  
High Street, Northcote
Thursday 19th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
St Mary’s Anglican Church 
233 Tyler Street,  
corner Plenty Road, Preston
You can register on line for further 
information on events.
You are also invited to contact  
Council officers with any questions, 
comments or concerns on 8470 8768.

Darebin City Council
274 Gower Street  
Preston 3072
T 03 8470 8888  
F 03 8470 8877
darebin.vic.gov.au

TTY 133 677 ask for  
03 8470 8888

We speak your language

 8470 8470


