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1  City of Darebin

Our City’s updated vision and directions for local 
land use and development

Planning for the  
Darebin of the future

Planning for a vibrant, growing local 
community involves a complex, 
layered structure of related State and 
Local planning frameworks, policies 
and provisions. 
The Municipal Strategic Statement 
is a critical building block in that 
structure. It’s the foundation document 
that sets out our vision for the future 
we want for Darebin – establishes 
the objectives we want to achieve – 
and draws together all the various 
strategies from a range of planning 
initiatives into a consolidated 
statement of how we will proceed. 
Together with Local Planning Policies, 
it makes up the framework for all local 
land use and development planning. 
And we’re now in the process of 
giving it a major update. 

owning the future of our 
communities

The City of Darebin’s growing appeal 
as a place to live, work and invest 
is also bringing with it considerable 
change and challenges... 
Steadily increasing population and 
shifting demographics. Pressure on 
housing and services. Changes in the 
business and job mix. Development 
pressure along with concern for the 
character of our neighbourhoods. 
Environmental and sustainability 
opportunities. Plus the added overlay 
of new State Government planning 
policies. 
Council is changing the Local Planning 
Policy Framework of the Darebin 
Planning Scheme via Amendment 
C138. The changes include a new 
Municipal Strategic Statement, 
incorporating a suite of forward-
thinking new strategies to prepare 
Darebin for the transformational 
changes facing us, plus updates to 
our Local Planning Policies.
Community involvement is vital  
to all of these plans. So please  
join us to plot a path to the future 
we all want for the City of Darebin.

have your say  
Visit  
yoursaydarebin.com.au

get more Detail 
Download Amendment C138 
documents at  
yoursaydarebin.com.au 
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2  City of Darebin

what we’ve Done so farPlanning for the Darebin  
of the future cont
Darebin, like many other local 
governments, is grappling with 
significant change:

Sustained population growth and 
a shift in demographics – putting 
new and more diverse demands 
on housing, infrastructure and 
services.

Transition in the local economy – 
moving Darebin from a traditional 
industrial employment base to a 
more mixed one offering job growth 
in retail, services and new types of 
manufacturing.

Environmental pressures – calling 
for new approaches to manage the 
impact of climate change, conserve 
resources and ensure a sustainable 
and liveable community.

This changing future demands a new 
set of policy directions and strategies 
– and a new Municipal Strategic 
Statement to put them all into action. 

Following a comprehensive 
Planning Scheme Review in 2010, 
we have been putting in place a 
number of significant new plans 
and strategies. The key ones 
underpinning our updated Municipal 
Strategic Statement: the Reservoir 
Structure Plan adopted by Council 
in September 2012; and the Darebin 
Housing Strategy and Darebin 
Economic Land Use Strategy currently 
being finalised. 
Based on these and a suite of 
related initiatives, we have drafted, 
in consultation with Councillors 
and internal Council units, a new 
and refocused Municipal Strategic 
Statement. 
This is accompanied by changes to 
Local Planning Policies we identified 
as part of the Planning Scheme 
Review. Some policies now covered 
by the new MSS have been removed, 
and some policies have been updated 
to provide clearer and more useable 
guidelines for decision making. 
Several policies remain unchanged.

Following community consultation and 
feedback, the new Municipal Strategic 
Statement and Local Planning Policy 
changes will be introduced into 
the Darebin Planning Scheme via 
Planning Scheme Amendment C138. 
It will set a clear direction for our 
city’s future: addressing Darebin’s 
changing demographic and housing 
needs; strengthening our economic 
activities and opportunities; tackling 
our environmental and infrastructure 
challenges; and providing greater 
planning certainty for both the 
community and the development 
industry.

Process to date

2010 Darebin Planning scheme review
2011 Policy Neutral MSS Update

Internal MSS consultations
2012 MSS on hold until Housing and Economic Strategies complete
2013 Councillor MSS workshop 1

MSS Structure revision
Councillor MSS workshop 2
Draft MSS

NeXt stePs

2013 Council adopt Amendment C138 – we are here
Seek authorisations
Public exhibition period: 2 months
Council considers submission and request panel
Panel directions hearing

2014 Panel hearing
Panel report
Council adopt Amendment C138
Planning Minister approves Amendment C138
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municiPal strategic  
statement highlights

The Municipal Strategic Statement 
is guided by the new Council Plan 
adopted in June 2013, and draws on 
an extensive suite of specific, detailed 
strategies and policies spanning the 
huge array of issues your Council 
needs to manage.
It lays out our objectives and 
strategies across four core areas of 
activity, with these key goals:
Environment
Protecting and enhancing both our 
natural and built environments:
— Managing sensitively the impacts 

of land use.
— Creating a sustainable, liveable 

urban environment for residents, 
workers and visitors.

