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Drum Notation Key
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DRUM FILL SYSTEM

Welcome to the Encyclopedia Of Drum Fills. In here you will find a collection of over
1100 drum fills that you can use, change, adapt, and utilize in your playing. These
fills are designed to take what you have learnt in the Drum Fill System DVD pack
that much further. This is guaranteed to continuously challenge you, as you work
your way through these fills using the trillion fill formula, as well as beat inflections,
permutations, and more.

- |

There are a number of different ways of proceeding through this book. You can either
start at the beginning and try to find uses for each fill (which would take a long time),
or you can use it as a reference to your playing. This is the way | would recommend
going through this book. What | mean by this is keep it close by, and whenever you
feel the need to challenge yourself with a new fill concept or idea, turn to this book.

As you work your way through the instructional DVDs of the Drum Fill System, you
may find a section that you are really interested in, however, the amount of exercises
may be short. This is another use of the encyclopedia, as you can continue your
studies through the extra fills in this book.

One last challenge | will leave you with is to take this book to your drum set, randomly
flip to any page, and work your way through random fills. This will strengthen your
sight reading, as well as challenge your creativity. You may be forced to play a jazz fill
in a metal song, depending on your choice!

Treat this book with care, as with the permutations and trillion fill formula, you really do
have an endless supply of drum fills!

Copyright © 2010 Railroad Media, Inc 7
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Trillion Fill Formula

As discussed in the DVDs, the trillion fill formula is a way to turn these 1100 drum fills into an
endless supply of fills to use. Watch through DVD 3 - The Trillion Fill Formula, to see what exactly
this is and how to use it. From there, challenge yourself with the 29 patterns on the next few
pages.

Although this is taught on the DVD, | will give you a brief overview of this concept one more time.
Basically there are 5 main things you can do to change a fill up. Here they are:

1) Add Or Remove Notes - This will change the rhythm, feel, or intensity of a fill, and is
a great way to change a pattern up.

2) Change The Dynamics - Add in ghost notes, crescendos, accents, or decrescendos
to create a whole new feel.

3) Change The Voice - Change the voice to a different drum, cymbal, or auxiliary

percussion piece.

4) Change The Sticking Pattern - By using different rudiments you can allow yourself to play
faster, and with different feels.

5) Add Harmony - Hitting one or more voices at once will add volume and
texture to your fill.

When you have this formula nailed, you can literally take it, and use it for every single fill in
this book. The best way to utilize this, is to find the fills you really enjoy playing, and apply this
formula. This way, you will have a ton of additional fills to play that are all in the same style you
enjoy.
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Drum Fill Permutations

This section is covered on page 60 of the DVD Workbook, as well as DVD 6 - Advanced. So if
you would like a better description, please refer to those sections of the Drum Fill System.

Drum fill permutations are meant to give you even more options when creating drum fills. It uses
the accented notes, as well as the notes surrounding the accents, to morph the fill. The first thing
you want to do is play these fills with different sticking patterns as well as right and left hand
leads. Instead of alternating RLR L, try RL L or L R R etc. Once you have that covered, it is
time to change the fills up.

To change the fills, you just change the voice of the accents. As you will see in the following
examples, | will change the voice of the accents to the bass drum, snare rim shot, toms, and
crash cymbal. This will change any fill you have, and make it sound completely different.

Finally, to add even more change, turn the unaccented notes into doubles. Again, this changes
the dynamic of the fill, and makes it sound a lot more unique. Apply these techniques to the
following fills. When you have this nailed, apply it to every fill in this encyclopedia to create an
endless amount of possibilities!
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Hand-To-Feet Combos

The following pages of this encyclopedia are designed to challenge the coordination between
your hands and feet. Playing hand to feet combinations is a great way to not only increase your
independence, but also create unique sounding fills. As you go through this section, you may
want to refer back to the DVDs, as | teach this in greater detail.

The trick with hand to feet combination patterns is to remember to play each note on time, and
clean. A lot of drummers have troubles making these fills sound consistent and smooth, because
their feet are either too fast or too slow. Take your time with these, and make sure you are
playing them right.

One tip | will leave you with is to start the fill out by just playing the pattern on your hands and
feet in no particular tempo. Just make sure you get the pattern down, and start feeling the groove
of the fill. Once you have that down, turn on a metronome and start playing to a click. Start at
your gravity tempo, and then move it up and down from there!

Enjoy these drum fills, and remember to have fun!
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Drum Fill Collection

Here is where the fun begins! You are now ready to dive into the massive collection of drum
fills included in the Encyclopedia of Drum Fills. The fills are structured in a way where they
progressively get more difficult. So, if you find you are not challenged enough, then flip ahead a
few pages to the more difficult fills.

The fills are also organized in sections. You will find drum fills for practically every musical
situation you should find yourself in. Refer to the table of contents for a quick way to find the
exact drum fill section you are working on! If you have any troubles with these fills, please refer to
the Drum Fill System DVDs for in depth instruction on them.

In addition to this, the Drum Fill System comes with a powerful play-along section. You can watch
me play along on DVDs 8 and 9, however on the audio CDs, you can use each loop and song
with these fills. Take these discs and use them with the fills in this encyclopedia. Good luck, and
have fun!
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