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Detailed List of New Features 
Statistics and facts have been updated to reflect current data and trends throughout the text. 
 
Nearly 850 new sources are sited in the new, ninth edition. 
 
New boxed features can be found in Chapter 4, Chapter 5, Chapter 8, Chapter 15, and Chapter 16. 
 
This edition and its supplements are available on Connect, McGraw-Hill Education’s integrated 
assignment and assessment platform. 

 
Retained Features 
Boxed features and activities such as Diversity in Families, Putting it Together, and It Issue complement 
the content of each chapter throughout the text. 
 
Marriage and Families contains appendices recording past and current trends, references, and citations 
of major research over the past 30 years. 
 
The review and incorporation of new material from 12 major journals in the field of marriage and family 
is included in the text to keep up with current research. 
 
The content of Marriage and Families reflects the ever-changing definitions of “family” and “marriage”, 
with sections devoted to gay and lesbian relationships and families as well as to couples and families of 
diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds. 
 
The Couple and Family Map is an assessment tool developed by David Olson and colleagues, featured 

from Chapter 3 through the end of the text, based on concepts from family systems theory. at 
mhhe.com/rep 



Chapter by Chapter Changes 
Chapter 1: 
• Statistics and definitions updated. 
• The latest developments of same-sex marriage are addressed. 
• Section added on the family and the environment 
 
Chapter 2: 
• Information added on the 2015 Supreme Court ruling to legalize same-sex marriage. 
 
Chapter 3: 
• Features updated sections on the past, present, and future of the field of family studies or family science, 
including new and revised theoretical frameworks. 
 
Chapter 4: 
• New information on how communication differs between men and women. 
• New Box about communicating about sex and its effect on sexual health. 
 
Chapter 5: 
• New section with guidelines for how to resolve conflict. 
• New Box about a recent study on conflict resolution. 
 
Chapter 6: 
• New data and insights from national surveys. 
• The story of the HIV/AIDS crisis is updated. 
• New section on the developments in the understanding of sexual dysfunction and sex therapy. 
 
Chapter 7: 
• Provides up to date information on facts about men and women, such as poverty rates, educational 
achievement, labor force participation, use of health care, and being victims and perpetrators of crimes. 
• New Box about ethnic variations of who does the housework and why this occurs. 
 
Chapter 8: 
• New information on how spending money to help other increases one’s sense of well-being. 
• New Box on how the Great Recession of 2007 affected fertility rates. 
• New Box about debt and families in the United States. 
 
Chapter 9: 
• Updated research for all sections of the chapter, including the materials on friends compared to lovers, 
attachment theory and intimacy, and being single. 
 
Chapter 10: 
• New section on how dating has changed. 
• New topic on the recent trends in searching for a partner. 
 
Chapter 11: 
• New information about how marriages fare over time. 
• New research included on the role of prayer in marriage. 
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Chapter 12: 
• Information on the multiple costs of raising a child is updated. 
• New information about adoption and gay and lesbian parenting is provided. 
 
Chapter 13: 
• Thoroughly revised and updated. Highlights include new insights from around the world on how long adult 
children should stay in the nest before they leave home, data from a new study on grandparenthood, and an 
update on a story of an Australian woman who lost her husband to cancer from the eighth edition. 
 
Chapter 14: 
• Revisions made to majority of sections. Highlights include an update to the section on Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Al-Anon Family Groups, new statistics on the deaths each year caused by legal and illegal drugs in the U.S., 
and the effects of alcohol abuse on the family. 
 
Chapter 15: 
• New Box focusing on fathers’ experiences with marital separation. 
• New section on the difficulty of adjusting to divorce for all family members. 
 
Chapter 16: 
• New material on the discussion of the research of global perspectives of family, community, and cultural 
strengths. 
• New suggested readings added. 


