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J.J. Wright
J.J. Wright is a GRAMMY Award-winning 
pianist, conductor, and composer. On 
his latest CD, O Emmanuel, Wright 
combines sacred music with jazz to 
create a thought-provoking, spirit-filled 
Christmas listening experience. Based on 
the O Antiphons of Advent, O Emmanuel 
was commissioned by the Notre Dame 
Children’s Choir, and is scored for children’s choir, adult vocal soloists, 
string quartet, woodwind trio and Wright’s jazz piano trio. 

Originally trained as a jazz improviser, Wright has released two 
of his own CDs and won a GRAMMY for his work with internationally-
acclaimed jazz vibraphonist, Dave Samuels. As a member of the United 
States Naval Academy Band, he played for foreign dignitaries and 
high-ranking officials, including the President. Wright holds a Masters 
of Sacred Music from the University of Notre Dame and is currently 
working on his doctorate. For the 2016-17 academic year, Wright is 
studying at the Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music in Rome while he 
writes his dissertation and interns with the Sistine Chapel Choir. 
jjwrightmusic.com

P: 859-980-7389         E: lindsey.wopschall@DynamicCatholic.com

Fifth House  
Ensemble
The Chicago-based 
Fifth House Ensemble 
(5HE) is a versatile 
and dynamic group 
praised by the New York Times for its “conviction, authority, and finesse.” 
Defined by limitless imagination the ensemble engages curiosity to 
create unexpected connections with artistic collaborators and audiences 
of all types, breathing life into repertoire both established and 
emerging. On O Emmanuel, the group collaboratively weaves together a 
transformative journey through the Advent and Christmas seasons with 
the Notre Dame Children’s Choir and the J.J. Wright Trio. 

Over the last decade, the ensemble has engaged theater groups, 
visual artists, animators, living composers, astronomers, folk musicians 
and corporate innovators through transformative cross-media 
performance experiences for audiences of every type. In 2012, 5HE 
launched fresh inc, a one of a kind chamber music festival that brings 
together composers and instrumentalists for side-by-side performances, 
receiving creative presentation and entrepreneurship training.
fifth-house.com

O Emmanuel is a collaborative musical project led by composer J.J. Wright. 

The Notre Dame Children’s Choir, jazz piano trio, adult vocal soloists, and instrumentalists from the 
Fifth House Ensemble work together to create an unforgettable Christmas listening experience. 

Notre Dame Children’s Choir  
The Notre Dame Children’s Choir (NDCC) is an ensemble for Christian 
sacred music for singers from birth through age seventeen in South 
Bend, Indiana. In O Emmanuel, the Chamber Choir vocally embodies 
the joy and wonder of the Advent and Christmas seasons.

The NDCC’s mission is to develop child choristers as leaders of 
their churches and communities through music education, spirituality 
exploration and community engagement. Initiated in the fall of 2013 
with 45 students, the NDCC has expanded to more than 200 singers 
spread across eight different choirs. The choir hosts an annual festival 

of regional children’s choirs, collaborates with important conductors 
and composers, participates in annual musical retreats, tours 
nationally, publishes and records regularly and performs at a variety of 
churches. Recently, NDCC performed in the conference, The Chorister 
and the Church of the Future, produced an outdoor production of 
Benjamin Britten’s opera, “Noye’s Fludde,” and enchanted audiences 
in a TEDx Conference talk at the University of Notre Dame titled, “What 
if children were more than cute?”
sma.nd.edu