— Protecting areas of natural, cultural 
and built heritage value.

— Effectively managing environmental 
risk.

Economic Development
Encouraging greater breadth of 
opportunity, employment and land 
use:
— Developing a commercial office 

market.
— Investing in retail, institutional and 

hospitality sectors.
— Supporting ongoing industrial uses 

in areas where they are best suited.
— Adapting non-residential land for 

new uses. 
— Converting areas to mixed use 

where appropriate.
— Facilitating local job growth to 

match our population growth.
Housing
Providing for both ‘a roof over the 
head’ and enviable quality of life:
— Balancing the needs of current and 

future residents.
— Making housing affordable and 

accessible for all.
— Demonstrating best practice 

environmental and urban design.
— Ensuring residential development 

is appropriate to its location and 
considerate of its context.

— Providing for diverse housing 
needs and preferences.

Transport & Infrastructure
Enhancing liveability with good 
access to transport, services and 
facilities:
— Reducing car dependency, 

congestion and parking pressures 
and promoting sustainable 
lifestyles.

— Planning effectively to meet 
changing needs for transport, 
essential services, community 
facilities and open space.

— Ensuring equity of investment 
across the municipality.

— Promoting urban renewal 
opportunities.

The document includes extensive 
detail on how we’re stepping up to 
the challenge in each of these crucial 
areas.
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strategic framework Plan
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Darebin City Council
274 Gower Street  
Preston 3072
T 03 8470 8888  
F 03 8470 8877
darebin.vic.gov.au

TTY 133 677 ask for  
03 8470 8888

We speak your language

 8470 8470

what's next anD how  
you can have your say

Amendment C138 will be on  
public exhibition for a two-month 
period from 8 August 2013 to  
7 October 2013.
If you have any questions, 
comments or concerns about the 
direction that Amendment C138 
is taking, now is the time to make 
yourself heard.

have your say

As part of the public exhibition, you 
are invited to lodge a supporting 
or opposing written submission to 
Amendment C138.  Your written 
submission must be received no later 
than 7 October 2013.
Your written submission needs to be 
clearly marked with the submitter’s 
name, preferred contact details, 
the affected property, the name of 
the Strategy or Amendment and the 
reason for the submission.
You written submission can be lodged 
by one of the following methods:
Website
yoursaydarebin.com.au 
Email 
planningservices@darebin.vic.gov.au
Post 
Planning Services Consultation  
Darebin City Council 
PO Box 91, Preston VIC 3072
Please be aware that all submissions 
lodged during the public exhibition 
are public documents that must 
be made available for viewing by 
any person in accordance with 
the Planning and Environment Act 
1987. All written submissions will be 
acknowledged by Council.
You are also invited to lodge a 
supporting or opposing written 
submission to the any / the entire  
suite of strategic documents also  
on public exhibition.

get more Detail

A new consultation website has been 
developed to cater for the large 
amount of information associated with 
Amendment C138 and the suite of 
strategic documents also on public 
exhibition.  To simplify access to this 
information this website will serve as 
a single source point that is readily 
available at all hours of the day.  
Download Amendment C138 
documents from the new consultation 
website yoursaydarebin.com.au.  
Visit the following institutions to view 
Amendment C138 documents as well 
as the suite of strategic documents 
also on public exhibition. 
City of Darebin 
274 Gower St, Preston
Northcote Library
32-38 Separation St, Northcote
Reservoir Library
17-21 Ralph St, Reservoir
Preston Library
266 Gower St, Preston
Northland Customer  
Service Centre
Located next to the bus stops  
at the Northland Shopping Centre
Fairfield Library
121 Station St Fairfield

talk with us

Come and talk with Council officers 
about Amendment C138 and the suite 
of strategic documents at an open 
house information event as below:  
Tuesday 13th August
5.30pm – 7.30pm 
Preston Shire Hall,  
Gower Street, Preston
Wednesday 21st August
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Darebin Arts and Entertainment 
Centre, Corner Bell Street and  
St Georges Road, Preston
Tuesday 10th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
Northcote Town Hall,  
High Street, Northcote
Thursday 19th September
5.30pm – 7.30pm  
St Mary’s Anglican Church 
233 Tyler Street,  
corner Plenty Road, Preston
You can register online for further 
information on events.
You are also invited to contact  
Council officers with any questions, 
comments or concerns on 8470 8768.


