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Detailed List of New Features 
Read, Reason, Write supports and aligns with the WPA Outcomes Statement for First-Year 
Composition (NCTE, 2014). This text’s content and presentation are guided by decades of classroom 
experience and by research and theory in composition and rhetoric. This combination has made Read, 
Reason, Write a best-selling text for now 12 editions. 
• Teaches critical thinking, reading, and composing through a step-by-step approach to inquiry, 

analysis, and writing. This text introduces students to various genres and guides them in 
analyzing style, rhetorical construction, and effectiveness. It provides exercises for individual and 
group work to practice critical reading and analysis. Questions are included to guide students in 
responding to content, analyzing content, evaluating content, and researching and writing about 
content. 

• Provides instruction for beginning, drafting, completing, and then revising summaries, analyses, 
and arguments. Guided by convention expectations, the text provides instruction in overall 
organization, paragraph structure, and sentence-level issues such as tone, mechanics, and 
attribution tailored to various genres. The text also contains instruction in analyzing and using 
graphics, images, and document design, helping students to think critically about—and also 
produce—visually enhanced communication. 

• Provides instruction in both classical and contemporary rhetorical theory. The text presents 
rhetorical theories in an accessible way to help instructors teach and students learn these 
concepts. But, Read, Reason, Write also presents argument as contextual: written (or spoken) to 
a specific audience with the expectation of counterarguments. 

• Provides guidelines and revision boxes throughout. These tools provide an easy reference for 
students. 

• Presents thorough and easy-to-reference coverage of both MLA and APA documentation 
requirements. 

• Provides nine student essays. These illustrate the kinds of writing students will be asked to 
prepare in the course—summaries, analyses, arguments, and formally documented papers. 

• Presents a rich collection of readings. Readings are both timely and classic, providing examples of 
the varied uses of language and strategies for argument. 

• Offers a brief but comprehensive introduction to reading and analyzing literature. Found in the 
Appendix, this section also contains a student essay of literary analysis. 



 

Chapter by Chapter Changes 
Chapter 1 
Updated introduction to argument 
New discussion of and examples of paraphrase 
New reading selections by author Ruth Whippman on the perils of “mindfulness” 
 

Chapter 2 
Updated coverage of analyzing the style of a source and synthesizing two or more sources 
New reading selections by Washington Post humor columnist Alexandra Petri, former Boston Globe syndicated 
columnist Ellen Goodman, and author Adam Grant 
 

Chapter 3 
New reading selections by Business Insider Science Editor Erin Brodwin, president of Brown University 
president Christina Paxson, and noted Law and First Amendment scholar Geoffrey Stone 
 

Chapter 5 
New section introduces students to the concepts of visual rhetoric and visual literacy, including Gestalt 
principles and the C.R.A.P. design model 
New Guidelines box about reading visuals 
 

Chapter 6 
Additional coverage of deduction in argument 
Updated Exercise around analyzing arguments, including examples of social media posts and online 
conversations 
New reading selection by author and fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center Peter Wehner on defending 
politics 
 

Chapter 7 
New reading selection on the meaning of trauma by psychologist Nicholas Haslam 
 

Chapter 8 
New reading selection defending globalization by president of the American Action Forum Douglas Holtz-Eakin 
 

Chapter 9 
New reading selections by civil rights activists Kate Wise Whitehead and Zainab Chaudry 
 

Chapter 10 
New reading on same-sex marriage by David Strauss, professor of Law at University of Chicago Law School 
 

Chapter 11 
New reading selections on the use of performance-enhancing drugs by professor of Engineering and Ethics at 
Arizona State University, Braden Allenby, and on sexual harassment in the workplace by news anchor Gretchen 
Carlson 
 

Chapter 12 
Revised and updated coverage to align with MLA 8th edition 
Revised sample annotated bibliography 
 

Chapter 13 
Revised and updated coverage to align with MLA 8th edition 
Updated to address changes in technology for drafting, revising, editing and proofreading a paper, and 
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submitting it to an instructor 
 

Chapter 14 
Revised and updated to align with MLA 8th edition, including updated examples of citation models 
New section on APA guidelines for using and citing secondary sources 
 

Chapter 15 
New reading selections on the theme of Media: Image and Reality by University of Virginia professor Mark 
Edmundson, journalist Stuart Elliot, author Tim Wu, scholar Sanford J. Ungar, and Heather McGhee, current 
president of Demos 
 

Chapter 16 
New reading selections on the The Internet and Social Media by noted author and Professor of Psychology 
Steven Pinker, political columnist and CNN host Fareed Zakaria, journalist and consultant Liza Tucker, 
Washington Post staff writer Caitlin Gibson, and philosopher George Yancy 
 

Chapter 17 
New reading selections on the theme of Marriage and Gender by author and historian Stephanie Coontz, 
engineer and U.S. Army Reserve soldier Liza Jaster, Brookings Institute Senior Fellow Jonathan Rauch, and 
Harvard Professor of Government Danielle Allen 
 

Chapter 18 
Readings on the theme of Education in America lend a new focus to the topics of school choice and tuition, with 
selections by education expert Richard D. Kahlenberg, President of the National Council on Teacher Quality 
Kate Walsh, lawyer Joseph Zengerle, and Charles R. Pruitt 
 

Chapter 19 
New reading selections on the theme of The Environment: How Do We Sustain It? By Gregory Kennedy SJ, 
NASA writer Robert Silberg, and editor of Apolitical Alexander Starritt 
 

Chapter 20 
Reading selections on the theme of Laws and Rights with a new focus on debates around gun control and 
immigration by professors Daniel Webster and Ronald Daniels, political commentator and legal writer David 
Rivkin and Cato Institute scholar Andrew Grossman, author and editor Robert Wilson, and president of the 
University of California system and former U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano 
 

Chapter 21 
New readings on the theme of America: Past, Present, and Future by Distinguished Professor of Economics, 
History, and English at University of Illinois Deidre N. McCloskey, former President Barack Obama, philosopher 
and novelist Kwame Anthony Appiah, Pulitzer Prize-winning foreign policy journalist Anne Applebaum, and 

author and astrophysicist Neil DeGrasse Tyson at mhhe.com/rep 

 


